G THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

THOMAS L. ROBINSON.

Genanl Manager

TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1954

Two Tough Tasks In Caracas

l OLLAR DIPLOMACY . . . big stick

U. §. Marines . . ." thus did
lum,,n \lnmler C.\ul]emo Toricllo of
Guatemala go on in his address to the
10th Inter-American Conference at Cara-
cas, Venczuela, Then in conclusion, in
the manner of a southern politician who
invokes the name of Thomas Jefferson,
the shrewd diplomat of this hemisphere's
pinkest regime ended his tirade against
yanqui imperialism of another day by
appealing to the memory of Simon Boli-
var, the Caracasborn South American
liberator, and stepped from the rostrum
amid sustained applause to shake the
outstretched hands of other Latin Amer-
jcan representatives.

The Guatemalan's speech was well
received, not because his government is
pro-Communist, but for other reasons
which are important to an understand-
ing of Pan-American relations and the
problems the U. S. faces now that it
is finally refocusing attention to this
hemisphere.

South Americans still get emotionally
upset when the old tales about U. S.
exploitation and intervention are re-
called. They know that the U. 8. long
ago abandoned these tactics. But they
also know that relations between the
U. S and its southern neighbors have
deteriorated during the past few years,
specifically, since the latter part of the
administration of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Secretary of Staté Cor-
dell Hull, who is still revered in South
America because of his inauguration of
the Good Neighbor Policy, particularly
reciprocal trade agreements. The Latins
realize that a primary reason for this
country's seeming indifference has been
its preoccupation with areas where
communism is a more immediate threat.
They also may have observed that the
best way to interest the U. S. is to have
a den of Reds in one’s midst.

The U. S. hopes to re-establish good
Pan-American relations at the confer-
ence and to diminish the threat of
Guatemala's Reds to the Panama Canal
and the rest of the hemisphere. Both
of these tasks will be difficult.

The first will be difficult because the
administration is getting off to such
a late start in establishing Latin Ameris
can policy. Secretary of State Dulles’
modernized Monroe Doctrine—a request

for a collective “hands off" warning to
Russia against Red infiltration of this
hemisphere, plus U. §. economic aid
for the Latins—is the first definitive
statement of policy by a high official
of this administration. No doubt the
secretary’s assurances of more technical
assistance and private investment, con-
tinuance of ExportImport Bank loans
and postponement of the wool tariff ine
crease make good listening in Caracas,
but the Latins there presumably will
hold their hosannas and wait to see
what the wool and economy blocs in
Congress do with these proposals.

It is impossible effectively to negate
the Communist threat in Guatemala, for
reasons that apply with particular force
in Latin American relations. The doctrine
of nonintervention is paramount in
this area, because the U. §. so long
refused to adhere to it. When the doc-
irine was established, at the Buenos
Conference in 1036, it was categorically
phrased that “no state has' the right to
intervene in the internal or external
affairs of another” and it was stated in
even stronger language in the Charter
of Bogota in 1948. A U. S. attempt to
infringe upon this doctrine would be

'Relax—He Hasn't Got To You Yet'

Republicans Vs. Democrats

from the ps as a
Teturn to the old imperialism.

Thus the long-awaited U. S. resolution
on communism, being debated this week,
is fairly mild. It does not name Guate-
mala, nor does it call for any kind of
an international investigation. It mildly
requests that Red domination or control
of any country in this hemisphere would
justify “appropriate action in accord-
ance with existing treaties”. And these
existing treaties provide for an imme-
diate meeting of the American states
to agree on measures to be taken for
the common defense and for the maine
tenance of peace and security.

The U. 8. action then, although it may
at f:r:l glance seem to be pusﬂlwmou.l

ing, proceeds from

of the delicacy of U. S. relations with
the South Americans. After all, if they
become convinced during this confer-
ence of this country’s renewed interest
in them, their attitude will be vastly
more useful in promoting Pan-American-
ism and diminishing the Red threat than
a hopper full of stern resolutions
would be.

Lennon's Solution For M'Carthy Problem

TTHIN a few hours after Candidate
| W. Kerr Scott had fired his blast
at abuses of congressional investigating
commttees, Candidate Alton A. Lennon
reiterated his formula for ending “one-
man rule” of such investigations and the
“headline parade” growing out of them.

Sen. Lennon's solution has four basic
points:

1. Committee rules should be changed
to prohibit the holding of one-man inves-
tigating committee sessions.

2. The accused should have the right to
have counsel of his own choice present to
eross-examine the aceusers.

3. The rules should be changed to re
quire at least two members of the ma-
jority party and at least one of the mi-
mority party members of the committee
present before a hearing could be held.

4, Creation of a joint Senate-House com-
mittee responsible for eliminating sub-

versives rather than the present system of
several committees.

Points 1, 2, and 4 have much merit
and there is no valid reason, other than
the traditional reluctance of senators to
hamstring one another, why they should
not be adopted.

Point 3 raises a question. With such a
rule, it would be easy for a minority
party to block any investigation that
might prove embarrassing to it simply by

The Abandonment

ACCORDING fo the Alsop brothers,
President Eisenhower will stand
firm in his opposition to Sen. George's
proposal for an increase in personal in-
come tax exemptions—though it is re-
yorted in Busivess WeEk’s current issue
that he will agree to some reductions in
excise taxes.

The Alsops say that Mr. Eisenhower
believes his stand is a matter of prin-
ciple, that it would be “wrong and irre-
sponsible” to hand out large tax cuts this
year and thus increase the national
deficit,

The Democrats who are behind Sen
George appear to be standing on prine
ciple, also. They argue that the best way
1o get the national economy humming
once again is to grant individuals some
fax relief, thus increasing their purchas-
ing power. It is the contention of the
Democrats that deficit financing is bet-
ter than a major economic recession.

In the political arena, princivles are
often rather flexible. The President, for
examnle, thinks it would be all right to
give U. S, business some 1.5 billion dol-
Jars of tax relief, even though that would
Increase the deficit by an eauivalent
amount. Beyond that, tax reduction runs
counter to his principles.

We don’t want to toss a wet blanket

)

asking its minority representatives to
boycott the hearings. Although we agree
that the minority party should always be
represented, we are not ready to give it
a ready-made veto of committee investi-
gations.

Sen. Lennon's proposal points up the
basic fallacy in the arguments of those
who would have President Eisenhower
grapple with Joe McCarthy in the mire
and muck of McCarthy's gutter politics.
Although a strong President can bring a
good deal of indirect pressure to bear
on a reealcitrant senator, he cannot di-
rectly discipline him. The Congress
is an autonomous branch of the govern-
ment, and it Is just as important to, keep
the Congress free of dictation by the
executive as it is to keep the executive
branch free of dictation by Congress.

The Senate is the judge of the actions
of its membership. Sen. Lennon's pro-
posal, then, is directed to the right au.
thority. It doesn't lessen our enthusiasm
for his basic approach to note, some-
what cynically, that the Senate so far has
shown precious’ little concern for its
reputation as the greatest deliberative
body in the world, and the repository
of political greatness. In sum, we doubt
that Sen. Lennon’s proposal has any
chance of being adopted.

Of A Principle

over both schemes, but isn't it more
than possible, if principle is going to be
the yardstick, that there should be no
tax reduction?

President Eisenhower has predicted a
budget deficit of 2.9 billion dollars. Sen.
Harry Byrd thinks that figure is optimis
tic—that the deficit may be double or
even friple that, without any tax cuts
save those that went into effect early in
1054, Any tax cut will lncrem the
deficit.

For most of the past 20~ years, the
Republican Party has been highly critical
of deficit financing in the Roosevelt and
Truman administrations, Since 1938, the
most influential Southern Democrats
have stood beside the Republicans in
their fight for a balanced budget.

A balanced budget is a sound princi-
ple of government at all times except
during a critical national emergency. Yet
it is beginning to appear that both
Republicans and Southern Democrats are
at the point of abandoning that principle
in order to dangle altractive tax cuts
before U, S. voters.

When a Russian official has an “ex"
before his title it's a safe bet it stands
for executed.—Des Moixes TRIBUNE.
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Big Tax Battle Shapes Up

By JOSEPH & STEWART AL§OP

WASHINGTON

[E bitterest legislative battle

of this session of Congress is
shaping up around the tax issue.

The Democrats are united as
rarely before behind Sen. Walter
George's proposal to increase exs
emptions for all taxpayers and
their dependents. Largely on the
advice of Secretary of the Treas-
ury George Humphrey, President
Eisenhower has decided to throw
his personal prestige and the
power of his administration into
the scales, in an attempt to beat
the George proposal.

This courageous decision by
the President was conveyed last
Thursday to 60 key Republican
representatives from close Con-
gressional districts, by Vice Pres-
ident Richard Nixon. At a meet-
ing in the Congressional Hotel,
Nixon fold the assembled repre-
sentatives that the President felt
that the George proposal had to
be beaten at whatever cost.

The Pns:ﬂen} intended, Nixon
eaid, to appeal directly to the
country on this issue, with at
least one radio and felevision
hroadeast. He would explain why
il would be wrong and irrespon-
sible to increase exemptions, and
thus to increase the prospective
deficit by billions of dollars. And,
Nixon warned, it was up to the
Republicans in the House to back
up the President.

JOB FOR THE HOUSE

The fight was already as good
8s lost in the Senate, Nixon
frankly admitted—at least three
TRepublican senators were certain
to defect. The President could
hardly veto the whole tax bil,
throwing the entire legislative
program  into total confusion.
Therefore it was up to the House.

He knew, Nixon said, how
tough it was to stand up to the
Democrals on such an issue in an
election year. But it was often
good politics to fight on the seem-
ingly unpopular side of an issue,
especially if the voters sensed in
their hearts that it was the rlﬂh!
side. Moreover, the voters hardly
ever cast their ballots on the ba-
sis of a candidate's stand on any
one issue.

Their votes reflected, instead,
the general impression of the
candidate, real key to this
general impression next fall, Nix-
on said, will be whether a Repub-
lican candidate had worked with
President Eisenhower and for his
program, The President's popu-

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

larity was far and away the Re-
publican’s greatest political asset,
the vice president said = work
against the President, and you
throw away this asset.

Those who heard Nlxon were
much impressed. And it will take
more than one talk by the vice-
president to line up the paper-thin
Republican majority. For one
thing, more than 20 Republican
tossed into the hopper their own
bills increasing the tax exemp-
tion. Even so, Speaker Joseph
Martin and the other House lead-
ers are confident that they can
whip their party into line.

The Democrats claim to be
equally confident — and the Dem-
ocrats must be given credit for a
hrilliant, if perhaps slightly eyni-
cal, political strategy. When Sen.
George was persuaded, reportedly
by Senate Minority Leader Lyn-
don Johnson and House Minority
Leader Sam Rayburn, to sponsor
increased exemptions, the pro-
posal was lent an aura of impec-

Congressional Quiz

Q—What is the most common
surname among members of Con-
gress?

A—It's Smith, as you might
have guessed. There are six of
them in the 83rd Congress, four
in the House and two in the Sen-
ate. Other common names include
(all in the House unless other-
-wise indicated); Miller, five;
Rogers, four: Johnson, four (two
in the Senate): Williams, four
one in the Senate); Jones, three;
©O'Brien, three; Thompson, three;
Wilson, three; Martin, three
(one in Senate); Davis, three;
and Harrison, three.

Q—What is meant by the term
“Civil Service?"”

A — The term refers to the ag-
gregate of federal public workers
employed under terms of Civil
Service Act of 1883, as amended.
Generally, the Act, as revised,
provides for appointment through
competitive examination, perman=
ent tenure for satisfactory serv-
ice, promotions through merit. In

eneral, the only posi
outside the scope of the civil serv-
ice are confidential or policy-mak-
ing positions, some temporary
positions, and certain positions in
a few designated independent
agencies.

cable conservatism and responsi-
bility.

The increased exemptions

would particularly benefit people
with large families in the low-
income groups. The administra-
tion-backed measure for a 10 per
cent tax credit on dividends
would particularly benefit people
with large unearned incomes.
As soon as the |dmlnlnmlon
tax bill is introduced into the
House, the Democrats plan to tie
the two issues together by intro-
ducing a motion to strike out the
dividend credit, and to increase
exemptions from $600 to $700.

“Boy,” one Democrat said
jubilantly, “I can hear it al-
ready. The Republican party —
the party that won't give a poor

man with four kids a break, and

ands over $%0,000 to the million-
dollar-a-year man."

» Yet there are very cogent rea-

sons for the firm stand which
Secretary Humphrey has per-
suaded the President to adopt. A
8100 increase in exemption would
cost the Treasury 2.3 billion dol:
lars, und the s:m increase which
Senal favors  would
cost U hlﬂlun dollars in reve-
nue. Even the smaller increase
would mean a deficit on the or:
der of 7 billion dollars. Secretary
Humphrey is adamant that the
first Republican administration
in twenty years cannot resort to
deficit financing on a huge scale,
lud President Eisenhower agrees
im.

m proposed fincreases would
also exempt between four md
seven million people from
personal responsibility for ﬂls
cost of [avemmen\. which Ei-
senhower and H appose
on principle. nm]ly it is cer-
tainly true that very heavy tax-
ation, first on corporation profits
and then on income derived from
these profits, has tended to dry
up the sources of risk capital, As
cne of the authors of the dividend
credit plan remarked. “If you've
got a capitalist system, you've
w !o have capitalist

Il in all, there

renvm for the course th- th
dent has chosen, but the pnml-
cal risks are downright hair-
ing. Perhaps the outcome wul
provide a test of the Nixon theory
—the theory that it's good pol-
itics mot to give the voters what
they want if the voters know in
their hearls they shouldn't have
it,

Coffee---Then And Now

By MISS BEATRICE COBB
(In The Morganton News-Herald)

Tl!’!SE days the high price of
coffee comes in for much dis-
cussion—in Congress, over radio
and television omes, and
throughout the
Just about every-
where that people meet and
talk. Evidently the end of price
increases is not in sight. An
article 1 read the other day pre-
dieted that likely before many
weeks have passed the best
grades of coffee will go fo at
least $1.25 per pound. In hun-
dreds of homes there has been
a switch to tea, and undoubtedly
::o‘o lul»:l have been  greatly

grocery st
land, in

sted,

During the War Between the
States (at long last I've learned
not to call it “the Civil War")
both coffee and tea, except the
improvised varieties of the lat-
ter, were practically non-existe
ent in the South, not available
at any price. Because both were
and still are imports, I imagine
re also scarce and very
h.!lll Drlud even in the North.

've heard my mother say that
M years during and even after
the war, sassafras tea was the
only hot drink they had with
their meals. My mother said she
had tried sassafras tea, made
from the dried roots of the
sassafras shrub, and could not
understand how anybody could
ever learn to drink the “insipid
steff” at all. Besides, since
sugar was also scarce and high-
priced, “long sweetening” or
horle-made molasses, was the
only means of sweetening.
EARLY HARDSHIPS

5o, when we begin fuming and
{retting about present-day coffee
prices, it might be a good thing
for us to recall some of the de-
privations and hardships suf-
fered by our ancestors less than
@ hundred years ago, In the
1860's many a Southern family
existed on a near-starvation diet,
and the lack and price of coffee
and tea were probably the least
of their worries.

In an old school history book
1 have been reading (written
by John W. Moore, published in
1882, and used in the schools of
that post-war period) there are
listed some prices which make
$1.25 a pound coffee seem too
insignificant to quarrel much
about now, “The pay of Confed-
erate soldiers in the ranks was
§13 and $17 per month, in ‘Con-
federate money'," it was record-
ed. And to quote further, “dur-
ing the latter days of the war
flour was sold for $800 per bar-
rel; meat $3 per pound; chickens
§$15 each; shoes (brogans) $300

Of Men And

per pair; coffee 850 per pound;
tallow candles $15 per pound,
etc, The cry of distress from

famishing women and children
was distressing”

his back on scenes of
incurred personal ignominy lnr‘
sometimes the punishment of
death, for desertion.”
One case, that of Edward
coeper. was cited, He was tried
by court martial Inr desertion
Declining the aid of a lawyer,
his only defense was the follow-
ing letter from his wife, which
be handed to the trial judge:
“My dear Edward: I have al
wm been proud of you, ant
our connection with th~
Conl mh may. 1 Mn been
f you than ever be.
lm l would not Mn you do
anything wrong for the world.
but before God, Edward, unless
you come home, we must die.
Lut night T was aroused by
little Eddie's crying. I called
and said, ‘What is the matter,
Fddie?” And he said, 'O mamma,
T am so hungry And Lucy, Ed-
ward, your darling Lucy, she
never complains, but she s
mrowing thinner and thinner
every day. And before God, Ed-
ward, unless you come home, we
must die. Your Mary."
COURT MARTIAL
‘The military court, every mem-
ber of which, the report says,
was melted to tears, had no
other course than to find the
risoner guilty, and to sentence
iim to death, A recommendation
for mercy went along to Gen.
Lee for a review of the case,
and the unhappy artilleryman
was pardoned, Afterwards, the
story concludes, he was killed
in battle, his face to the enemy.
1f Congress finds that there is
any fraud or shenanigans go-
ing on to run up the present
price of coffee, drastic action
should be taken, looking toward
coritrols, Personally, as much as
I enjoy two cups of coffee for
breakfast, 1 can learn to do
without coffee altogether, if the
cost goes too high. The old gen-
eral Jaw of supply and demand
would no doubt be as effective
as governmental regulations. If
the American people as a whole
would cut down on coffee drink-
Inl. for even a few months, we
would, likely see an immediate
effect on prices,

Prejudice

By H. CLAY FERREE
(In The Winston-Salem Journal-Sentinel)

12YEAROLD, BOY, we're
told, was asked by his
mother to define “prejudice.”
He surprised her by answering:
“It's when I hate somebody
before 1 know him.” Nobody
could have given a better defi-
nition, For prejudice is an opin-
ion formed without “due knowl-
," & judgment made before
the facts . . It is a matter of
prejudgin individuals or graup:
on the basis of
generalization, such as
Jews are eralty,” “The Scolch
are llim, or “Negroes are
inferior.”
We too often come to judge
individuals by such group tags
which are usually unfair,

tional, fictious. Then ga
sometimes a whole group is um
matized through the notoriety

, such as Fagin in
Twist,” some well-
k of a certain
race in one’s community, or
shylul in “The Merchant of
on ~ Legree in

"Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”
Prejudice, like fear, is not
innate but acquired. Psycholo-
gists have proved that very
young babies have no fear of
such things as hot stoves or
snakes. They must be taught to
fear and avoid these things.
This is largely true of preju-
dice. thh is both democratic
and ftrusting. It learns to hate

older persons.
teaching is seldom done
delllwrmly But all of us live
within our own cultural groups

and our attitudes are eolored
by the thinking, the customs
and mores of those groups, Our
world is divided between our
group and the group outside it.
The outsider is usually alien
suspeet in our eyes. Often
one of us comes to know
some member of the outside
group well he is pleasantly sur-
prised to find that the latter
doesn't wear homs or breathe
l!re lnd brimstone.

as W. J. Cash wrote in his
"lllnd nr the South,” mere con-
tact does not always make for
tolerance. It does so only when
one has been educated fo toler-
ance, “The sxmpla man,"” said
Cash, * . apt to see what-
mr differs !rom himself as an
alfront, a challenge and a men-
ace.” Many of us are trained to
suspicion and distrust of differ-
ence, What is like us is good,
what differs from our group
Tals ovays ol 1w ara o
always help if we are fair-
B akay g
-p of
neighborliness.

In the prmnt period of na-
tional hysteria and social ten-
sion it is more important than
ever that Ameticans in every
group and walk ux life make ln
earnest effort to u ind ai
rprarlm the ldnl: and nlm
those in groups dmmnl
from their own.
may not mm for tbmm ln
every inst; ly there
is reason to ml that lll Amei-
cans will work together better
:ltzen they know each other bet-

Indochinese Training Plan Rejected

WASHINGTON

E headlines and hullabaloo over Me-

Carthy vs. Eisenhower have ob.

scured a lot of other things happening

around the world, some just about as im-

portant to the free world as the battle
over McCarthylsm.

One is an indignant though unpub-
lished veto by French Foreign Minister
Bidault of the American suggestion that
the United States train native Indochinese
troops.

‘When the proposal was put up to
the French that U. S. military men use
the same training tactics they so suc-
cessfully used with the Greeks and South
K(muu‘ Bidault told the American Em-

long as French troops and not
Americans are fighting and dying in
Indochina. there will be no American

training_program.
Bidault’s answer :(m!ed lha Penta-
son, which had been to send

Gen. “Iron Mike” 0'|7lm:l (o indochina,
O'Diniel will still %0, but with no author-
ity to train

Meanwhile, it's reported that at a se-
cret meeting in Peiping, the Russians
and Chinese promised heavy armament
and troops to the lnda(hlne!e Reds. All
indications are that Indochina will sooner
or later go Communist.

McCarthy's Scapegoat

Sen. McCarthy is looking for & mew
chief counsel for his investigating com-
mitlee. Roy Cohn, the brash, brilliant

-

you rosecuting attorney now holdin;
dnwn that job, is slated for the a:

Chief reason is that MeCarthy nﬂdl 2
scapegoat. T'hz heat from the White House
has been too great: also from other mem-
bers of the Mchhy subcommittee.

Another reason for axing Cohn is that
the Army has kept a record of his tele-
phone conversations on behalf of hi
friend Gerard David Schine in which he
sought favors for the young ex-Me
Carthy investigator.

Significantly, m-cmhy is trying to
find a lawyer of the Jewish faith to re-

&

place Cohn. He considers this important 2

in order to offset the charge that he is

owever, did not exact
Meurrhy to refute this charge.
McCarthy and Cohn at the Carrol Arms
H hingts

League, was greeted with this salutation
from Cohn:
_“How are all the — — Jews in New

ine,” replied Forster. “I had dinner
with your father last night."

0
Veep's Comeback
One of the grand old men of American
Dﬂlhlm. Alben “The Veep® Barkley, is
to announce this week that he
Mll stage a comeback to Washington.
Barkley, now 76 years old, but sprier
than most men of 40, has been speaking
all over Kentucky and will soon announce

’s

help eastern

for the Senate seat he vacated when
clected vice president in 1048,
Political dopesters predict that he is
certain to win. Kentucky has come to love
Alben as it does bourbon and race horses:
so that almost no Republican candida
could stop him, not even one as able s
bt T overas of Kestueky
‘ooper, a ernor of Kent
and once before eleg:d to the Senate,
one of the most popular Republicans in
state traditionally Demnmuc It is

a
said that if Cooper had been born 50 ¢pe

miles farther

wulhvln.rlhnlbﬂnm
posing him would stage a rump revolt.

Meanwhile, Lyndon has been !

ing mﬂgr to !llllur‘ mg-'n'd':
Ttlll such it X
Shivercrats. If he antagonizes them he
fears he'll arouse opposition for re-elec:

tion.
This caused the Louisville Courier
.Ywml one of the leading Democratic w

e nation. to ask Johnson ed
«orl-lly md his assistant, Sen. clgmnnla
of Kentucky, which was most important—
Democratic Party or Texas opposi
tion to Johnson. The main object of m
wmm.m Imllnhip in the Seme. the
be
to conduct t.he Dmnmlic Party !or the
b-nm of Lyndon Johnson, not for the
it of the nation,

lncemon Advice
It may be denled, but the Presdents

e =




