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The Court Record Of Bruce Blackmon

HE OTHER DAY, we ticked off the
T amazing in-and-out court record of
Benjamin W. Prevatte, a young man
charged with eight serious offenses in-
volving the use of an automobile since
1045. Let's take a look today at another
court record—that of Bruce Blackmon,
now charged with manslaughter after
the death April 1 of Bruce Kersey from
injuries received in a wreck on March 28.

Like Prevatte's, Blackmon's record
was not limited to careless and negligent

driving. But we shall eliminate every-
thing except violations of the motor
vehicle laws. Here's the record:

On June 22, 1944 mon paid one.
half the court costs and a fine of $4 for
driving without an operator's license.

On July 31, 1044, he forfeited bond
in county court on a charge of speeding
| reckless driving

In April, 1947, he forfeited bond in
county court for driving with improper
ligh

On May 2, 1047, he forfeited bond in
eounty court on a charge of speeding 65
mph in a 40 mph zone.

On May 23, 1047, Blackmon once again
forfeited bond in county court on a
charge of speeding

On July 7. 1947, Blackmon was sen-
tenced to six months on the roads in
county court on charges of speeding and
reckless driving. The sentence was sus-
pended on payment of a fine of $500
and costs, and on condition that he not
violate any N. C. law for two years and
that he not operate a motor vehicle for
one year.

The next day, July 8, Blackmon filed
notice of ap| to Superior Court

But on July 25, 1947—Iless than three
weeks later, and while his appeal in the
July T case was pending—Blackmon was
back in county court, charged with
speeding and reckless driving again,
driving without lights, and failure to stop
at a red light. The cases were consoli-
dated for judgment, and Blackmon was
sentenced to 12 months on the roads.

He appealed this charge to Superior
Court, also.

On August 8, 1947, Blackmon was sen-
tenced to 1824 months in Superior
Court in the two cases. But the sentence
was suspended on these conditions: (1)
that he be of good behavior and not
drive an automobile for three years on
one charze of reckless driving and speed-
ing: (2) that he pay a fine of $100 and
costs on the second speeding and reck-
less driving charge: (3) that he pay a
fine of §100 and costs for driving with-

out lights; and (4) that he pay a fina
of $100 for failure to stop at a red light,

Less than a year later, on July 12,
1948, Blackmon was convicted in city
court of reckless driving, and sentenced
to 12 months.

He appealed to Superior Court again,
where he was sentenced to serve three
months on the roads. His suspended sen-
tence from August 6, 1947, was not put
into effect, howeve

On April 10, 1950, Blackmon was back
in county court, charged with speeding,
reckless driving, improper car license,
and driving after his license was revoked
He got a four-month sentence, suspended
on payment of a fine of $250 and costs,

Blackmon still scorned the law. On
Nov. 15, 1950, he was in county court
once again charged with
less driving, and driving
revocation. He demanded a
and a bond of $750 was set
Superior Court appearance

Yet, incredibly enough, when the case
was heard in Superior Court on Dec. 4,
1950, prayer for judgment was continued
for six months. The court altached no
conditions.

For over iwo vyears, Blackman was
more cautious with his driving—that is,
if he was driving during the period.

But on March 13, 1053, there was the
old familiar entry in county court again:
bond forfeited for speeding 70 mph

And on April 12, he forfeited bond
for speeding in city court

On March 16, 1954, his driving license
was suspended for 30 by the Wades-
70 mph
And on March 28, the record came to
Blackmon was charged in
court with two counts of assault
a deadly weapon (auto), reckless
driving and speeding for the aceident
on N. Davidson St. in which Bruce Ker-
sey was injured,

On April 1 of this year, the charge was
ged to manslaughter after Kersey
died, and a preliminary hearing was set
for April 15.

The record speaks for itself. Tt shows
that Blackmon was a chronic speeder and
reckless driver; and that the courts knew
it. Yet in the 10 years during which he
persistently and repeatedly endangered
the lives and property of others, he
served only one stretch of three months.
In the end, a human life was sacrificed.

Either the statutes are a farce, or the
courts were grossly negligent of the
responsibility to sociely. No other
planation fits the case of Bruce Black-
mon.
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N. C. Schools' Big Need Is Money

])FS]”I‘I]'. the quickening pace of edu-
cational progress in North Caroli
the state's schools are still far below par
Our Mr. Reinemer’s article elsewhere on
1his page, based on the National Educa
tion Association's comparison of condi-
tions in various states, points up the
deficiencies,

The NEA used 23 yardsticks. North
Carolina was below the national average
by 19 of them, and can take pride in its
in only two categories
s in the effort being made in
this state to support adequately the pub-

showin

lic schools. In relation to their ability to
pay, North Carolinians give a greater
portion of their income to public schools,
through state and local taxes, than do
citizens of all but six other states

And this state has a higher percenta
of coilege

e
among its eleme!
ers (93 per cent) than
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know more than they need
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dly portion

of their tax money to the schools
because average income is low, t
families are fairly large, and because the
state school system requires so much
improvement o become ndard, the
problem cannot easily be solved

It can be solved by a combination of
factors which affect Tar Heel's income.

The state's industrial base must be
broadened. More and more new indus-
tries must be established. so that the
and the workers they hire will provi
more tax revenue 3

1 f an adequate
law and creation of
opportunities for Neg

But

cause

economic

they can make more money and
their share of the tax load, will help
Revision of tax law, perhaps by tight-

ening up on sales tax exemptions, as

suggested in this space recently, will put
me money into the school fund
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i tes can, to some extent, be ex-

by the fact that some of the
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on cash ome instead of real

Carolina has the nation's

largest rural population. and real income

¢ farm exceeds cash income con-
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else 1o brighten the dark pic-
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A Comparison With Other States

Education In North Carolina

JOME years ago Author-News-
man Burke Davis, then with
News, gave North Carolina a

new nickname. He calied it “01d
Forty{ He named it thus be-
cause the state {requently ranked
43th, among the 48, when rated
according to
as per capital in r
fcome, ysers of school sompleted
That mwkmuw

reading the booklet
Differences An
published this mor
tional Education

Association. It

educational |
i the states, using 23 stand.
By four of them, Nort
ranks 43th. By four
vanks 44th or a6th

However, by two standards used
by the NEA North Caralina ranks
among the eight leading states.
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NLY a candidate for the mad-

hoiise would attempt to be
reassuring about the hydrogen
bomb. Yet a great deal of non-
sense has been written about the
bomb, especially in the last cou-
ple of weeks. And, unless the
country is to adopt hopeless de-
featism as a national policy, it is
important to understand that the
power of the weapons, while in
theory without limit, is in prac-
tice limit

Take, for example, the final test
in the current test series in the
Pacific. This is supposed to de-
velop a power of 40 megatons,
or about 2,000 times the power of
the bomb that destroyed Hiroshi-
ma. Even this may be an under-
estimate, however, since advance
estimates have an odd way of go-
ing wrong, where the hydrogen

mb is concernes

The first hydrugm bomb, test-
ed in November, 1052, was ex-
pected to generate power of less
than one megaton, and developed
instead about five megatons. This
second, tested on March 1 of this
year, was expected to develop be-
fween four and six megatons. It
*“surprised and “astounded” the
scientists (to quote President Ei-
senhower) when it exploded with
14-megaton force. The third hydro-
gen bomb was supposed to devel-
op a power of about 3 megatons.
and most surprising of all, instead
it developed close to 17.

Thus the forthcoming biggest of
the big bangs, if it is permitted
1o go through on schedule, could
auite conceivably fool the scien-
tists again, and develop several
times the expected power. But
does this mean that the hydrogen
tests are “getting out of hand?"
LOTS OF TALK

Such statements have been
widely repeated in the last few
weeks. If they are true, a re-
signed despair is the only sensi-
ble national attitude; it is ob-
viously simple folly to talk about
air defense, civil defense, or any
other kind of defense, if a mere
handful of bombs can destroy the
whole continental land mass. But
such statements are not true at
all
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It's Little Comfort,
H-Bomb Has Limitations

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

But

tons, there is no appreciable in
crease in lateral destruction, be
eause all additional power is dis-
sipated in the relatively mon-re-
sistant upper atmosphere. Thus
even if the forthcoming test in
the Pacific does develop several
times the 40-megaton power an-
ticipated, the actual difference in
destructive radius will only
couple of miles or so

But this is by no means the
only limitation. As more power
is built into a hydrogen bomb, it
becomes more bulky, and thus
more difficult fand finally im
possible) to deliver by his
fact introduces a complicated
power-deliverability equation
which probably reduces to well
‘below “the limit of blow-out” the
power of a bomb deliverable by
air at continental ranges.

BIG ENOUGH

All in all, it is a reasonable
guess that both this country and
the Soviet Union will settle on a
working-model hydrogen bomb of,
say, 10 to 15 megatons. This will
desiroy or damage an area of
something like 600 square miles.
and the radius of destruction wil
be from 8 to 14 miles (depending
how “destruction” is defined)
from the point of explosion. This
is quite enough, after all, to tear
the heart out of a great city.

Yet, for what solation it may
provide, 100 such bombs exploded
on this country would destroy or
damage only about onefive hun
dredth of the total land area of
the United States. In short, even
after a hydrogen war, a great
deal of the United States will
physically survive intact

Unfortunat this very mod-
erately reassuring fact does not
assure the survival of the United
States as a functioning national so-
ciety. The fact that there is some
upper limit to the damage which
can be inflicted by a hydrogen
bomb only suggests that despair
is not necessary. A really effec-
tive air defense could drastically
reduce the number of enemy
targets. A really effective civil de-
fense could make certain that the
nation continued to function as an
organized, disciplined society, at
least on a skeletal basis, after an
attack

Add that this administration has
publicly announced the decision to
base national strategy on a policy
of “massive retaliation” with the
ncw weapons. Add that the Amer-
can intelligence fully supports
“HMI\H Churchill’s statement lhal
the hydrogen bomb is now *in
large scale production in the
Soviet Union.” A really all-out
national effort in the air defense
and civil defense fields then
seems clearly indicated. But if
this kind of national effort is be.
ing planned, the planning is very
quiet indeed.

&

Statement Of Conviction

abroad is an evil creed hostile to
our Christian faith and to our
Christian confidence in the princi-
ples of American democracy.

We believe that Communists
hold principles hostile to freedom.
We believe it unmistakably true
that Sen. McCarthy acts on prin-
ciples that are also hostile to free-
dom. We believe he has tended to
intimidate loyal members of the
government as well as members
of the teaching profession and
other individuals and groups.

- We believe that many citizens
in and out of the government have
become afraid to stand up for free
speech and personal liberty. We
believe the hesitant and pas-
sive response to this threat on the
part of the American people and
their elected representatives is
evidence of the degradation in our
common life. We believe that the
widespread lack of trust in
America today is of decisive ad-
vantage to the Communist power

We say these things humbly, for
we too share the responsibility for
our troubles. We urge
each other and our fellow citizens
to dedicate ourselves anew to free-
dom and the common good.

We believe that those members
of the executive and legislative
branches of government who are
now speaking out of conscience in
opposition to Sen. McCarthy de-
serve pwhl\md praise and en-
couragemel

NSC Emphasizes Indochina’s Importance
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However, wrapping the U. N. around

Indochina will be extremely difficult— ing a do-nothing congressman. One
first, because of the original reluctance thing Widnall doesn't do is take the tax-
of the French. second. because of the Dayers' monmey. Other than that, he has
Soviet veto. Russia was ahse been working hard in Washington and
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hat n-New Jersevites wil] criticize
Thomas,  Widnall feels that if outsiders
Purnell Thomus Campaigns make a martyr of Thomas, New Jersey-
Up in northern New Jersey, an ex- ites may rally to his support. Widnall,

incidentally. is simply ignoring




