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Will You Hire An Ex-Prisoner?

P they can't get jobs—if no one will
hire them, they haven't got a chance,
regardless of what we do here”

That was Capt. Boyd Ramsey, super-

fntendent of Prison Camp 1004 just out-
side Charlotte, talking. He was telling
News Reporter Ann Sawyer about the
“repeaters”, the prisoners who keep com-
ing back year after year. Sixty-three per
cent of the prisoners in state camps are
repeaters. Why? The answer Mr. Ramsey
gets, time after time, is this: “I told
them the truth and they wouldn't hire
me."
The fact that many of the prisoners
have no particular training, and spend
their time on the roads instead of learn-
ing a trade, is one reason why they are
not hired. The fact that some of them
have records which indicate they could
not be trusted is another reason. But
there is much truth in what they tell
Superintendent Ramsey when they re-
turn to prison. There are two strikes
against them when they get out. Employ-
ers decide to “play it safe”, hire no per-
sons with crin™Tal records. They don't
get a job, so they return to criminality,
perhaps using refined techniques picked
up from inveterate lawbreakers on the
road gangs.

Fortunately, the job prospects of re-
leased prisoners are mow brighter. This
is so for two reasons. First, under the
direction of Prison Director William F.
Bailey, a program emphasizing rehabili-

tation is being formulated. Secondly, and
of more immediate benefit to prisoners
s00n to be released, these prisoners
have a host of helpful friends in the
Junior Chamber of Commerce, which
recently embarked on a statewide proj-
ect of helping ex-prisoners get jobs.
This is how the program works

Before the inmate leaves prison he
fills out a questionnaire which includes
the question: Would like help in getting
a job? If he says yes, his records are
forwarded to the Jaycee chapter near
his home, and the prisoner is advised to
contact the Jaycees. Some of them don't
bother to talk to the Jaycees. But many
do, and here in Charlotte every prisoner
who has asked the Jaycees for help in

finding a job—and more than 20 made
the request—has been hired. In two
cases the prisoners found jobs on their

own after being interviewed by Jaycees.
In the rest of the cases, the Jaycees got
the jobs for them,

This is the kind of program which gets
at the root of the “repeater” problem.
There are, of course, more ex-prisoners
than there are suitable job openings for
ex-prisoners. Here is where the prisoners
and the Jaycees need the help of em-
ployers in this community who are will-
ing to help repair a damaged life. The
man for ex-prisoners and prospective
employers to contact is Bill Steele at
WBT, who is the state Jaycee director of
this project.

A Loss For The Capital

THE DEATH of "any newspaper any-
where is cause for regret, especially
when it has been vigorous in pursuit of
the mews and outspoken in its editorial
comment.

That was the case with the Wasumve-
ToN Times-HeraLp, Col. Bertie McCor-
mick's voice on the Potomac, which was
purchased last week by the WasHiNGTON
PosT.

The Times-HeraLD was not exactly a
“newspaperman’s newspaper”. It did
things and said things that did not al-
ways fit the ethical standards that most
U. 8. newspapers try to uphold. But the
Times-HeraLd had energy, imagination,
and boldness, and it made interesting
and exciting reading.

In Washington, the TiMES - HeraLp
served an important function. To the
breakfast tables of President, Cabinet
members, congressmen and agency ex-
executives, it brought an editorial view-
point differing sharply from that of the
more liberal Post. And so long as it was
published, that diversity of opinion so
important to the democratic processes
was preserved in the Washington morn-
ing newspaper field.

But like many another American news-
paper beset by constantly rising costs,
the Trves-HeraLp began to lose money.
So Col. McCormick, aging and in poor
health, tossed in the towel.

If there had to be a purchase, we're
glad the Post held the upper hand. It is

an excellent newspaper, with a tradition
of high ethics and a courageous and
forceful news and editorial policy. It has
been operated as a public trust by the
owner, Eugene Meyer, and we are con-
fident that in its columns and features,
it will continue to present viewpoints
that are in direct contradiction to its
own opinions.

Farce Upcoming?

0 THE MILLIONS of Americans who

are thoroughly disgusted at Sen. M-
Carthy's shrill and strident accusations
against the U. S. Army, the suggestion
by Sen. Symington that McCarthy step
aside as a member of the subcommittee
investigating the charges makes a great
deal of sense.

The subcommittee has the unpleasant
assignment of trying to discover who is
telling the truth in the charges and
counter charges between McCarthy and
his arrogant young assistant, Roy Cohn,
on the one hand, and the Army's secre-
tary, Robert Stevens, and chief coun-
sel, John Adams, on the other.

If McCarthy, whose own integrity and
veracity are under scruti s permitted
to sit on the subcommittee, cross-exam-
ine witnesses on both sides, and vote on
the final report, the whole proceeding
may very well be turned into a judicial
farce

A Welcome To New Queens President

HE TRUSTEES of Queens College
A were fortunate indeed in obtaining
Dr. Edwin Ruthven Walker, dean of Rol-
lins College, to succeed the late Dr.
Charleton C. Jernigan as president.

Dr. Walker's own scholastic back-
ground, his wide experience at various
colleges and universities, and his fine
record at Rollins stamp him as a man
of very high attainments, both as a
scholar and as an administrator.

In Queens, he will find an institution
that has made great progress in the past
decade and that promises even greater
progress in the future,

From The St. Louis Globe-Democrat

He will find, further, an institution
that is making of itself an integral part
of the community’s educational and re-
ligious life.

And finally, he will find an institution
that enjoys the strong and enthusiastic
support of many of Charlotte's best cite
izens,

Charlotte will extend him a cordial
and hearty welcome when he comes here
after completing his term at Rollins. And
we are confident that under his direction,
Queens will continue to forge ahead asa
modern and productive center of study
and learning.

THAT FAR-AWAY LOOK

VEN to minerun eyes it should be

easy to see how life can be illumi-
nating to that English housewife who
is reputed to possess vision which clari
fies things that are a blank or a blur
to everyone else. Her supersight, it is
said, can even perceive the four moons
of the planet Jupiter.

One can assume, one supposes, that
the news stories would have said so had
she seen anything especially scandalous
going on up there. For that particular
look-see, then, her high talent was a dud.
Bad eyes would have yielded results fully
as interesting.

But for down-to-earth application, the
extensible orbs should pay off richly in
data contained in the squint-print most
folks never see. For instance, in the
“Mink Coat—$49.95" advertisement, the
“(not including excise tax)” would be
as vivid as the screamer type, with the
result she wouldn't find herself, too
late. $9.95 short and a long way from

ome,

She would likewise be thoroughly
informed at a glance on those little bitty
exception clauses in insurance policies
and Installment contracts, and on the
net weight of tomato cans. She would

r

o

be one of the few, too, to know Intimate.
ly that “pat pending” ordinary mortals
seldom realize Is on their household
gadgets.

One aspect worries one, however. Does
her ocular boardinghouse reach work
close-up at night? Or is she blind as the
rest of us in the inky depths of the bed.
room? If so her genius is a fly-by-night
fizzle. For what profiteth super-vision
on wintry nocturne if it cannot see
when one's feet are out from under the
cover?

The modern auto mechanic and filling
station attendant has found an excellent
substitute for the old-fashioned rag for
wiping grease off their hands. It's the
steering wheel of our car.—GREENVILLE
(8. C.) Preomont,

Western nations who want all-out trade
with the Soviets are sure to “get the
business."—Mempuis  PrESs-ScIMTar

Progress in the toy-making industry
is incredible; all it hasn't perfected is
the unbreakable pargnt. — Sr. Louis
Post-Dispatc.

l

Education
Plan Needs
More Study

(An Editorial From The
Greensboro Daily News.
Aﬂ 5 “know - how" specialists,

curriculum doctors and life
adjusters divorcing North Caro-
lira schools from the basic prin-
cipies of learning?

State Sen. A, Pilston Godwin of
Flizabeth City believes they are.
In a speech to the Elizabeth City
Lions Club Senator Godwin said

“1 do not believe that North
Carolina taxpayers are getting
their money's worth in education;
their tax dollar is being improvi-
dently spent; North Carolina
¢hould demand that its public
school system re-establish funda-
mental standards of public in-
struction and North Carolina chil-
dren should be provided with at
least the fundamental elements of
a liberal arts high school educa-
tion”

Sen. Godwin's contentions (pub-
lished in last Sunday's Daily
News) are backed by a series of
articles in The Charlotte News by
Staff Writer Lucien Agniel. Here
are some of the things “I learned
from eight University of North
Carolina instructors and deans":

(1) One freshman out of every

four fails to pass college mathe-
matics placement examinations;
one out of every three can't satis-
fuctorily complete an English test
ot second year high school level;
meny freshmen cannot read with
cither speed or comprehension
and U. N. C. has set up a “reading
cunic” to help them. “Wa ac:
tually have to teach them to
" said one instructor.
Our high schools put too
much stress on teaching how to
rake a living instead of teaching
our young men and wemen basic
subjects. , ., Here at UN.C. 161
Neith Carolina high schools .ad a
hatd “n turning out the severai
kindreds of students who must
take review work as the result
of poor scores on one or more
placement tests this past fall.”

(3) “Certification drives a lot of
talent away from the teaching
field. It leaves the schools with
too few teachers. And it leaves
them the drones, the people who
never question any constituted au-
thority. 3

“The tests given by selective
service in the colleges showed
conclusively that the students in
the schools of education had less
mental aptitude than those in othe
er fic'ds. I believe hat certifica-
tinn is largely responsible for this,
and hence at least inirectly re-
sponsible for the raading clinic
and the poor scores on basic sub-
Jects by high scheol freshmen.

Vauetions on the comments
are heard everywhare m North
Corolna. Recently Dr. B.*B.
Doughtery, the veneistie dean of
Tar Heel education al Boone,
questioned the policy of promo-
tions :n public schotis — toe
push-tkem-forward-to-gel - thery
cut-of-the-way theotv.

Hos quality of education beey
sacrificed for quan:ity in North
Carolina? Are teachers too much
concerned with the mechanics of
how to teach instead of what to
teach? Have the fundamentals
been sacrificed for the frills?

Frankly we do not know. But
the time has come in North Caro-
lina when somebody or some
agency should find out. The logi-
cal place to begin reviewing the
quality of education in Tar Heel
schools is among the teachers
and educators themselves.

CAPITAL QUOTES

Soothed The Wound—"The Sen-
ate in the unanimous confirma-
tion of Earl Warren as the 1ith
Chief Justice of the U, 8, has in a
measure corrected the injury
done him by the publication of un-
founded rumors against his char-
acter. Perhaps his restraint in suf-
fering the unfair criticism in si-
lence also indicates his ability to
measure up to the highest tradi-
tion of the great office he now
may hold for the rest of his life.”
—Rep. Frazier Reams (I Ohio)
in his March 6 weekly report from
Washington.

Ready To Act— “In 1950 the
ratio of unemployment to employ-
ables was 8.2 per cent; today the
ratio is 5.9 per cent. In 1950 the
policy of the government was to
show no concern unless the num-
ber of unemployed reached five
million; today with unemployment
slightly in excess of 3.5 million the
Eisenhower  Administration is
ready to act should unemploy-
ment continue to increase during
the month of March.” — Rep.
James E. Van Zandt (R Pa) in
his newsletter of Feb. 27.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

An Expression Of Public Opinion

When Avon Laughed, The Show Was Over

By STEWART ALSOP
AVON, Conn.

I718 beter to say at the out-
set that this is going to be a
rather personal report, since it
concerns Avon, Conn., the small
New England town where this re-
porter was born and brought up.
The most stirring event in tl

history of Avon took place a few
days ago in the auditorium of the

‘owpath School,

My father, who was Republican
firet selectman of Aven for 35
veers, for 2 long time atrongly
ap; osed the building of ths Tow-
path Seruol, He sa'e it would enst
{00 much money. Whe) it was
rointed out that the oid school
was a firetrap. my faer replied
that it was a low building, trd in
roase of fire the children would
jump out the windows if they had
any sense,

“Sometimes I ask myself . .

But in the end the new school
was built (at vast expanse to the
taxpayers, as my father had pre-
dicted), Last Thursday night 350
of the town's registered Republi-
can voters, met in the school's
modern auditorium to vote on a
resolution reaffirming support for
Dwight D. Eisenhower, and
sharply repudiating Joseph R. Mc-
Ci

arthy.

As Avon’s Republicans gathered
m the auditorium, there was the
traditional neighborly chat, some-
times disconcertingly frank, after
the New England manner (“Why,
Stewart, 1 just didn't recognize
you—your face sure has fleshed
up.") There was also a certain
tension, unusual in an Avon Re-
publican caucus. The fact is that
when three Republican town com-
mitteemen, Phil Bauer, Bob Aug-
ust, and my brother John Alsop,
drafted the anti-McCarthy resolu-

tion, they didn't know what they
were geiting in for.

It would be too much to say
that Avon became a center of na-
tional attention. But the nation at
least caught a glimpse of Aven
out of the corner of its eye, for
the first time in Avon's long his-
tory—and Avon is not used to
Klieg lights and television cam-
eras. Moreover—incredible as it
may seem in these days of care-
ful political stage-managing—no
cne knew what might happen. My
brother John thought it quite pos
sible that the resolution would be

aten.
ORATORICAL LEAD-OFF

He led off with a masterful
speech, clearly challenging—or so
it seemed to me—Sir Winston
Churchill's clajm to supremacy
in the field of oratory. His theme
was the preamble to the resolu-
tion; "We deplore and vigorous-

what's it all about . . . what's it all about?”

ly denounce Sen. MeCarthy's
methods and, what is more, we
sincerely question his motives
and objectives. We are convinced
that his activities are placing the
Eisenhower program in jeopardy
and damaging the reputation of
the Republican Party. We believe
that Avon's Republicans are in
agreement with us."

My brother was ably seconded
by Bauer and August, and then
it was the turn of the town's lead-
ing McCarthyite, Fiske Ventres
Fiske is a pleasant - mannered
man with an owlish face. Like
John, he once represented Avon
in the State Assembly. He made
a pretty good speech of its kind

His theme was that the Army
brass has been awfully blind to
the Communist menace, and
that only Mc
America "being sold down
river to the Russians.” He spoke
with passionate conviction, ~and
the speech was going over rather
well until Fiske made a fatal mis-
take. “Sen. McCarthy and Presi-
dent nhower,”, he said, “are
working hand in hand."

This remark was greeted with
a roar of good-natured laughter,
as sweet and sane a sound as
this reporter has heard for a long,
long time. That laugh was the
turning point, When Fiske end
ed his speech, there was polite
some more desultory
ssion, and then Avan's Re-
ns voted for the resolu-
to-1.

Does this vote mean anything?
My brother John thinks that it
means a lot. “A while back,”
he says, “McCarthy had a lot of
support in Avon, and now, almost
overnight, this support seems to
have crumbled away."

POLITICIANS BEHIND

Avon is a typical farming-mane
ufacturing-commuting small tows
Perhaps Herbert Brucker, wi
editor of “The Hartford Courant,”
was right when he remarked to
my brother: “It's another case of
the peaple being way ahead of the
politicians.”

At any rate, throughout the eve-
ning of the caucus. I kept think-
ing of my father, who had pre-
sided over so many Republican
caucuses in his 35 years as Avon's
first selectman. My father was a
censervative if there ever was
one He abominated the New
Deal and never could see any
gocd reason for labor unions. But
he also despised sham and cheap
trickery, and he loved the old
unspoken traditions of Avon, and
of America — the tiaditions of
free choice, and friendliness, and
simple, open-hearted tolerance.

For these reasons, before he died
last spring, my father had come to
despise Joe McCarthy and every-
thing he stood for, perhaps the
more bilterly because McCarthy
called himself a Republican. My
father would have disliked the
Kleig lights and the ruckus, but,
if he had been present in the au-
ditorfum of the Towpath School
the other night, 1 think he would
bave been proud of Avon.

News Readers Yoice Views On Function Of Schools

Other School Angles
Need Investigating

Hamlet

Editors. The News:
THANK YOU, thank you for
the series in The News on North
Carolina Education. But don't
stop yet. What about social pro-
motion? Has not the practice of
social promotion betrayed the
schools into an attitude that the
state grinds a child through 12
grades of public school, and hav-
ing done so the state has fulfilled
its obligation? If they are then
unprepared for higher education
or for even creditably filling a
job, it's their own and their

parents’ hard luck.
How does the concept of sacial
promotion affect the student?

Perhaps the professor at the uni-
versity wi idents
a “C complex™ and these

wlo resist efforts to make them
study should invesiigate social
promotion. Why stucy? Everyone
is passed anyway

1 am not opposed to social pro-
motion, In many respects it is
mere desirable than the conven-
tional method of non premotion cf
slow learners. Nn teacher likes to
x%p a child Lack, the parent
Coesu't like to have the child re-
puat a grade, and tre child is em
barrassed. All of this is bad. ile-
tearch shows that the slow learn-
er profits more from promo'ion
thun non-promotion, but that is
not the whole story. The school
has a responsibility toward those

slow learners, The child who reads
poorly is being cheated out of a
good education unless the school
Iakes measures to bring that child
up to normal reading ability.

And 1 don't mean remedial
reading during his freshman year
&t college. That is too late. Reme-
dial reading should start at pri-
mary levels. The same is true of
arithmetic and spelling, and to
less degree in some other sub-

Jects.

And yet the child who is poor
in one subject may be excellent
in others. Then let him travel on
and accomplish as much as he
can in the others. Grade barriers
and promotion and non-promotion
are all parts of a system which
sought to make the child fit the
school organization rather than
the school fit the child.

Better plans have been worked
out. I refer to the primary unit
plan, which allows the child to
make continuous progress at the
speed which is right for him. If
it works in the primary schools,
why wouldn't it work in elemen-
tary and high schools? It will, but
we in North Carolina are a long
woy from that kind ef progress

and safe buildings and
physical properties are import-
ant, yes essential. When the
school population increases, there
must be space to house it, but
when school boards and citizens
talk about school improvement
they always talk in terms of real
estate. What goes on inside those
buildings, what is done with that
precious element “Time” in a

child’s life doesn't get enough at-
tention.
— VIRGINIA G. ROYSTON

Certification Would
Hamper Day School

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
ANY of us at Charlotte Coun-
try Day School have read
with great interest your series of
articles by Lucien Agniel on
ucation. We think you have done
an excellent job of stating the
problems and defining the views
of the progressive versus the
liberal arts type of education.
Charlotte Country Day is an in-
dependent educational institution
subject only to the control of its
trustees who are drawn from the
parent body. It is not subject to
teacher certification and other
similar controls. With this com-
plete freedom to choose, our
school has elected to follow the
liberal arts tradition in its ele-
mentary and junior high school
program. It may be of interest for
us to list the following results of
our practical experience in the
matter,
1. We have found little rela-
tion between teacher certifica-
tion and success as a teacher,
even though we have some excel-
lent teachers who are certified.
Had we been hampered by cer.
tification requirements, however,
we would have been denied the
services of a number of excellent

teachers on our present staff.

2. We feel there is no substitute
for a sound and thorough knowl-
edge of the three R's and such
subjects as geography and his-
tory. All higher learning is de-
pendent upon a mastery of those
basic skills and facts. Had we
centered our curriculum on the
child to the exclusion of the sub-
ject, it would have been impos-
sible for our students to gain ad-
mittance to some of the better
secondary schools in the country.

3. Furthermore, we have found,
as stated by Mr. Woodring in
“Let's Talk Sense About our
Schools,” that a skillful teacher
can develop interest in almost
any subject,

4. We have found that competi-
tion in school life is a stimulat-
ing influence and encourages the
less able as well as the excep-
tional student to give his best. In
order that the competition may
not tend to injure the individual,
our upper school is divided into
two teams which compete on 8
basis of scholarship, athletics and
citizenship. The resulting spirit of
healthy competition is, we are
sure, of the highest value.

In conclusion, we feel that we
could back with experience many
of the other views of the liberal
arts advocates, but we fear that
space does not permit. Once
again, let us offer our congratula
tions on your fine series of ar-

ticles,
~R. E. E. BOOKER
_ Headmaster

While M'Carthy Roars, Reds Gain

T may take months or even years for
.4 the American public to realize it, but
one thing Sen, McCarthy has done to our
current-day thinking is to divert atten-
tion rather disastrously from the prob-
lem of communism abroad.

When the average newsman covering
Washington sits down at his typewriter
every day, he just naturally gravitates
toward writing the most interesting news
of the day, which most of the time re-
volves round the gymnastic gyrations of
the senator from Wisconsin. The same is
true of most editors when they make up
their papers, *

Meanwhile the Communists are win-
ning victories in other parts of the world
which might well put us back to the war
cra when we had to walk for lack of
tires and saved toothpaste tubes for lack
of tin. This time, however, the tin and
rubber areas of Southeast Asia are falling
into the hands of the Reds, not the Jap-
anese.

Here are some of the vital events, re-
ported by diplomatic cables, which af-
fect every American but which Americans
read much less about than they do of Joe
McCarthy:

In Saigon the American Embassy re-
ports a wave of defeatism is spreading
through Indochina. Important native lead-
ers, hitherto on the fence, are jumping
to the Communist side because they want
to be with the winner.

In Washington the Joint Chiefs of Staff
are so worried about Indochina that arms
to the French in that country have been
given priority over supplies to our own
troops in Korea.

In Paris Foreign Minister Bidault has
held a series of meetings with U. S. Am-
bassador Dillon in which he warned that
the Laniel government will fall unless
France yields in Indochina and megoti-
ates an armistice. And if Laniel falls,
Ambassador Dillon has been warned that
the next premier will be Mendes-France,
a neutralist. who would wreek the North
Atlantic defenses against Russia. This
has become the most urgent problem fac-
ing Secretary Dulles.

Farsighted Radford

The one man in Washington who has
been most farsighted about the problem
of Indochina is Adm. Arthur Radford,
drmamic chairman of the Joiat Chiets of
s

Admiral Radford, in more ways than
one, is the Admiral Leahy of the Eisen-
hower administration.
1t was Admiral Leahy, chief military ad-
viser to FDR, who saw far in advance the

anese

on China, and who as early as 1936 sold
Roosevelt the idea of a naval blockade
of Japan in order to stop agaression be-
fore it became firmly entrenched,

Roosevelt and Sumner Welles both
bought Leahy's idea, but it was finally
sabotaged by Cordell Hull, then secre-
tary of state, and his more timid advisers
with deft assistance from certain Euro-
pean chanceries,

Many diplomats now agree, however,
that if the Leahy plan had been put
across it would have proved such an ob-
ject lesson fo Hitler and Mussolini that
World War II could have been averted.

Admiral Radford has had similar ideas
about the importance of stopping Com-
munist aggression in Indochina. He feels
that if the Reds swarm over'this strategic
peninsula, the rice bow! for much of Asia,
it will be a mere matter of months before
they also swarm over the rubber-and-tin

Malays, Indonesia, Burma, and eventual-
ly India,

Kremlin's Strategy

_ Most observers, including this one, be
lieve Radford is right. In fact the long.
range strategy of the Kremlin undoubted
ly is to combine the raw materials of
Southwest Asia with the manpower of
(China and the industrial energy of Japan,
Combination of the three could rule the
Orient for vears to come, might even
challenge the Western world.

Though Radford has been persuasive at
the White House he has not been able to
sell a complete bill of goods to the Presi-

has, however, to many in the
Pentagon. Incidentally, this column was
in error recently in stating that Radford
sold Ike on sending airplane mechanics to
Indochina without the knowledge of See-
retary Wilson. Though he did sell Ike,
he had Wilson's okay on this; also on
urging Tke to increase the number of ac-
tive airplane carriers. He did not operate

hind Wilson's back.

But though Radford has produced much
better teamwotk on the Joint Chiefs of
Staff than most people expected, he has
not been able to put across his idea for
a naval blockade of the Red China or
Indochina coast.

.




