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Gasoline Trucks: A Highway Menace

The

T WAS the same fr:
im-

screech of br the crunching

=

pact of metal against metal, then the
k earth-shaking explosion A
ing gasoline tanker, deadly flame-

Tu

thrower of the highways, had aga
played the leading role in a traffic d
aster

s this week, a train was

But the result was

d tanker acci-
one dead, two injured. In addi-
a Railway depot was

burned anc damage was estimated
at $100.000

It called attention once more to the
menzce of these motorized monsters on
Tar Heel highways. The lesson is clear.
Something must be done to prevent acci-
dents like t from occurring

Any way you look at it, petroleum
tankers are dangerous. When filled to
capacity, they are heavy, unwieldy, diffi-

cult to stop and steer. In any kind of
impact there is always the danger of
explosion and sudden death. Even when
running empty, there are fumes and a
bouncing trailer to contend with on the

open road.
Is it the fault of the drivers of these
vehicles? Not always. Some of them do

drive too fast, cut corners or steal the
right of way. Most of them, however, are
safe. skillful and courteous operators.
Professional drivers are generally good
drivers because they take driving serious-
ly. It's their job to know exactly how to
steer and brake, how to take care of
their vehicle, how to avoid trouble. In

1952, only one out of four motor vehicles
involved in serious accidents was driven
by a professional. True, there are fewer
commercial vehicles than passenger cars
but the average commercial vehicle rolls
up nearly four times the mileage of the
average passenger car

Accidents do happen, however. When
they involve a gasoline tanker there is
trouble—big, explosive trouble. Fate can
step in and hamstring the best driver in
the world. He cannot always predict or
control what occurs on the highway. In
the three-year period of 1048-51, there
were 1.21 accidents involving intercity
petroleum trucks for every 100,000 ve
hicle miles they traveled

If the results of these accidents were
not so tragic they might be Iost in the
great numbers of other highway mishaps
recorded each year. But they were indeed
tragic and cannot be ignored.

It is time that the state recognized its
responsibility in this matter and con-
sidered possible remedies. The perfect
solution to the problem would be, of
course, to rule intercity tankers off
North Carolina highwavs entirely. To do
this, some new system would be required
to transport petroleum from the coast to
inland distribution points. A pipelinenet-
work would be the logical answer—leav-
ing to city trucks the job of delivering
gasoline to individual in-town stations.
These latter vehicles would be nowhere
near as dangerous as the high-speed in-
tercity tankers

The situation deserves careful study
now. How many more disasters will it
take to produce action?

OnTo The Challenge Of A New Unknown

‘UCLEAR scientists are used to start.

ling news by now, but even they
have been astounded by a report made
recently to the American Physical
Society. One of them, Dr. Marcel Schein
of the University of Chicago, reported
that he had discovered evidence of an
entirely new fundamental particle
which, if harnessed, may be much more
powerful than the mighty atom

Last winter Dr. Schein and his helpers
sent some photographic plates, tied to
a balloon, more than 100,000 feet above
Texas. The plates later showed that they
had been hit by “something” with an
energy of 10 million billion electron-
volts, which is 50 million times the
energy of a splitting uranium atom in
an atomic bomb.

Scientists believe Schein has discov-
ered the long-sought anti-proton. Its dis-
covery will help solve many nuclear
mysteries. It will, writes New YORK
TiMe's science reporter Waldemar
Kaempffert, ‘' make it necessary to revise
theories of nuclear structure and of the
way the universe maintains itsell.” Sub-
sequent investigation may be valuable in

the design of atom-smashers.

It is interesting to note that this dis-
covery has challenged the imagination of
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, recently
ousted as a security risk from his Atomic
Energy Commission post. He said he is
going to devote his time to this “remark-
able event” which “is trying to tell us
something if we could only read and un-
derstand it.”

The brilliant Oppenheimer, thinker
and theoretician, is thus returning to
the abstruse world whence he came, a
world understoed by few men. There are
no security checks in this world of his,
no ideological conflicts, no restrictions
other than the limitations of man’s mind.

It was in this recondite world that the
theories upon which practical science is
built were evolved. Perhaps the Scheins
and Oppenheimers will think out start-
ling new ideas which will be applied in
the world, for good or evil purposes,
according to the men who implement
them

Perhaps too, as Dr. Oppenheimer re.
turns to the cloistered laboratories, he
“is trying to tell us somothing, if we
could read and understand it".

Glad He's Been Here—Hope He Returns

ONE OF THE penalties, if it may be
called that, of working for a large
and extensive corporation like Southern
Bell Telephone Co. is the likelihood of
frequent transfer. As soon as one of its
top men becomes a valuable fixture in
the community—whoosh, he's gone

tem operates to advantage
It brings into the Queen City out-
standing men, if only for a relatively
brief period. Charlotte was a stepping
stone for Fred J. Turner, former North
Carolina manager who is now president
of the company. E. H. Wasson, now
president of the American Telephone
Co., served here with Southern Bell.
Harvey Booth was North Carolina man-

From The Sanford Herald

ager. Sam Youngblood was Charlotte dis-
trict manager. It is this latter office that
H. Y. Alexander, a native Mecklenburger,
has filled since 1950, serving meanwhile
in a number of responsible civic jobs, of
which his past chairmanship of the Social
Planning Council and present position as
chairman of the Mecklenburg American
Red Cross chapter are worth special note.
Now he too is moving another notch
up the ladder, to the position of general
commercial supervisor at the company's
general headquarters in Atlanta
We're sorry that he's going, glad that
he was here, and hope that he comes
back.

MAN WHO DIDN'T LIKE DOGS

ERHAPS you saw the little story in

the papers about a California con-
gressman's discovery of a trick used by
soclal climbers to crash Washington's
society whirl. Knowing that social sec-
retaries make up guest lists from ac-
ceptances, without bothering to check
them against the invitations, some cou-
ples make the best parties simply by
sending acceptances fo invitations they
never received. “Also, sending a regret
to an unreceived invitation often puts
the writer on the next invitation list of
the embassy or social hostess—on the
theory that the poor thing had to miss

the last affair,” the congressman dis-
closed
We once knew a bachelor naval

officer assigned to the Pentagon who
wangled Washington invitations through
a more subtle approach. He bought a
fine cocker spaniel and for it a collar
inscribed with his own name address
and telephone number. Then he would
drive into a meighborhood where high
officials and members of embassies
lived. Near some especially impressive
residences he would kick out the dog
and speed away.

In due time his telephone would ring
someone in a big house had found the
dog and wished to notify its owner. The
naval officer would express appreciation
and delight, promising to call imme-
diately for his pet.

And of course, he would. Upon arriv-

ing, he would speak so engagingly of
the dog that the person who opened
the door wsually would ask him to tarry
That was all he needed; he had enough
charm and the dog enough breeding to
mike it almost certain that both would
be asked back.

When last we saw him, this officer was
till a bachelor despite his hope that
these associations with the great would
lead him into a fortunate marriage. One
factor constantly interfered. Inasmuch as
only an animal fancier would investi-
gate a stray cocker, however handsome,
and go to the trouble to call its owner,
all the girls he met in the fashionable
houses were wild about dogs.

And our naval acquaintance really
couldn’t stand them

Yn]'m Tand\ the speedy Australian
who ran the mile in 3:58. says he gets in
shape by chasing butterflies, And a lot of
people get butterflies without running
a mile for them —NEw ORLEANS STATES

New-fangled movies may be okay for
mom and the kids, but a man misses the
silent films. It was so good to see a
woman open her mouth and have no
sound come out —CHANGING TIMES

The office pessimist thinks the fellow
\\\n said you can't take it with y
referring to summer weather.—
.Sr Louis GLOBE-DEMOCRAT.

Geneva Set The Stage For New Disasters In Asia

By THE ALSOPS

WASHINGTON
HE settlement agreed on at
Geneva has turned out, as
expected, to be a new Munich
in the Far East. The parallel is
exact at almost every point.

With hardly repressed sighs
of relief, the free mations have
vielded vital strategic position
to a ruthless totalitarian aggres-
sor.

The manner of yielding is
such as to make the next step
rather easily predictable. The
first bite of Czechoslovakia that
Hitler took at Munich was only
the prelude to the last bite that
he took at Prague. In the same
fashion, the conditions have now
been created for another Com-
munist bite in Indochina.

Finally, Munich was an his-
toric point of no return, in the
sense that the abandonment of
Czechoslovakia decisively tilted
the power balance in favor of
Hitler and against the free na-
tions. The sequel of Geneva will
come more slowly, and it will be
more complex and less dramatic

in its development. But there
can be little doubt that the
abandonment of Indochina will

be remembered as the mo
ont when the power balance

tilted decisively against the free
nations and in favor of the
Kremlin.

No one familiar with the local
situation in Indochina can be
very hopeful about the future of

“[ can’t find it on the map, but I'm sure it's the main highway

fered a shattering defeat

Laos, Cambodia and the bob-
tailed remnant of Viet Nam that
remains in French hands. Al
most every factor will work in
favor of Communist capture of
these additional territories.

In the first place, the set of
political opinions in all Asian
countries is most strongly in-
fluenced by the general estimate
of which way the bandwagon is
traveling. The French have suf-
Their
own forces, their own adminis-
tration, must be demoralized
thereby. The Vietnamese, the
Laotians and the Cambodians
can no longer regard the French
as reliable protectors. That means
a great increase of Communist
strength.

Second, Communist infiltration
is already welladvanced in
many of the areas that are sup-
posed to have been forbidden
to communism. Until this year,
for instance, southern Indochina
was believed to be almost
wholly pacified and cleaned of
communism
WEAKNESS REVEALED

But when the crisis of Dien
Bien Phu revealed the weakness
of the French, guerrilla activity
immediately broke out, on an
important seale, throughout the
southern provinces. Even in
Saigon, the grenade mets, which
had not been used for years,
had to be brought out again. It
can be imagined what is mow
likely to happen, after the Com-
munist success at Geneva,

\\\

Third, the provisions in the
Geneva agreement for "regroup-
ing" of troops are almost wholly
unenforcible, except against the
French. The Vietminh troops
are regulars, with all the train-
ing and equipment of regulars.
But the great bulk of these
Vietminh regulars are also
trained to imitate the simple
peasantry and to live as guer-
rillas, Who can suppose that
they will peacefully march
away, abandoning the territory
they now hold?

Fourth, the
crossed a kind of
making this settlement. They
have laid down their arms. No
doubt the Communist high com-
mand will let the French get
used to peace for a considerable
period, doing nothing drastic to
disturb the settlement for a
good many months. But if and
when the French find them-
selves with a new civil war on
their hands in southern Viet
Nam, who can suppose they will
have the stomach to take up
their arms again?

A MERE PRELUDE

For all these reasons, this Ge-
neva settlement must certainly be
regarded as a mere prelude to a
Communist grab for the rest of
Indochina, unless and until subse.
quent events give clear, hard
proof to the contrary. Further-
more, this Indochinese settlement
must also be expected to produce
the most far-reaching results out-
side of Indochina.

French have
Rubicon by

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Musical Question

‘Entirely Incorrect’

Gaffney, S. C
tors, The News:
the July 21

E
I issue of The
Charlotte News, page 2B in
How's Your IQ®" number 2
you ask, “What is the name of
the musical scale that includes
half notes?” I would like to in-
form you that the question is
entirely incorrect. The question
should be stated, “What is the
name of the musical scale that
includes half steps only?" There
is no name for a scale that con-
tains half notes; there never has
been, and there never will be
Any scale may contain half
notes. A half step is the next
closest tone above or below
given note. It doesn't have to be
the next note in a scale

I am first chair first oboe
player in the Gaffney High
School Band, which claimed all
first ratings in all events it en-
tered this past year, and
taught under Director B. H
Walker that a half note gets:

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
Indochina
Republicans  in-
herited some Democratic mistakes,

in handling

T][r mistakes
are legion. The

a lot more themselves. Only reason Thmm on Jan.
looking back is to avoid mistakes in 1‘|r tion by means and
future. m choosing.”

Here are some of them—Mistake down in little wars
No. 1 was made by Dean Acheson when President Nixon on

he did not demand that France give in-
within
Acheson was tough with
but*hot with the
e U. . military want-

dependence to Indochina
French Union
the Dutch in Indonesia,
ench. Reason: Thy

bases in France and North Africa .

two beats in 44, 24, 34, and
fast 68 time; one beat in cut
time; and four beats in slow
68 time. So you see, your ques-
tion was very confusing.
Also_please unscramble the
word TOLIVE. 1 was unable to
understand it even after looking
at the answer.
—C. GARY PHIFER JR.

Why Not More On
S. C. Beauty Queen?

Laurinburg

Editors, The News

HAVE seen the picture of

Miss Martha Dean Chestnut
of Conway, S. C, in your paper
several times as being crowned
queen of something. You never
give the name of her parents or
anything else. I don't even know
the girl but I might if I knew
her parent’'s name.

Surely as many times as she
has won honors she rates a full
story write-up. How about it?
She is a pretty young lady
and my friends are going to look
forward to seeing more of her

a

and maybe tearning more about
her soon.
~MRS. J. B. JOHNSON

Volunteer Firemen
Praised For Work

Route 3, Matthews

Editors, The News:
E appreciate the help each
and every member of the
Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Dept.
gave us when lightning burned
a hay barn here and threatened
other buildings. We cannot thank
them individually, We want
your help in letting them know
we appreciate it, and in letting
others know how generously and
efficiently they respond to a call
for aid.

They were here within 14 min-
utes and stayed 4'z hours
Every bit of encouragement and
assistance you have given in pro-
moting the organization of vol-
urteer fire departments cer-
tainly has our enthusiastic ap-
proval,
—MR. AND MRS.

DAN HOOD

The results in Eruope may be
good. French Prime Minister
Mendes-France has shown him-
self to be a man of force and
character, and the Indochinese
settlement gives him a chance to
set the French house in order
at last. But against such possible
good results in Europe must be
set all the evil consequences
which are sure to flow in Asia.

The President has recently been
emphasizing Japan's essential im-
portance to this country. Now the
Japanese drift to neutralism can
easily become uncontrollable. By
the same token, the demonstra-
tion at Geneva of Communist
strength and western weakness
will increase the demoralization
in Formosa: strengthen the
Communists in Indonesia and Ma-
laya; threaten the pro-Western
government in Thailand; and

greatly increase the difficulties
of the stoutly courageous but
sorely beset government of Bur-
ma.

In short what has now happened,
by any sane test, is a huge politi-
cal-strategic disaster. This disas-
ter has upset the whole horribly
precarious balance of power in
Asia, most probably beyond re-
pair by such an expedient as the
plan for a South Asian Defense
Community.

It is a disaster for which any
incidental gains in FEurope can
hardly compensate. And it is a
(isaster from which the Amerie
can government cannot  possi-
bly “disassociate” itself. For the
plain fact is that the United
States, as leader of the West,
failed to act when there was still
time to act

Whodunit Fans Take Note:
Lie Detectors Can Lie Too

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
TI{E recent whodunit stuff with
the lie detectors has been
fascinating to read about, and
there is no denying that a plea
for a new trial for Paul A. Pfef.
fer, a young Brooklyn, N. Y.,
truck driver, was based on a se-
ries of such tests. Pfeffer’s tests
indicated he was not lying when
he denied the murder of Ed-
ward S. Bates, whom rapist-mur-
derer John Roche claims to have
killed, among others.

It may well be that Pfeffer, al-
ready sentenced for the murder,
was innocent, and so we credit
an assist for the machine, but I
never helieved too strongly in
them. They record a physiologi-
cal reaction to emetion, and hence
are wide open to error

A cop we know fecls the same
way. He reckons that a pathologi
cal liar could beat the machine,
while a flustered innocent would
come out as guilty as sin. Any-
body who is emotionally unstable
or even heavily excited can get
tripped up on the detector.

The average man, looking at a
machine that could mean his
guilt or innacence, is going to be
excited, and the more so if he is
innocent. You all know that clo-
ven-tongued, dry-mouthed, wet
handed feeling when the chips are
really down, whether it's a speech
you've got to make, or a trip to
court, or a personal tragedy. You
hook that one to a lie detector and
the graph is apt to be pretty
bumpy. Anyone who might have
recorded me the day I had to
make a speech in Spanish could
have found me guilty of sinking
the Maine.

When the day comes that a ma-
chine will give you irrefutable evi-
dence of guilt or innocence, all
the lawyers, judges and jurists
will be out of business. Thera
won't be any more lengthy trials
or wrongfully punished innocents.
Just tie on the wire and ask him
if he done it or didn’t he. Then
you either leave him loose or shoot
him fast.

In the meantime I am not too
upset about the percentage of
error in what is called ‘palica
brutality™ in exacting confessions.
A few guys — and Pfeffer may ba
one — get had up in error, and tha
harsh lights and foot-tickling by
the coppers exact a bum confes-
sion. Once in a long while an in-
nocent man will get manhandled
info a wrong rap

But I reckon that in about 98
per cent of most police “interro-
gations™ the laws are not dealing
with what is commonly termed
“nice’’ people. “Nice'' people are
rather rarely suspected of crimes
so serious that it takes a bevy of
detectives to pound a little truth
out of them. The accidental mur-
derer generally doesn’t pose much
of a problem. He's glad to con-
fess and get it over with
MOSTLY SCUM

What cops generally deal with
is eriminal scum, men who have
reason to be suspected and are
picked up for that reason. An
odd lump or an egged eye seems
to me to make very little differ-
ence, if rough handling gets at
the truth. In the case of the ine
nocent bystander, it is very sad,
but cops are in the business of
catching criminals, and you can't
catch them entirely with cream.

TVA Controversy Produces

Another

Momentous Poser

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
PﬁHSII‘E\T Eisenhower him-
self has now raised another
momentous question in connection
with the controversial private
utility contract he has ordered
the Atomic Energy Commission
and Tennessee Valley Authority
to sign. It is whether he is get-
ting the proper information to
make the far-reaching decisions
which are his remorseless daily
portion
At his press conference Wednes-
day he was invited to discuss his
attitude toward the question of
whether the President has the
power {0 order independent agen-
cies to take on that their ad-
ministrators or a commission ma-
jority oppose. He was reminded
that a major point in current
Senate debate arose out of testi-

mony before the Joint Congres-
sional Atomic Committee that
three AEC commissioners op-

posed signing the moot contra

The President disclosed that iw-
did not know the AEC majority
had opposed the contract. He de-
scribed that information as “a
premise.”

It is not a premise but a fact,
testified to in public hearings and
carried on the front pages of the
Washington newspapers that he is
said to read. Had an AEC ma-
jority not opposed the contract, it
would not have been necessary for
the President, through the Budg-
et Bureau, to order AEC to sign
it. AEC has two other contracts

with private utilities

Two of the protesting AEC
commissioners described  their
reservations in a formal letter to
the Budget Bureau. The new cons
ract seemed to them “incons
gruous,”” *‘roundabout” and 4 per-
version of their “sober primary
mission.""

The President indicated that he
thought ba an opinion
from the attorney general in the
matter. Though his language was
very invelved, he appeared to feel
that he was merely accepting a
responsibility that he said lots of
people would like to get out of.

On July 11 last, Attorney Gen-
eral Herbert Brownell was asked
on the telecast, “Meet the Press,”
whether he had given his ape
proval to the contract now so bite
terly debated. He replied catego-

rically
No, that hasn't come to the
D(‘p1rlmrm of Justice in any

wa

THl‘ President concluded by say-
ing that not believe tha
AEC was an independent com-
mission in the sense that the In-
terstate  Commerce  Commission
and Federal Communications
Commission are. It is something,
he said, that he was compelled to
take action on and over which to
exercise supervision

Actually, AEC was established
by Congress with the hope and
aim of making that most-sensi-
tive ageney of government more
independent than any other.

Indochina Was A Tragedy Of Errors

Legion in St
suffer “

the American Society of
the

ting

Louis that Clnna wm‘rl
grave consequences”
tinued aggression. The Chinese ihl.mhcd
their noses; the aggression continued ., .
12 talked of

We would not ;.«( hﬂ:,!r‘d
April’
Ni

tors that we would send annp: Iﬂ Indo-
china if necessary — which meant get-
bogged down in a little war . .

l[‘\b days later, April 21, Nixon told a Des
Moines audience: “Our policy is to avoid

if she
Adm. Radford

“instant re.
places of oir

H china . ..

region than I am.”
chairman of Tke's

about hot war, was getting ready to send
American airplane carriers to Indochina

Later Radford made a definite pro-
pasal to congressional leaders to send
the Air Force and the
Simultaneously Dulles asked
Congress for a blanket resolu
mit Eisenhower to take any steps neces
sary in Indochina

Meanwhile the
Joint Chiefs of Stafi
definitely talking

before

was
And

gret
the
Navy into Indo-

ion to per-
Roy.
. But the President,

asked about these steps, was vague
“There is fighting going on," he said, Joe is
“and of course everyhody would like to Jight.

tion few
50 he's certain to miss it

miss him—though not always with
The photographers,
he newsmen will miss the brash, bump-
tious, brilliant youngster who made news
headlines whenever he opened his mouth,
But most of all Joe McCarthy will miss

television cameras. It's a posl
people in the nation atlain,

{0 some_extent Washington will

e

the TV

TV cameras haven't been focusing on
Joe lately. The big show is over, and

deliberately shunning the lin.e.

Publicrelations advisers have told

So with independence unsettled, the sending our boys to Indochina or any. see it stopped.” But he was merely talk him to stay away from it. But if the TV
Communists had grist for revolution and where else to_ fight.” enhower ing about some solution that would cameras were still in focus last week,
the fighting continued . . . One year after statements added to the usn(unmn Re- be acceptable to us and would stop this the public would have seen the 27-year-
the Eisenhower administration took of- ferring by name to Indochina, Ike toid blood-letting . . . So ran hu press cnn old Roy still influencing almost every
fice it proposed doing something defi Ah; newspaper editors in |, 1053: ference statements afier  move the senator makes

nite about Indochina

in most foreign-policy matters, was
made, not by Ike, but by his advisers, where would be a fraud
He remained aloof. though acquiescent he told the governors in
. It was decided to make an allout dochina was indispensable, “If Indochina

Decision, as

leased aggressive armie

*Any armistice in Korea that m

erely
to attack ‘else

In August
Seattle that In

cept
“acceptable to

ion,”

India

ington. He will

drive to educate the American public goes ... the last little bit of land hang-
on the importance of Indochina and pos: ing on down there would be indefensibi
sible war The can public ob The tin and tungsten that we so great
viously was nat ready for war and it bc value would cease coming. All

came more confused by the “education.” would be outflanked. Burma would be in
There were too many educators and some no position for defense.” ut

of their speeches backfired. Dulles the Chinese war got hn"rr Tke told a
called the Geneva conference “the Feb. 10 press conference one is

world's best hope.”*

It ended in disastrous
retreat . . . Dulles told the American

United

more bitterly opposed to getting
States into a hot war in that

the

re- months of indecision
Geneva truce which satisfied nobody, ex
the Communists,
us.” . . S0 runs
case history of our uncertain diplomacy
n Indochina, a policy of “instant retalia
“liberation,”

Roy Will Be Missed

as Roy Cohn will
mis
ilege of rummaging through anyone's in
come taxes, the vu\.\er of subpoenaing
anyone in the US.A

came \h\s weel
Carthy
all was
Lhe

least of

and hauling them

answered on his own.
faltered, Roy was right beside him.

“How
Senator?

s At a press conference last week, Me-

was parrying questions. Most he
But whenever he
you be in Boston,
question

long will
was one

and “the New Look.”  McCarthy hesitated.
In a stage whisper, Cohn prompted:
“Don’t know."
Quick as a flash McCarthy picked up
probably miss Wash- the cue.
its glamor, the priv-  “We have an awful lot of witnesses

to hear in Boston and lots of busincss
1o take care of,” he said. “We ]\ESR can’t
tell now how long it will tak




