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ISTORY does not turn somersaults.
There is always a reason for the
path it takes. This goes for the ancient
Jegal principle of “the king can do no
wrong" as with anything else,

In the days of absolute monarchies,
“divine rights” and royal authoritarian-
ism, the king's word was law and his
power unchallenged. Because he decreed
that all of his acts were performed in
the interest of the realm, he could not
be held accountable for them—however
contemptible they might be
Times have changed. The theory that
the king can do no wrong is obsolete
Yet this same hoary common law rule,
providing that the government cannot be
held accountable for acts of negligence
when it is performing “governmental
functions,” is still anchored in the mu-
nicipal laws of Charlotte. The city charter
liberalizes it only to the extent that the
governing body is empowered to pay up
to $200 for damages fo private citizens
and that only when the accident victim is
not guilty of contributory negligence,

As we pointed out Monday, this
amount is hardly adequate. It does mot
offer the citizen the legal protection he
deserves in a democracy.

other day a dentist went to work
the city-county health department
But he almost didn't. The trouble was, he
couldn't find room to set up shop.
Finally he squeezed in with another work-
er on the second floor, after a radiator
and lavatory were taken out of the room

room.
That practical problem of finding work-
ing space for one new employe illustrates
the problem the health department is up
against. Mecklenburg County and Char-
Iotte have simply outgrown their com-
munity health facilities
It is for this reason that group after
group has strongly urged the construc-
tion of a new health building. The grand
jury which made its report yesterday, in
which it described present Health De-
partment facilities as “deplorable,” added
its recommendation to those of the
county health board, city health board,
Mecklenburg County Medical Society

0 THE golden flow of exultation
about America’s mass culture, a
few new nuggets have been added. Lewis
Galentiere has told the Metropolitan
Museum’s International Conference of
Art History and Museology that there are
now 800 amateur symphony orchestras
in the United States, FORTUNE magazine
estimates that nearly 10 million amateur
painters are pursuing sunsets and daub
ing at still life subjects across the land
today. J. Donald Adams reports that more
books are available to more people than
ever before in the nation's history.
These facts cannot be airily waved
aside. It is true that all the arts—both
in their creation and reception—are
affected by what, at first gasp, looks
like a new aesthetic awakening

But there is one fly in the intellectual
ointment: In spite of all the goggle-
eyed absorption in cultural matters,
Americans are reading less and less.

In reading, one gets down to the basic
living germ of civilization itself. The
time has passed when man can learn
about the world just by living. Instinet
alone is not enough. Man must under-
stand. To understand is to live—men-
tally. Much of this understanding can
come only from the pages of the great
books for they contain all the spiritual
and intellectual inspiration of the human
race

Yet one college president has pre-
dicted that in 50 years “only five per
cent of the people will be reading”
The first warnings of the vanishing
race of readers are already being de-
tected. In a recent sampling of the Amer-
can population by a public opinion poll-
ster, many people in many walks of life
W asked if they were reading a book.
Only 17 per cent said yes, as compared
to 18 per cent in 1952 and 21 per cent
in 1951

But in England today, the book-read-
ing public musters 55 per cent of the
population. Even Australia (34 per cent)
and Canada (31 per cent) can boast of a
higher percentage of book readers.

From The Chicago Daily Tribune

T USED to be a boy's ambition to
grow up to be a man, but now there
seems to be something one step more
sublime, and that is to be an operator.
In trade after trade, artisans are aban-
doning their familiar titles in order to
become operafors. Bus drivers are bus
operators. Cabbies are taxicab opera-
tors. Elevator men are elevator opera-
tors. There are newsstand operators,
filling-station operators, beauty-shop op-
erators and punch-press operators. In
e hotels, bellhops have become bell-
nd their ambition, no doubt, is
e bell operators. And, finally, al.
n wil'{become council ¢

erat

Where A King’s Right Is Wrong

Bolstering our editorial stand are let-
ters today from two Charlotte attorneys
(see PropLE's PLaTFORM ). Both David H
Henderson, a former legislator, and
Ernest §. Delaney Jr., a former city
councilman, point out that a state law
already exists permitting North Carolina
municipalities to waive governmental
immunity by securing liability insurance
Yet Charlotte has failed to take ad-
vantage of the provisions of this statute.

In this particular field, the city is badly
out of step with the times. Both state and
federal governments have junked the
common law principle to the extent that
immunity is waived in many cases rising
out of negligent acts of governmental
employes and proper damages are pro-
vide

The theory that ‘the king can do no
wrong' does not fit into our modern
machine age” says Mr. DeLaney

“The concept that the king can do no
wrong Is anachronistic,” says Mr. Hen-
derson

Both are correct.

There is no longer any question of
what to do. The legislative authority is
available. The responsibility for action
lies solely with city officials.

Why A Health Center Must Be Built

and Chamber of Commerce health com-
mittee.

An adequate new health building will
cost about half a million dollars. That
amount, in view of other urgent com-
munity needs, will not be easy to come
by. But the stark fact is that the money
must be raised, and soon, so the Health
Dept. can keep pace with this rapidly
growing community. Communicable dis-
ease control, enforcement of sanitation
standard, health education, water fluori-
dation and the many other activities of
a community health department are too
important to be curtailed by gross in-
adequacy of facilities.

Furthermore, while the department
now has an excellent professional staff
headed by Dr. M. B. Bethel, it can be
expected that capable employes will go
elsewhere to work, and equally capable
replacements will be hard to find, if de-
partment facilities are not improved

Preparing For ‘The Last Reader’

Another survey disclosed that only
one American college graduate in six was
reading a serious book. Over half the
college graduates polled could not even
name a book they cared to read

Much of this turning away from the
printed word can be attributed to a sud-
den addiction to audio-visual communi-
cation. It has been said that modern
man, weary of the complexities and con-
fusions of the Power Age, seems to he
seeking escape. One critic has remarked
that it is like an unconscious swinging
back of minds to a region of wonder
where thought need only to be faintly
or crudely grasped. In pictures and
graphic symbols, man finds attractive,
easy-going substitutes for thinking.

E. B. White suggests that America pre-
pare immediately for the Last Reader. He
should stand in the same relation to the
community as the queen in a colony of
bees, says he. All the others would ded-
icate themselves wholly to his welfare,
serving him special food and building
special accommodations. “From his nup-
tial, or intellectual, flight would come the
new race of men” says Mr. White,
“linked perfectly with the long past by
the unbroken chain of the intellect.”

This would indeed be fine. “But it is
more likely," adds Mr. White, “that our
modern hive of bees, substituting a
coaxial cable for spinal fluid, will try
to perpetuate the race through audio-
visual devices, which ask no discipline
of the mind and which are already giving
the room the languor of the opium par-
lor."

Sunday painters and enthusiastic ama-
teur musicians cannot alone provide the
intellectual climate for a Golden Age of
Culture in the United States. Nor can
busy printing presses turning out great
quantities of westerns, mysteries and
science fiction thrillers add much to the
aesthetic scene either. Without serious
reading there can be no genuine cultural
revolution in 20th century America. It
takes a reading public to make a cultured
public.

BIG OPERATORS

and congressmen will be legislative op-
erators.

But by then the bus operator will have
become the transit technician and the
cycle will begin again.

Patient: “Five dollars is an awful lot
of money for pulling a tooth—twn sec-
onds' work.” Dentist: “Well, if it will
make you happier, I can pull it slow’
CarLssad (N. M.) CURRENT-ARGUS.

What with all the big talk Chou En-lai
is making about invading Formosa, guess
the administration policy makers—or
speech writers—ought to unleash Chiang
Kai-shek againg
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“If you're speaking for the people, how come I wasn't consulted ?"

People’s Platform

Old Legal Principle Obsolete

Charlotte

Editors, The News
HE theory that “The King Can
Do No Wrong"" does not fit into
our modern machine age, This
theory as you pointed out in your
| provides that the govern-
not be held liable for its

funetions.”
government has realized the bad
social eonsequences of this ancient

The (federal

common law principle and has
provided by the Federal Tort
Claims Act that *‘the United States
shall be liable tfor the neg-
ligent acts of employes), in the
same manner and to the same ex
tent as a private individual under
like circumstances

The General Assembly of this
state has realized that immunity
of the state was unfair to its citi-
zens, and at its 1951 session en-
acted the Tort Claims Act (G.S.
143-291 et. seq.) which provides
that the State Industrial Commis-
sion shall determine the amount to
be paid for claims arising as a
result of a negligent act of a state
employe while acting within the
scope of his employment but
in no event shall the amount of
damages awarded exceed the sum
of $8,000

The same session of the General
Assembly considered the problem
of municipal immunity to liability
for its negligent acts. The General
Assembly  enacted the following
stat 5

180-191.1  The governing
body of any incorporated city or
town, by securing liability insur-
ance i is
hereby authorized and empow
ered, but not required, fo waive
its nmental immunity from
liability for any mage by rea
son of death, or injury to person

or property, proximately cause
by the negligent operation of any
motor vehicle by an officer, agent
or emplove of such city or town
when acting within the scope of
his authority or within the course
of his employment. Such immun
ity is waived only to the extent of
amount of the insurance so
h immunity shall be
ed to have heen waived in
nce of affirmative action
governing body.
y understanding that the

cities of Raleigh and Greensboro
have elected to waive their im-
munity and insure their motor
vehicles. It is my considered judg-
ment that Charlotte, the Qu

City of the South, should also take
advantage of the provisions of this
statute, thereby assuri
zens that, at least, they we
h to have a court determine
claim for monetary dam-
should they be left with se
rious injuries, property damages
and hospital bills as a result of a
city employe negligently operating

ag:

Drew Pearson'
Merry-Go-Round

a motor vehicle. The cost, spread
among all our citizens would be
small, but when borne by one in-
dividual, could be catastrophic
—ERNEST §. DELANEY JR.

Cities Should Waive

Their Immunity Too
Charlotte
Editors, The News:

EGARDING your editorial

concerning “the king can do
no wrong" as applied to the re-
sponsibility of the city for ac-
cidents caused by megligent op-
eration of city-owned motor ve-
hicles, your attention is invited
to Chapter 1015 of the 1951 Ses-
sion Laws of Nerth Carolina

While 1 was serving as Meck-
lenburg's representative during
the 1951 Session, this bill was
considered and passed as a state
statute and, by its terms, Sec
tion T provides

“The governing body of any
incorporated city or town, by
securing liability insurance as
hereinafter provided, is hereby
authorized and empowered, but
not required, to waive its gov-
ernmental immunity from liabil-
ity for any damage by reason
of death, or injury to person or
property, proximately caused by
the negligent operation of any
motor vehicle by an officer.
agent of employe of such city
or. town when acting within the
scope of his authority or within
the course of his employment.
Such immunity is waived only
to the extent of the amount of
the insurance so obtained. Such
immunity shall be deemed to
have been waived in the absence
of affirmative action by such
governing body.”

The statute goes on to provide
that any city may, with the ap
roval of its governing bady,
take out liability insurance and
to the extent that the city is
covered by such insurance may
elect to waive its immunity in
these negligence cases,

The concept that the king can
do no wrong is anachronistic.
The federal government and the
state of North Carolina (within
limitations) have waived immu-
nity and pay for damages arising
out of the negligent acts of their
employes. Modern thinking de-
mands that municipalities follow
suit. Cities owe an obligation to
their citizens and to the publi
generally to reimburse an inno-
on for his injury or
s caused by negligence
employes.

r. Warren Stack, now pres-
ident of the Mecklenburg Bar
Association, informs me he dis-
cissed this very matter at great
length  with _the officials
prior to the fixing of this year's
budget, but was unable to obtain
agreement he city  would

waive immunity and take out
liability insurance. It thus ap-
pears that the legislature and
the bar have done their part to-
ward attempting to remedy the
situation cemplained of in your
editorial.

—DAVID H, HENDERSON

The People’s Power

Facilities Endangered
rtle weach, S. C.

Editors, The News
THE various power monopolies

are grabbing the public power
facilities of the TVA and REA
and other public owned power fa-
cilities in fulfillment of the Re-
publican pledge to get the gov-
ernment out of business

The great Clark Hill power
supply is about to be grabbed by
the Georgia Power Company. Yet
they did nothing about the facili
ties until the property had been
developed by the government

The great dam is more than a
mere power facility. It is a life
saver for the rural dwellers of
Georgia and South Carolina, as
has been the Tennesser Valley
Authority a life saver and a tre-
mendous developer of the areas
which it serves and so admirably
has developed.

No private power facility has
the ability, nor even unfortunate
Iy the desire, ta get out among
the farmers and the small users
and drum up users for new lines
and new mills and mines, to put
on demonstrations at county fai
to allow the rural peaple to ha
a say in what they want, or don't
wani, in the way of power devel
opment

I fear that our President has
lost the feeling of the common
man since he has been so show-
ered with honors and has accumu-
lated unto himself the crown of
rich men who make up his Cab-
net. Certainly the President does
not see this power business in the
light he should see it. He certain-
Iv has no business giving away
the fruits of the last 30 years of
power development and public
welfare. Had he been present in
those mountains around 1925 he
would have a different feeling
and apinion about REA and TVA

Many is the time that | have
stumbled my way to the barn and
the henhouses after dark during
the depression. No electricity and
none immediately possible. He
nlzul;( lotry it some time,- They all
ought to try it, plus the dragy
a bucket of water up the h;ngri;::
the spring, breaking ice to get it
or thawing out the hand pump.

The people of Tennessee, Worth
Carolina, South Carolina and
Georgia should arise and break up
this public giving away of our wel-
fare and our wealth,

—DR. WALDO H, JONES

Errors, Delays, Uncertainty

Produced Crisis In Tunisia
By MARQUIS CHILDS

TUNIS

IN SOME respects the prob
lem that French Premier
Mendes-France confronts in Tu
nisia resembles °
the dilemma
that he faced in
Indochina. The
urgency is noth
ing like as great
since it is not a

east
Communist
gression.
Yet, as in Indo- M.FRANCE
china, the responsibility he must
accept here represents a long ac-
cumulation of error, of delay and
uncertainty. Even among French
businessmen fearful that they will
lose investments carefully built
up here over the years, there is
recognition that in the final show-
down the new premier had no
chaice but to offer the Tunisians
an independent government with
control over internal affairs.
The promise of freedom has
several times been advanced and
each time it has come to nothing
government in Paris with liber-
al intentions has followed one that
pursued a po of widespread
repression, Jailing and exiling the
Neo-Destourian leaders. The sav-
age terrorism and counter-ter-
rorism of recent weeks made it
plain that another such cycle
could end only in a disastrous ex-
plosion

FAMILIAR OVERTONES

There are overtones here of the
kind of change talking place al-
most everywhere in the world
The French planter sounds like
the southerner in the United
States. He likes the Arabs and
he understands them. They work
on his plantation and he and his
wife are kind to them, giving
them medicine and food beyond
the wages they, receive. If only
the politicians in Tunis and in
Paris would stop their trouble-
making, everything would be all
right.

The pattern is familiar from
India, Burma and Indonesia. The
French colonne says that he
knows from his own experience
that the natives are not ready for
self-government, Give them time,
a probationary period of 10 or 15
vears, and then it may work.

All this may be literally trus
and yet, as such a tough-minded
realist as Mendes-France clearly
understands, it is too late for the
gradual solution. The time’ for
such a solution was 25 years ago,
The flames of nationalism have
hurned too fiercely and the ef-
fort to suppress that fire has cost
too much in hatred and resent-

ment

In the last wave of oppression
two years ago, hundreds of inde-
pendence leaders were put in
prison camps, held under house
arrest or exiled to remote French
islands. One of Mendes-France's
first moves before his dramatic
flight to Tunis was to bring Habib
Bourguiba, exiled Neo-Destourian
leader, back to France for con.
sultations.

e most extreme member of
the new government is one of th
three muinisters of state, Mongi
Slim, who will negotiate the basic
agreement with France. Slim
spent five and a half years in
the worst jall in France, in Mar-
seilles.
VO] CE

Slim talks frankly of the part
played even by the Fellagna in
using violeace as a deliberate in-
strument to bring the French to
awareness change had to
come. At the same time he in-
sists that communism has had
nothing to do with the independ-
ent movement.

1f an agreement can be reached
in Paris, the chances are good
for peaceful development of
semi-independent Tunisia with.
in the French union. But Slim and
the other Neo-Destourian leaders
leave no doubt that they conside
er this merely one stage on the
way to full independence

Even in this first stage, the
pressure will be strong for the
next step and the right to carry
on foreign relations and assume
the burden of defense. One can
hear the French colonne saying,
“But they are not ready for it."
That will be true, just as it is
true today that the Tunisian peo«
ple are not really ready to govern
themselves internally. But thig
reasoned judgment will have very
little to do with a situation in
which ideology and emotion have
been stirred within the narrow
Irm-:lmes of an outmoded way of
ife.

Torrid Race Developing For
Empire State’s Governorship

By DORIS

REP FRANKLIN D., Roosevelt
Jr. has accumulated 317 dele-
gates from 43 counties, .which is
60 percent of the
510 needed for
the Democratic
nomination  for
governor of New
York. The enig-
matic  Carmine
DeSapio, _politi-
cal boss of New
York City, as-
sures him that
they need each
other, whatever
that signifies.

New York's other prominent
and ambitious junior, Mayor Rob-
ert F. Wagner, has hurried to
Washington to confer with the
party's elder statesman, Sen. Her-
bert H. Lehman, about the situa-
tion. Sen. Lehman is understood
1o prefer the older and more sea-
soned Averell Harriman for the
Albany post the senator once
eld.

F.D. R. JR,

No one is making any bets on
how the race between the par-
ty's three big names will shake
down, Roosevelt is working hard-
est, beating the bushes, openly
and vigorously proclaiming that
he can beat either Gov. Thomas
E Dewey or Sen. Irving Ives.

A FILLIP ADDED

Gov. Dewey has added a fillip
to the speculation by sending
members of the advertising agen-
¢y which always has handled his
campaigns to city hall for copies
of the New York City budget and
related documents. This material
is not preciselv hammock read-
ing, and the Albany decisions re-
garding it will be mainly the
province of the next governor.

Democrats have felt all along
that in the end they would have
Dewey. They have
heard reports from the custom-
ary reliable sources that a Re-

FLEESON

publican poll shows that Sen. Ives
would run ahead of Gov. Dewey,
Their view—naturally prejudiced
—is that this oply confirms that
the governor will run again,

Mayor Wagner is apparently
still trying to make up his own
mind whether, after one year at
city hall, to plunge into the gove
ernorship fight. Even if he wers
tn take a licking, in the primary
or in* the convention, he would
still be mayor for another threa
years

Roosevelt headquarters, an ac.
tive establishment where Roger
Tubby, once Harry Truman's
ress secretary, is greeling old
friends, cites a Democratic poll
which gives their man a four-to-
one lead over an assorted field,
including Mayor Wagner, Mr.
Harriman, Justice Charles Froes.
sel, Judge Harold Medina and
James A. Farley.

They concede certain handl
caps. Mr. Farley is unifriendly. 1t
ig feared in some quarters that
the many New York Catholics
will not vote for F.D.R. Jr, be
cause of his divorce and the scan-
dal_attaching to Brother James
in California. And Tammany lead-
er DeSapio is holding back.

But it is argued that the voters
would resent the candidacy of the
mayor they so recently elected to
a four-year term and that Mr.
Harriman is a poor campaigner.
Unquestionably, Congressman
Roosevelt .is pulling out the
crowcs in reminiscent style. He
wants the job.

A Roosevelt - Dewey contest,
people here agree, would be a
whingding. The governor would
have a definite advantage by
reason of his capable years in ofe
fice, but it is far more probable
that Mr. Roosevelt would be apt
fo get under the governor's skin
and evoke personal drama than
it would be for the governor fo
get under Roosevelt's.

lke’s Campaign Speeches Haunt GOP

The chief point to which Difksen ob
Jeets is criticism of McCarthy for non-

In contrast to malfeasance,

this refers to his failure to curb his coun.
sel, Roy Cohn, in putting the heat on the
Army on behalf of his friend, Pvt. David

WASHINGTON  “I did not intend fo quote from that  “Malicious.” was what Nixon called

HE bitter farm debate is now over as SPeech,” replied Aiken. It was an the Democratic handbook

far as Congress is concerned, but it €Xemporaneous speech and was inter- 1 was outraged to hear recently’ feasance.
promises to ricochet back and forth Preted by those p t to mean what- commented Ejsenhower, “that an affi
across the farm belt for many months to  €VeT they said it n ate of the Democratic National Commit-
come. Upon its outcome may dependr Actually  Ike rookings, S. D., tees had published deliberate falsehoods
who controls the next Congress of the SPeech, Oct. 4 was mimeographed  This folder was deliberately designed Schine,
United States. jod Danded out to newsmea on the to {righten farmers info believing that

§ S ; A A senhower special train. It said: inistration would pull the ruj
Already  Bill Thatcher's Farmers “The Republican Party is pledged to :S{ flrmmunder o P 3

Union radio program in Minnesota has
been booming out the famil
Gen. Eisenhower at the K

ar quote of
son, Mis

plowing contest appearing to favor 100 .

per cent parity price supports ool
ealizing the potential political dyna

mite in the Kasson speech, GOP Sen

Aiken of Vermont carefully pointed

he Senate floor last week
promise 100 per cent of
“Before makin son_spe
said Aiken, the
hower farm b 50 r
was very careful s h
« not be mistake a :
carry on rigid suppo
“Will the gentlem :
rupted Aiken's fe epublic Ca
of South Dakota. "I was wondering if
the Senator w g o ith
reference to the speech ihe ot
made at Brook s ‘

Re(’uling Dem

s,
nat Aiken

that both Eisenhower and Nixon de
nced this same Democratic literature

¢ the '52 campaign. !

rats were wrong in claiming that

hadn't meant what be said ‘gt Kas-

he 90 per cent parity

ocrats

s Case, Aiken quoted from
ampaign literature in 1852
st the Democrats knew all
didn’t mean what he said
rised to continue high rigid

The debate of some Midwest Repub
licans, such as Young and Case of the
Dakotas and Hope of Kansas, indicates
that they believe this was exactly what
the Eisenhower administration did,

McCarthy-Go-Round

Various backstage huddles have been
taking place inside the McCarthy com
mittee to water down the censure of Mc
Carthy sufficiently to get a unanimous
report.

The man who's been holding out for
tempering the censure is Sen. Everett
Dirksen, Illinois Republican and close
friend of McCarthy's. As of this writ
ing, there may be @ sixto-one report,
with all the Democrats plus three Re
publicans—Mundt of South Dakota, Pot
ter of Michigan, and Dworshak of Idaho
—voting against McCarthy,

t is pledged even
helping the farmer
100 per cent parity,
the price supports

his  skirmish with

didn't mention was

They said the

The six members of the McCarthy
committee claim that the Wiseonsin
Senator should be censured for failura
to restrain Cohn, though they exonerata
MecCarthy for intervening with the Army
to secure a commission for Pvt. Schine,

All six agree that Secretary of the
Army Stevens and Army Counsel John
Adams were remiss in yielding to Cohn's
pressure.

U. S.-Made Watches

President Eisenhower's action, raising
the tariff on Swiss watches, has already
zipped up American watchmaking , ,
Hamillon will come out with a specia]
wrist watch for left-handed people . , ,
Elgin has designed a watch that wili
literally “tell” you the time by means
of a miniature Dick Tracy radio receiver
that picks up radio time signals
Elgin has also designed a wrist-sized

u . that will not only tell
e. but warn you if thefes
too much radioactivity in’ the air,
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