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Elect A Democrat
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The Great Hope Of The Atomic Age

HERE is precious little news of atomie

developments that offers hope for
peaceful progress of mankind. The de-
structiveness of alomic weapons grows
ever larger, far beyond the comprehen-
sion of any man. A-bombs, H-bombs,
atomic submarines, guided missiles and
artillery shells with atomic warheads —
the list of weapons made practicable by
the discovery of the atom's secret is
large and varied

Perhaps, in view of the stupendous
military development of the atom, we
are merely grasping at a straw—at any
possible alternative to destruction by
atomic weapons—in taking hope from a
statement yesterday by the president of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Dr. James R. Killian Jr.. who announced
plans for construction of a nuclear reac-
tor, to be devoted solely to education
and non-secret research in the peacetime
application of nuclear power.

The reactor is a furnace which pro-
duces energy from uranium or thorium
In releasing its great energy, the furnace
makes by-products important to science
and industry, radioactive isotopes used
in medicine and agriculture being among
them. Thus the furnace serves as an im-
mediate aid to research and science
while producing large amounts of power.

The government recently embarked
upon a five-year program for develop-
ment of nuclear reactors for commer-
cial power production. The significance

State Budget Picture

ITH a week and a half yet to go in

tpe current fiscal year, North Caro-
lina's revenue picture is a good deal
brighter than it was a few months ago.

At the end of 11 months, general fund
revenue was up $4,184,648 over last year
to $165.604,582 — an increase of 2.59
per cent.

The highway fund revenue had climbed
$2735,795 over the first 11 months of
last year to $93,944,596 — an increase
of three per cent.

The smaller highway safety and gas-oil
inspection funds also showed modest in-
creases.

Analyzing these figures, Wg THE Pro-
rLE concludes that North Carolina will
be able to meet all appropriations in the
1054-55 fiscal year, barring a serious
business recession, but that there will be
little or no surplus for the 1955 General
Assembly to allocate as there was in
1953 at the end of the Scott administra-
tion

“With the spending level high and
prospects for revenue low, the only hope
for a balanced budget will be raising new
money either from new taxes, elimina-
tion of exemptions from the sales tax,
or getting a substantial number of new
taxpayers to help carry the load,” says
the magazine. “The other alternative is
cutting expenditures, which is a difficult
thing to get a General Assembly to do
except in the midst of a very heavy de-

of the planned MIT reactor lies in the
fact that it is another forward step in the
non-governmental development of the
atom. This private development of a
hitherto government monopely is aug-
mented by the recent decision of New
England governors to appoint an atomic
energy committee, the increased use of
nuclear materials in industry and re-
search.

To date there is only one privately-
owned nuclear reactor in operation, and
it is here in North Carolitna, at State
College. The University of Michigan and
Pennsylvania State College are well along
with their plans for similar furnaces and
17 other universities and colleges are now
attempting to get approval and funds for
construction of reactors.

Nuclear scientists are still. to use a
phrase Dr. Karl Compton coined some
months ago, about where Watt, inventor
of the steam engine, was “when he saw
the lid lift off the kettle”. But in a few
decades atomic power and its by-products
may be able to produce enough power
to transform those large underdeveloped
areas of the world into .modern lands of
plenty.

In other words. if atomic weapons don't
wipe out humanity in the next decade
or so. the likelihood is that peaceful ap-
plication of atomic power may make wars
unnecessary. Therein lies what is proba-
bly, in a dangerous age, mankind's great-
est hope.

Not All Dark

pression, such as confronted the legisla-
tures of the early 1930's.”

We Tur ProPLe may be overly pessi-
mistic. There are numerous signs that
the national economy, having weathered
the recent recession, is moving into high
gear once again. North Carolina’s reve-
nue system is pegged mainly to sales and
income taxes and, hence, is extremely
sensitive to general business conditions.
If business improves, gains in revenue
will be registered next year.

If the budget picture at the end of the
next fiscal year is as dark as We Tue

pLE predicts, however, the easiest and
fairest way of getting more state revenue
will be to curtail drastically the schedule
of sales tax exemptions.

These exemptions have been written
into the sales tax laws without any uni-
formity or logic. Back in 1850, Revenue
Commissioner Eugene Shaw found that
the 32 specific exemptions cost the state
heavily. Mr. Shaw recommended that all
exemptions be eliminated except for
three, well-defined categories. He esti-
mated that this step would increase sales
tax revenue by 50 per cent.

The Shaw report was made during the
Scott administration, but got little atten-
tion from the 1951 and 1953 legislatures.
Yet it offers the best solution anyone has
yet advanced for boosting state revenue
and equalizing the tax burden at the
same time.

Ground Rules For Letter Writers

LETTER in yesterday's PropLE’s

PLATFORM prompts us once again to

remind readers of the loose ground rules
for published letters. It said:

“All of you keep it up, just keep it
up and you'll have a nice race riot on your
hands. Can't all of you people see that
all you're stirring up_ with these words of
indignation and hate is more of the same?”

The writer was referring to some of
the more intemperate expressions of
opinion on the segregation issue that
have appeared in the PLaTrorM. His
point was well made.

There have been some pretty intemper-
ate letters, full of anger and hate, and
couched in inflaimmatory language. In
general, we've tried to delete from the
letters all phrases and sentences that
were patently fashioned to stir up racial
animosity. Being human, we have erred.
A few phrases have slipped by that
should have been eliminated.

In trying to keep the Pratroam from
being used as a vehicle to create racial
hatred, the editors are not invoking cen-
sorship. Our readers well know that our

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

long-standing policy is to let them speak
their mind, short of libel and obscenity.
A letters column that does not grant that
freedom to its readers is not worth the
space it takes

On such delicate issues as race and re-
ligion. however, the newspaper has a re-
sponsibility to its community and its re-
gion to encourage temperance and to
discourage high emotions. That is not to
say that strong convictions should not be
voiced. It is to say, for example, that
blanket insults about an entire race have
no place in the current public discussion
of segregation.

In general, then, may we suggest:

1. That letters on the segregation issue
be phrased in moderate language;

2. That they avoid blanket indictments;

an

3. That letter writers state their own
opinions and refrain from criticizing
other letter writers.

If those general rules are observed,
Nrws readers can be sure that all print-
able letters on segregation or any other
issue will be published, just as they have
been published in the past.

ON PARLE FRANCAIS IN YORK, PA.

MERICAN children are less favored

than European children’ in one re-
spect. They are not compelled, by the
proximity of people speaking other lan-
guages, to learn some second—or third
or fourth—tongue in addition to their
native speech. York, Pa, with a popula-
tion of 60,000, is taking admirable steps
to do something about that.

For the second year, now, it is teach-
ing French in its elementary schools.
Six hundred second and third graders
are being taught entirely by ear—singing
songs, playing guessing and word games,
putting on puppet shows, andelistening to
stories being read aloud—all in French.
‘When the children reach the fourth grade
they will start trying to read French
‘Writing will come later, and in about the
seventh grade the pupils will take up
French grammar,

Because of this extraordiniry read-
Iness of the children of York to partici-
pate in a bilingual program, York has

been selected for an unusual experiment,
The Bilingual World, fostering English
French bilingualism, has chosen York and
the French city of Arles to copy each
other’s customs and speak each other's
language during one week of the year.
It is planned for town dignitaries and
tourists fo exchange visits. Last year
the first such experiment was carried
out by the British town of Harrogate
and the French town of Luchon.

The children of York, and their com-
munity with them, will be the richer
for the experience: more understanding
of the world they live in; better able to
live in harmony with peoples of other
languages, other customs. And that will
be no small educational achievement,
varticularly in this dissonant year of
1954.

If all privates proved as costly as G
David Schine, the country couldn't afford
an army—MeMPHIS PRESS SCIMITAR.

Lincoln, Burke, Avery and
Mitchell are in position to wield
many times their natural strength
this November in national poli-
tics. With the scales practically
evenly balanced in Washington,
with the Republicans barely hold-
ing enough majority to control the
committees, this Tenth Con-
gressional Distric: may well be
the deciding factor to unseat the
Republican chairmen of these
powerful committees and supplant
them with, in many instances,
southern Democrats. One of hese
would be Harold Coaley as chair-
man of the great Agriculture Com-
mittee.

So, the Democrats of the Tenth
will please alert yourselves. Your
fighting strength at its utmost is
being called for. The millionaires"
club of Washington has got us, [
mean the entire nation. in trouble.
Let us place Judge Sedberry in
charge of the Tenth District in
Washington and he will help kick
the Republican committee chair-
men out of their offices.

You Citizens-for-Eisenhower, if
you really want to help Ike be
President, ‘and someone needs
to help him) then let's change
these people who would usurp his
prerogatives, and elect a Demo-
crat in the Tenth District.

~—MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP

Chm'n 10th Cong. District

Eliminate lllusions
War

Charlotte

lhc freedom of

speech, freedom of the press,
and last but not least, the un-
biased opinion of The News, we

un pmum]pln our wmtora to
thousands read

'I'N NI'I And it is lrltﬂyin‘ to
know that one writer is so en-
thused to assist in my departure
to the North and willing to pay
half of my expenses as well as
taking the liberty to ask for col-
lections to take my black broth-
ers with me. That, to me, is real
hospitality (even though he mis-
quoled me).

. . . The Democratic South
would do well W Wy and cooper-
ate, alleviate a barrier to prog-
ress, and eliminate false illusions
left from the Civil War. With this
coordination, our nation could be

much stronge
=D. E. WICKLAND

Why Do Intellectuals
Favor Communists?

rlotte

Eduuu. The News:
READING your paper it is
mnslstmﬁy apparent that you
take every opportunity to smear
Sen. McCarthy's work.

1 am incapable of understand-
ing the tendency on the part of a
segment of the intellectuals to
favor Communists.

But 1 am sure the American
people will come out all right in
the long run

—HARRY F. KELLY

Let's Pray More
And Say Less

Editors, The N

ew!
ADITIONS of men must fall
Only the word of God can

Lincolnton

stand.

The Bible says, Acts 17-26:
“And hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on
the earth.”

Let us pray more and say less,
lest we have to re

I am an Ethiopian.

—MRS. SLSIE OLIVER

President Overruled AEC
To Grant Utility Contract

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

N AN unprecedented exercise

of Presidential authority,
President Eisenhower has or-
dered the Atomic Energy Com-
mission to sign a 25-year contract
with a private utility for the pro-
duction of power to be distributed
through the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority. He also ordered TVA to
cooperal

The AEC itself does not need
the power. It is getting all it
wants and needs at a fair price
from TVA.

At least two AEC Commission-
ers informed the White House and
have now said publicly that such
use of AEC's contracting power
is “incongruous, awkward.
unbusinesslike” and a handicap
lu AEC in the execution of its

“'sober and exacting principal
mission.” A commission majority
is_against it

That the AEC had no disposi-
tion to take the rap for the con-
troversial arrangement is shown
by the fact that the President had
to order it to make the contract.

Great issues are involved in the
story as it unfolded at a tense
hearing of the Joint Congression-
al Committee on Atomic Energy.
These issues are so great that
the obvious question of whether
the contract is provident and
wise and what it does to TVA—
important as they are—must lake
second place
HAS HE THE RIGHT?

The President is shown at-
tempting to enforce his power
policy at second hand through an
independent agency. Has he that
right?

Of all the independent agencies,
the one chosen deals with the
most crucial, far-reaching and se-
cret activity of the Government
Is it wise to inject it into a large-
ly irrelevant matter?

AEC is already in the throes of
embittered controversies over the
rights and actions of its chair-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

man, Lewis Strauss, and the se-
curity clearance of its best-known
scientist, Dr. Robert Oppenheim-
er. Is it good administration to
toss another divisive problem
into-the boiling pot?

Atomic energy policy is at a
legislative crossroads, with the
joint congressional committee
trying to shape a mere flexible
new law so that a broad base for
peacetime use of the atom may
be more quickly achieved. Is a
single power project worth upset-
ting the orderly progress of this
legislation?

What is almost the most as-
tonishing aspect is that the Presi-
dent, so reluctant to cross Con-
gress or even one member of it,
should intervene so arbitrarily with
the pet agemcy of Congress.

Every legislative safeguard that
could insure bipartisanship was
thrown about this agency. The
Jjoint committee, under Republican
and Democratic chairmen alike,
has prided itself on acting as a
non-political board of directors to
AEC, The President’s order was
unexpected and, to some, shock-
ing.

The joint committee has known
for some time about the private-
utllity effort to utilize the AEC's
power to make 25-year contracts
It is known as the Dixon-Yates
proposal and involves a group of
utllities in the TVA area

April 16 last, two of the dissent-
ing commissioners, Dr. Henry
Smyth and Eugene Zuckert, wrote
to the Budget Director their
trenchant reasons for opposing the
proposal. The letter trom  the
director of the budget conveying
the President's order to proceed
is dated June 16. Senators are
pointing out bitterly that the
President waited until after the
AEC appropriation bill was on his
desk for signature. They are look-
ing for and expect to find another
means of making their views
known

Press Comment

The Army-M'Carthy Hearing

following are excerpts of

wnﬂw editorials comment-

ing on the end of the Army-Mc-
Carthy hearings:

The New York Times: “Sen.
McCarthy has demonstrated be-
yond any possibility of doubt that
he has no respect for, even if he
has any understanding of, the
American system of government,

as it is on the separation
of powers . . . He has demon-
strated his contempt for the ex-
ccutive branch . . . by open invi-
lation to all federal employes to
disregard the law, violate their
oaths of office, to ignore all rules
and regulations in bringing infor-
mation to him

The conclusion is that Sen. M-
Carthy as a legislative official of
the United States was using — and
gives every evidence of intending
to use — his high position to un-
dermine the structure of this gov-
ernment for his own purposes un-
d" uae Bui

“Neither side mde &
compelling case in terms of the
specific charges it presented. Sen
McCarthy's absurd concoction of
anadministration plot to thwart his
investigation of communism in
the army was supparted by noth-
ing save his own redundant reci-
tal of it. Secretary Stevens and
Army Counselor Adams convicted
themselves, however, of a record
of complaisance, conciliation rd
«cajolery in the face of McCarthy
subcommittee interference with
an unsurpation of their executive
responsibilities that was altogeth-
e shocking. .

Cleveland Plain Dealer: “The
picture presented to the nation of
McCarthy was sharp and [right-
ening. His basic technique, it was
clearly shown, is to operate under
the false assumption that since
his objective is to expose Commu-
nists, everyone who disagrees with
him must be protecting commu-
nists. His conduct has enlarged
the split in the Republican party.

New Orleans States: "The so-
ber conclusion ‘is that the long-
drawn hearing was an uncon-
scionable waste of time in a day in
national history when every min-
ute is precious, and a reflection
on national prestige at a time
when that prestige needs bolster-
ing instead of diminution.”

New York Herald Tribune:
“Secretary Stevens. . .was dois
his best to protect the Army
against abuses of congressional
power. . .Certainly these hearings
have not helped to raise the
prestige of the United States. Yet
events had made them necessary,
and in the end they may well be
found o have been a political
turning point.”

Buffalo Courier-Express: "W
don't think any American is
proud of the show in any respect.
Without a doubt, the public is
glad that it is over. Certainly the
principals should be, for there
were plenty of signs that the au-
dience was walking out in droves,
either surfeited or disgusted.”

Des Moines Register: “A great
many Americans, we believe, are
now far better equipped to rec-
ognize the dangers and the subtle
mechanics of emotional and hys-
terical witch hunting and irre-
sponsible demagoguery than they
were before. . .(The public's) ver-
dict calls for the swift and certain
removal of McCarthy from
the chairmanship of the Govern.
ment Operations Committee and
its investigating subcommittee.”

Laul!ﬂlle Cnlrkr = Journal:
“, In long, degrading
travesty v( zhe democratic pro-
cess, there have been no heroes.
There was no virtue to rise trium-
phant, no truth to cry aloud, no
man whom we can henor, noe
principle vindicated at the last
Sen. McCarthy has shown him.
self to be evil and unmatched in
malice. But Secretary Stevens
also stands naked as a man of
weak principle and little pride "

Mobile (Ala.) Register: “The
Army-McCarthy televised per-
formance has hurt congressional
prestige, consumed time which
senators on the investigation
could put to better purpose and
has run up an expense bill for
the taxpayers to pay, The tax-
payers don't get their money's
worth when they have to pick up
the check for the expenses of such
congressional capers as that."

Oregon Journal: “Who's lying®
Who's committing perjury. who's
violating the law, and who is to
be punished for it? This puts Atty.
Gen. Brownell squarely on ihe
spot. The attorney general can
get himself off the spot only by do-
ing his utmest to bring to trial
those who have perjured them-

selves.”

New
criminal
is a continy

k Daily News: ‘The
‘ommunist conspiracy
peril to this na-
tion. Sen Carthy had reason
to believe the conspiracy had
dangerously penetrated the
Army. Therefore we think these
hearings were beneficial if for no
other reason than that they
alerted or re-alerted tens of mil-
lions of Americans to the Com-
munist conspiracy. *

Nashville Tennessean:
shoddy circus and discr
brawl from which no participant
emerged as a winner
greatest damage, however, has
been suffered by the mation in
the eyes of the rest of the world
which believes, with good reason,
that McCarthyism is akin to Hit-
lerism. "

Boston Herald: “The evidence
has not convinced either the pros
or the antis. . .Rather the hear
ings have further embittered both
sides. . Unless there develops &
temper of cooperation that seems
most improbable, the contest over
constitutional powers and respon-
sibilities will grow more serious

Boston Post: . . It should be
clear that the fate of the nation's
security became mired in politics,
and that somewhere beyond the
range of the television cameras,
spurred by motives which are
yet unclear, the anti-anti-Comm
nists hdd gathered together all
the considerable resources o
crush and discredit the search for
wrongdoers inimical to the na-
tional safety

“To the v
try, the overpublicized Army-Me-
Carthy hearing ended. . .The quar-
rel was an overinflated issue. . .
The efforts of those who reported
the affair as such were ludicrous,
in the opinion of the public be-
yond provincial Washington.”

Albany, (N. Y. Nickerbocker
News: “One of the most amaz-
ing laundering jobs in American
history has at least gone through
the washtub stage. Whatever the
cost in prestige, harmonious re-
lations not only among ourselves
but with our associates in a trou-
bled world and in delay in de-
voting our attention to the great-
er emergencies, Wwe may never
know.™
Philadelphia  Bulletin: “The
time spent on this inquiry . .
has not been altogether wasted.
It has after all given the most
complete picture of Sen. McCar-
thy in action so far available to
the American peq

Atlanta Constitution: “Those
hearings — the McCarthy mess
in Washington — have at last
ended, but the aroma lingers on
.. . and will, we are afraid, for
years to come. The nation, the
President and the Republican Par-
ty have been hurt, and in no mi-
nor fashion. But the character of
McCarthy is well revealed. That
is the one gain. If out of this
comes a real reform in the vital
and necessary investigative proc-
esses of the Congress, that will
prove another gain.”

Albuquerque Journey: Army
Counsel Welch ended his cross-
examination of Sen. Joseph Mc-
Carthy in the McCarthy - Army
hearing with the momentous
words ‘I rest.’ Those words 'l
rest’” will be applauded by many
Americans. And thus may we all
‘rest’ for a while.”

Pittsburgh Posi-Gazette: “Any
hope that the subcommittee itsell
would arrive at an objective judg-
ment has been slim indeed . . ,
While Sen. Mundt was nominally
in charge of the proceedings, it
was Sen. McCarthy, in fact, who
dominated and ran the proceed-
ings from start to finish. Thus the
Senate is yet to deal with a col-
league whose obsessive hunt for

- subversives at times borders on

lunacy. It is imperative that it
done.”

=
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Philadelphia Inquirer: “The
conclusion to drawn is that
(Stevens) waited too long to stand
up manfully against McCarthy and
sought to appease him instead. If

the American people have gained
one thing, it is in the firm stand
taken by President Eisenhower
against McCarthy's amazing insis-
tence that government employes
turn over to him secret informa-
tion . . . There is still constitu.
tional separation of the executive,
judicial and legislative branches
and McCarthy will still have to
abide by it.’

Buffale Evening News:
bitter battle ends with no
clear-cut winners — only losers. It
ends with charges finally
proved, no charges finally laid (o
rest; with nobody convicted and
nobody exonerated; with every-
body claiming the other side lied
and nobody having cleanly proved
that he didn't and the other side
did. 1t ends with all wounds open.
ed wide, with daggers flying ev.
erywhere, with hate triumphant—
and with all the participants in«
vited to a love-feast by Chairman
Mundt.”

New York Post: “In the end it
may not matter too much whether
G. David Schine holds the rank
of private or corporal or first lieu
tenant. What does matter is the
palpable unfitness of Joe McCar.
thy and his gang to run a Sen-
ate commiltee. Millions have a
clearer picture of the McCarthy
mob than they had before these
sessions began. Democracy will
profit for the knwlcdie acquired
in this encounter.’

Chicage  Daily News: “(The
(hearings did not prove the
charges in full, that either side
made against the other. . The
most important thing to emerge
was a constitutional question
which the semators on the com«
mittee agreed they would not ate
tempt to settle in their report
This was the question of the
President’s right to direct
withholding of confidential infors
mation from a congressional coms
mittee if he thinks its revelation
would be contrary (o the best in-
terests of the country.”

Chicago American: **. ., The ex-
posure of these charges (against
McCarthy) as a collection of
trumped-up trivialities brings lit-
tle cheer to those who realize that
the only group to profit from the
drawn-out bickering has been the
Commuinists. . . . There is a
vital job to be done by the Me-
Carthy committee and the job can
best be done by painstaking re-
search, not by partisan disputes
and exchanges of wild and bitter
durgu v
ago Sun-Times: “If these
mdhnns (of televiewers) had not
understood before, they now re.
alize and appreciate the disgrace.
ful meaning and danger of Me-
Carthyism. By his own words and
actions McCarthy has shown that
he is utterly unfit to be a United
States senator much less an in-
vestigator of Communist subver-
sives who, like McCarthy, helieve
their particular ends justify the
use of any means, a philosophy
completely alien to our moral
code.

New York Journal American:
“It was obvious from tie outset
that the campaign to dee roy Sen.
McCarthy through the  edium of
the Stevens-Adams charges was
doomed to disappointment. Their
collapsé has brought gloom to the
‘liberals,” eggheads, and anti-anti-
Communists who again must con-
cede defeat in their all-out ef-
forts to demolish the Senator's
influence.”

New York World-Telegram &
Sun: “No clear-cut verdict is in
sight. . . . The fight to rout Com-
munists out of strategic spots
was a leading topic o; the testi-
mony. But it was apparent top
Army executive; were even more
interested in protecting the man-
agement from any hint of scan-
dal, and Sen. McCarthy was much

more interested in making
headlines for. himself. . . Thers
were no survivors."

Milwaukee Journal: “This case

cannot be settled by either white-
wash or cocktail parties. It must
be seftled on the issue: ‘who is
lying?" The testimony is in, under
oath. The contradiction are stark
and clear. Only if, as some have
charged, the committee turns out
to be a ‘jury with a built-in-fix’
can the issue of perjury be avoid-
. A finding must be made
of who lied."
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On Watching A Young Man Graduate

AMHERST, MASS.
I funny how kids grow up. On second
thought it isn’t sa funny after all; it's
chiefly funny that we don't realize they've
grown up. It seems only yesterday that
an eight-yearold boy went with me to
Deerfield, Mass,, to see his sister gradu-
ate from school. On the way I bought
him a bow and arrow to keep him occu-
pied, and during the graduation cere-
mony he entertained envious youngsters
of his age and older by shooting, with
remarkable accuracy, at the trees of a
nearby orchard.

Now, just a few days ago, in what
seems like the span of only a few months,
1 came up to this same part of M
chusetts to watch the same youngs
file past the college president, past a
platform of capand-gowned dignitaries,
past the milestone of maturily, to receive
a diploma and go on out into an uncer-
tain worl

1 would not be writing about these per-
sonal things, except, first, I get tyed of
writing about the machinations of men
in Washington; and second, a lot of sons
of a lot of parents are filing past other
presidents or school principals right now,
also to face an uncertain world

And I couldn't help think, as I watched
the long line of 230 young men, tall,
good-looking — William Wilson Taft of
the Tafts of Ohio; Socrates \uhnlns
Tseckares, son of a Green immij
Shigeru Okumura, who came all the

y
from Japan; Fred Culver, greatgrandsan
of an African slave—I couldn’t help but
think that this cross-section of America
in a few years would be leading America.

And T also hoped they would do a better
Jjob than their elders.

Most in that long line were born in un-
certain _times—the depression year of
1032. The birth rate was low then. Peo-
ple couldn't afford to have many chfl-
dren. The banks closed shortly after they
were born. Men were selling apples on
street corners. A bonus army of unem-
ployed veterans camped outside the cap-
ital on the night the particular young
man 1 came up to Ambherst to see was
born. And for the first time in our his-
tory, the three drawbridges across the
Anacostia River were raised to prevent
a threatening crowd of Americans from
entering their own capital.

Those were uncertain times when these
youngsters came into the world. Yet no
more uncertain than the times they face
as they now go out into the world, Here
at home we have improved things a bit
since 1882. We have built better safe-
guards against unemployment, against
bank failures, against old-age poverty.
But we have done little ahout war. In
the line of gowned faculty which marched
in the graduation ceremony were mixed
the blue uniforms of Air Force officers,
instructors who have already
trained half of that long line of young-
sters for war. The other half will report
to draft boards immediately.

And I couldn't help but wonder as I
watched the line—solemn, tall, dignified
—file up to get those coveted sheep-
skins, how many of them a year from
now would be in the steaming jungles of
Indochina or squashing through the rice
paddies of Siam. I could not help but
think, also, that the trouble with France

today is that one million of her young
men were killed in World War I, the
cream of her manhood, the youngsters
who, if alive today, would be leading
France. When you sacrifice that number
of men from any nation, it loses its vi-
tality, faces bankruptey.

I couldn’t help but think also that we
who are supposed to lead the nation have
been tragic failures when it comes (o
war, God knows, most of us have tried.
As I look back on the Friendship Train:
the CARE packages, the exchange of
dents, the hope and good will which
most of the American people have sent
abroad, I think most of us have tried.
But we forget that peace is a much
harder goal to achieve than war. War
s easy to fall into, though not so easy

win.

Peace is different. It's like marriage,
You have to keep working at it. The
hardest days begin after tHe peace treaty
s signed and after the ink is dry on the
marriage license. Unfortunately, we, the
people, are inclined to get discouraged.
We listen to rabble-rousers. We listen
to those who would divide; to the hate.
mongers, to the intolerance-breeders and
the suspicion-spreaders. We have been
more concerned of late with the 25.000
Communists in this country, whom J.
Edgar Hoover says he has under contro]
than about the gradual drift of the rest
of the world toward distrust of us.

So we're going to increase the armed
forces again. We're going to vote more
billions for the military. And within a
year, Vice President Nixon's prediction
may come to pass—that the young men
who get out of the schools and colleges

this Jum- will find themselves in South-
east A

I hun these young men, when they get
a little older, and become the leaders of
the nation. will do better than we have.
1 hope they'll carry out the recent cam-
paign pledges to get behind the Iron Cure
tain; the pledges to woo the peoples be«
hind the Iron Curtain away from Com-
munist creeds and Kremlin masters. [
hope they'll realize that the seeds of wor
are planted through ideas, and that their
elders have been miserable failures when
it comes to counteracting Kremlin ideas
and cultivating demoeracy ideas. I hope
they will not transfer the most efficient
and popular ambassador we have ever
sent to India. Chester Bowles, just at a
time when India is the key to our battles
in the Orient, 1 hope they will not ap-
point a very charming but unwelcome
lady as ambassador to Italy just on the eve
of a crucial election to defeat commu-
nism and despite strong hints from the
Ttalian government that she is not wanted.

But above all, T hope our new leaders
will not be discouraged, and will repeat-
edly remind the American people that
the way to keep the peace and prevent
war is not to get disiptegrated, dis-
unite

Those are some of the things T couldn't
help thinking as I watched that long line
of young men 7. . A boy who entertained
his’ sister’s friends with a bow and ar-
row just a few short years ago . . , Care-
free boys only the ‘night before, now
solemn and dignified in cap and gown,
file past the college president to re-
ceive their diplomas, their certificates
of leadership in this uncertain world.




