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Stitfer Sentences Will Deter Crime

UDGE J. C. RUDISILL has made no

public statements on the question,
but from the sentences he has handed
down in Superior Court here this week,
we gather that he thinks the hand of
justice has been touching lawbreakers
too lightly.

And with that opinion, we fully agree.
Superior Court judges have tended to be
overly lenient in meting out punishment,
especially in crimes committed by Ne-
groes against other Negroes. It is not at
all unusual to find sentences of two-to-
three years for Negro murderers.

Judge Rudisill cracked down Wednes-
day on a white man, Alvin Massie Grif-
fin, charged with two counts of armed
robbery. Griffin had hidden in a parked
automobile, and then forced two women
at gun point to drive him to an isolated
spot near Highway 49 where he robbed

them of their purses and watches. He
had asked one of the women to get in
the rear seat with him, but was fright-
ened away by an approaching automo-
bile.

Massie got 22 to 30 years on one
charge, and 15 to 20 on the other, the
sentences to run consecutively for a
total of 37 to 50 years.

Yesterday, Willie J. Twitty, charged
with fatally shooting Ben Shannon, was
sentenced to 27 to 30 years. Van Pitt.
man, charged with killing his wife, also
got 27 to 30 years.

In passing sentence on Massie, Judge
Rudisill said

“When it gets so two women can't 30
to the grocery store without being held

up at gunpoint, it is time for the courts to
take drastic action.”

We couldn’t have said it better.

The ‘Weekly' Will Still Be Around

N THE FIELD of journalism, the

Cuarer Hiu WEEKLY has been some-
thing pretty special, if not unique.

It is one of the few remaining per.
sonal mnewspapers, reflecting from the
front page to the back the whims, the
fastes, the philosophy and the total per-
sonality of the editor.

And the main reason it is such an
interesting newspaper is that the editor,
Louis Graves, is a very interesting gent.
Affable, good-humored, shrewd, Louis
Graves writes with warmth and sincerity,
no matter whether he's reporting on the
first dogwood in bloom on the campus,
or arguing national and international
questions on the editorial page.

Graves has been more than a part of
the Chapel Hill scene; indeed, h» helped
measurably through the years to create
that free, easy and friendly informality
that is so integral a factor in Chapel
Hill's charm.

When the news came out today that
Louis Graves had sold his newspaper,
our immediate reaction was one of in-

credulity with a touch of resentment.
“He just can't do that to us,” we thought.

And then, as the story came out sen-
tence by sentence, everything was all
right. A new company headed by George
Watts Hill of Durham, and including
many persons who have had close asso-
ciations with Chapel Hill, was formed to
make the purchase. And Mr. Hill said
his main purpose is “to do the best we
can to preserve the distinctive quality
of the paper.”

Louis Graves is one of the stockhold-
ers. He will also continue contributing
to the newspaper. Other WerkLy per-
sonnel in news and business offices will
be retained. We were mollified.

‘To the new owner, then, who has distin:
guished himself as a businessman, good
citizen, and great friend of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, a welcome to,
the North Carolina newspaper business.

And to Louis Graves, our thanks
that he placed the WeekLy in such good
hands.

Move To Oust Chavez Ill-Considered

HE PROPOSAL to unseat Sen. Den-
& nis Chavez of New Mexico met the
fate it deserved. It failed. It should never
have been attempted in the first place.

The subcommittee which investigated
the 1952 New Mexico election did not
charge Chavez with fraud. It did not
accuse him of violating any law. It did
not, say he was guilty of improper con-
duct. It did not hold him responsible
for any of the election irregularities.

The subcommittee report cited “fla-
grant” irregularities in the New Mexico
‘balloting—fraud, nonsecret voting, loose
registration, illegal assistance in marke
ing ballots, intimidation of illiterate and
handicappea voters, illegal voting by
aliens. The subcommittee report said
that 6,000 voters (the margin of Chavez’
victory over Patrick Hurley) “might well
be disqualified.”

Yet the subcommittee did not prove
that Chavez benefited any more from
the irregularities than did Hurley. And
with no improper actions on the sena-
tor's part and no proof that he was the
chief beneficiary of irregularities, it
would have been unfair and unjust to
oust him from his Senate seat.

From The Giles County (Va.) Virginian

That does mot mean, however, that
the U. 8. Congress should not take note
of New Mexico's incredibly bad elec-
tion system. Indeed, Congress might well
put the state on notice that it will not
recognize future elections unless tighter
laws are drawn and enforced. Perhaps a
strongly-worded warning would impel
that state to do what it should have
done long ago and clean up its election
machinery.

Going Up

HE New York Times, last Sunday,

reported that the recent hydrogen
bomb blast was an estimated 250 times
as powerful as the atomic bomb exploded
over Hiroshima,

The Alsop Brothers, Joseph & Stewart,
write that the H-bomb was some 500
times as powerful as the Hiroshima A-
bomb

This week the Associated Press said
that the power of the H-bomb blast “has
been estimated as between 600 and 700
times greater than that at Hiroshima.

Who'll make it a thousand?

IT COULD HAPPEN TO ANYONE

WE KNEW just how it happened.
! Every day, day in, day out, week
after week, month after month, for more
than a year this man parked his car in
front of the drug store to get his mail.
He parked in the morning to get the
morning mail. He parked in the after.
noon to get the afternoon mail. Each
time he parked he fumbled in his pocket
for pennies for the parking meter, Some-
times he had no pennies and he used
a nickel for the moment it took him to
get the mail. Sometimes he had no pen-
nies and no nickels. Then he left the
red flag on the meter up and went to
get his mail.

But always when he came back there
was a ticket for overparking. The ma-
chine could not be beat. So it was that
the pennies, the nickels, the tickets day
after day, week after week, month after
month, wore away at the man's sanity,
‘Then one day when he could take it no
longer, he just lifted the parking meter
up, iron post and all, and put it in his
«car. He took the thing to the Ripplemead
bridge and tossed it into New River.
Then he went back to park his car and
get his mail. At Jast there was no fum-
bling in his pockets for a coin. No pen-
nies, no nickels, no tickets. The deadly
routine was over. Man had conquered the
machine.

But of course, the man underestimated
the Pearisburg police force. Indeed, the
police had not seen him dump the park-
ing meter in New River. But as the
police watched his car each morning
and afternoon parked free where once
was the meter, the police became suspi-
cious. They followed him one afternoon

t

to the Ripplemead bridge There they
watched him laugh and throw pennies
and nickels into the river apparently at
an object. They dragged the river, found
the meter, and arrested the poor man.

But when the case came to court, the
man was [reed and the court gave the
man a bag of nickels and pennies. Said
the sympathetic judge: “It could happen
to anyone.”

Well, that was the romantic story we
thought we might be able to write about
the stolen Pearisburg parking meter. But
alas, in Trial Justice court this week
there was no romance and no imanma-
tion to the story. The meter was stolen
by a couplé of boys and all they wanted
was the money in it. One boy was a
juvenile and the other was Roscoe Tay-
lor Jr. The case was sent to the grand
jury.

It has been said that a wise man
doesn't put all his eggs into one basket.
He is wise, too, not to pour out his vital
secrets into even one ear—SAVANNAH
MorniNG News.

The last survivor of the Union army,
who is 107, said he expected to be
around three or four years more. His
recipe for longevity, we suppose, is just
on living — New Onueans

StaTES.

The wedding ring on a woman's finger
is a symbol to the woman of her hus-
band. And when she twists it round her
finger, it is still a symbol of her hus-
band.—Kivcsporr (Texy.) Tives,

Cartels And
Reds Attack

Schuman Plan

BY MARQUIS CHILDS

LUXEMBOURG

Iv THIS picturesque city of the
old Europe an experiment is
#oing forward that represents one
stage on the path toward a new

Europe, The ' six  countries of
Western Europe — France, Ger-
many, Belgium, Italy, Holland

and Luxembourg—have delegated
authority over the most ime
portant segment of their economy,

of the Schuman

There has been much confusion,
some of it deliberately inspired
by powerful and deeply ens
trenched interests opposed to the
plan, as to what Luropean
coal and steel community was in-
tended by its originators to
achieve. Too often it is taken for
granted that the community is
merely another extranational
method for enforcing the old
cartel agreements that have kept
production low and prices high
Wwithin the tariff walls surrounding
each separate country,

TO FREE ECONOMY

Actually, the goal of those who
brought the community into be-
ing, and who now largely direct
it, Is just the opposite. They want
to free the economy of 160 mil-
lion people from controls, lower
production costs, and thereby re-
duce prices so that the average
citizen can have a much higher
standard of living.

What Americans sometimes fail
to realize is that Europe never
had anything like a free-enter-
prise system in the dynamic
sense of a competitive economy
producing more and more goods
at lower and lower prices. So
far as the individual consumer
went, competition was virtually
nonexistent. Cartel agreements
and tariffs protected inefficient
producers so that prices in the
home market tended to be fixed
at a level putting the consumer
at the greatest possible disadvan-
tage. Government subsidies helped
the national competitor in his
race to beat out his competitors
in the foreign field

These arrangements, so con-
venient to the producer, were en-
trenched in politics, particularly
of Germany and France. The pow-
er of the Ruhr industrialists in
Germany and the Schneider-
Creussot group in France was in
many respects pre-eminent, They
made and broke governments,
and anyone who tried to interfere
with their controls was likély to
be swept aside. Inevitably, of
course, this extended into the ar-
maments industry, becoming part
of the nationalistic competition
that helped to bring on the era
of war in the first half of this
century,

The same forces and the same
rivalries are beginning to rise
again, If they are not contained
and canalized in the direction of
a healthy economy, then the old
cycle will begin again. That is
exactly what the Russians are
counting on, a repetition of the
nationalistic struggle between the
Western powers, with communism
faking over after the competitors
have all but destroyed them-
selves. That is why, for many,
the experiment of the coal and
steel community is the last best
hope of Europe, caught between
the tragedy of the past and a fu-
ture that is at the same time
promising and menacing.

This reporter has talked with
Jean Monnet, president of the
High Authorily, and with others
of the nine members of that exee-
utive body, as well as with many
of the staff. These men have a
realistic understanding of the ob-
stacles still ahead as the old
forces reassert their power, but
they are confident, too, that they
have made progress since this
new instrument of a united Eu-
rope first began its work here in
August, 1952,

TARIFFS GOING DOWN

In a series of steps begun a
year ago, a common market has
been established, with tariff bar-
riers between the six countries
taken down. Coal and steel can
now move freely from one
country to the other, with only
three or four minor reservations
covering special conditions in Bel-
gium and Maly, and these for a
limited term.

This means more competition,
and eventually it should mean
lower prices. It means the end
of penalties and quotas applied
against buyers of another coun-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

THUSE who participated in

Carthy - Cohn call upon elder states-
man Bernard Baruch aren't talking about

what happened, and are likely
denials, However, what Sen.

seen—the same pressure that
Brown Shirts applied before he
power.

Sen. McCarthy went to call on the dis-
tinguished 83-yearold adviser to presi-
dents at the Drake Hotel in New York.
Baruch has been spending most of the
winter at his farm in South Carolina and
had not opened his New York apartment.
With McCarthy went Roy Cohn

George Sokolsky, who arranged
interview.

According to Baruch's fries
reason for McCarthy's visit was
ogize for slurs he had cast on

College of New York, Baruch's alma
mater, which McCarthy implied special-

ized in graduating Communists.

MeCarthy
did was to apply the first thinly veiled
anti-Semitic pressure this country has

ERE L 5
DI96E THE waRIHINETEA PO Lo

I'm Tired’

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief, The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Compare Cost Of Art,
Crafts And The 3 R's

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
HE ARTICLES by Mr. Agniel
on the schools were interesting
Anything The News can do to
keep us alert o bettering our
schools both in the state and in
Mecklenburg County is greatly ap-

preciated by parents.

However, 1 should like to see
figures comparing amounts spent
on say arts and crafts as to
amounts spent on reading and
arithmetie, ete. right here in
Charlotte. Facts and figures tell
a better story than hints and
“they says” to me!

—MRS. §. J. SOLDATL

More Than One
'DUMMKOPF

Hamer, §. C.
Editors, The News:
RE: the AP story out of Great
Falls, Mont., the other day,
there seems to be more than one
“DUMMKOPF.”

Kri e gsgefangenenentschaedi-
gungsgestz is really spelled:
Kriegs g efangenenentschaedi-
gungsgesetz

Mrs. Shanks and the copy
reader could have plainly seen
that the “e” was missing in
“gesetz.”

No hard feelings, just wanted
1o keep the record straight.

~PEDRO

Ritch’s Chickens
Haven't Hatched Yet

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
MERCEE Blankenship in an-
nouncing his
of Marvin Ritch as candidate for
i has ad-

of others will do

“'thousands
tikewise. This however has all
the aspects of counting chickens
before they are hatched.
Doubtless some eligible voters
will support Mr. Ritch—most any

political candidate from dog
catcher up can garner a few
votes—but to account them in
term of ‘“thousands” prior to
balloting is pure speculative ex-
aggeration.

Insinuating that Mr. Ritch has
been the object of unfair criticism,
Mr. Blankenship calls upon the

editorial pundits of The News to
desist in the interest of ‘‘fair
play”. But in this connection
Blankenship indicates a rather
peculiar and lop-sided concept of
the term and its application.

Mr. Blankenship. for example,
thinks it is perfectly “fair” if he
chooses sides in favor of Mr.
Ritch, but considers it something
else if The News' editor exercises
the same freedom of choice con-
trarily. The conundrum is made
ne less confusing by the admis-
sion that if his particular fave-
rite fails to gain the nomination,
he will seek to join the Sedberry
camp, In other words, if you can't
beat 'em, jine ‘em. Mr. Blanken-
ship apparently overlooks the
possibility that there might be no
seat available on the Sedberry
bandwagon should it lead the

1ac
—A. W. BLACK

Megalomaniacal Crane
Should Be Derricked

Charlotte
Fditors, The News:
THE megalomaniacal rumbling
of Dr. George W. Crane has
long disgraced the feature page
of The Charlotte News.

He concocts a daily witches'
brew of misinformation, old
wives' tales, inflammatory pre-
Judice, and incredible ignorance,

But he was at a new low,
even for him, March 24 when
he blandly labeled drinking “an
effete European custom” and
called, on Americans to “quit
imitating decadent Europe’s pa-
gan drinking habits."

Ask any GI. who served in
the ETO to compare the num-
ber of drunken soldiers (pris-
tine Americans) with drunken
European civilians. .Our young
men showed the ‘“effete and
decadent” Europeans how to tie
one on.

Dr. Crane's column is an in-
sult to the intelligence of Char-
Jotte News readers. I say let's
derrick Crane.

~J. L. FINKLER

It's Big Boys Who
Get The Tox Relief

Lancaster, 8. C,

Editors, The News:
'OULD like to say a few words
your paper in regard

in to
the big argument over the tax

«question in our government. Why
all the fuss? Just cut off all taxes
from the big man and corpora-
tions and put it all on the little
man and small business. Just
killed a bill to reduce the low
income man's taxes and now it
looks like a sure thing to pass
another bill in favor of the big
man and big business.

We very small men of the low
bracket class are taxed beyond
our limit and many a great na-
tion has fallen unaer over taxa-
ticn, even as far back as Bible
history goes.

—H. A, McRAE

News Aided Artists
Re O'Hara's Visit

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

I WISH to thank you for your
generosity in covering the
water color classes which were
held here last week at the Mint

Museum, by Mr. Eliot 0'Hara.
Those of us who have had the
cpportunity to study with Mr.
O'Hara before, realized what an
outstanding teacher he is an
wished as many persons as pos-
sible to learn of his coming to
Charlotte. You gave us the much
needed assistance to make this
past week one of the most inspir-
ing, not only for Mr. O'Hara, but
for those who attended the class-
es. Many came daily from sur-
rounding towns, as far away as
kan}"aslcr‘ 8. C., and Statesville,

_ MISS MURIEL E. MORRISON
Pres. Guild of
Charlotte Artists

Helped Taxpayers And
The Tax Collectors

Charlotte

Editors, The News
N BEHALF of the Internal
Revenue Service I would like
to express my sincere apprecia-
tion for the cooperation on your
part in giving to the public val-
uable information pertaining to
filing of their 1953 income tax re-

turns.

Again this year as in the past
we have endeavored to render
ur best service to the taxpaying
public and you have mot only
rendered a great service to the
Internal Revenue Service but also
to the general public.

GILBERT SMITH
Acting Group Supervisor

If H-Bombs
Fall ‘Cities
Are Finished’

BY THE ALSOPS

WASHINGTON

N VIEW OF the news from

the Pacific, where a hydrogen
homb with at least 500 times the
power of the bomb dropped on Hi-
roshima has been tested, § recent
decision by the National Security
Council is worth reporting. This
decision calls for the evacuation
of all major American target
clties, in case of enemy air at.
tack, ance an effective early warn-
ing system has been established.

1t is an astonishing idea, if you
think about it = all of America's
great cities lying naked and emp-
ty of people. Yet as explained by
its real author, Civil Defense Ad-
ministrator Val Petersen, former
Governor of Nebraska, the idea
makes sense — or at least as
much sense as anything makes in
this strange age.

“The ecities are finished,” Pet.
ersen says (latly, The [irst hydro-
&en bomb, with less than half the
power of the bomb just tested,
caused an entire large island to
disappear. A bomb which can
blow an island out of the water
can blow any city off the map.
Indeed, the hydrogen bomb is in
a sense a gilding of the lily — a
modern large atomic bomb will
destroy any but a handful of huge
cities,

31 MILLION CASUALTIES

In this situation, “'duck
when you hear a bang" kind of
civil defense is wors> than use-
less. Peterson caused a study to
be made of the results of a suc-
cessful attack with modern nu.
clear weapons on the 67 major
population centers in this country,
assuming this kind of eivil de-
fense. The results were conserva.
tively estimated at 22 million hos.
pital cases and nine million peo-
ple killed outright.

“Just as a practical matter,”
Petersen asked, “how in hell are
you going to bury mine mil.
lion corpses?” The answer is that
this kind of mass slaughter sim.
ply cannot be permitted to hap.
pen. Short of a total defense in
the air — which no informed man
believes possible — there is only
one way Lo prevent it. This is to
get the people out of the cities
before the bombs fall.

This is only possible, of course,
if there is a long warning time —
Petersen puls the minimum, for
most cities, at two hours. (For
geographical and other rea-
sons, three cities, San Francis-
o, New Orleans, and New York,
need mueh more time than that.)
Modern radar and other tech.
niques make reliable early warn.
ing possible. Petersen has been
promised by the NSC that he will
heve his minimum of two hours
warning within a year to 13
months. Then “pre-attack evac.
uation” will officially become na-
tional policy.

As Petersen points out, a rea-
sonably healthy person can cover

miles in 2 hours on his feet,
particularly if incineration acts
as an incentive. And successful
evacuation would at least save
the nation's most valuable asset
— its inhabitants. The trouble is
that evacuation requires not only
the most elaborate and careful
prior planning, but also the dis-
ciplined cooperation of literally
tens of millions of people. And
most people do not give a tinker's
dam about civil defense

An extraordinary number of
people, Petersen has discovered,
harbor remarkable illusions about
the basic facts of their situation.
For one thing, “people don't he-
‘lieve it could ever really hap-
pen.”” Polls conducted by the Civ-
il Defense Administration show
that fully three-quarters of the
population believes that air de-
fense can stop all enemy bomb-
ers, or at least prevent heavy
damage — which is, alas, wholly

untrue.
SOME SALES JOB

“When you are selling in a mar-

ket where 7 people out of 10 don't
think it can happen,” Peterson
iig’l, “you've got a helluva sales
b,
Many people, often the very
same people who don't think it
could happen, also think that there
is nothing that can be done about
it. Episodes like that involving the
Japanese fishermen injured by ra-
diation 80 miles from the hydro-
gen bomb test induce this fatal.
ism, So do much exaggerated ac-
counts of the damage range of
bombs.

Actually, a person 10 miles from
the explosion even of the monster
hydrogen bomb recently tested
w_m;lf have a good chance of sur-
Vivi

McCarthy Asked Baruch For Help
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ence with the:National Broadcasting Co.
Broadcasting System to
give MeCarthy time to answer Adlai
Stevenson. Furthermore,
ed Baruch to use religious pressure,
Friends of Baruch say that during the
MeCarthy call, the senator made the point
that he was certainly mot anti-Semitic,
as evidenced by the fact that his chief
counsel, Cohn, was Jewish, together with
his ex-staff member. David Schine. But
he pointed out that some of his followers
might be anti-Semitie, and it might be
difficult to restrain them from criticizing
the two big networks, whose executives
are Jewish, for refusing him time.
Chairman of CBS is William Paley.
Head of NBC, through the Radio Corpora-
tion of America, is David Sarnoff, Both
are distinguished Americans who have
made generous contributions
country in war and peace, and both are of

McCarthy's veiled threat was discreet:
1y, politely put, but was nonetheless un-
3 mistakable. Baruch made no comment and

The real reason for the visit, how-
ever, appeared to be to persuade Baruch,
as an elder statesman, to use his influ-

It
McCarthy want-  ficial

Republican Proposal

was purposely omitted from the of-
findings, but the Senate elections
subcommittee stumbled across a juicy
Republican scandal in its search for Dem-
ocratic scandals in New Mexico, What
happened was that Republican leaders
tried to get $100,000 from GOP candidate
Patrick J. Hurley. In brief, they tried
to sell the GOP momination as senator tha
{I:m New Mexico for $100,000 cash on the
e.

Though the investigators were under
orders to dig up dirt against Democratic
Sen. Dennis Chavez, they filed one confi-

swore

The report then quotes Hurley's own
signed affidavit, given to !cm:e’ inves-
U e

“Fry loxey broke in abrupily apd
stated that they desired a p|ef;.'m
me to pay $100,000 in return for which
1 would get the endorsement of the ade
ministration for the Republican nomina-
tion for United States senator.” Hurley
in his affidavit. “Mr. Moxey said
t 850000 of the amount should be
paid immediately and another $50,000
after I had received the nomination, He
stated also that he thought the nomina-
tion under the ci
described would assure election. as tne
R‘enubl!cu Party would support

ircumstances, which he

0 me
the campaign until elecied.”

more

to their port states,

proached by

tax commissior

dential report that was considerably
to the

¥As far back as Nov. 21, 1051," the re-
“(Pat)
Harry Robins, Republican
chairman of the state central committee,
Gov. Edwin Mechem and Fred Moxey,

ner,
in a meeting at the
no commitments. Shortly after the inter- 128,
view he went back to South Carolina and
has not been available for comment sinces

Santa Fe, New Mexico, in
to certain monetary advances from the
contestant (Hurley).”

Hurley was ap-

and perhaps others,
LaFonda Hotel, room
regard

Hurley €:,. No

Hurley indignantly rejected the pro-
posal on the grounds that he “would be
violating every corrupt practice law of
both the state of New Mexico and the
United States” and also “would be guilty
of such illegal conduct that would bar
him from bein;

States Senate, if elected.”

g seated in the United




