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The President Restates Some Truths

Free World Owes Debt To
Dashing Col. De Castries

Cogny pushed aside the dusty tent
flap and entered the forward op-
erational headquarters of Chris-
tian de Castries.

In those days last autumn, the
heroic defender of Dien Bien Phu
was already, as he used to point
out somewhat sardonically, “ihe
only colonel in the world com-
manding a division — at least it's
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and moral shock waves from the Pacific
hydrogen bomb tests were still ricochet-
ing. At home, the American people al-
ready deeply concerned over develop-
ments abroad, additional worries:
the fear of internal Communist subver-
sion, and anxiety over economic condi-
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the need for facing the facts and n
ing the problems of this nation calm.
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Even so, the President was badly
advised about the content of his speech
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The American people are not children
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the same, in the way the slender
de Castries moved to the map
board as soon as the greetings
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for a situation report.
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