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Citizen School Commrttee Needed

lie close to the
rents in this

HAT public schools
! minds and hearts
vicinity has been strikingly reaffirmed
by the letters from intelligent and artic-
ulate people W inue to flow
into the ProrLe’s !(Mmu-l following
the recent series of articles by our
Agniel.

The letters have been notably free of
the “superpatriotism” and the Ku
Kluxism” indulged in by irresponsible
critics of education in other areas of the

nation. On the whole they have been
thoughtful, sincere, and reasonable. And
they reflect an intensity of interest that
makes it desirable—even essential —that
some organization in the community take
the leader in forming a citizen

group to work with school authorities
and parents in an effort to improve the
schools.

Citizen-teacher cooperation has proved
effective in many American communi-
\ties, Local citizen committees have been
set up as chapters of the National Cit-
izens Commission for the Public Schools.
Teachers College of Columbia University
has sponsored citizen-teacher cooperative
studies in 200 American communities.
More recently, the National Society for
the Study of Education released a 310-
page report which, in the opinion of
Dr. Benjamin Fine of the New York
Times, is “one of the most extensive
studies of school-community rel
prepared.” The conclusion
the study is clear, writes Dr. Fine:

“Citizen cooperation is essential for the
impravement of the public school system.
The average citizen of the community . , +

ke in the rv(wmw on of all the
his communit

It is only the facts to say that
citizen cooperation has been sought by
authorities in North Carolina for
teacher salaries and new build.
ings, but there has been virtually no con-
sultation on curriculum, emphasis and
methods. Nominally, the elected school
boards would have a voice in these mat-
ters, but since the end of World War IT
the boards have been so busy with the
details of vast building programs that
they have had little time to serve as
lialson between the people and the
gchools in other phases of education
citizens' committee would help fill
that gap. It could do constructive work
in many areas of the public school sys-
tem—a reexamination of school cur-
ricula, systems of reporting to parents
on the progress of children, adequacy
of teacher compensation, the extra bur-
dens placed upon teachers that limit
their classroom effectiveness, the place
of competitive athletics in the publie
schools, ways to finance the vasily-ex-
panding  building program, potential
gains and losses from consolidating the
city and county school districts, and
others

It would be essential to the success
of the committee for its members to be
both informed about and interested in
the schools. They also must have ade-
quate time to devote to the work, and
they should approach the job in a friend-
ly, cooperative and constructive attitude,

The work is already cut out for such
a committee. All the project needs is
some responsible group or individual to
take the leadership.

a vital
children in

stating

school
higher

The Scandal In The Housing Program

IT 1S CLEAR by now that the housing
investigations, set off by President
Eisenhower's seizure of Federal Housing
Administration files early this week, will
produce some scandalous accounts of
mismanagement, at the least, in the fed-
eral housing program. Some cases so far

reported indicate that collusion and
fraud may be proved
Two main types of shady deals have

been reported. The first, used by con-
tractors, was to get from the FHA loans
Jarger than the total actual cost of the
housing projects, and pocket the differ-
ence. Nothing less than a combination of
inept bureaucrats and unscrupulous con
tractors could produce such abuses.

The second tactic was used by “dyna-
miters”, transient groups of high-pres-
sure home improvement and repair men
who persuaded home owners that they
must by law make certain improyements.
The “dynamiters” then made the im-
provements, charged an exorbitant fee
and moved on

The administration should be com-
mended for initiating the investigation,
ich may reflect unfavorably on both
it and its |vr|x|m4v~nr But it is passing

that the mess in the housing
id ot come fo light earlier
chairman of the Joint Com-

am
Byrd,

PIC
Sen

mittee on Reduction of Non-Essential
Federal Expenditures, says his group
started

probing  irregularities nine
months ago, and found government
agencies non-cooperative. And surely, if
mismanagement and worse were ram.

pant under the Truman administration,
the Republican offici should have dis-
covered it before now.

It is reassuring to know that this in-
vestigation will be conducted vigorously
and responsibly. Two congressional com«
mittees will be on the job. ( One good one
would be enough, but never use one
when two or more can do seems to he
the rule when a scandal comes up.)
Both Sen. Byrd's committee and Sen,
Capehart's Senate Banking Committea
have reputations for expertness and dil-
igence. And the administration itself is
wholeheartedly entering into the probe.
By next week, when the two congres.
sional committees get down to their ques-
tioning, the whole picture will become
much clearer.

Certainly North Carolina's contractors
and housing officials should give a full
measure of cooperation to this investi-
gation. For only thus can the honest and
upright builders and officials remove the
stigma that has been attached to them
by a few unscrupulous persons
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officer, Lt. Raduloviteh, who had
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ivers his readers a
and delightful combi-
editorials.
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‘Who's Being Walled Off From What?’

People’s Platform

Willie And Reddy's

Washington
Editors, The News:
WI read with interest your edi-
torial: “Room for Both Willie
and Reddy," in your March 11 is-
sue.

This tells graphically of the tre-
mendous expansion in rural elec-
trification since 1935, and cites the
cvergrowing uses to which re-
sourceful farm people are putting
this useful servant

With much logic you point out
that credit for the success of rural
clectrification belongs jointly to
electric cooperatives, private utili-
. the government, and a host of
home economists, legis-
the dedicated public
who saw the program

farmers
lators and
servants
through

This is horne out hoth in the fig-
ures for North Carolina carried in
your e s

torial and our estim
entire mation, The number
receiving central station

electric service in the United
States has risen {rom 743,954 in
1035 10 4,888,460 in 1053 REA co-
operatives serve 514 per cent of
this number and commercial utilie
ties 41.5 of the total, The remair
der, or 7.1 per cent, are served

by municipal systems, power dis-
tricts
The

and other public agencies.
commercial utilities have
even larger share of
ng load. In addition to

their own rural customers
commercial utilities supplied half
of the electrical energy distributed
over REA-financed lines in fiscal
1052,

As you say, there is still a big job

shead, and room enough for both
“Willie Wiredhand” and *“Reddy
Kilowatt " No one segment of

« industry can do the job of

g farmers’ growing demand

r. The problem is more

a matter of stretching lines

out to unserved farms alls

for rebuilding existing systems o
e heavier loads

ade-
supplies of low cost power
in rural areas of North Carolina
tions of the country.
—ANCHOR NELSEN,
Administrator Rural Elec-
trician Administration.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON  Russia and should share our most precious Robert Oppenheimer and Dr, Harold
Tr i no secret Joe McCarthy has sec Irey. have been
been trump card the " “But when the photographs of seared
charge sists held up produc- Lilienthal’s Plea flesh and the medical reports from \.,.a r
n bomb and that Dr saki and Hiroshima came bac ese
onctime head of  Here are excerpts from the story of cujentists went thr
nsible. Joe had the hvdrogen-bomb debate, as recorded th
* charge in his in (Ris column when the battle was hot,
RSt U | 1950, four years before Mc:
O e hea lay Carthy decided to dig it up as a national “the Atomis Bn
Senate probe McCarthy- L of t

three

Jished
before
ab

in this ¢

cret
8 months as

Newsboy Says Thanks

To His Customers
Charlotte

Editors, The News

WOULD like to thank all my

customers for their helping me
to win tenth place In the Char-
lotte News' Nineteenth Annual ¥
ficiency Contest. 1 would also like
to thank my route distributor, Mr.
Richard H. Hampton for his help
and encouragement to me during
the contest

This is my first efficiency con-
test and 1 enjoyed it very much.
I have heen a carrier since Oc-
tober, 1953. My route is parts of
Lyndhurst Ave., Park Ave., E:
clid Ave., Rensselacr Ave., and
South Blvd | will try hard to
win first place in next years' con-

BEN STOKES

Democracy May Fail
Its Acid Test

FEditors, The News
JOR SOME time T have been
mulling over your lead editorial
of March 27, “Can Democracy

ot Its Acid Test?”
government is more than
ence and character of
require of it. Further-
government can be in-
and impartial in its ad-
when it becomes
administrator of the
When the in-

Pittsboro

No
the

intell

{han
laws of the land.
dividual has a personal stake in

mare

the government, he is going to do
his utmost to have the govern-
ment_administered by men who
will do his bidding, and he ac-
complishes his purpose by the
use of the ballot. With universal
ay expect and ac-

do

tually do have government by

pressure groups, for those of
won interest will combine
vote as a unit or block

.H practic

is mas
i e i
folks
have a personal stake in
ment, and their combined vote is
the w 2 vote. Then, too, we
are confronted with the argument
that majority rule is the final
test of scracy, that all else
is unavailing in fact, invalid as

lhl‘ lwnen
nd veterans. They now

ern:

EmpLock. |

c»«wc i e e PaSY e

BigJob

argument. This leads to mob
rule, which inevitably calls for
the strong man or dictator, and
the end of the democratic pro-
cess thereupon begins.

Now, 1 do not believe that we
are approaching the end of our
government; but 1 am definitely
of the conviction our democracy
is on the way out. The individual
is a slave to his government when
his daily bread is involved, and
that is well-high the situation we
are now in, with the trend de-
finitely in that end. We are not
£oing out via nuclear bombs, Rus-
sia’s possession of these weapons
makes their use suicidal for all.
We may be “nibbled to death™
in foreign wars and by welfara
governments at home. We indeed
“live in a glass house”, which
can't stand much stone hurling
from the home team, to say noth-
ing of the effect from the visiting

8 Socialism, if not commu-
nism, is on the march and will
not be stopped until all peoples
have had their fill of it. Peoples
everywhere are moving away
from the democratic concept of a
government 2 initiated it
here. 1 wish [ could see it other~
wise,

=JOHN W. HESTER

Quote, Unquote

Reports from over the country
tell of great interest in do-it
yourself gardening. But time and
the arrival of hot weather may
change that to get-someone-clse
gardening, — New Orleans States,

The World Health Organization
reports there influenza
epidemic anywhere in the world
this winter. In other countries
they must be calling it by some
kind of virus name too. —Fort
Myers (Fla.) News-Press.

Tax cutting now is based on the
theory that posterity should pay
for prosperity. — Memphis Press-
Scimitar,

It is all right to call the domes-
tic difficulties of the Billy Roses
“the war of the roses,” but the
line ought to be drawn against
anyone saying _anything
“Holm, sweet Holm.” — Lexing-
ton Herald.

Calculated Risks Costly,
As Physicist's Case Shows

By DORIS FLEESON

TON.

WASHIN

J)R I Robert Oppenheimer's
moral doubts about proceed-
ing with the hydrogen bomb were
shared by his W"l

Lilienthal, then chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission, said
he wasn't sure he could get enough
scientists to build it

A participant in that particular
conference — one of many which
preceded President Trum:
cision in
ahead — described th
Early, then Deputy Secret ry of
Defense, as furiously disagrecing
Early, reflecting the Pentagon
view, argued it could and must
be done.

The H-bemb was made and has
exceeded even the theoretical esti-
mates of its destructive power.
A(Auallv the atomic broodings of
he scientists were never a secret
'nwy pushed” in every forum a

campaign for international regu

lation and development

AMERICANS SYMPATHETIC
Their

cries of “me

w
patheti
who have

strong vein of
not Ameri-
climate.
When repeated Soviet aggression
swed by news that the So-
viets had exploded an atomic
bomb, practical considerations ov-
erbore all misgivings.

The employment of Dr. Oppen-
heimer and other reluctant scien-
tists both on the atomic and hy-
drogen hombs was a calculated
risk taken by the Truman ad-
‘ministration and, up to now, by
President Eisenhower and his as-
sociates.

They knew the purported facts.

The Joint Committee on Atomic
Energy of the House and Senate
has stepped up to say that it knew
m too and was kept fully in-
formed about the Oppenheimer
situation

The committee will assert”its
jurisdiction in behalf of Congress
should any occasion for hearings
arise on matters of this kind. This
a relief to Washington where
its reputation for responsible be-
havior is
But in deciding to fight rather
n accept dismissal, Dr. Op-
penheimer has called attention to
pmmvms far greater than his per-
sonal justification

Something has been added to the
cost of calculated risks these days.
Its name is McCarthy. It is ac-
cepted here as a fact that the Op-
penheimer affair had got to the
senator’s ears — as_everything
connected with security does —
and that the story was leaked to
void his springing it as a sen-
ation designed to overpower the
McCarthy-Army fight
COSTLY RISK
cost to  Oppenheimer,
h he be vindicated in the
is great. What it is to the
power to take risks, to
act boldly, to exercise his judg-
ment fre cannot be measured.
The times demand of American
Presidents and high government
officials a wisdom almost more
than mortal. The people have in
the past often seemed far too tol-
erant. They are now being
spurred to the opposite extreme,
told they must not forgive nor fol
get mistakes. 1t was Dr. Oppens
heimer who said: “Men of our
time will never have a sense of ;
security.” He did not intend it po- |
fitically but atomically; both are
in @ fair way of becoming true.

end
President

Even Tigers Are Frightened
When Indians Throw A Party

By ROBERT C. RUARK

BALAGHAT. India
HIS OLD SAHIB has just been
mixed up in an Indian holi-
day, with disastrous results, and
1 have decided that since it's
bound to get an American some-
day, I might's well pioneer the
field
The feast day is called Holi, and
the festivity lasts three days
is in celebration of a battle one of
ly disei f Lord Krish-
na had with the forces of evil
Legend says that it was a time of
v, with dancing girls

lul bloom.

Man, these people in the Cen-
tral Provinces really take cele
brating seriously. One of the fea
tures is that any woman who sees
a man may demand money from
him, or she can legally beat him
with a stick or pelt him with mud-
pies. This more or less follows
everyday American tradition, but
over here it's sanctified

Everywhere we went there was
a road block of laughing aborigin-
al women, Baigas and Gonds
Mostly they used bamboo poles
but ofie brace of tattooed beauties
peeled off their topmost garments,
tied them together, and stuck us
up with a cloth barrier. The price
of passage was two rupees, and
worth it.

FLOWER FIGHT

My primitive friends here make
pellets from flowers, and hit each
other with handfuls of brightly
colored dust. Most of us looked
as if we been dipped in the
wrong laundry befare the rh\ was
over. I was a symphon: ink,
purple and orange, with a nm K
s0 of mud from the overly enthu-
siastic.

The good peasants up this way
don't practice much d
trol. They eat pigs ¢

and anything else handy v
“~n make an especially \1|u|4 nl
sort of

. this green gin, plus drums,
plus dancing, plus more gin, plus
more dye throwing turn this holi-
day into a cross between Mardi
Gras and St rick’s Day. No
work gets done. Prostrate bodies

can be found in the middle of
the road. Strolling bands of
strels with peacock-feather fans
tagger about and scare the ti-
ers with their tumult,

Right in the middle of Holi
there came a report that a tiger
had killed a cow close by. It de-
veloped that one old gent had left,
a heifer tied up, although all baits
had been recovered, and hunting
cancelled for three days

“No sho-and-sho tigerish gonna
'timidate me,” said the drunken
gentleman_in G oli, the local
tongue. “Tie a cow today, tie a
cow tomorrow.”

So the tiger came and clobbered
the cow, and we organized what
might stand record for pe-
culiar expeditions, My
strong right arm, Khan Sahib
Jamshed Butt, the chief shikari,
passed among the villagers to re-
.cruit a force of sixty-some beat-,
ers.

They showed up, all right, reel-
ing, fottering, singing, stumbling
—all s fried as newts, and hap-
py as Saturday night. We stag-
gered off into the jungle, Khan
ahih—a Moslem and a teetotal-
and myself the only sober
members of the crew. I do not
claim nobility, but that green gin,
is too much even for a Volstead
baby.

TIGER HYSTERICAL

A vast tiger was in the beat,
all right. We were shooling from
the ground, and when the old boy
roared 1 wished that I was load-
ed, too, like everybody else. The
tiger was coming to call on sched-,
ule, but the beaters were making,
so many horrid noises it must
have scared the tiger into hy:
teria. He bolted through the lines
of stoppers and departed for other!
climes, whereupon most of the
stoppers fell out of their trees.

Khan Sahib looked at me and
muttered something sad in one of
the six or seven dialects he speaks.
1 called for a translation

drunkard found the tiger,”
“A drunkard lost the tig-
Lord giveth and the Lord
laketh away."

* "1 said. On the way'

a loaded lady hit me smack
in the kisser w ith a handful o
drippy mud,

=

Backstage Story Of H-Bomb Debate

At a secret meeting with Gen. Bl

mb with F “Group No
no traitor dropped over an uninhabited area as a
by rY‘ warning,
that time,  “Group No. 3 approved
a with  taken at Hiro This

less the enemy surrendered
2 wanted the atomic bomb

by Dr

1 |hlnlhw. s resig

ther sid

ent is l'h\ mpioned by
a secret in the files of the and ex-banker. Lewis Stra tra
but the atomic scien d as sa All hope of interna
divided into three {ional agreement to outlaw the atom bamb
nt the bomb used was killed when Russia refused to ac- ¢
that the President an- cept the Baruch propesals for ins only
ce that we had the bomb and would tion. That was the great

Now we
make the new hy

sible aggressor.
the action t for peace.

included Dr.

on in February

maintain our superiority
That is the chief

From the beg

Oppenheime

nation from the atomic

e in the h\rl

cannot afford
drogen bom

r any

him

of the A

i

first

Truman re

1949, During the debate,

scientific worl

so that little,
e of the ate.

“One point made during the debate was
that the United §
stockpile of ator
ny
difference between
of bombs was that of destructive intensity.

After all
President Truman made
in late January,
writer could determine, no ques-
communism or any other ideology.
ever entered the picture.

Energy Commission, Lilienthal and Strauss

in different corners, During
year, Strauss was a lone dis;

He offered to resign, but Presis

Today, Strauss is,

leader in the commissions
w on the hydrogen bomb is
by both the National Security
and the Joint Atomic Energy

ision of whether to

the dread hydrogen bomb is now

the AEC Chairman Lilienthal made a last- gressional hearir D to Presid "
e diteh, emotional plea against the hydro- we scientists thought £ A B
months, Ken bomb. In effect, he said: ‘We must before we had a bon some of us did i
e e kgl AR B Lookingl Back
1050, agreement with Russia to outlaw to see the atomic It was to us the The above is the basic story of the
charges  before we make this bomb. We greatest argument for world peace.” debate over the Hbomb
appeal over the heads of the e then. other details have become
invelve mlin the Russian people. They Strguss Shongly Bucked \1L but it doesn't change the basic
P Cha force Stalin to come to terms.’ s s _ story. Tt has become known, for in-
“Lilienthal speaks 8 termented o R AT RIS (ETE T | ire stance, that the debate over building the
ientists who made the atomic: Planning 1o ¢ 2 lobby of church  H-bomb began right after the Russians
Hieoims and Napasahi groups to carry usade’ after exploded their first A-bomb on Sept. 23,

however, our
on the H-bomb continued.
if any time was lost be-

s had a large enougn
lmmbs to do the work
hydrogen bombs, and that the

the two types

were debated,
the decision
1950, and as far

these facts




