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'An Opportunity For Gov. Umstead

T IS QUITE APPARENT that the
U. S. Senatorial primary campaign

prompted Gov. William Umstead's de-
cision to delay appointing a successor
to the late Clyde R. Hoey. Now more
than two weeks have gone by. The list
of potential appointees has grown to
large proportions. And there are some
good men on the list.

In his previous appointments, Gov.
Umstead seems to have placed greatest
emphasis on loyalty to him and activity
in his behalf. That is an established
rule of polities, with origins dating back
to the beginnings of the modern Ameri-
can party system, but it is not always
productive of the best possible appoint-
ments. And like every rule, it should
not be inviolate.

The appointment of a successor to
Mr. Hoey calls for more than personal
loyalty. Not in recent political history
has the United States Senate so des-
pcra(elv needed the qualmes that make

rwurage integrity, lmangtmn idealism.
No longer the repository of American
political greatness, the Senate appears
1o be drifting along, lacking in strong
leadership, unwilling or unable either
1o keep its own house in order or to
shape the destiny of the nation.

And so there falls upon Gov. Umstead
the grave responsibility of selecting the
best possible man to represent North
Carolina. He should have many good
qualities. Ideally, he ought to be young
and vigorous, so that he may expect to
rise under the seniority system to a

position of influence. He should have
a mind that is elastic enough to be
stretched around the many complex
issues of the day and yet agile enough
to parry the thrusts of senatorial debate.
He should have established, by his own
record, that he will be a success at what-
ever task his hands are turned to. He
must be a vote-getter, if he is to be
re-elected. He should have the courage
of his convictions, and yet understand
the art of compromise. And he should
have, along with all this, a healthy
sense of humor and the knack of mak-
ing himself popular.

There may be several men on the list
of potential appointees who meet most,
if not all, of these qualifications. And
it is with no intent to disparage any
of them that we suggest to Gov. Umstead,
and to the people of North Carolina,
that Robert Lassiter Jr. of Charlotte
possesses them in generous measure, In
fact, it is he, precisely, whom we have
been describing.

Young (42), vigorous, with a big and
agile mind, a success scholastically and
athletically at Yale University, a Navy
flyer in World War II. a popular and
influential member of the N. C. House
of Representatives, head of a fast-grow-
ing law firm, Bob Lassiter is made of
the stuff that the U. S. Senate needs.
And he not only looks good on paper,
he looks good in the flesh.

In commending Bob Lassiter to Gov.
Umstead, we speak from the conviction
that he is unexcelled in the field of
potential appointees.

It's The Voters’ Public Trust

FAMILIAR PHRASE, particularly

around election time, is that “pub-
lic office is a public trust”. It apparently
derived from a phrase used by President
Grover Cleveland. He said that “Your
every voter, as surely as your chief mag.
istrate, exercises a public trust.”

His remark was a truism that is not
fully appreciated in North Carolina. And
it isn't appreciated in Mecklenburg
County as fully as in other parts of the
state.

In the 1952 general election, 87 per
cent of the eligible voters in sparsely-
settled Utah went to the polls.

But only 52.53 per cent of the eli
gible North Carolinians made the trip.

In Transylvania County, $2.50 per cent
of the eligible voters turned out.

But here in Mecklenburg, for every
five persons who exercised their right,
three did not.

A large percentage of the 47,000
Mecklenburg citizens who stayed home
had definite ideas about the issues and
the candidates. But because they failed
to vote, they lost their best opportunity

to make their influence felt.

The election tomorrow, along with the
run-off next month, constitute the most
important election here since the one
in November, 1952. North Carolina will
select a man to represent it in the U. S,
Senate for the next six years, a state
treasurer and state commissioner of
insurance. The 10th congressional district
will choose its Democratic nominee. The
14th judicial district will choose its
solicitor. Mecklenburgers will elect its
entire delegation to the mext General
Assembly, a board of commissioners and
its chairman, two members of the county
board of education, which will have
come big problems to deal with, the
clerk of superior court, sheriff and town-
ship officers.

If you don't know enough about all the
candidates to choose among them, find
out what you want to know tonight.
Call a friend, whose judgment you trust,
‘who has followed the campaigns. Or call
the candidates themselves. And above
all, make that quick trip to the polls
tomorrow.

How To Handle Cohn And Schine

ECRETARY of the Army Stevens is
getting much gratuitous advice these
days on how to handle obstreperous
young congressional staff members and
Army privates.

It was suggested that he should have
dressed down Roy Cohn in the mamner
of the late Secretary of War Stimson,
when Cohn “declared war” after being
excluded from a Ft. Monmouth labora-
tory.

That treatment would have been in
order. And regarding Pvt. G. David

From The Wall Street Journal

Schine, in whose behalf Stevens was
contacted 65 times, the secretary should
consider the example set by the Con-
federate cavalryman, Gen. Nathan Bed-
ford Forrest.

The MempHis Press-ScimiTar recalls
that a young lieutenant wrote Gen. For«
rest requesting a leave. It was denied.
The lieutenant wrote again, and was
again denied. Undismayed, he submitted
a third letter.

On it the general sprawled this reply:

“I tole you twict,—dammit, NO!"

THE PROBLEM OF THE SUPREME COURT

I 1866 Congress reduced the number
of Supreme Court justices from nine
to seven. The motive of this move was
to prevent President Andrew Johnson
from filling two existing vacancies with
persons friendly to his policies

In 1937 President Roosevelt attempted
to increase the number of Supreme Court
Justices from nine to fifteen so that he
might appoint new judges favorable to
his political views and overcome the
existing majority that had overruled as
unconstitutional several of his legisla-
tive measures. In this case Congress re-
fused to change the size of the high
Court

Recently the Senate approted a pro-
posed amendment to the Constitution
which, among other things, would fix the
number of Supreme Court judges at its
present figure of nine. Thereafter, if the
amendment is adopted, Congress would
no longer have the authority to change
the number by simple legislative action

The purpose of this amendment is a
sound one. Attempts to juggle the num-
ber of judges on the Court merely to
implement political views cannot fail,
where they are successfully carried out,
to weaken the Supreme Court and thus
one of the bulwarks of orderly govern-
ment. The people ought to have some
safeguard against this kind of tamper-
ing with the Court.

But there is no magic number for the
size of the Supremo Court. Perhaps
either seven or nine is too few and fif-
teen too many. Nor is it beyond argu-
ment that the way to protect the Court
is an absolute prohlhllmn in the Consti-
tution against changing its size. And it

&

is certainly arguable whether the Senate
has considered all of the problems in
approving this particularly amendment.

The number of judges on the Court
has been changed at other times when
the motive was not political. It may be
advisable to enlarge the Court again in
the future because of the pressure of
legal business. We are talking of adding
new states and all the time the Congress
is grinding out new laws while old ones
are being altered to make them more
complex. It is a question whether any-
one can say now that nine judges ought
to be an immutable number, and we
certainly ought not to pick the number
merely because it happens to be the
present numbeér

The study of the question was rather
desultory. Less than a dozen witnesses
testified at the Semate hearings. Only
two Senators spoke at any length in the
debate and they before only a handful
of Sepators on the floor. The amend-
ment received very little publicity and
most of the public must have been
auite surprised to find that it had passed
the Senate. This contrasts very sharply
with the wide publicity and discussion
of the recent amendment to limit presi-
dential terms and the proposed Bricker
amendment, both of which were thor-
ouchly aired

The problem of protecting the Su-
preme Court is a serious one and it may
require a Constitutional amendment. But
we suggest that full consideration be
given to the whole problem and that
all possible solutions be first examined
before any arbitrary number be frozen
into the Constitution.

Candidate Gives His Position

Mcintyre Answers Editorial

(The News is glad fo publish
in full today the following state-
ment by Sen. Fred H. McIntyre,
« Ildlllk l" a new term in the

Senate in tomor-
Tow’ Demlerl\le rﬂuury elec-
tion. Eds, The

TH]S hTATEME\'I is in reply to
the May 12 editorial in The
Charlotte News attacking me as
a “clear and present danger" to
Mecklenburg County.

have been silent for almost
two weeks following publication of
the editorial. 1 had preferred to
let the public decide for them-
selves whether this editorial was
true or untrue. However, so many
people in the county have come to
me (o refute the charges that I
have decided to do so.

1 have been advised by more
than one attorney to defend my-
self against what they termed li-
belous statements published in
The News editorial.

FRED McINTYRE

I must agree with my support-
ers that The Charlotte News, in
publishing 30 column inches of
pro-Blythe and anti-McIntyre edi-
torial matter, did not act in good
faith and for the public interest.

This piece was written or cer-
tainly authorized by Mr. Pete Mc-
Knight, who serves two masters.
At once he is editor of the news-
paper and a member of the city
planning board. At the time I was
in Raleigh, Mr, McKnight was a
member of the Urban Redevelop-
ment Committee, of which Mr.
Paul Younts was chairman. His
interest in perimeter zoning and

rban redevelopment is more
than that of the proverbial impar-
tial newspaper editor, So in allow-
ing this editorial to be published,
Mr. McKnight sat as both judge
and prosecuting attorney. Heaven
help the citizen who faces such a
court

The people of Mecklenburg
County know fair play — and foul
play — when they see it. When
The News published the Blythe
platform verbatim, exactly as it
appeared in the newspaper’s own
advertising columns, it was print-
mg free publicity, not editorial
opinion. When it published this
platform and also listed his elm

“positions of trust,” and fail
ask me for my platform and

positions of trust” and publish
the two side by side, The News
was indeed derelict in its duty to
its readers. The reader had no
opportunity to compare platforms
and to compare the background
of the eandidates; only Mr.
Blythe's was listed. Mrs. Rea, an
important candidate in her own
right, was quickly dispatched with
three short patronizing para-
graphs.

HALF-TRUTHS CHARGED

Enough of knuckle-rapping. Let
us get to the half-truths and un-
truths that the editors of The
News have allowed to be printed
under their good masthead.

The News editorial stated that
“singlehandedly, he (Mclntyre)
sought to abolish the efﬁuenk Coun-
ty Police Department.

A fow weeks ago, in the “Across
the City Desk™ column, The News
said that 1 was “still out to abol
jsh the County Police Depart-
ment,” Three days later, The
News published a denial by me
and an explanation thai I “advo-
cated only the limiting of the
rural police force 1o pnhce work
instead of patrol work.

This is the malicious statement
Mr. Blythe and his friends are
spreading, thanks to the snowball

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

The News started rolling, to de-
feat me Saturday. The simple
fact is that I advocated just what
the Institute of Government pro-
posed: to give highway

back to the state and let the
county police spend full time in
necessary policing of Mecklenburg
County. Why should two farmers
milk the same cow? We in Meck-
lenburg are paying state gasoline
taxes to support the Stale High-
way Patrol. Their job is to patrol
our county highways. They have
written me they would assume
these duties if Mecklenburg Coun-
ty decided against this wasteful
duplication of patrolling services,
This, then, is certainly a construc-
tive suggestion for saving many
tax dollars.

THE UNIT RULE

The News states that I repudi-
ated the Unit Rule. Here rings the
truth,  For the Unit Rule is also
repudiated by every other county
in the state that could take ad-
vantage of its insidious ways:
Guilford, Forsyth and Wake. The
good and wise legislators of those
counties will have nothing to do
with Unit Rule. They vote their
consciences individually and dem-
ocratically.

North Carolina's leading minds
in these matters have told me
that the Unit Rule is a dan-
gerous infringement on the fed-
eral and state constitutions. They
say the Unit Rule, while not il-
legal, is most certainly extra-
legal and against the principles
of democratic government, Oh,
ves, it looks good at first glance
Let the boys get together in a
hotel room the night before the
big vote. Show the rest of the
state that Mecklenburg votes
unanimously. But if Mr. Me-
Knight were to attend such a
hotel room session, he might have
cause to wonder what happened
to the interests of the little
voters back in Mecklenburg. 1
tried it and my conscience both-
ered me. Yes, indeed, 1 repu-
diated the immoral Unit Rule
and I'm proud of it. No honor-
able legislator anywhere else in
North Carolina will have any-
thing to do with it.

e News says residents of
Charlottte’s fringe area, “helpless
in the face of unregulated com-
mercial encroachment, may thank
Mr. Meclniyre for their plight.”
This bald statement, together
with the allegation that I killed
perimeter zoning, has no place
in The News' outstanding record
of fine journali
VIEWS ON ZONING

The truth® Here it is. The
Perimeter Zoning Bill I am ac-
cused of killing was never acted
on by me at all. It was sub-
mitted after the deadline for lo-
cal legislation. It was submitted
without letting the people of
Mecklenburg County hear it or
see it. 1 favor intelligent peri-
meter zoning that observes the
rights and pr?lerem:es of the
people. 1f property owners are
given their constitutional right to
be heard, I will certainly favor
legislation that follows their
Wwishes.

The News speaks in depreca-
ting terms of my proposal to
make the Park and Recreation
Commission posts elective Tather
than appointive. The statement is
published that “'there had

prior public discussion of the pro-

sal.”  Would

d the editor of The

ews care {0 examine a petition
of approximately 1,000 names of
Mecklenburg citizens which [
hold? Would it perhaps embarrass
him to know that it was through
public petition that I, as Mecklen-
burg's lone Senator, submitied
such a bill” Could it possibly be
that the idea is sound and good,
and that the people of Mecklen-
burg want it?

The News says T did not repre-
sent Mecklenburg County, that I
did not cooperate with certain of-
ficials. If this means I would not
be a Senator Me Too, a rubber
stamp legislator, a yes:man, a
weak fish afraid to speak my con-
science, then they are right,
WORKED HARD

But let the editors of The Char-
lotte News know here and now
that Fred McIntyre did cooperate
and work with the North Carolina
Senate in a harmony that pro-
duced splendid new legislation
for all the people of the state. Let
them know that I represented the
people of Mecklenburg County

well and effectively. Ona fellow
senator was kind enough to say
was the hardest working man in
the entire Senate.

Where is the memory of the edi-
tor who forgets it was Fred Mc-
Intyre who wrote, introduced and
saw passed the Mineral Depletion
Bill that will bring in a marvelous

Chevalier Comments On
The Oppenheimer Probe

By MARQUIS CHILDS

PARIS

HE novelist and eritic, Haa-
kon Chevalier, named in
charges resulting in suspension
of J. Robert Oppenheimer -as
scientific  consultant to  the
Atomic Energy Commission, has
denied that he had

influx. of out-of-stat
funds for our state's untapped re-
serves of some 300 minerals”

‘Why does this editor forget that
Fred Mcintyre created the Wel-
fare Bill that is saving us taxpay-
ers a fortune by making the wel-
fare rolls open for public inspec-
tion, without clnharrmsnmnl to
the individuals

Perhaps it helps the Blythe cause
to forget that Mclntyre worked
for a state refund to Mecklenburg
and other counties having county-
owned tuberculosis sanatoriums,
sectred for Mecklenburg County
a state inspector for produce and
grain whose services had previ-
ously been underwritten by local
subscribers, made it possible for
@ member of the North Brevard
Street Optimist Boys Club to be
sent to Raleigh as a Senate page
for the full session.
REPRESENTS PEOPLE

It wouldn't have strengthened
this editorial to have said that
Fred Melntyre worked tirelessly
and with no small success to
lighten the tax burden on the peo-
ple of Mecklenburg County and
the state. It certainly wouldn't
have done the Blythe cause any
&ood to state that Senator Mcln-
1yTe represents no private inter-
ests or lobbies, has no personal
investments that could be protect-
ed by being a State Senator, and
has no ambitions for political
plums.

Wouldn't it start the average
newspaper editor thinking if he
knew the overwhelming majority
of the North Carolina State Sen-
ate wmlrd F'red Melntyre back
in the Senat

1 pemnllly feel that the so-
called “little people” of Mecklen-
burg County should not be given
a raw deal; that their rights and
property should be protected as
enthusiastically as the rights and
property of the influential inter-
ests. [ feel that Mecklenburg
County needs sober and brave
representation in Raleigh

Please understand that T be-
lieve in the right of a mewspa-
per to publish its opinions along
with the news. It is a good and
healthy thing for an informed
press to express its mind free-
ly and dynamically. 1 am sorry
The News favors my opponent,
but I respect The News for its
integrity and purpose.

The people of Wlevllenbur(
County too soon forget the rec-
ord of The Charlotte News for
its courageous journalism, its
awards, its great writers through
the years. Isn't it an ironic twist
to see an editorial such as that
of May 12 in - to see
an editor serve two masters, to
see paid advertising reprinted as
an editorial, to see libels pub-
lished again and again.

McIntyre Puts Public
Ahead Of Himself

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
HOPE VOTERS will remember
when they go to the polls
that we need men with cour-
age and not smooth talking
men who fool us into, thinking
that everything is just grand
Mr. Mclntyre does not take an-
other politician’s word for how
to vote, Instead, he searches
every bit of every issue and
makes up his mind according to
how he thinks it will affect the
taxpayer and the welfare of the
general public, and that's the
way he votes regardless of how
it may hurt him politically.
—MRS, WILLIAM BOYD JR.

Mclintyre An Honest
And Fearless Man

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
DI AY I WRITE a few lines in
my favorite Charlotte news-
paper about my friend Sen. Fred
Mclntyre, 1 have known him
for many years and I know that
he is an honest and fearless

man.
~MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP

ever sought information {rom
Oppenheimer about atomic de-
velopments in 1043 or at any
other time. Chevalier is one of
the many intellectual friends of
the brilliant Oppenheimer whose
interests extended far beyond
science to literature, music and
politics, and their friendship
has continued down to the pres-

“T never talked w!th Oppie,™
Chevalier told me, “on the basis
of providing information to ai
one, I reported to him lh-t

of friends at the University of
California. They knew he was
involved in some extremely se-
cret work for the government,
but, according to Chevalier, they
did not know what it was or
where it went on. :mhlmlr
would simply be gone for weeks
or months at a time. He offered
no explanation and gave only
vague answers to casual ques-
tions.

Thi§ was, of course, at the
time he took over direction of
the Los Alamos atomic labora-
tories where he, more than per.
haps any other single individ-
ual, contributed to the fin
success of the first test explo-
sion in New Mexico and later
in the first use of an atomic
bomb in fare at Hiroshima,

In the aftermath of the war

George Eltenton had
me and that I was deeply dis-
turbed since 1 knew his Russian
connections, As you know, he
had lived in the Soviet Union
and had a wife and child there.”
DENIES RED TIES

Chevalier says he was never
a Communist or a pro-Commu-
nist, and he ascribes the present
furor to the witchhunting mood
now prevailing in America. He
gave me a photostatic copy of a
letter from Oppenheimer on sta-
tionery of the Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies. The letter to
“Dear Haakon,” dated Feb. 24,
1850, is as follows:

“Thank you for your good
letter of Feb. 21. I can under-
stand that an account of my tes.
timony before the House com-
mittee could be helpful to you
in seeking a suitable academic
position at this time, I cannot
send it to you because 1 had
never myself had a transcript,
and because the committee ruled
ut the time that they desired to
keep, and would keep, the hear-
ings secret. But I can tell you
what [ said. . . .

“As you knmow, T have been
deeply disturbed by the threat
to your career which these ugly
stories could constitute. If
can help you in that, you may
call on me."

As Chevalier told the story
in his small Montmartre apart-
ment, Oppenheimer in 1943 be-
gan to pull away from his group

some  of s old
friends began to discover that
their names had been involved
in official loyalty investigations
presumably by Oppenheimer.
They were deeply disturbed and
yet, in the instance of Ches ,
for one, their friendship was not
interrupted,

As charges spread involving
Oppenheimer's brother and oth-
ers of his close associates, Chev-
alier found himself under fire.
His teaching connection with
tke University of California,
where he had taught French for
20 years, was severed, and it
proved impossible to get another
position.

HELD DUAL CITIZENSHIP

Holding both French and
American citizenship, Chevalier,
25 he tells his story, decided to
return to France. He and his
second wife now live there,
Shortly before coming to Paris
in 1950 they visited the Oppen-
heimers at Princeton, where Op-
penheimer is head of the Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies.

They saw Oppenheimer last
December when he visited Paris,
and at that time he gave them
3 hint of trouble shead for him
although he did not disclose that
the AEC had officially raised
the issue of his loyalty. Cheva-
lier brought Oppenheimer to-
gzlher with Andre Malhraux,

the most prominent
!:encl\ novelists and eritics,

President Asked To Umpire
Differences On Farm Policy

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

RESIDENT EISENHOWER on

Wednesday got the bad news
in person that the best deal he
can get from Congress on farm
legislation is a compromise.

He was warned also that farm
policy by veto was not the an-
swer and would be politically un-
wise. It has been widely reported
that the President would veto any
farm bill containing high fixed
price supporls — a maneuver
which would make automatically
effective a flexible price-support
program already on the statute
books.

Republicans must prove to the
farmers that they can legislate on
agricultural policy, the President
was told. He was promised a bill
that would contain planning of the
kind needed to convince farmers
that their interests are important
to the Republican administration.

The President's callers were
Rep. Clifford Hope (R.) of Kan-
sas. chairman of the House Agri-
culture Committee, and its rank-
ing Republican members, Reps.
August Andresen of Minnesota,
William Hill of Colorado, and
Charles Hoeven of lowa, They
had brushed aside White House
messengers and asked for the ap-
pointment because they wanted to
explore the situation with the
President face to face.

HIGH PROPS FAVORED

The President had with him
Secretary of Agriculture Ezra
Benson, who is promoting flexible
price supports. Sen. George
Aiken of Vermont, chairman of
the Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee, sides with Benson — but the
Aiken committee as of now

stands 8 to 7 in favor of a one-
year extension of 0 per cent par-
ity supports.

Actually the President, in a
sense, is being called upon to um
pire differences on farm policy
between the coastal states, kast
and West, and the Midwest-South
coalition coasts have consid-
erable voice in the Senate—Aiken
himself is from Vermont.

The House committee is dom-
inated by the midwesterners and
southerners, who have a smooth
working arrangement with each
other no matter which party is
in power, Rep. Hope has an ex-
cellent chance to bring out legis-
lation that all or very nearly all
his colleagues will approve and
fight for on the House Ooor.

What he would like to do is to
de-emphasize both fixed and flexi-
ble price supports in a new pro-
gram and to build it around soil
conservation. Some form of price
supports would be included for an-
other year at least.

SURPLUS PROBLEM

Unless Secretary Benson acts
soon and decisively, there will
also be some congressional in-
struction on the subject of the
present surpluses, which have
done so much to discredit the
program. Members of the farm
bloc note that the secretary has
virtually thrown up his hands on
this matter, claiming the various
pl!m would be illegal or too cost-

Tlm\' are ml]mg to grant that
the secretary is sincere — but
they believe much can and should

done. They also feel it would
have been done by a secretary
who was not vehemently opposed
to the present program.

Colleagues Kid TV Star Mundt

deserve credit for convicting the kingpin

byist,

Murray OIf,

and his association

I{.\Rl. MUNDT, the perspiring, unen-
vied senator from South Dakota
who presides over the McCarthy hearings,
got aboard the little trolley car that runs
between the Senate Office Building and
the Capitol the other day, With him w
ex-Sen. Ernest McFarland of Arizor
former Democratic leader of the Senate.

“Karl." said McFarland, “you ought to
run for President. You've been on tele-
vision for weeks, Everybody knows you.
You've had a tremendous build-up. You
ought not to waste all this publicity.
You've got to run for President™

The Republican senator from South
Dakota looked both sheepish and relue-
tant. He gave the impression of one who
wanted to shun the McCarthy hearings,
shun the presidency, even shun the trolley
car under the Capitol.

But his friend from Arizona persisted.
Turning to Sen. William Fulbright of
Arkansas who had just boarded the car,
McFarland said

“Bill. don't you think that, with all
this TV publicity, Karl has got to run
for President?

“Yes," said F' u\hnghl, “either for Pres-
ident or for a hol

Behind Frankie Costello
Behind the recent conviction of Frankie
Costello for income-tax evasion is a long
history of backstage government maneu-
vering, some against Costello, some aimed
at keeping him out of jail. 1t dates back
about seven vears. The men who really

of the gambling world are Justice Tom
Clark, former attorney general; Harry
Anslinger, the indefatigable mnarcotics
commissioner; and Sen. Kefauver, whose
crime probe focused attention on Cos-
tello in such a way that even the most
powerful officials could mot afford to
buek public opinion.

Two of the officials suspected of try-
ing to shield Costello from income-tax
prosecution are now under indictment

Perhaps the most amazing feature of
the whole Costello story is that it would
have been possible, as early as July 21,
1847, to send Frankie back to his native
Italy. For it was on that date that this
writer first exposed the fact that Cos.
tello, in taking out his American citizen-
ship, had perjured himself by failing to
reveal that he had previously been convict-
ed of carrying a concealed weapon.

However, thanks to powerful friends in
high places, Costello never was deports
In fact, he even seemed to enjoy the
benign blessing of certain crime-busting
officials in New York. For it was Cos.
tello and Costello alone who carried a
suitcase out to Ellis Island to bid fare.
well to Lucky Luciano when Gov. Dewey
let Luciano out of a 99-year rap in Sing
Sing,

Costello’s Lobbyist

Of the many, many stories I have writ-
ten about Costello, there is one [ re-
gret. It told of Costello’'s Washington lob-

with certain congressmen. 1 do mot re-
gret writing about Murray OIf, but I
do think I was guilty of practicing a cer-
tain amount of McCarthyism on the con-
gressmen—namely, guilt by association.

What happened was that Olf occasion-
ally entertained a small group of con-
gressmen in his ment at the Con-
gressional Hotel, including Phil Welch
of Mlsswrl. Jim Murphy of Staten Island,

Willis of LouiSiana, Louis
Rlbo\al 0[ Michigan, Chester Gorski of
Buffalo and a few others.

1 reported this fact during a series of
articles on Costello. And although the
congressmen do mot deny being present at
the OIf parties, they have since con-
vinced me they had no idea they were
being entertained by Costello's local rep.
resentative. So I think it's only fair to
make this fact: clear. Some of them are
excellent public servants and a little un-
witting relaxation should not be held
against them.

Cigorettes And Cancer

While T am getting things off my
chest, Dr. Alton Ochsner, the I.:mrd
lung surgeon of Tulane University, ha
asked me to correct a statement he ma
and which 1 quoted, to the effect nm
the Associated Press had killed a story
by their Denver correspondent regarding
the effect of cigarettes on lung cancer,

Dr. Ochsner says that while the Den.
ver AP man did show him a “kill" from

his office following Ochsner's speech in
1848, he has now received a letter from
Alan Gould of the AP in New York
stating that the dispatch from mnm
was_“eliminated” because it was “im.
properly written that jt mc]ude:l
Aratuitous and editorial expressions.”
“For example," explained Mr. Gould,
“it started with this statement: ‘The cig-
arette companies won't like this, but a
man who ought to know, thinks a lot of
citizens are digging their own graves
with their lungs’ And it ended with this
statement: ‘So take a deep drag off that
cigarette, brother, And think it over.”
A substitute story was sent out by the
AP, Mr. Gould states. This correctly quot-
ed Dr. Ochsner to the effect that “the
incidence of cancer of the lung has
soared upward in a line pm]lel with
that of the cigarette sales chart.”
However. the substitute story also con-
tained a ﬂullmem quoting Dr. Ochsner
as sayin ere is no conclusive pnmi

. that smoking causes cancer of the lung."

Dr. Ochsner informs me fhat he does not
remember making such a statement, in-
#smuch as most of his address at Denver
was devoted to the probability that cig-
]m-m- smoking does induce cancer of the
ung.

In brief, the AP did carry a moditied
story on Dr. Ochsner's remarks, after
“eliminating” the original story. In fllr
ness both to the AP and Dr. Ochsner,
l‘m[ delighted to publish the above de
ails.




