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Editorial Correspondence

West Germany Faces Tomorrow

By THOMAS L. ROBINSON
Publisher, The News

BONN Germany, Sept. 7.

(Editors" Note: This is another in a
series of articles Mr, Robinson is writing
from various capitals of western Europe.)

THE collapse of the plans for the Euro-
pean Defense Community since the
recent defeat of the treaty by the French
National Assembly leaves the world won-
dering how the broken pieces, or at least
the principals of this long-sought treaty,
can be picked up and put together in
some practical and enduring fashion.

By a curious stroke of fate, I had the
good fortune of reaching Bonn today just
at the time when all American and Ger-
man government officials are in a quan-
dary as to what steps should be taken
next. A deep-seated feeling of disappoint-
ment and frustration prevails at the mo-
ment after three years of optimism re-
garding the EDC’s chances for success.

Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, a stout-
hearted “European” and grand old man
of 78, is certainly not going to hurry his
nation into a make-shift arrangement
under the urgencies of the hour. He
wants to reappraise the entire situation
in the light of West Germany's future as
well as the future of European unity.

In talking with Dr. James P. Conant,
U. S. High Commissioner for Germany,
and some of his political and economic
aids, 1 got the clear impression that
the critical situation might remain in a
stalemate at least until the nine-power
conference, proposed by the British, and
scheduled for October.
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ECRETARY of State Dulles and Chan-

cellor Adenauer are, it seems to me,

in a most perplexing dilemma because

there was no alternative plan on the
shelf in the event that EDC failed

Quite obviously efforts will be made to
integrate West Germany with the west-
ern powers in a way which will resemble
substantially the same objectives outlined
in the EDC treaty. Nevertheless, it must
be remembered that the “give” and “take"
on matters of sovereignty of West Ger-
many, probleis pertaining to the auton-
omy of the West German army's 12 pro-
posed divisions and the future of Rerlin,
now controlled by four powers, must be
ironed out to the satisfaction of all the
nations involved

In this hour of “agonizing reappraisal,”
the collapse of EDC raises the question
once more as to whether or not it will
be possible to unite Germany. Reliable
information at the moment indicates that
the Russians will soon approach the
West again on a definite proposal for
unifying Germany. The Soviets, it is fore-
cast~will again insist that their East
German government, representing about
18 million people, must have parity with
Adenauer’s government with its 50 mil-
lion when the all-German talks are held
Up to now the West has firmly resisted
any such proposal, because there was al-
ways the prospect of adoption of the EDC
treaty.

Another powerful influence in any
deliberations is the aggressive drive for
trade between East and West. Although
the U. §. Foreign Operations Adm#inistra-
tion under Harold Stassen cut the em-
bargo list in two, Great Britain is doing

her level best to trade liberally with the
West from Berlin to Moscow

The French government is also in-
terested in expanding its trade with
Russia. In fact, as Premier Pierre Men-
des-France has indicated, his country is
interested in putting its economic house
in order before indulging in all the prob-
lems associated with the integration of
Germany into the western bloc

In facing its immediate future, West
Germany can and wel! might bufld its
own army and its own economy as though
the division into an Fast and West Ger.
many is permanent. This would be the
road to all-out nationalism, and would be
a complete reversal of Adenauer’s poli-
cies to date. Of course, France can pre.
vent with its veto, as a member of the
Allied High Commission, any such plan
for West Germany to “go it alone” and
act independently.

An alternative would be for West Ger-
many to exert influence among the west-
ern powers to take'a chance on the out-
come of all-German talks with the Rus-
sians designed to bring about the unity
of Germany. Such talks would have to
center on neutralizing a unified Germany
so that it would be permitted to have a
minimum military force for defense and
nothing for aggression. Thus, in unifying
Germany, the problem of a divided Ber-
lin would be automatically solved
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JHO IS against a neutralized Ger-
[ many? First, the Germans who
naturally have a great sense of their own
destiny and power. Secondly, those west-
ern politicians who believe they need an
armed Germany to blunt Soviet aggres-
sion in Europe.

Who is in favor of a neutralized Ger-
many? First, the Russians and their sat-
ellites who will never cease o be afraid
of Germans. Secondly, the bulk of the
western European nations who felt the
German boot before and are not anxious
to feel it again.

From the standpoint of the United
States, there is mo “pat solution” to a
problem as involved as Germany. From
the American point of view the policy
has been to align a strong and armed
western rmany with the western pow-
ers for the defense of Europe. However,
even an integration of western Germany
vinto the western bloe does not solve fhe
/problem of a divided Germany. Neither
does a plan for a neutralized and unified
Germany without military fangs meet the
demands of the total defense of western
FEurope

This is the dilemma the United States
is facing while it is formulating a new
foreign policy on European affairs.

The Firm St.and

THE: week's most fascinating example
of political doubletalk comes from
Raleigh, a city where words and mean.
ings often go galloping off in different
directions. As highway chairman, A
Graham told newsmen that he favors
separation of the prison department.
Then as a private citizen, he told them
he, thinks the idea is faulty. Both an
nouncements came at the same sitting
Both sounded convincing,

Nothing like taking a firm stand on
public issues.

Let’s Not Invite Trouble Over Quemoy

HE island of Quemoy is five miles

from the Chinese port city of Amoy.
Quemoy is held by Chiang Kaishek's
Nationalist troops, who have been mak-
Ing guerrilla raids from it to the main.
land. Last month the Communists raided
the island, taking a prisoner. This month
the Communists started shelling Quemoy.
The Nationalists fired back, and sent
their U. S-made jets over Amoy harbor,
destroying hundreds of junks.

It is this situation, coupled with the
recent shooting down of a Navy patrol
bomber near Siberia, which has’ precipi-
tated another of the continuing crises in
the Far East. Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles said Monday that “the de-
fense of Quemoy is primarily related to
the defense of Formosa and is being con-
sidered in that light.” The New York
HeraLp Trisune yesterday reported that
the U. 8. 7th Fleet has been ordered to
give “full logistic support” (a broad term
which could mean all aid short of troops)
to the defense of Quemoy. Publicly, how-
ever, the President has spoken with pur-
poseful vagueness, refusing to indicate
whether or not the U. 8, which is com-
mitted to the defense of Formosa, will
also defend Quemoy.

Quemoy, in our opinion, is an ideal
place for the U. S. to stay out of. That

From The Dahlonega (Ga.) Nugget

CHINAG
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is not to say that limited aid to National-
ist forces should not be continued. May
they be successful in holding the fortress.
But the coastal waters of a hostile nation
are no place for U. S, ships. Nor should
U. 8. planes fly over Quemoy. Chinese
would view such actions exactly as Amer-
icans would view Chinese activity close to
the U. S. mainland or one of the U. §.
territories in the Pacific. There would
likely be casualties, and great danger of
a war over a small piece of real estate
which, unlike vital Indochina was, is not
strategically or psychologically important
There is trouble enough in this world
without inviting more by provocative
actions.

WAY THE WIND BLOWS

S hot dry weather has caused some
of the older folks o recall the time
many years ago when a meeting was held

at Siloam Church to pray for rain when

it was desperately needed.

The brethren gathered at the church
and had prayer, but. nothing was said
about rain.

After services, while those attending
were standing around outside the
church, one curious fellow asked the
prayer leader why nothing was said about
rain,

Wind was out of the north,” he re-
plied.
\

‘I Can’t Do This

No Innocents Bite The Dust

To Me!"

FERB L
O te T wesmrieon

Open Season On Gangsters

NEW YORK
WAS AS happy as a kid with
candy to see that the Chica-
g0 hoods were stomping each
other again, although my esthetic
life will be a little more drear
with no such name as Cherrynose
Gioe in it. Poor, dear Mr. Cherry-
nose Gioe, so nicely illegitimate
for so long, and now so dead. Be-
fore long there won't be many of
the old joyful Capone hoods left
at all
One thing that was so nice about
the old gangsters was that if
you left the Larry Fays or the
Dutch Schultzes or the Vinnie
Colls alone long enough, some-
one or the other was bound to fare
forth and do in his neighbor. It
was like giving a new knife to a
kid. He just had'to go and find
something to cut his initials on
It was healthy. The St. Valen-
tine's Day massacre in Chicago

was as salubrious a bit of house- *

cleaning as anybody ever saw,
and certainly no innocents bit the
dust. Like Al Capone was healthy
the time he gave the ceremonial
for a backsliding business asso-
ciate. When it came time for the
speeches, Al stood up, beamed,
and accepted a haseball bat from
an aid. Then he beat his business
associate to death with it.
REAL ART

1 have been saddened by the
death of Machine:Gun Kelly, be
cause a really artistic effort went
into learning how to use a chop-
per so nently you could spell your
name with it. 1 was vicariously
thrilled when somebody, still un-
found, shot the eye out of Bugsy
Siegal. That calls for a pride of
workmanship you sellom see
these days, when punks kick
strangers fo death and whip girls
for laughs

It was so nice for the cops in
those days, when the bad boys
took care of other bad boys, with-
out bothering the law, and the
cops never cared a hoot, because
it saved the state a lot of time
and trouble and money and testi-
mony that might show that the
precinct captain was getting his
bit. Of course, if they could lay
a good rap on an exterminator,
they deep-fried him, but mostly
they didn't bother

Exterminators usually came
from K. C. or Evansville or some-
place, and they left town the same
day they arrived. In the majority
of big gang killings there was no
real motive you could hang on
the Joe that did it, because he

Drew Pearson'’s

By ROBERT C. RUARK

FRANK COSTELLO
“A Crook Is A Crook®

got paid in cash and half the time
didnt know who he was working
for or why. He was a shooter
and they paid him to shoot and
then he catight the plane out and
that was that.

Self-extermination Is a wonder-
ful thing to use cn beasts. and is
best exemplified by the wild dog

of Africa. If a dog is wounded,

his companions stop briefly and
eai him alive before they depart,
That is not quite so perfect as
the hyena's trick of literally eat-
ing himself, when he is wounded,
but good enough. In any case it's

It is comforting to think tHat
it you could induce every profes-
sional criminal in the country to
kill another professional criminal,
vou would be so very happy,
as in the case of the Gingham
Dog and the Calico Cat, who ate
each other up. Unfortunately, total
self-assimilation isn't possible, but
it is nice to be grateful for sim-
ple justice when you read of an-
other “‘gang killing” in the pa-

pers.
In matter of principle I would
never want to prosecute any
lum who knocked off another, but
in actual fact it is nice if you
get them with the goods, because
you can then eliminate the elim-
inator. That makes two down.
We have idolized the crook in
this country, and sympathized
with him, which might be one of
the troubles with the young idiots
today. They may feel the lack of
heroes. But to me a crook was
always a bum, whether he was a
crook like Alger Hiss, a crook like
Frank Costello, a crook like Serge
Rubinstein, a crook like some tax
collectors, a crook like Capone, or
a crook like some congressmen
A crook is a crook, and the rec.
ord says that nothing makes a
crook of him except inclination,
because a lot of peaple aren't
Crooks, that is.

The Odor Of Sanctity

From The Lancaster (5.C.) News

HE following is from “The
State” newspaper
“PLUFF MUD When quite

some distance from Charleston,
nostrils of visitors are often as-
sailed by a peculiar odor, espe-
cially if tides are low: This odas
is said to come from pluff mud,
and J. Roy Jones, commissioner
of agriculture, has received a
letter from Frank H. Ramsey of
Beaufort asking just what pluff
mud is.

“In reply Commissioner Jone
said he thought ‘pluff mud® was a
local name in coastal areas for
the black mud in tide water bas

ins. ‘It probably derives its name
he wrote, ‘from the fact that it
makes a pluff-like explosion when
it is stepped in and the foot pulled
out. It also pluffs up between the
toes and is otherwise very pluffy."

We thought the smell came from
decaying aristocracy.

Quote, Unquote

One good thing was accom-
plished by the coming of the auto
mobile. At least it put a stop to
campaigning politicans  calling
one another horse thieves, —
Laurel (Miss.) Leader-Call.

Joe Palooka And Dagwood
Have Fans In Other Lands

By JOHN GOULD
In The Baltimore Evening Sun

LISBON FALLS, Maine
THEBF, is something truly Amer-
ican about Dick Tracy, the
great detective, and 1 had never
thought of him as a French-
man. When I picked up a week
end edition of La Tribune n
Sherbrooke, Quebec, and found
Dick Tracy in good habitant voice,
it was a great surprise. It seems
they were having a flood, in this
comic-so-called strip, and two
little girls were stept away on
the crest. Always alert, Tracy
leaped into action, and he ‘was
shown bellowing into his atomic.
powered, two - way, wrist radio,
“Ou sont les hateaux?™
The translation of American
comic strips into foreign lan
guage is hig business. You might
think that foreign newspapers
would develop their own native-
drawn strips to feeu their read-
ers, but evidently they don't. Joe
Palooka, and even Knobby and
Leemy. hecome grist for other
countries—unlikely as that sounds.
Joa Palooka, in French, becomes

Jos. Brasdefer. Dagwood, in
German, becomes Dinkwart.

NO SALE

The popularity of American

comics in Germany, where evi-
dently they don't have a native
comic artist, seems curious, inas
much as American newspaper
cartooning owes much to Ger-
man-American artists like Knerr,
Dirks, Opper, and the master
Thomas Nast. In Bad Godesherg
I met a German artist who said
he had tried for years to sell a
strip to a German newspaper, and
couldn’t do it. 1 asked him if he
knew the Katzenjammer Kids, and
he said he did not. His technique
was evidently original with him,
just as'it must have been when
Hans and Fritz first burst upon
the American scene.

The traditional German editor
and publisher frowns upon any-
thing undignified and low in cul-
ture, explaining that the German
taste is above such frivolity as
comie strips—which they usually
call “stripes.* The newer press of
Germany, the sensational after-

noon boulevard papers, are nol
so discerning, however, and run
American _comics.

MAKES NO SENSE

Blondie, a great favorite in Mu-
nich, simply doesn’t make sense.
The German woman is not emans
cipated, and Blondie's frank ap-
proach to her drawing-board an-
tics is completely beyond any gen-
eral local comprehension. When
she whops Dagwood (or Dinkwart)
with a mop, and tells him to get
his feet off the sofa, she is mot
portraying anything Germanic,
Possibly German readers know
Blondie is an American, but there
is nothing in the Abendzeitung to
show it. She speaks conversational
German throughout, as do her
children and Dinkwart, The Ger-
man woman would be more likely
to bring her husband's pipe and
pantoffels, pour pjm a beer. and
invite him to be comfortable as
lord of the household
GERMANIC ANSWER

Why they don’t accept it and get
some artists busy on good native-
born German comics is one of
those easily asked questions an
American gets a Germanic an-
swer lo—meaning that you don't
really gel an answer.

Up in Quebec, I inquired about
any editorial difficulties over the
fact that Jos. Bras-de-fer origi-
nated in a non-Franco-Canadian
form. The editor of La Tribune
said he was very popular, and that
he gathered his readers accepted
Palooka as he came to them. An
agency in Montreal receives mat-
rices from the States, casts the
type metal and then routs out the
English words in the balloons and
inserts the French.Canadian
tois. La Tribune receives the al-
tered matrices and goes to press,

So maybe_ the little old funny
pictures have an international val.
ue that isn't being exploited by
our diplomats. I wouldn't care to
ponder on that at the present time
and under present conditions. I
Just know it was a great shock to
me to discover the great Tracy
exclaiming, “Mon dieu!"

A ‘Crop Of Steel’ Blooms
In France’s Fertile Fields

By DORIS FLEESON

PARIS

FIRM, unanimous and de-
termined voice will arise here

to combat any impression in the
United Statesp - i ]
that all is lost in ‘
France including
honor It wil
come from the U
§. military, and.
he evidence
they offer is im-

pressive. i
It has taken a J

long time and Id

the cost has been GRUENTHER

astronomical, but ‘Experienced’

North Atfantic Treaty forces are
dug into this country to a de-
gree that would almost make an
optimist out of Herbert Hoover.
That so much flat, fertile farm
land could have been wormed out
of the French peasants by a gov-
ernment widely derided as weak
and confused is amazing.

A tour of French defenses with
Maj.-Gen. Robert M. Lee, com-
mander of the 12th Air Force,
shows a crop of steel — Sabre
jets, fighter - bombers, troop car-
riers — blooming in the fields all

too well known to Americans
as Verdun, §t Mihiel, Argonne,
Etaim. Confidential, but doubt-

less known at least a degree to
the Russians, are the support and
communications lines to these ai
other bastions of the West.
HOUSING POOR

Everything isn't peaches and
cream. Housing for the Ameri-
cans is the worst problem, No-
body has been able to think up a
scheme that will induce French-
men to build quarters so far
from the cities where they wish
to live. The social facilities of a
French village are both few and,
from an American point of view,
deplorable.

These are the problems of a
cold war army and air force. A
certain reluctance on the part of
Congress to believe that France
is here to stay contributes large-
Iy to them. Housing is about the
only form of reparations exacted

from defeated Germany, and it
is responsible for the American
enclaves there to which is at.
tached the jest of “golden ghet-
tos.”

A DIRTY WORD

. France of course is an ally, and
its business men — the target of
the reforms Premier Mendes-
France hopes to institute — seem
to ‘think risk capital is a dirty
wor

When Americans grow angry
with the French for its national-
ist rejection of EDC, they might
think of Chaumont.

At Chaumont, a nationalist
American of World War I, Gen.
Pershing, made his headquarters
having Tefused to break up his
army for use with other forces.
Today, Chaumont's broad acres
have been turned over by the
French to the Americans for the
48th Fighter Bomber Wing, a unit
available to NATO and command-
ed by Col. Chesley G. Peterson,
an American who was a Spitfire
pilot in the Battle of Britain. In-
ternationalism does march on.
TWO CARRY ON

At NATO headquarters outside
Paris, where the possible presi-
dency of Dwight D. Eisenhower
once lent a yeasty ferment to its
affairs, two experienced Ameri-
cans carry on with the slow, dull
tasks that make a nation and
an alliance strong. Gen. Alfred
Gruenther is NATO Supreme Com-
mander, Gen. Lauris Norstad his
deputy for air,

A major reason why NATO
seems to many the best way ta
bring Germany back inta the
community of free nations is that
they have handled its aifairs so
well. With the diplomacy they
have had to practise since they be-
came international commanders,
they will not comment; but it is
:ndgrslwd that they think it can
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The unassailable argument of
the military is of course the map.
The French and France are there,
just as the Germans are. There
is, they simply say, no solution
without both.

Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

('\I". of the toughest letters in Budget

Bureau history has been sent to

every member of the Eisenhower Cabi:

net, ordering further cuts for the fiscal
year 105556,

This column has been able to obtain
a copy of the highly secret and important
document, which as far as the American
public is concerned means two things

1—Eisenhower means business when
he says he is determined to proceed
with his attempt to balance the budget
despite advice from some on his staff
that it may lead to recession;

2—There will be less government
spending and less easy money next year

The sternly worded secret budget di
rective warns Cabinet officers to virtual
ly wipe out all civil construction projects,
which will mean rough sledding for such
proposals as new school buildings and
even for Eisenhower's own highway pro
It will also turn thumbs down on
the proposed western irriga
tion and flood control projects so hotly
debated in the recent session of Con

The secret directive also demands that
Cabinet officers apply a heavy ax to
loans, mortgages, and even to the guar-
antee or insurance of loans. This means
curtailment of loans to such organiza
tions as rural electrification, Aeterans

housing and the Federal Housing Admin-
istration, which hitherto has run into sev-
eral hundred million dollars each year.

Because of the importance of the dras
tic budget order, this writer is publish.
ing it in full, except for the name of
the particular Cabinet officer to whom
this particular letter was sent. Also omit
ted is one paragraph pertaining to the
amount of money this particular depart
ment was instructed to cut. To reveal the
amount would reveal the identity of the
department

Twin-Barreled Order

The order is in two forms—a letter to
Cabinet officers and a memo which is at-
tached. The letter follows:

“Executive Office of the President

Bureau of the Budget
Washington 25

“My Dear (Name of Cabinet Offfcer)
The budget results for the fiscal year
just ended show the progress made thus
far in reaching the budgetary objectives
of this administration—fiscal soundness,
military and economic strength, and the
increased welfare of the country.
Expenditures, new obligational au
v, and the budget deficit were re-
duced substantially below the levels of
the fiscal year 1053 and below the levels
planned for 1054 in the budget presented
to Congress a few days before fhis ad-

ministration took office.

*2—Tax reductions were put into ef
fect which will return to the people in
the first full year about §75 billion—
which would have been taken by the gov
ernment under the tax rates in existence
when this administration took office.

New Deficit Expected

“Despite these accomplishments, the
administration’s objective of a balanced
budget at lower tax rates has not yet
been attained. The fiscal year 1954 ended
with a budgetary deficit, and another
deficit is in prospect for 1955,

“Nevertheless, the progress made to
date is encouraging. With your help it
can and should be continued in the formu
lation of the 1856 budget—on which pre
liminary work is already under way. To
this end, your personal direction and re
view of the preparation of your depart
ment's 1956 budget submission are re
quested. That submission should be made
to the Bureau of the Budget by Septem
ber 15

“To assist you in the preparation of
your fiscal year 1056 budget, the Presi.
dent has established the policies and as
sumptions set forth in the attachment,
This letter and the attachment are for
the guidance of your department in pre.
paring its estimates for 1956 and are

Drastic Budget Cuts Ordered By lke

not to be released outside of the depart-
ent.

“To aid you further in prepari
1856 budget, thé Przlsulnn(p nap: ag;rﬁ:dr
the ceiling set forth below as the max-
imum amount. consistent with the Presi-
dent's over-all budgetary objectives, upon
which your budgetary plans for 1958 may
be based

(Inserted is a paragraph on the new
obligatory ceiling—a different paragraph
to each Cabinet officer and this para-
graph, which would identify the name of
the Cabinet officer from which this came,
is_therefore omitted.) §

“Youk budget for 1056 should cover
the complete requirements of your de-
partment for the year. Estimates for sup-
plemental appropriations for 1956 will be
considered only when they are necessary
because of subsequent congressional ace
tion or where the supplemental is need-
ed because of developments which wers
neither foreseen nor forseeable, The
original budget submission should cop-
tain firm figures and should include all
the explanations, schedules, and justifi-
cations which are required under the pro-

visions of Budget Circular No. A-11
“Sincerely yours,
“(S) Rowland R. Hughes

“Director."
Note—Because of the length and ime
portance gf the seeret budget letter, the
remaindefwill be published tomorrowh:




