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In Buncombe, A Guide For Mecklenburg

T the time of the Institute of Govern-

ment consolidation study here in
1949, there were only three separate city
health departments in all North Caro-
lina—Asheville, Charlotte, and Rocky
Mount (which lies half in Nash and half
in Edgecombe Counties).

Now there are but two. Recently the
Asheville city council voted 6 to 1 in
favor of merging health services into a
single department under the Buncombe
County Board of Health, with the city of
Asheville contributing $89,749 to finance
the joint department

Apparently it took summary action by
the Asheville city council to force the
consolidation issue. On May 6, according
to the Asueviie Cimzew, the council
arbitrarily “chopped off" the health de;
partment, provoking the mobilization of
public opinion behind community health
Continues the Crmizen

“The controversy was healthy. Tt swept
the cobwebs out of local government,

Reminder Of Fifth

“T BELIEVE I will have to use my rights
under the Fifth Amendment and re-
fuse to testify.”

That was no “Fifth Amendment Com-
munist” talking. It was Sheridan Fahne-
stock, publisher of a weekly newspaper
in Maryland

He exercisea his constitutional right
when asked to identify a letter appearing
in his newspaper as having been written
by Fulton Lewis Jr., the columnist-c6m-
mentator. Lewis had crusaded against
juvenile delinquency and drinking in
a Maryland community and made some
statements which resulted in his being
charged with libel. The apparent reason
for Fahnestock’s refusal to testify was
that he, as well as Lewis, might be found
guilty if the libel charges were proved.

This incident serves to remind people
that the Fifth Amendment is not merely
or primarily a device by which suspected

opened municipal eyes to the tax picture
and gave the private citizen a deeper ap-
preciation of the public services he re-

ceives . . .

“Public opinion . . . should get and stay

behind a permanent program assigning
the county its legal responsibility.”

‘The Asheville controversy has familiar
overtones for Charlotte-Mecklenburg resi-
dents. Already there is consolidation of
a sort here, with the city health officer
serving as acting county health officer,
with the sharing of physical facilities, and
with the performance of several key
county services by the city department.

Even so, the fiction of separate depart-
ments is preserved, in spite of the ob-
vious fact that the rapid growth of the
perimeter area makes mockery of the
present city limits.

Charlotte and Mecklenburg County are
distinctive in many respects, but we see
no virtue in being the only area in the
state, save unique Rocky Mount, with
separate city and county health depart-

Amendment’s Value

subversives thwart investigation and
Jjustice. '

The Fifth Amendment was used re-
cently by a federal housing official. It
was used by that fabulous five per center,
Henry (The Dutchman) Grunewald. It
has been used before by a newspaper-
man.

And it must always be available to any
accused person, no matter how heinous
the charge against him. For it is one of
those priceless safeguards of liberty and
justice which puts the burden of proof
on the accuser rather than the accused

In passing, there is a note of irony
in the fact that it was Fulton Lewis who
benefited also from Fahnestock’s use of
the Fifth Amendment. Lewis, in his
broadeasts, talks often and sneeringly of
the “Fifth Amendment Communists.”
Yet because Fahnestock refused to iden-
tify the letter, half of the libel charges
against Lewis collapsed

Shoring Up Thz U. S.-U. K. Alliance

URING recent months the Anglo-
American alliance has been sorely
strained. President Eisenhower and Prime
Minister Churchill never have established
the rapport that characterized their war-
time relationship or the Roosevelf-
Churchill association. Eisenhower and
Churchill met briefly in New York be-
fore the former's inauguration. Then
America’s eyes were concentrated on Ko-
rea and when, after delays, the two men
met at Bermuda along with French Pre-
mier Laniel, the meeting was ended
abruptly by the President’s flight to New
York, where he delivered his famous
United Nations “atoms for peace” speech.
Meanwhile congressional charges gave
undue emphasis to differences between
US. and British policies on Red trade
with Communist countries. Basic differ-
ences of opinion, along with misunder-
standings about the other's position, sep-
arated the two old allies on the Indochina
question.

Because of these differences between
friends who cannot afford to disagree in-
definitely, news of Mr. Churchill's up-
coming visit is most welcome. It will
serve to clear up misunderstandings. It

will give the President the benefit of
sage counsel from Mr. History himself,
who in turn can profit from talks with
Americans who now are carrying the
burden of world leadership.

Most importantly, the visit ought to
put in proper perspective the Anglo-
American relationship. A close working
relationship between the two countries
is fundamental to the success of the free
world alliance. This does not mean that
they should always agree. Rather, it
means that their disagreements should
be threshed out as they develop, and a
common policy forged.

Churchill himself stated the case for
Anglo-American  cooperation with his
usual perceptiveness 14 years ago. He
said

“The British Empire and the United
States will have to be somewhat mixed
up together in some of their affairs for
mutual and general advantage. For my
own part, looking out upon the future,
1 do not view the process with any mis-
givings. I could not stop it if I wished
no one can stom it. Like the Mississippi,
it just keeps rolling along Let it
Let it roll on full flood. inexorable, ir-
resistible. benignant, to bread lands and
T days

An Interlude On A Street Corner

HAT with three letters by or about

dogs in today's PEoPLE'S PLATFORM
we hesitate to bring this up. But Tom
Revelle's mobile rabies inoculating clinic
has developed an interesting by-product
that is worthy of note

The by-product — the promotion of
better neighborliness in a city that is be-
coming a metropolis all too rapidly

You can see it happen on almost any
corner in town. The city truck pulls up
at a prearranged time, with Pet Inspec-
tor Revelle and an assistant to record
the inoculations and the payment of 1i
cense fees.

Already a few neighbors are standing
around, most of them holding their ca-
nines on leashes. The arrival of the truck
is the signal for others to show up. Soon
the group numbers a dozen or a score

Quite frequently, they are folks who
haven’t seen each other or talked to each
other in months, even though they live
a block or so apart

The men swap yarns about yesterday's
golf score, or their tomato plants. and
they kick around the latest political

From The New Otleans States

ip. The women also renew acquaint-
ances, asking about each other’s children
and flowers, and complaining about the
weather.

The parents wait patiently in line
while the kids and pets squirm under-
foot. In a few minutes, all the pets have
been inoculated, the receipts filled out
and given fo the owners, and then men,
women, children and dogs return upon
their traces.

A small interlude in the passing of
time, albeit a present one. And as you
walk away, you make a mental note to
try and see old Joe more often, knowing
all the time that you probably won't un-
til Revelle’s clinic rolls around again
next year.

go

A typographical error in Tre News de-
scribed some unencumbered funds as
“unincumbent” funds. That's a good new
word. Wouldn’t defeat's sting be less
painful to defeated office holders if, in-
stead of being ex, or former, they were
simply “unincumbent?

BIRTHDAYS WITH PAY

NDER a new work contract nego-

tiated with a Portland, Ore, firm,
1,250 workers will get a paid holiday
on their birthdays. Now there is an idea
with possibilities.

Birthdays are less important to con.
nubial bliss than anniversaries which
affect twice as many people, so a paid
holiday for that event should come
naturally. And there are a lot of other
ref-letter days. too. How about holidays
on income fax day, the opening day of
the hunting season, and the first work

day after annual vacations? And those
scarcely scratch the surface.

Bronze plaques have been erected to
a lot less deserving innovations

In the footprints on the sands of time,
some people leave only the marks of a
heel. — CarLssap (N. M.) CuRRenT-
ARGUS.

Unless the weather changes soon,
some of us will not get anything out of
our gardens except chickens—Moxror
(GA.) ADVERTISER.

’

Administration May Be 'Retreating’ From Intervention

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

T THE recent National Securi-

4% ty Council meeting, Gen
Matthew Ridgway, as a soldier
did not discuss at any length the
political implications of involve.
ment in Indochina, but the Army
chief of staff did draw a striking
analogy. He pointed to America's
problem in pacifying the Philip-
pines at the end of the Spanish

Subjected to long years of op
pressive colonial rule under Spain
among the Filipinos there was a
deep hostility toward any white
governing power imposed by bay-
onets. The United States eventual
ly sent 70,000 troops to the Pacific
islands yet pacification was long-
drawnout and would have been
much more prolonged had it not
been for the policy of William
Howard Taft, the first civil gov-
ernor, in helping the Philippines’
people toward independence and
statehood

Gun emplacements in the Indo-
chinese jungle, Ridgway told the
NSC, would have to be surrounded
by armed guards on duty 24 hours
to prevent infiltration. The use of
local forces in supply and trans-
portation, as was done extensive-
Iy in Korea, would be all but im-
possible because of the hostility of
up to 80 percent of the popula-
tion

Basic to Ridg  »'s thesis is the
premise that America’s main en.
emy is Soviet Russia. A corollary
to this thesis is that the area es
sential to keep out of Communist

GEN. MATT RIDGWAY
Against Intervention

hands is Western Europe with its
great reservoir of industry and
trained manpower. In the S

curity Council discussion that fol-
lowed there was the suggestion
that Russia might even be happy
to see the United States drawn
into an Asian war that would, ‘n
the Army view, inevitably be-
come, and quickly, a land war
The American strength would be
dissipated while Russian strength
was conserved for the final test

Dogs, People Discuss

Country Dogs Lead
A Wonderful Life

(Editors’ Note: We converse
‘with dogs, so it is only natural
that we should get letters from
dogs too. A News editorial last
week reported canine comments
on city limits extension oy Char-
lie. a collie, and his mongrel
friend Tinker. It prompled this
reply from a couple of country-
lovin' German police dogs.)

Charlotte

Editors. The News
PECIAL invitation to Charlie
and Tinker. Would like for
¥ou to meet us and come fo see
our country home, where we have
all the fun-loving freedom that
any dog or cat can have

We are two friendly German
police dogs, weighing arouad %
pounds each and have a vushel
of cats to chase and play wih

With acres of ground to ream,
chase rabbits, instead of cars

Running fresh water stream, in-
stead of dirly, sooty street-
washed cracks and puddles to
wade and drink.

Big, shady trees to lie under
instead of under the porch and
austy bushes

Clean fresh air to br2ata, in-
stead of gas, oil and hot tar fumes
from the streets.

A lake to swim and waicn the
children fish and enjoy the beauty
that God gave us, insteud of tall
dirty buildings, crackerbox houses
Jammed next to each otucr

It seems to us that Charlie
Tinker and friends are tryin
bite off more than they can ch:
Why should we pay city .axes

v

conveniences that we will never
get? The state and county have
paved our road. Roadgaces keep
the weeds and ditches ¢leaned out

mail comes thru ever;
more do we need” What else can
the city offer?

—KING AND PRINCE

Rover, Too, Has
Sniffed The Air

Charlotte
Editors, The News
HANK you for the article, ap-
pearing on  your editorial
page June 10. depicting the de-
plorable conditions our canine
friends have to contend with in
the fringe area
I just had a talk with Rover,
my dog. He verified some of the
statements in your article. Need
less to say, I was deeply touched
by this. Rover and I decided to
go house hunting. The first real
estate agent 1 called described
what seemed to be two wonder-
ful bargains.
he first one we looked at was
near the old rock quarry just off
Tremont Ave. Jt seemed to pos-
sess all the conveniences of city
life. 1 was sold on it without a
sales talk. Rover was playing with
one of the neighborhood canines
some distance away, Suddenly he
gave one of the most unearthly
howls 1 have ever heard. Well, I
rushed over to him. He just sat
looking horrified at the ground

Diew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

muttering about bugs, water bugs,
cockroaches, spiders, and every-
thing that crawls.

Rover is a very sensitive dog.
1 knew if he was exposed to that
daily, he would have a mervous
breakdown, I told the agent
ts show us the second house. We
drove to a beautiful neighborhood
It was spick and span, the lawns
vell kept and everything in or
Cer. The house we looked at was
lovely, but it needed a paint job.
It was a faded yellow, The agent
finally convinced me the house
was white.

All the time Rover had been
sniffing. He does that when un-
pleasant odors are in the air. I

walked to the back of the house
and there it was — SUGAW
CREEK.

Well, Rover and I are back in
the fringe area. enduring our lot,
and just hoping you city folk let
us suffer in peace

—FRED RANDALL

City Can’t Take Care
Of What It Has Now

Charlotte
Editors, The News
READ the June 10 editorial
headed: “It's So Peaceful
(Ha!) In The Country."
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Ridgway will not discuss his
views, Repeated efforts have been
made to get him to talk about his
differences with Adm. Arthur W
Radford, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. But he has re-
fused to see all questioners

Since the controversy over In
dochina developed in its acute
form, something like a freeze has
been put on information out of
JCS and to some extent out of the
Pentagon itselt. Adm. Robert B
Carney had made a commitment
to a national magazine to write
an arti sed on an exten-
sive intelligence digest showing
the impressive buildup of the So-
viet navy, This was ruled out by
a JCS order forbidding the chiefs,
deputy chiefs, service secrctaries
and assistant secretaries from
writing any articles.

But those on the civilian side
of government who agree with
the Ridgway thesis feel strongly
that the public should know his
views, particularly since the in-
terventionist viewpoint has been
so widely advertised. Radford
said in a speech six weeks ago
that no further area should be al-

=

lowed to go behin Iron Cur-
tain no matter what the cost
Vice President Nixon told the

American Society of Newspaper
Editors that if it became neces:
sary, he would favor using Ameri
can ground forces in Indoching
This was in response to a ques:
tion asking him how far he
would be willing to go if Ameri-
can intervention should be neces-

sary.
Recently there have been signs

of an effort by administration
spokesmen fo beat a strategic re
treat from this advanced position,
or, al any rate, they seem o be
saying that circumstances in the
immediate future will have to de
fermine the course of American
action
NIXON QUIET

Nixon, ordinarily so articula
has been conspicuously sile
Secretary of State John
Dulles, in his western
makiog tour, reproached Britain
and France for failing to meet
American pre-conditions to “unit
o action” and said the United
States would never fight for colo-

speech-

nialism. He did, however, reserve
the right to take action alone in
the event of an attack plainly
jeopardizing America’s security.
Perhaps the shift, if there has
been a shift, will never be offi-
cially and publicly proclaimed.
Those of the Rideway persuasion
feel that the greatest test of in-
tervention or nonintervention is
still to come. It will come with
the mounting threat to Hanoi and
the dramatization of the loss of
an area that, as Radford has
pointed out, is rich in resources
the Communist world can em-
ploy against the free world.

What's The Answer?

Can You Get 4 of the 77
1. In elections to Congress, are
there always more Democratic
candidates unopposed by Repub-
licans, or more Republicans un-
opposed by Democrats® i
2. Franklin D. Roosevelt is
buried at Arlington National Ceme
tery: Campobello Island; Warm
Springs, Ga.; Hyde Park, N. Y.;
or the National Cathedral at Wash
ington, D.
3. Aneurin (*Nye”) Bevan, left
v

wing gadfly of the British [
Party glish, Irish, Scotch or
Welsh?

4. Filibusters often take place
n the U. §. House of Representa

tives to grevent a bill from com-
ing to a vote; right or wrong®

5 The total number of Indians
in the U, S today is about a mil-

lion, much more than a million,
or much less than a million?

. Has any President ever been
married in the White House?

7. “Tontine” refers to a new
synthetic fabric, a dressing for the
em of sharing insurs

fits, or an explosive?

THE ANSWERS

1 More Democrats unopposed

by Republicans (largely in the

South

2 At Hyde Park

3. Welsh

4 Wrong: filibusters are char
acteristic of the Senate rather
than of the House

5. Much less: about 400,000
6 Yes; Grover Cleveland, for

instance.
7 in

A system of sharing
surance benefits

Extension Of City Limits

I drive, beyond the proposed city
limit_extension, but [ understand
the feelings of those who are in-
cluded in this area. Those dogs,
Charlie the collie, and Tinker the
mongrel, are badly misinformed
as to the septic tanks and wells
in the country, And speaking of
streams being polluted, what about
Sugaw Creek, which runs right
through the City of Charlotte?

1 lived in the country on a No
vember day several years ago
when the temperature dropped to
11 degrees. We had no frozen
pumps, nor did I hear of any
neighbors who did

As for seplic tanks. perhaps
is is some cheaper to connect to
a city water line and sewerage
line than to drill a well, install
a pump and septic tank, but who
is going to pay the present home
owner who has already invested
money in this? He preferred it
this way, or he would not have
built out of the city. The installa-
tion of a septic tank is checked
by a county health inspector. At
any time that one isn't function
ing properly, the same inspector
gives the owner 24 hours for prop-
er repairs

Several years ago the county
inspector was called out to locate
a sewage odor that was hanging

over this neighborhood.

What do you suppose it was® None
other than the city's Irwin Creek
disposal plant, Then followed sev
eral years of complaints, but we
still have the stench

We are told now that work has
been started to increase the ca
pacity of this plant, but we're
also told it will take two years to
complete the work. So for two
vears we can expeet 1o have the
breezes filled with the odor of
sewage. Two more summers of
closing our windows at night, and
turning on the fan for our breeze

The city paints with pride to its
growth, but can it point with pride
to a disposal plant that has been
forgotten since 19297 The sewage
going into the Irwin Creek plant
is several times the amount of the
plant's capacity to process

In the June 14 edition of The
Charlotte News there is an article
about the water consumption rec
ord made Saturday. It goes on to
say that the filters at the purifi
cation plant are operating at two
million gallons above the capaci
ty it was designed for. Hot
weather has brought low pressures
in the [ringe areas in the later
afternoon. While plans are being
made for additional filtration fa-
cilities, no money has yet been
approved for it

I'm wondering if it will take as

“ .. ‘MINE, MINE, MINE’, , , that's what starts wars.”

long to remedy the water situa-
tion as it has to get something
done about the sewage plants.

Now, Mr. Editor, along with city
officials, don't you think the city
is premature in talking of extend-
ing its city limits before it has
the facilities to take care of the
present population? From here on
in, don’t you think it would be
wiser for the city to increase tha
capacity of its utilities before pro-
posing extension of its limits®

Isn't the city thinking more
along the line of what the added
population can do for the city, in-
stead of what the city can do for
the added population®

1 think so

~MRS. J. W. HAMRICK

Don’t Feel Sorry For

Delinquent Borrower
Charlotte
Editors, The News

HE SAD plight of the poor

abused faxi driver who was
fined and jailed for nat paying off
a loan touched me so that 1 just

to sit down and get my
thoughts off my chest and on to
your lily white journal. Apparent-
Iy no one in his family or his
friends either had the mon
would trust the worthy man with
the sum of $30. No hank n 1 s
community or any other commu-
nity would lend him the money.
No newspaper is in the lending
business. So some mean villain
loaned him the money on the
strength of his signature with the
understanding that unless he paid
this amount back he could possi-
bly go to jail. This good for noth-
ing villain did not put a gvn in
the taxi driver's back and force
him to take the money. The taxi
driver came to him of his own
free will and with full understand-
ing of the consequences,

Now the fact that this person
taok the money and either refuses
to pay or will not pay is no con-
cern of your paper or the legis-
lature. The old-fashioned Chris-
tian virtue of honesty and the
value of a man's word has never
been mentioned by either of your
fair-minded editorial writers or

y paper in this community,
Evidently the payment of a debt
according to terms is no longer in
fashion and should be discouraged.

There is the American institu-
tion of free enterprise and compe-
tition, Should the good citizens of
this community or any other com-
munity suddenly become Chris-
tians or at least act like them, tha
interest rates would of competi-
fion drop and neither the legis-
lature nor the newspapers would
have reason for concern,

Is honest and decent behavior
no longer worth writing about?
There is a sect known as the Mor-
mons, and the Quakers, those peo-
ple do not seem to have the taxl
driver's problem, even the poor-
est. 1 would like to hear the mean
old villain that trusted this poor
soul tell his side of the story.

—CHAS. C. JORGENSEN,

Joint Chiefs At Odds On Indochina

WASHINGTON
T was just exactly one year ago that

Gen. Eisenhower, meeting with top
m: v leaders at Quantico, Va., told
the Joint Chiefs of Staff that he wanted

unanimous _decisions from them.

“ want the decisions of the joint
chiefs to be unanimous decisions, ap-
proved by the chairman,” he said. “If
a minorify opinion is sent up to me, I
will treat it as if it hadn't been sent.”

Today as top military leaders meet
again at the Marine Corps base in Quan-
tico. the Joint Chiefs of Staff, instead
of being unanimous. are split much more
widely apart than at any time during the
Truman administration

If they can reconcile their differences
this week in Quantico it will be a miracle.
Gen. Matt Ridgway, chief of staff for
the Army, has hinted privately that
he might resign. Furthermore, some
military men outside the Joint Chiefs
of Staff are becoming more vocal in
proposing a preventive war,

As an®indication of how much com-

)

promising the military will have to do
order to follow Ike's instructions,
here is how the joint chiefs lined up
on the vital question of Indochina,
Adm, Arthur Radford, chairman—
Wants to use American air and naval
power in Indochina immediately in order
to save Hanoi. Cabled reports from the
U. S. embassy in Indochina indicate that
oi and all north Indochina are sure
to fall unless there is direct and al-
most immediate aid from the United
States. Radford wants to act fast.
Gen. Ridgway—Told a group of friends
at his home the other evening that if air
and naval forces were sent into Indo-
china it was sure to mean U. §. ground
troops would get sucked in later. The
J. §. Army, he said, could not spread
itself that thin; therefore he would prob-
ably feel obliged to resign if the decision
were made to intervene actively in Indo-
china.
Gen. Nathan Twining, Air Force chief
of staff—Pretty much agrees with Ridg-

way. In view of recent cuts in the mili-
tary budget, he thinks it would be fool-
hardy to go into Indochina,

Adm. Carney—Hitherto he has been
against intervention. However, Carney's
recent speech hinting the feasibility of
preventive war is interpreted as partly
veering to Radford’s side. His crack
about the joint chief's getting exercise
by “jumping at conclusions,” inciden-
tally, was interpreted as a backhang dig
at Vice President Nixon for saying that
ground troops would be used if neces-
sary in Indochina

Washington Pipeline

Adm. Lewis Stral chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission, has taken
exception to statements made in this
column that AEC commissioners are
iee-cold, stiff and edgy during their com-
mission meetings partly because every-
thing they say is recorded by a record-
ing device. Adm. Strauss says that what
is said at commission meetings is re-

corded by a stenographer, not by a re-
cording device, and I am happy to mnake
a correction on this point, though not
on the point that commissioners are ice-
cold, stiff and edgy. A great deal of evi-
dence has already been made public in-
dicating the resentment of a majority
of the commisisoners against Adm,
Strauss.

Adm. Strauss also states that he is not
tapping any commisisoners telephones, 4
statement which I did not make, but am
glad to accept. What I reported was
that several commissioners ‘“consider”
their wires are tapped by security offi
cers.  Unfortunately, this has become
almost an everyday suspicion, if not oe.
currence, in many government bureaus
during the present era of Washington,
As previously reported, it is estimated
that about half the agencies of Washing-
ton tap telephones or monitor phone con.
versations today, which is legally pesr-
missible as long as the conversations
are not divulged.
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