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Making Mud Pies Is

RITISH writer Aldous Huxley made
what seemed to be a rather sweeping
statement when he charged that educa:
tion “seems on the face of it radically
absurd” in a Duke University speech this

week: -
But was it a sweeping statement
Huxley was mot defending older

methods of education. Indeed. he stressed
that they “could do nothing better for
my body than Swedish drill and compul-
sory football, nothing better for my char.
acter than prizes, punishments, sermons
and pep talks, and nothing better for my
soul than hymns before bed time and
after breakfast.”

As a result, he is functioning “at only
a fraction” of his potential. “How grate-
ful I should feel if someone had taught
me to be, say, 30 per cent efficient in-
stead of 15 or 20 per cent.”

Huxley says t! the biggest flaw in
modern, progressive education is that
disciples of John Dewey, in their zealous
application of the theory that a child
Jearns by “doing”, have not stopped to
analyze the “doing”,

“So far as they are concerned, doing
is doing; there is nothing to choose be-
tween one kind of doing and another . . .
(Dewey’s followers) plunge headlong and
with unquestioning enthusiasm into their
mud pies.”

Huxley proposed a 10 to 15-year pro-
gram of “intensive, extensive and long-
drawn research” to find out how to in-
corporate “a decent education in the
non-verbal humanities into the current
curriculum” of primary and secondary
schools and colleges.

A Beginning . . . And

IT WAS a rather grim coincidence that
a bright, interesting brochure telling
of RCA's new atomic battery came across
the desk at the same time the chilling
reports on the Pacific thermonuclear test
arrived.

RCA's tiny battery is the first suc-
cessful effort to generate usable quanti-
ties of electricity directly from a radio-
active source, thus by-passing the rela-
tively inefficient process of heating wa-
ter to make steam and using the steam
to drive a generator.

The battery, then, is just a beginning.
In the tapping of radioactivity to make
electricity, RCA's scientists are about
‘where Faraday was when he first pro-
«duced current 120 years ago by rotating
a copper disk between the ends of a mag-
net—the same basic principle of the
glant turbogenerators at Niagara and
Hoover Dam.

The battery produces only one-mil-
lionth of a watt. (The average house
lamp consumes 60 watts.) Yet it was
enough to activate an equally tiny tran-
sistor which, in turn, powered a radio
headset. By using a regular telegraph
key, RCA's David Sarnoff was able to
tap out a message that was audible 20

Fun, But ...

A new bulletin, “Sclence for the Ele-
mentary School.” just published by the
N. C. Department of Education, indicates
that such research would be profitable
in this state. Of all the subjects taught
in the elemen: schoals, science offers
the giddiest prospect to the “learn by
doing” educators. Says the book:

(The child's) innate “doing" tendency is
an advantage in science, For science study,
says Blough and Huggett, should be large-
ly a “doing” experience . . . It is im-
portant to recognize the child's “doing”
tendency and for the teacher and children
to plan a “doing program”, In “learning
by doing” the child takes part in many
activities”

It is just barely possible that the eles
mentary teacher in North Carolina might
be able to do a better job in teaching
science if, somewhere along the way, he
or she were given credit for a college
course fn science. Yet the certification
requirements, so strongly defended by
state authorities, do not include science.
The teacher is left largely to her own
imagination, the ideas of the children,
and the tortured instructions of this
clumsy little pamphlet to learn not only
how to teach science, but what to teach.

“Learning by doing” is, of course, an
important philosophical concept of mod-
ern education. We wonder, however, if
the time has not come to go beyond
Huxley's suggestion that the various
kinds of “doing” be subjected to close
analysis and re-examine the current
mania for teaching teachers how to teach
at the expense of teaching them what to
teach.

AnEnd

feet away from the headset. This was
the message:

“Atoms for peace. Man is still the great-
est miracle and the greatest problem on
this earth.”

Though the words were tapped out on
Jan. 26 of this year, there was an omi-
nous prophecy in them. Five weeks and
one day later, the Atomic Fnergy Come
mission set off a hydrogen bomb in the
Marshall Islands. It showered radioactive
ashes on Japanese fishermen well beyond
the test area, shook buildings on Kwaja-
lein Island, 176 miles from the explo-
sion, sent a mushroom cloud soaring 28
miles into the sky as it generated force
estimated at 500 times that of the Hiro
shima atom bomb—force great enough
to destroy completely everything within
a circle 12 miles in diameter.

Man—the greatest miracle, and the
greatest problem on this earth, just be-
ginning to tap the secret of the universe
for useful, peaceful purposes, but so
expert at developing its destructive po-
tential that he threatens to end his so-
ciéty at the beginning of its most prom-
ising era.

Surely, in all history, there is no more
striking illustration of the great paradox
of man's nature.

Never, Never Mention Motes

\HE Suburban Farmer, but recently a
‘& Yankee, slapped his knee. “Motes!”,
he guffawed at his wife. “So this fellow
told you the lawn needs motes, did he?
Honey, you have to learn how to under-
stand this southern accent. There are
motes in eyes and moats around castles.
But on lawns? Hoho-ho. Mairzy motes
and dozey motes. Wait 'til 1 tell the fel-
lows.”

“Well, I must have misunderstood,”
said The Wife. “Maybe he said ‘mulch’.
You'll have to admit, smartie, that
*motes’ and ‘mulch’ sound alike, particu-
larly when drawled through a piece of
Apple Sun-Cured.”

They agreed it must have been
*“mulch” and enjoyed the joke on The
Wife. Then they recounted the story to
the native Mecklenburg meighbors and
found out, at the Suburban Farmer's
expense, that motes did indeed exist, not
only in eyes, but around cotton waste
mills, and on lawns. From that point on
the main topic, at the dinner table and
when neighbors converged. was motes,
The advice about what to do with them—
and there was plenty of it—conflicted.

“There's nothing like motes to condi-
tion your soil, but you've got to work
them into the soil,” said the sced sales-
man.

“You don’t have to work them in. just
geatter them around—like this,” demon-
strated the dirt mover.

“T prefer rotted old saw dust, myself,”
said the Jawn contractor.

“I got mine on so thick the lawn looks
like a snowbank,” said a neighbor.

And the pamphlet by John Harris, the
fellow who writes about lawns from State
College, was strangely silent on the sub-
ject. Obviously, he was too shrewd to get
fnvolved in the motes controversy.

At a late evening lawn strategy con-
ference the decision was reached. Motes
be purchased. They would be
up at the mill, to save delivery
‘And they would be worked into the

!

15

soil, insofar as the hardening red clay
permitted it.

At the mill next morning, the watch-
man, voice rasping from too many hours
in the dusty motes bin, pointed out
where they were, took his fee, then
backed off, cackling. Half an hour later
several sacks and boxes, two vehicles
and the Suburban Farmer and his
helper were covered with motes. The
helper was nursing a wrist bruised by a
runaway windlass on the bin door.

The motes were taken home, scattered.
But the refractory red clay absolutely
refused to mingle with motes.

The discouraged Suburban Farmer
seeded the lawn, started to scatter
the unruly motes on top of the soil.
Then the rains came. The Suburban
Farmer couldn't get onto his wet soil
and finish the job.

So now the garage. the washtub, the
vacuum cleaner, the driveway are full
of motes. Out on the lawn, a few tufts
of the stuff—it didn't all wash away—
wave defiantly,

And the Suburban Farmer believes
more than ever that John Harris was
right. Don’t mention motes :

The Atlanta Journal, as if it didn't
know better, said that Georgia peaches
are of higher quality than those grown
in South Carolina. A wildly incorrect
statement like that could set journalism
back half a century. — CHARLESTON
(8. C.) EveNivg Post.

A man may let his wife go to church
“for both of us,” but usually he prefers
to do his own golfing and fishing—
OmEcA (GA.) News.

“As men dig into the earth” a filler
item informs us, “they discover that
temperatures rise about one degree for
every 60 to 70 feet of the depth of the
excavation.” Sure that all that digging
just doesn’t make them think it's warm-
er?—NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN.
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People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication In the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Thinks McCarthy
Doing Great Job

Washington
Editors, The News:
EVER\' paper we pick up is
full of accounts of Red jack-
asses kicking and braying at Me-
Carthy.

I have talked with people
from Asheville to Wilmington,
from there to Baltimore, and
the majority of the people think
MeCarthy is doing a great job.
People think McCarthy should
have more power to force the
red-hellied commies to talk,

When the Red seum try to
hide behind U. S. laws which
they are trying to overthrow and
destroy, that should be prima
facie ¢vidence of their guilt, and
they should be punished accord-
ingly.

~W. E. COVINGTON

Plaza Road Plan
Hotly Criticized

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
LTHOUGH the following is my
own personal opinion, 1 feel
confident that each and every
property owner on Plaza Road
is in agreement with me and will
endorse this letter in it's entirety.

1 have on file a letter from
John D. Shaw, city attorney, in
which he uses the statutes of 1901
2s his defense weapon in declar-
12 that the City of Charlotte has
owned a 60foot right of way on
Tlaza Road since 1901, implying
that the City owes us nothing for
the additional right of way they
acquired from private property
owners which was necessary for.
fhe widening of this street.

However, Mr. Shaw apparently
dudn't go enough into the
statute. I have information from
the North Carolina attorney gen-
eral that this statute further pro-
vides that the State Highway &
Public Works Commission may
take up to a 60-foot right of way
by paying the property owner
“just compensation”,

1t further states that the County
Commissioners should appoint a
committee who should appraise
the property and assess the dam-
s; further, that the
owners shall be notified in writing
prior to the condemnation pro-
ceedings.

Has the City of Charlotte done
eny of this? They most certain-
Iy have not. Instead, they came
through destroying any and ev-
crything that happened to be in
their way. I found a 128-foot see-
tion of hedge that it took me
fifteen years to grow scooped up
and piled in my front yard with-
out my knowledge or permission
where it stayed for 10 weeks be-
fore it was finally moved.

If our surveys and land deeds
o not protect us in this deal,

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

HE House Committee on Un-American
Activities, now pretty well dwarfed

by the gymnastics of a senator from Wis-
consin, is having one of its few fullcom- sometimes sides with Veld
mittee meetings today. One reason for
its infrequent meetings is that Repub-
s as well as Democrats have been
sore at the helterskelter tacties of the
chairman,
Harold Velde, Another is that subcom-
been held in key
areas partly to unearth embarrassing po-
litical ‘information that will influence

lica

committee’s  unpredictable

mittee meetings have

local elections.

Though Velde has toned down his habit
of prenoon drinking which sometimes
made him so difficult as a presiding of-
ficer, Republicans are still sore over the
way he subpoenaed Harry Truman withe
out consulting other committee members.
They feel this balled up the carefully
laid Brownell plan to pin the Harry
ter White matter squarely on Truman.

These are some of the reasons why Re-
publicans in Velde's own congressional
distriet are planning fo run another Re-
publican against him in the Illinois pri-

mary.

Meanwhile, one Republican on Velde's
own committee. GOP Congressman Pat
Kcarney of New York, a former com-

then we may as well toss them
over into the garbage can as use-
less, Also, the Register of Deeds
office should be abolished as it
would be of no longer use.
Recently a notice was published
in the local press notifying the
property owners oi Selwyn Ave.
of the intention of widening this
street. The notice stated that a
Board of Appraisers would be
appointed to appraise the proper-
ty facing Selwyn Ave. How does
Sclwyn Ave. differ from Plaza
Road? Are the property owners
there o be accorded special priv-
ileges? If so, why? Does the City
Council apply the law when,
where, and if they feel like it?
After the blundering way they
handled the Plaza Road deal,
have their sins finally found them
out and they have decided to com-
ply with law on the Selwyn Ave.
project? Remember, we pay the
sume rate of taxes on Plaza
Road as the Selwyn Avenue res
idents.
—W. E. RUCKER

Junior League
Voices Thanks

Editors, The News:

IN approaching the close of our
fiscal year we, the Junior

League Board of Directors, wish

to thank you for the splendid and

generous coverage you have given

our activities and program.

We are most appreciative for
we realize the many requests
made 1o you. The Chatlotte News
and all your staff have graciously
assisted us whenever called upon
and have been most helpful,

Again may we say, thank you
to the Charlotte News.

—MRS. JOHN A. CUNNINGHAM,
President.

Charlotte

Attn: Historians—
Here’s A Request

Richmond, Va.

Editors, The News:
A good many years ago, I laid

aside an editorial from The
Charlotte News about a special
series of stories by Tim Pridgen
on the North Carolina Ship-
building Co. in Wilgington. The
yellowed condition of the clip-
ping speaks of procrastination
on my part.

am a former resident of
Charleston, S. C., my birthplace,
My father, James Dickson Pol-
ley, was born in Wilmington,
N. C,, and I believe the old Pol-
ley home is still standing.

My grandfather, Hiram Nel:
son Polley of Wilmington, owned
and operated a shipyard there
many years ago. He was born
in 1817-137 years ago—so the
N. C. Shipbuilding Co. is not
the first. I may be in error, for

1 am not young, and our family
records were destroyed.

1 faintly recall that the Polley
shipyard had the honor of re-
conditioning the old Moniter
and Merrimac.

My writing you may seem
strange, when the above events
are in the past, but I felt
sliould give Grandfather Polley
this honor, Trust my faint rec-
ords are correct.

Perhaps someone in North
Carolina could find time to look
into this record. I would deeply
appreciate having more concrete
information.

—MRS. RAYMOND
SUMTER BULLOCK
AL

(Note: Any News reader with
information on this topic may
write to Mrs. Bullock at 403 N.
Cleveland St Richmond 21,
Va—Eds,, The News.)

Fights Don’t Merit

National Anthem
Charlotte
Editors, The News:
I have been wondering what is
so patriotic about the fights
on television that they have to
sing the national anthem. Per-
sonally, I don't see anything
about fights and wrestling that
is good. The American people
£0 to see them and spend a lot
of money. They call it sport.

1 don't see any sport con-
nected with it. It is dangerous,
two men beating each other up,
while the crowds whoop it up.
They could get killed and eall
it accidental. 1 would call it
murder. It all Jooks silly to me.
The winner hasn't won anything
worth while.

—PARKS A. YANDLE

Information On

sy
Woodring's Book
Cheraw, 8. C.
Editors, The News:
E have thoroughly enjoyed
reading Mr. Agniel's articles
on the schools in The News last
week, We noticed in his last ar-
ticle that he mentioned a book by
Paul Woodring, “Let’s Talk Sense
About Our Schools.” Would you
please be so kind as to advise me
as to where I could purchase this
book?
We also enjoy Mr. Agniel's daily
“Close-Up" Column.
=MRS. J. LEWIS HILL
PRy

(Note: Woodring's book, “Let's
Talk Sense About Our Schools,”
was published in September, 1953,
by McGraw-Hill Co., 350 W. 42nd
St., New York 3, N, Y. Price
$3.50. It can be purch through
local bookshops. = Eds, The
News.)

Democrats Planning Big
D. C. Celebration In May

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON
DE:MOCRATS will cooperate with
President Eisenhower in his
expressed desire to attract pub-
lic attention to his program. Plans
are underway for a three-day
celebration here May 5, 6 and 7 in
which every aspect of the new ad-
ministration will be thoroughly
covere

The Democratic National Com-
mittee will be in charge May 5 and
& when emphasis will be on the
party's congressional leadership
and record. The committee will
meet and hold a Jefferson-Jack-
son Day dinner at the Mayflower
Hotel and a school of politics.

On May 7, friends of former
President Truman will take over
and give a birthday eve party
for him at the Pan-American Un-
fon to which the general public
will be cordially invited at §5 per
head. Proceeds will go for the
construction of the Truman Me-
morial Library at Grandview, Mo.
TRUMAN TO BE 70

Mr. Truman will be 70 on May
8, a day he expects to spend in
New York with Mrs, Truman and
Margaret. He will be here for the
entire three-day jamboree, as will
Adlai Stevenson, but by tacit con-
sent this Washington fiesta will
belong to the Democrats in Con-
gress

With this in mind, former Dem-
ocratic members of the Senate
and House will take charge of
the Jefferson - Jackson Day din-
ner, Some of the bolder spirits
among them wanted to stage it in
the armory as in the days of their
glory, but since it will still be
$100 a plate, they were persuaded
to settle for the Mayflower. An
impressive dinner can be hel
there for relative few or for many,
while the armory would look rath-
er forlorn if the tickets failed to
sell in any quantity.

A spirit of optimism pervades
Democratic headquarters. They
like the way the problem of Sen.
McCarthy is working out. Despite
their past complaints about his
“20 years of treason” speeches,
they are beginning to feel that
he is helping to unify their peo-

plo with that line, especially in
the South.

May is a little too early for
the last word on the Eisenhower
program, and that will present
some difficulties, The fact is that
Republican leaders in Congrest
are now privately lalking an ad
journment date of Aug. 15, which
indicates their own feeling that
the real log jam will not be
reached until summer,

Democratic travelers are cer-
tain that the farm situation and
its reflection in certain industries
and communities will give the
party plenty to talk about in May.
‘Their principal trouble in the Mid-
west, they report, is a lack of
strong candidates. With apparent:
ly genuine optimism, they are al-
1eady claiming gains in the House
from Nebraska and Iowa, con-
sidered Republican strongholds.

Public power is another subject
that will be amply developed in
the school of politics. Events, of
course, will largely determine the
place the recession will take in
those proceedings.

TWO DIFFERENT TYPES

The decision to hold the May
meetings was taken after a great
deal of prayerful consideration.
Democrats are aware that their
former President and their titular
leader are two quite different cups
o tea and hold the deep loyalties
of factions that do not always
agree. It was decided, however,
that both Truman and Stevenson
«could handle themselves all right,
nor is any fear expressed that
they would be unwilling to let
Congress take the center of the
tage

A major topic at the committee
meeting will be what, if anything,
ought to be done about confer-
ences or conventions preliminary
to the next presidential year. Such
proposals, favored in some quar-
ters, generally run afoul of the
personal ambitions of important
Democrats. This is the more true
since a drive to renominate Adlai
Stevenson in 1956 is candidly un-
derway. Also Stevenson is so nota-
bly articulate he almost neces-
sarily takes the spotlight at any
gathering he attends.

Conservation Pay Faces'
Stiff Tests In Congress

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON
NIORE THAN A third of the
Eisenhower administration's
696 million dollar Agriculture De-
partment budget, which Congress
is getting set to debate, will go
for just two programs — the
only ones under which the depart-
ment makes direct cash payments
to individual farmers without any
material return,

But members of Congress in the
past have said that the intangible
benefits from these payments
were woith the cost. One of the
programs is designed to conserve
the nation’s soil_and water re-
sources. The other is for the U.S.
sugar-producing industry, and un-
der it payments were made last
year in 23 states.

‘This year, the President asked
Congress to appropriate 195 mil-
Lion dollars for the farm conser-
wvation payments program, and
596 million dollars to supplement
the income of sugar-producers. In
the 1953 Agriculture Department
money bill (for fiscal 1954) Con-
gress  appropriated  $211,982,000
for the conservation payments
program and $59,645,000 for pay-
ments under the Sugar Act of 1948
'WHAT N.C. RECEIVED

In the calendar year of 1953,
the government paid out $181,409,-
000 to farmers to help conserve
the soil, improve its fertility
and reduce erosion. Farmers in
North Carolina received $3,926-
000 in federal payments for soil
and water conservation.

Another $31,680,000 in 1953 gov-
ernment payments went to sugar
producers, (none in North Caro-
lina) who met specified conditions,
hased on quantity of production.

When the annual Agriculture
Department money bill comes up
for debate in Congress, it will
carry funds for hoth these pro-
grams. But & controversial item
will be the advance authorization
of payments for the upcoming
1955 crop year. Money for these
payments would be provided in
next year's appropriation bill,

LOOR IT IN

Last year's advance authoriza-
tion of 195 million dollars for the
1954 crop year was the most de-

hated provision of the farm mon-
cy bill. Ex-President Truman had
requested 250 million dollars, but
President Eisenhower sought only
140 million dollars. Congress com-
promised on 195 million dollars,
but not until the issue had been
voted on six times.

This year Congress will focus
on the conservation payments pro-
gram from two directions. The
program is scheduled to expire
Dec. 31, 1954, but President Ei-
senhower has requested its exten.
sion and revision to include funds
for conservation practices on di-
verted acreage. Legislation to ex-
tend the program for two years
and include the diverted acre.
age item is now under considera-
tion.

‘The President also asked Con-
gress on March 17 for an advance
authorization of 250 million dollars

he conservation payments
program in the upcoming 1955
crop year — 55 million dollars of
which would be contingent on ap-
plication of the diverted acreage
plan. And Congress, which found
80 much to question in last year's
195 million dollar authorization,
may find more to debate in this
year's 250 million dollar request.

CAPITAL QUOTES

Warpaint and Scalps — “In this
battle of the agelong war, what
is the part played by the junior
Senator from Wisconsin? He dons
his warpaint. He goes into his
war dance. He emits his war-
whoops. He goes forth to battle
end proudly returns with the
sealp of a pink Army dentist.”"—
Sen. Ralph E. Flanders (R-Vt.)
in a Senate speech March 9.

Hot Lead — “Suddenly incredi.
ble murderous fury struck in the
form of three automatic pistols
blasting away simultaneously
from the far corner of the House
Gallery, wildly spraying hot lead
about the large House chamber
++. It was incredible, impossible;
yet it did happen."—Rep, John
A. Blatnik (D-Minn.) in his March
11 newsletter.

Some Republicans Sore At Velde

A congressman with

the chai

mander of the American Legion, is
thumbs down on Velde and sometimes
votes with the Democrats. However, one
Democrat, Morgan Moulder of Missouri,

a good record,
Moulder persuaded Velde to give a job
to the brother of his good-looking sec.
retary, and apparently feels beholden to
i it. The brother,
George Williams, has a $9,211.28 job with
the committee though out of college only
four years—not bad for a young man of
25. So maybe Congressman Moulder can
be forgiven for being grateful.
Meanwhile, also, Congressman Velde
has one stalf member, Leslie Scott, as-

rman as a resul

state replied:

the executive and Congress, John Foster
Dulles took an opposite stand before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
Asked by Sen. Fulbright of Arkansas
why he didn't do something about the
way MecCarthy was wrecking American
foreign policy abroad, the secretary

“It is not my responsibility as a mem-
ber of the executive branch to get into
a problem which 1 believe is the responsi-
bility of the legislative branch.”

Tax Victory
The Eisenhower tax victory in the
House of Representatives marks not only

signed to checking his own constituents
back in Illinois, with a view to promoting
the congressman’s re-lection. His salary,
paid by the taxpayers, is $6.927.78.

Dex- e Velde committee has spent nearly

in years.

g

one step up on the Republican tax pro
gram but the development of the smooth-
est-worl

Every President tries to develop 3 lob
W

pendency allowance, recalcitrant Repub
licans were promised jobs and campaign
funds if they voted right; were called
traitors to the party if they voted wrong
One of the most effective lobbying weap
on was the old Citizens-For-Eisenhowe:
Committee, now renamed the Committee
To Elect A Republican Congress, which
has been colleeting fat-cat campaign funds
and has threatened to withhold them
from nuncn!:minx Republicans.
t was why even GOP Congressmay

A of Akrot ~3 =
against the $700 dependency allowance
meant defeat, changed his mind and voted
for what he said was defeat.

20 Tough Republicans
g machine Capitol Hill has seen Toughest
P

leaders had was with 20 Republi-
cans who had introduced bills similar }Iﬂ

n. who warned that to vote

job the White House and

$500,000 since the beginning of the 83rd
Congress and when you look over the pay
roll you can understand why,

Double Standard

One day, after the White House staged
a record lobbying drive with the House
of Representatives to pass the President's
tax bill and preserve teamwork between

of late he has
Congress as vi

ying
successfully, some not so
FDR was highly successful;

Truman was not. At
hower maintained a hands-off policy, but

more expertly—than any other recent

successfully.
Harry
first President Eisen-

gone in for

rously — and perhaps four
Mass.
ett,

have lost. Pressure was so heavy

posal fo increase the

dependency incomeax allowance. Had
even half of these 20 stuck to their con
victions, the

Republican tax bill would
ow-

ever, and lobbying so persuasive that onl;
stuck to their guns—M: rr
Saylor, Penn.; Pillion,

rs. Roges
N. Y.; Ben
vote, but

President. nett,
In order to defeat the $700 faxde- was paired for the dependency increase.)




