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Governors Eye ‘Mississippi Plan’
As Device To Thwart School Ruling

( Editorial Correspondence)
ICHMOND, Va.—There was a little
R twist of irony in the conference of
the southern governors and their advisers
here yesterday.

The Dixie chief executives met to talk
about public schools. More specifically,
they met to discuss ways and means of
keeping public schools in the South seg-
regated. And, if that could not be done,
they met to talk about the best way to
change over with maximum smoothness
from a segregated to a non-segregated
system of public education. .

The governors were assembled h_en
because an opinion declaring segregation
unconstitutional had been handed down
by the Supreme Court of the United
States, whgse opinions have the effect
of law in §s tripartite system of ours.
The irony of it all, subtle though it was,
came in the choice of a meeting place.
For the governors assembled at the John
Marshall Hotel, named for the eminent
chief justice of the Supreme Court ‘who.

nothing more to say. Finally, just before
the elevator whisked him upstairs, one
persistent reporter asked hopefully:
“Would you say this has been a helpful
meeting?” Laughing, Mr. Byrnes replied:
“Yes, it has been a helpful meeting—
and you may quote me on that.”

The elevator doors clanged shut to the
crescendo of cheers from the newsmen.
. e
FROM at least two southesn viewpoints,

however, the conference was a suc-
cess.

It fostered the impression that the
governors of Dixie are not inactive in
the face of the Supreme Court ruling,
that they are doing everything within
their power to work their way around
the pgoblems posed by the recent Su-
preme Court decision. The intangible re-
sult should be the quieting of the appre-
hensions and the feeling of frustration
that seem to characterize the dominant
white majority throughout the South.

And it gave to the conferring executives
an enli i ion of the “Mis-

more than any other man,
the power and the authority of the court
as one of the three co-equal branches of
government.

..

HE governors, however, were too pre-
T occupied with the real and tangible
problems that will follow the Supreme
Court's recent decision to note either
the symbolism or the irony. 4

The newsmen who cooled their heels
outside the conference during the long
morning and afternoon sessions came
from many places—Philadelphia, Chi-
cago, Nashville, Washington, Atlanta,
Charlotte, Richmond—reflecting the na-
tionwide interest in the new era of tran-
sition upon which the South is Inexor-
ably, if unwillingly, embarking.

The reporters—and there were more
than a score of them—didn't really ex-
pect any major news from the con(elr-
ence, didn't anticipate any easy, magic
formula for either thwarting the Supreme
Court decision legally, or for bnng!ng
about immediate and painless 'm(!grgtum
of the public schools. That was evxd.ent
in the way they passed the time joc-
ularly “interviewing” each other while
the governors, their attorneys-general,
and their chief state school officers were
behind closed doors, guarded by a uni-
formed Virginia officer. ‘ ;

Nor were they either surprised or kdu—
appointed. After the morning session,
and again after the afternoon session,
the reporters got a briefing from ap-
pointed spokesmen. A good many words
were said, but they boiled down to this:
“The governors met and exchanged
views and it was a useful conference
from every viewpoint.”

The best evidence of the dearth of
news came near the close of the after
noon session. South Carolina’s Gov. James
F Byrnes, who had been much sought
after for a few of his characteristic
quotes®had successfully parried question
after question before the morning ses-
sion and during the break for lunch.
Toward the end of the afternoon, he
emerged from the conference room and
strode purposefully around the mezza-
nine toward the elevator, with the pack
of news hounds in full pursuit.

Mr. Byrnes kept insisting that he had

cissippi Plan” for circumventing the
Supreme Court opinion—a plan that
may finally become the pattern all over
the South, unless some better legal ex-
perts than the assembled attorneys-gen-
cral can spot holes in the scheme,

The “Mississippi Plan” is too compli-
cated to explain here in detail. It would
place with local school authorities the
final authority for determining to which
school any given child should go, And
the yardsticks for determining admission
to a particular school would have mo
reference to race at all. To the contrary,
the yardsticks would include such intan-
gibles as aptitude, ability to get along
with others, capacity for total growth,
competitive spirit, effect-of .. environ-
mental background, etc, thus picking up
and using for a different purpose some
of the gobbledygook of modern, “progres-
cive” education.

As a legal device, it is reasoned, the
“Mississippi Plan", with its total exclu-
sion of the race factor, might successfully
evade the Supreme Court ruling. It could
not be challenged en masse; a separate
case would have to be brought for each
child, say its proponents, and then it
would become a question of fact, not of
law, with all the “builtin” delay such
legal proceedings would encompass, thus
delaying integration for at least a gen-
eration of litigation.

..

PERHA.PS the most significant thing
that came out of the meeting here
was the conviction, apparently held by
most of the southern governors, that
the Supreme Court will be neither arbi-
trary nor capricious in its final decrees.

The governors fully expect to be given
a reasonable period of time to try to
meet the standards of equality laid down
in the court's opinion.

West Virginia, Maryland and Ken-
tucky made it clear that they plan to
move rapidly toward full integration of
schools. For the others, especially South
Carolina, Georgia and Mississippi, a good
deal more than time and moderation will
be needed before the forthcoming Su-
preme Court decrees are met in whole
or in part.

~C. A. McKNIGHT

Arms Alone Wont Do The Job

L. SALVADOR is the smallest country
4 in Latin America. It nestles below
the southeastern border of pro-Communist
Guatemala, which just suspended civil
liberties. But no one is worried about
Communist coups in El Salvador, thanks,
in good measure, to the U. S. For El
Salvador is one of the few countries
where Point IV, the program of Amer.
can teclinical assistance, is a reality,
rather than a memory or a dream.

Ed Lahey of the Cuicaco Damy News
toured the tiny republic recently. He
found that there “the term ‘do-gooder’
Joses the meaning it has as a nasty epithet
in Washi; and acquires h bl
implications. . . You just don’t look down
your nose at Point IV in Salvador.”

‘The reasons for the program's success,
and the resulting good relations hetween
it and the U. S, are not hard to find
One of the first things Point IV techni-
cians did in the country was to introduce
new varieties of sugar cane, after not-
ing that a virus disease was destroying
the native cane. Now El Salvador pro-
duces enough sugar for its own consump-
tion, some for export.

From The Baytown (Tex.) Sun

But most important has been the
health program. Water supplies have
been decontaminated. Nursing has been
raised from a dubious to an honorable
profession. ~Extensive anti-tuberculosis
programs have been esfablished.

The annual U. S. budget for this
work is $850,000. The local government
puts several times that amount into the
kitty for work outlined by the U. S.
advisers.

One doesn't hear much any more about
Point IV work in other countries. That
is because economic aid has been de-
emphasized. Arms are sent to countries
that promise to use them to fight Com«
munists. But arms don't better living
standards, or ease the hunger that makes
communism attractive to impoverished
peoples.

The war against military communism
will never be successful unless it is
accompanied by a war on stomach com-
munism. That is why the lesson of Point
IV in EI Salvador needs to be impressed
upon the American people and govern-
ment which, generous as it has been,
tends now to minimize the value of eco-
nomic and technical aid.

AN OLD TURKISH CUSTOM

YOU KEEP reading in the magazines
and seeing on television plenty of
information about Turkey. And that re-
minds me of an incident that happened
to me in Turkey a couple of years ago.

One afternoon we went out into the
country from Istanbul to visit some farm
lands.

Those Turkish roads were about as
rough as a Turkish towel to a baby's
skin after you left the main highway.

Finally we got to a small farm and

Y

started talking to an old Turk through
an interpreter.

Somebody asked him why the Turk-
ish people didn't get together and get
better roads so it would be easier for
them to get their products into the big
town markets.

The old Turk was silent for a few
seconds and then he replied this way:

“If we get better roads so we can get
out, we know that the government can
use those same roads to get in.”

A Segregated Corner

Of Hell, Perhaps?

Spartanburg, S. C.
Editors, The News:

READ People’s Platform regue

larly and have been especi-
ally interested since the infa-
mous decision barring segreg
tion in our schools was handed
down by the Supreme Court. As a
true Southerner, I am deeply
gratified to see that the majority
of letters received seemed to fa-
vor maintenance of our southern
ideals and traditions.

Those few who favor integra-
tion have advanced reasons for
their attitudes ranging all the way
from “Segregation aids the Com-
munists™ to “Christianity has no
place for segregation ™

Regarding the first reason, it
seems to me that the Russians
can take more encouragement
from those letters upholding in-
tegration, than they can derive
from those which express the de-
sire to see our way of life con-
tinue, inasmuch as this is a con-
fession of lack of courage to fight
for our own personal liberties, let
alone those of some foreign coun-
try that happens to be under Com-
munist domination.

As to the second reason, if
Christianity requires that a per-
son forsake the moral training of
2 lifetime and repudiate the so-
cial system under which genera-
tions have lived and prospered,
then T guess I'll just have to take
my chances on finding me a seg-
regated corner of Hell and etern-

ry.
= JAMES T. KIRBY

What's Wrong With
School | ?

In the h;finn]nl, God made
man, and I think if he had
intended for people to be sep-
arated because of color, he
would have made two men—one
colored and ome white. And I
think if he had known things
were going to be as they are,
He wouldn't have made any of

us.
—SYLVESTER J. VAUGHNS

South Loaded With
Presidential Timber
Charlot

Editors, The News:
THE writers to your People's
Plalform have raised some
very interesting questions since the
segregation ruling by “The Nine
Id Men."

te

In the first place, God prefixed
the laws of segregation a long
time ago, Black men, white men,
red men, and yellow men. Wild
beasts and birds also, are colored
and natured differently. They,
too, keep the law of segregation.

So, if we love God as we
claim, then why go against His
law to please or, if you prefer,
appease Red Russia who, I am
informed, doesn’t give a snap
about God or His laws. Instead,
let's interest ourselves with a con-
tinued national prosperity. Then
the colored and whites will get
along fine in their respective
places of education, social, and
economical fields.

Qur batting averages at the

polls will equal, and in many in-
slances exceed, those of the
North in proper choice of candi-
dates st all voting levels. Also,
our Southern stalesmen, both past
and present, will measure up to
the standards of any you have
in the North.

In fact, it would be one of the
best things of all for America to
get behind and help elect a South-
ern man as our President. We are
loaded with presidential timber.

—G. C. McMANUS

Color Isn't Indicative
Of A Person’s Quality

Morganton
Editors, The News:
HAVE been a reader of The

News for quite a number of
years, and while I do not always
agree with your views, I consider
that you have a right to yours as
well as I have to mine. You give
a reason along with A
that I like,

I also read the People's Plat-
form. Most of the letters lately
have been about segregation, and
it put me in the mood to get up
and bray

To start off, I was born in the
state of Michigan, of white par-
ents.

My parents moved to Virginia in
1887, when 1 was about nine
months old, and except for about
three and a- half years, I have

been a resident of Virginla and
North Carolina.

When we moved to Virgis
happened to seitle amongst F
(First Families of Virginia), un-
reconstructed rebs, “niggers,” and
“poor white trash.""

Being “damn Yankees, kind of
put us in a hot spot but, for some
reason and in some way, my par-
ents and the older children made
friends, a e time [ was
old enough to know, we had quite
a crcle of friends from all
classes.

Because we were more or less
ignorant and fell into the south-
ern way 1 was & good:size hoy, or
maybe grown, before I realized
that a “nigger”” was a member of
the Negro race, and would have as
much pride i that fact as I could
because 1 was of the white race.

1 also did not know I was a
“Yank,"” or “damn Yankee," until
1 started to school. But I learned
fast there, and as I look back, I
think that and the fact that it was
also thrown at my father and
mother, is the reason that I am
a confirmed “'Yank" toddy.

The only reason I have told of
‘my northern birth is to point up
the fact that we moved to the
South of our own free will, but
the “niggers” of that time, and
the ancestors of the Negro race
had no more say in being bought
and sold in the South as slaves
than 1 had in being born

One of my special playmates
was a Negro boy, and in all hon-

Cole Statement Worries AEC Men

By DORIS

WASHINGTON
HEARINGS of the Joint

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
FTER reading so much stuff
about the Supreme Court
decision, I can no longer hold
back my say-so.

Some of the things written are
ridiculous, for instance, the
letter written by a person cut-
ting off his subscription of the
paper. Now that person has no
need for human rights. He
doesn't understand that the pa-
per is of the people, and that
the people have the freedom of
:{’; press as a constitutional

People like that just don't
have any place in human society.
They just do things blindly and
foolishly « with  no forethought
whatsoever. I am sure that person
and others like him have
never thought about moving out
of A ause Negro and
white soldiers are allowed to
fight and defend our country
together. I want to know what
is wrong with white and colored
children going to school to-
gether.

Committee on
Atomic Energy are full of strik-
ing passages that show the anx-
ious and fretful temper prevailing
among those responsible for this
most-secret activity of govern-
ment. The palm, however. must
be awarded Chairman Sterling
Cole for insisting that a majority
of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion have the power to treat a
minority of one or two of their
colleagues as security risks.

The five members of the AEC
are appointed by the President
after & full security check. They
are then confirmed by the Senate
‘The present group is at odds over
the powers of their brilliant chair-
man, Adm. Lewis Strauss, and, as
a result, Commissioner Thomas
E. Murray proposed the following
amendment to new AEC legis-
lation:

“'All members of the committee
shall have equal authority and
responsibility in pursuance of this
act and shall have full access to
all information relating to the per-
formance of this autherity and re-
sponsibility.”

FLEESON

The Murray amendment is de-
signed to offset language inthe
new act, which designates the
chairman as “the principal offi-
cer.” Mr. Cole contends the
phrase does not mean much, but
he has been unwilling to drop it
lest the omission be construed as
a reflection on Admiral Strauss.

“1 can subscribe to at least part
of the suggestion you have made
for insertion in this section of the
act where you say that all the
members of the commission shall
have equal responsibility and au-
thority,” Cole told Murray. “But
I am not quite so ready to accept
the latter part of it because to
do so would be to render help-
less a committee majority which
at some time in the future, by a
majority vote, might determine
that perhaps two members or
perhaps a single individual mem-
ber of the committee should
not have information in a particu-
lar limited field.

“I scan conceive that circum-
stances like that might arise. I
prefer to leave it in the hands of
a majoritv of the commission
to determine the extent to which
the members of the commission

“Yes, it was built on an FHA loan . , . why do you ask!”

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

shall have such access.”

Murray was incredulous. *'Do
you mean you can conceive of a
situation of vital importance where
information ought to be withheld
from a member of the commis-
sion itself,” he asked bluntly.
When Cole replied yes, Murray
snorted his disagreement.
ZUCKERT LEAVING

The exchange has not served to
calm the fears of the three com-
mittee dissenters — Murray, Eu-
ene Zuckert and Dr. Henry De-
Wolf Smyth — who already think
they have been left out of some
‘important decisions. All three are
Truman appointees, but Mr. Zuck-
ert is leaving June 30 and his suc-
cessor will, of course, be an Eisen-
bower appointee.

Since the President has been
angrily defensive of Adm
Strauss, presumably that succes-
sor will be a Strauss man. The
newest commissioner, Joseph
Campbell, a former associate of
Fisenhower at Columbia Univer-
sity, is siding with Strauss in the
present controversy

Others whose tempers are
aroused hy such exchanges are
the atomic scientists, who com-
plain that already disagreement is
being equated with security risk,

News Readers Air Views On The Segregation Issue

sty v that he never taught
:11-) nlm'"ll)vll\ﬂ that was bad, and
that held true as I grew older and
worked with Negroes on the farm
and a saw-mill which I ran. They
were always willing to respond to
any reasonable request, and on
the other ham]i. 1 tried to help
reasonably.
lh;xn':m of the white boys were not
quite so willing. One lady said she
would want to be sure that her
children went to school with nice,
mannerly, kind children, and T
can not quarrel with that But
if they are all white. will that
guarantee they will have those
lities?
qu:t least, they did not when T
went to school. Even the FFV's
did not, any more than some of
the poor white trash. Maybe my
being a “Yank” had something to
do with my treatment, but I don't
think so, because it happened to
too,
mt[-)c; the fact that white people
used to buy and sell Negroes as
slaves give white people the right
to tell the Negro race, today what
they can or cannot do? Just where
would some of the letters written
(mine included) stand with those
of some of the outstanding mem-
bers of the Nc-érn r;c: today, such
Ralph Bunche?
ls'l'f:)rll\uf"vrrm are so strong for
segregation, 1 recommend the re-
cent letter of Walter R [avdl:
“Mixing Of Races Not Negroes
Fault”’, for special reading and

sy —N. L. NORTON

Patient Well-Trpated
At Good Sumunt&:\m

Editors, The News:
1 WISH to express my apprecia-
tion to the G Samaritan
Hospital for the kindness and
courtesy extended me recently
hile confined there.
wh‘l; hat is off to Mrs. Nixon and
her staff, for 1 especially want to
congratulate them on the fine
way in which they carry out their
duty.
" ~MRS. ETHEL JOHNSON

A Bow To ‘Chief’,

Park & Recreation
Charlotte

Editors, The News:

FTER having worked for two
4% ummers as a water safety
instructor at the Double Omks
Swimming Pool. I am leaving in
order to work at the new Negro
pool in Gastonia

T can not put into concise words
the value of the experience I have
received while working at Double
Oaks. The Charlotte Park and
Recreation Commission truly has
one of the best pools and staffs in
the state, The staff is one of the
finest I have ever had the oppor:
tunity of working with. “Hats off*
to Forrest Willis, whom we call

with the commission taking the, 'chiel

command, “‘enthuse,” as its motto.

—ROBERT LEE BYRD

FHA Mortgages, Loans In
N. C. Total $419 Million

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

Wishington

HE Federal Housing Admin-

istration, which started out
in 1934 as an ‘“experimental
venture,” has developed into a
multi-billion dollar government
insurance enterprise and re-
cently has drawn much aiten-
tion from investigators,

Its eritics say that FHA's in-
surance methods and standards
may not have kept pace with its
financial expansion. By the end
of March of this year, FHA had
insured $33,688,000,000 worth of
mortgage and property improve-
ment loans made by private
lending firms, FHA insurance
has covered mortgages on homes
and rental and cooperative proj-
ects, as well as repair and im-
provement loans for single and
multi- family dwellings. The
home repair loan program is
one of the two currently being
investigated for alleged abuses.

The other program now un-
der fire—which expired in 1950
—is the “Section 608" opera-
tion in which the FHA insured
mortgage loans to finance con-
struction of large-scale emer-
gency rental projects intended
primarily for veterans. This pro-
gram has accounted for about
75 per cent of all project mort-
gages insured by the FHA. A
third FHA program may be in-

vestigated. Sen. Frederick G.
Payne (R-Maine) has proposed
that Congress investigate com-
plaints of abuses in the home
mortgage program under which
the FHA mainly insures morts
gage loans on from one- to four-
family dwellings.

Here are figures on FHA-
insured mortgages and prop-
erty improvement loans made
in North Carolina from 1934
through 1853. National totals
are ineluded for comparison, At
the end of last year, the latest
period for which the stata

eakdown has been made avail-

le, FHA had insured a total
of 329 billion dollars in loans
and mortgages throughout the
nation, It had added nearly one
billion dollars to the total by
the end of March this year.

N.C. US.
Program millions billions
All Programs $419 8329
Home Mortgages 252 208

Project Mortgages 108 48
Improvement Loans 61 T4

North Carolina had a total
of B6 “Section 608" projects,
consisting of 9,107 units, National
total was 46 projects, with
465,680 units. Property improve-
ment loans in North Carolina to.
taled 143019. During the same
20-year period the national to-
tal was 16,565,399,

Anglo-U. S. Alliance In Bad Shape

WASHINGTON

HE breach between the two chief allies

of the last 15 years is much wider and
more serious than is realized outside
diplomatie circles.

Great Britain and the United States,
who once fought side by side, who once
virtually decided world policy together,
who over almost two decades were the
greatest force for democratic freedoms,
are now in about the same position as
the America Firsters hoped they would
be before Pearl Harbor.

The days when Washington and London
were in constant daily touch, when t
trans-Atlantic telephone jingled inter-
mittently between the White House and
No. 10 Downing Street, when the United
States always could count on the most
eloquent orator in the House of Com-
mons, Winston Churchill, to stand up and
take on all comers in defense of the coun-
try which gave birth to his mother—
those days are over.

An Old Man’s Hope

The real beginning of the end of the
Anglo-American alliance dates back to
the Bermuda Conference of last Decem-
ber. It involved two colorful personali-
ties, both accustomed to taking®the bows
on the broad stage of di-

=
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Churchill had carefully set the stage
in Bermuda as the crowning conference
of his long, lusty and distinguished ca-
reer. Long before Bermuda, he had looked
forward with ill-concealed satisfaction to
the election of his friend, Dwight Eisen-
hower, could hardly wait for Ike to take
office to fly to New York to get back
on an intimate basis with the new Presi-
dent of the United States,

The old days when he lounged around
FDR's White House, when he flapped
down the White House corridor in loose
slippers with a large crimson and gold
kimona draped over his protruding tum-
my, would soon be back again,

Eisenhower he had known well during
the war. And he recalled, among other
things, Tke's famous Guild Hall speech
when he proclaimed the indivisible part-
nership of England and America. So the
old man figured thit the wartime al-
liance, weakened under Truman and Att-
lee, wollld soon be reinvigorated.

One of the first things Churchill
broached to the mew President of the
United States was a Big Three confer-
ence between himself, Eisenhower and
Stalin. But Ike asked for time to get ad-
justed in his new office. Then Stalin died.
Later Churchill made a mew suggestion
that he and Ei. get together with

plomacy.

the new leader of Russia, Malenkov, and

see if they could not patch up the woes
of the world.
Again Eisenhower demurred,

An Old Man's Pride

But the old man persisted. This was a
time, he argued, when the world would
either go forward toward war or could
erect a milestone for peace. He even
sounded out the Russian ambassador in
London, who enthusiastically proposed
that the Big Three conference be held
in Stockholm.

Churchill's Big Three proposal, of
course, was somewhat in contrast to his
earlier anti-Russian policies, as will be
shown in a later column. At any rate,
Eisenhower again said no.

Finally, as a compromise, it was agreed
that the two men, with Premier Laniel of
France, should meet in Bermuda to dis-
cuss preliminary problems which might
later lead to a meeting with Malenkov.

So the aging prime minister flew to
Bermuda to prepare for the big event.
The sleepy little island was decked out
in its regal best. Newspapermen de-
scended from most of the free world, The
three statesmen arrived, sat down, dis-
cussed.

But. s

dress the United Nations, Churchill was
left dejected and alone.

British Bitterness

. Churchill, himself a master interna-
tional showman, later discovered that Eis-
enhower had planned his U.N, speech
well in advance, had planned in advance
to break up the Bermuda Conference,
He also discovered that C. D. Jackson,
publisher of Fortune magazine and a stu-
dent of New York's most adroit hucke
stering techniques, had written the U.N,
speech on atomic energy and planned the
dramatic flight to New York in order to
get Tke out of a possible dead-end street
at Bermuda.

The U.N. speech was, of course, a mas.
ter stroke in the international drama of
diplomacy used against a past master of
the same techniques. But you don't use
those techniques against an old friend
of 79 who had planned the Bermuda Con-
ference as the crowning climax of his
o Eurehil has been b

So Churc! 1as been bitter ever sj
He has been so bitter that he has ﬂyn‘x‘i&
the United States on every move pro-
posed in Indochina; so bitter that he hag
reversed Anthony Eden on various com.
mitments for Southeast Asian cooopera.
tion; so bitter that he has not permitteq

uddenly, n{:er only three scant

days of
that he was flying to New York to ad-

the British in Washin,
even to talk about a Southeast Asia NAngn(;‘.




