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The President And His Critics

N TODAY'S Prorre’s PLATFORM, there
Is a serious letter which merits a
serious answer.

The writer, a close observer of the
national scene, charges that Tue Nrws
has been “too easy” on President Eisen-
hower since he took office, and especially
s0 in the McCarthy affair.

In the general sense, we would cer-
tainly plead guilty to having been sym-
pathetic to President Eisenhower. This
list of reasons is not conclusive, but it
gives a general idea.

In the first place, any new President
deserves at least a year to become ac-
customed to the feel of the traces of
that office. Since Mr. Eisenhower was
not a professional politician, the need
was greater, In spite of his lack of train-
ing in the school of politics, he has, on
the: whole, made a fine record.

He has brought forth, after careful de-
liberation, a positive and progressive
program of legislation. He has con-
ducted the office of the Presidency with
dignity. He has gone out of his way to
restore the constitutional balance be-
tween the executive and legislative
branches of the government, by encour-
aging Congress to exercise its own re-
sponsibilities. Yet he resisted firmly, and
effectively, the effort of the Bricker
‘backers to whittle down the authority of
his office. He has shown a good deal of
force and imagination in foreign policy.
He has tried, and in most cases has been
successful, to appoint good men to pub-
lic office. He has encouraged bipartisan-
ship, and has leaned over backwards
since taking office to avoid distorting or
misrepresenting the record of previous
administrations.

Too easy on Ike? Any fair-minded
person who weighs the President's good
points against his weaknesses can hardly
fail to give him a good score.

The actions of Sen. McCarthy placed
President FEisenhower in a serious
dilemma. 1t has become obvious to most
observers, as it has long been obvious to
us, that McCarthy’s real objective is not
the pursuit of Communists, but rather
the exploitation of America's real cone

cern over possible subversion for his own
benefit. McCarthy lusts for power. He
hungers for control of the Republican
Party and, through it, of the nation.
Hence in his actions there is more than
a direct challenge to President Eisen-
hower's position as President and head
of the party; there is a direct challenge
fo the very basic American processes
and traditions that, so far, have pro-
tected us from rule by demagoguery or
dictatorship.

How best could the President meet
this challenge? By wallowing in the gut-
ter with McCarthy, as former President
Truman sometimes did with his irrespon-
sible crities? By trying to intrude upon
the constitutional prerogatives of the
U. S, Senate and discipline one of its
members?

We think not. There may have been
concessions to McCarthy — “appease:
ment", if you wish—because of the des-
perately thin GOP control of the House
and Senate, a political handicap for
President Eisenhower that his critics con.
veniently ignore. But we are fully con-
vinced that those concessions were just
as unpalatable to President Eisenhower
as they were to us, and that slowly and
surely tHe President's dignified yet
forceful insistence upon basic American
principles is building a calmer atmos-
phere in which the American people,
who must finally decide the issue of
McCarthyism, are beginning to see the
Wisconsin senator !n the cruel light of
truth,

It would have given us momentary sat-
isfaction if President Eisenhower, at
his recent press conference, had slammed
McCarthy around with good old earthy
Army language. But greater values, not
the least is the prestige and dignity of
;he Presidential office, would have been
ost.

In sum, President Eisenhower could
have pleased millions of Americans by
an open declaration of war against Sen.
McCarthy. It is*our reasoned opinion
that the strategy he has adopted, while
not so spectacular, will Be more produc-
tive of the desired results. If events prove
us wrong, we shall admit it quite readily.

Too Many Trins To The Polls

N APRIL 20 city and county voters
will pass on the issuance of $500,000
in bonds for the county home.

On May 4, city voters will pass on the
proposed two-cent tax levy for supnort
of the two community colleges, Charlotte
and Carver.

And May 29 is the state-wide primary.
The run-off will be held four weeks
later.

There is no good reason why at least
the two special elections could not have
been scheduled for the same day. There
are good reasons why they should be
concurrent, the best one being that it
would save at least $5,000 in election
costs.

Too, if they were held concurrently,
the elections board, busy enough prepar-
ing for the primary and the run-off,

would have one less chore, and voters
would be more inclined to make the
effort.

In the 11 months between November,
1852, and October, 1953, six elections
were conducted in Mecklenburg, not
counting the Sharon school distriet elee

tion and the countywide reregistration
in August. All that, and the prospect of
four more elections before midsummer,
is enough to cool the ardor of the most
conscientious voter and election official.

There seems to be two main reasons
for this costly and sometimes unneces-
sary frequency of elections:

1. Election plans proceed independ.
ently, with no one making a real attempt
to correlate them.

2. Backers of a particular project
sometimes fear it would be put in jeop-
ardy if voted on at the same time anm-
other proposal is submitted. For exam-
ple, advocates of the community college
levy think they have a more popular
cause than the county home bond issue.
They don't want the two tied together.

That may be good “politics”, but it's
poor economy. More to be feared, we sus-
pect, is a public attitude hostile to all
soecial elections growing out of the
sheer irritation at having to trot to the
polls every couple of weeks, and impa-
tience with election officials for not
keeping a tighter string on the public
purse.

It's Hard To Live Up To The Ideal

ILITARY regulations prescribe that
a captured soldier shall give his
inquisitors only his name, rank and serial
number. Many U. S. prisoners in Korea
went far beyond that. Some who were
not tortured, divulged confidential in-
formation, signed what +the enemy
‘wanted them to sign, or even renounced
their country and decided to live with
their captors. On the other hand, some
did not capitulate even though they were
tortured and starved.

This Korean experience suggests that
both military regulations and public at-
titude toward prisoners who capitulate
want reexamination.

The reason for the regulations is ob-
vious. If prisoners only identify them-
selves, the captors will have sufficient
information to enable them to notify the
Red Cross or some other agency of the
phisoners' capture. Additional informa-
tion, although the prisoner may deem
it harmless, may enable skilled interroga-
tors to piece together troop disposition,
the arrival of new units. Or it may pro-
vide leads regarding the prisoners’ home
life that will enable the captors to upset
the prisoner emotionally, thus further
reducing his resistance. However, some
of the prisoners went beyond what the
regulations decreed and confounded the
enemy by furnishing him misleading in-
formation. They talked freely, sometimes
profanely with their captors, and their
oaths seemingly strengthened their re-
solve to takegpunishment stoically.

Certainly the testimony of Maj. Gen.
Willlam Dean in the current Schwable
‘hearing suggests that the regulation may

‘

be unduly harsh, and that some persons
may have too hastily condemned some
of the prisoners who capitulated. Gen.
Dean, a Medal of Honor winner, said
that he lacked “the intelligence or
strength” to tell the enemy nothing but
his name, rank and serial number. Al
though he was not tortured, he once
attempted sulelde. He was fearful that,
under interrogation (one session lasted
68 hours) he would divulge confidential
information.

‘If 1 ever go to the front lines again,”
he said, “T intend to carry a pill that T
can take before they capture me."”

Nevertheless, when asked specifically
whether he believed it realistic to éxpect
that captured officers abide by the exist-
ing regulations he replied that he did,
even though he didn't live up to it him-
self. “It's the ideal we should strive for,"
he sald.

Torture is an old art, and the Com-
muniste probably have not improved on
it much. But during recent wars tech-
niques of psychological warfare have
been refined, and the Communists have
no peer in its use against prisoners.
Sometimes the gentle treatment worked
better than the brutal one did. The men
who broke may have been heroes had
they not bean subjected to subtle tech-
niques which they were illequipped to
combat. Certainly 'if men with Gen.
Dean’s and Col. Schwable’s long military
training and records of bravery under
fire did not live up to the ideal, lesser

“men who likewise failed should not be
hastily condemned.

“T swear to tell the truth, !hu whole truth, and nothlnl but the truth, but T'doubt

if anybody'll recognize it.

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from

publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to conds

Time To Wake Up
To McCarthyism

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
I‘r IS now time that the people
of this country wake up and
realize the situation that Sen. Jo-
seph MeCarthy has put the Ameri-
can people in — not only in our
own eyes, but in the eyes of the
world.

The United States was born
from the vision of men and wom-
en who longed for the personal
freedom of the individual,
freedom of private life, job se-
curity, and the right of the feeling
ol security in American citizen-
ship.

The eminent Sen. McCarthy ll
slowly but mrely using fear to de-
stroy leals. We as citizens

should mt ‘encourage nr applaud
ﬂle senator's methods, but speak
up now for our ::rwul
reditary rights before it is too
late and before other power-loving
people take the same advantage
of these rights.

Of course we should be alert to
the threats of communism, but
‘we should be in favor of the Amer-
ican example of fair play instead
of the “communist” methed, in
pmellng Lhe individual.

. J. E. HOBBS

We're Still Too

Easy On President

Pinehurst
Editors, The News:
N YOUR EDITORIAL “Lennon’s
Solution For MecCarthy Prob-
lem" you say: “(This) points up
the basic fallacy in the arguments
of those who would have President
Eisenhower grapple with Joe Mc-
Carthy in the mire and muck of
MecCarthy's gutter politics. Al-
though a strong President can
bring a good deal of indirect pres-
sure to bear on a recalcitrant sen-
nlnr he cannot directly discipline

Up(m first reading one might
agree with your conclusions,
in an_analysis of the basic dis-
pute, McCarthy's methods,

hera be complete agreement?

ln mlny ways the chickens
which Mr. Eisenhower hatched in
1952 are coming home to roost. In
the campaign Mr. Eisenhower
was to make an addrm in Me~
Carthy's home state um.m
1t has been stated M in the ad-
¢ress Mr. Eisenhower was pﬂ-

Merry-Go-Round
Drew Pearson’s

nred w pralu and defend George
hall to whom, more than
uuwr person, ha owes most
honors that have come to
including lnu mlldmcy
McCarthy, so , per-
suaded Mr. Elsenhnwer to delete
all mention of General Mmha.l.l
thereby rlckmg up vietory No. 1
for the sen:

Of even murl importance is
the gradual showing of the design
of the pattern being woven by
McCarthy. You briefly and ably
touched upon this in your editorial
— “A Dangerous Sacrifice Of
Principle” — when you said:

“The analogy between McCar-
d Hitler 21 years ago
it may seem at first
glance. So, too, regretfully, is the
analogy in this regard between

Eisenhower and von His

In ordinary times there would

no disagreement with you
about the “fallacy” of the Presi-
dent grappling in “mire and
muck", nor that ﬂ!ﬂ president
"dl-dpllm" senator. But

, par-
lieulnly whvn by all evidence we
have reason to helieve the Sena-
tor is trying to take over control

of a political party of which the
President, Mr. Eisenhower if you
please, is supposed to be the
lltulnr head. Without dipping intg
“mire and muck” why cannot a
“'strong President” make a forth-
right statement of total disagree-
ment with all of McCarthy's meth«
«ods? Such a statement as Mr. Ste-
venson and Mr. Truman made in
reference to a certain senator
when they said “he Is not my
kind of a Democrat.”

The answer is Mr. Eisenhower
has been badly advised that to
do this would destroy the unity of
the Republican mv. split it apart
and thus lose cortrol of Con
in the 1954 elections. Just what is
at stake in this d — the suc-
cess of a political party or the
safety of our country? Answering
this last s.mrdn! night Mr. Ste-
venson said “had the E(unmver
administration chosen to act
defense of itself and of the Mtlrm
it must govern, it would have had
the lrl!d and dedicated sup-

of all but a tiny and dllud
ed mmnrlly of our people.”

letter of mine was
tdad by you: s Too
Easy On lke." 1t would seem that
your editorial which is the basis
of this letter and your most wpu
mistic editorial of Mar. 4, “The
Pmldenl Rose To The Oea-

are clear cut examples of
;kedlwr " being “Too Easy On

In all fairness and justice I ask

nl m
him,
Een,

lense.

‘what are words without
= ELMER M. SIMKINS
'Atlantic Charter’
Never Existed

you
deeds

Pittsboro
Editors, The News

FEEQUEN'I‘ relerences have
been made lately to the At-
lantic Charter as an authentic doc-
ument of high and noble prin-
ciples signed by the heads of the
two great branches of the Eng-
lish speaking peoples. 1 am not
adept at the debunking business,
and in this instance I reluctantly
state that there never has been
stch a document signed by Roose-
velt and Churchill. It was the re-
sult of a vividly lmluuuvu mimt
in the service of Office

War Information. He touched np
to the queen's taste, a press re-
lease covering the meeting_of
Roosevelt and Churchill in Pla-
centia Bay on Aug. 15, 1041,

After the election in 1944, de-
tails of the Teheran Conference,
at which the little nations were
dumped, began to leak out, and
Mr. Roosevelt was asked the
point-blank question as to what
had become of the Atlantic Chars
ter. This was at the | ‘ess con-
ference on Dec. 20, 1944. Mr. Roos-
evelt replied that there never was
such a document signed by him
and Chun.‘hlll that he knew of.

On the walls of the National
Museum there was a toautifully
framed and illuminated document
labeled The Atlantic Charter, sev-
eral hundred thousand copies of
which had been published as au-
thentic, but when an inquisitive
ruporm hastened to the museum

k the document, he was
mm hy the keeper with the stal
ment that “The Atlantic Charter’
had )uut been removed at the in-
stance of the Office of War In-

formation.

So, like the Polish massacre,
charged to the Germans, we later
find that it was a fake, that the
Russians did it, but we had to
suppress the truth until long after
the war was over in order not to
compromise an ally. We used the

little nations and the doctrine of tools.

self-determination until such ob-
structed our dealings with Rus-
sia, and then, as with the “At-
lantic Charter,” we took it off the
walls as not a part of the struggle
or objective thereof, for which
millions had bled -nd died.
—JOHN W. HESTER

Nixon Will Try To Restore

GOP Program'

s Perspective

By DORIS FLEESON

WASHINGTON

V/ICE PRESIDENT Nixon's as-

signment in answer to Adlai

Stevenson Is to make the Eisen-

hower program the is o
fall elections.

The chances are he will not
even mention the name of Sen.
McCarthy,

Even Democrats admit the Bis-
enhower program makes appeal-
ing subject maiter. They expect
the vice president to ring the
changes effectively on the Korean
truce, the reduced deficit and the
cuts in taxes, the new look in the
military, the expansion of social se-
curity to cover more people and
raise the benefits, the proposals
to rednsure private health insur-
ance plans,

All of this may not happen ex-
aclly as scheduled but at this
point nobody can say it won't hap-
pen. The Vice President, in fact,
can make a real contribution to-
ward public determination to see
it happen.

NEW PERSPECTIVE

‘There is no question that, the
White House welcomes the chance
to strive for a fresh perspective
on the Administration. For all
their refusal to meet the McCar-
thy issue head-on, they are hearti-
ly sick of the senator from Wis-
consin and none more so'than the
President.

Responsible senators quote him
as using the uncouth vernacular
to express his contempt. They
have marveled at the fact that
since he apparently feels
strongly, he can contain himself
80 well when confronted with the
issue in public.

Their best guess is that he has
decided he ought to take the ad-
vice of someone he thinks shrewd-
er than he is politically, Their

candidate for that mentor 18 M
Jor General Persons. Now a Pre
dential  aide, General Persons
guided Eisenhower through the
delicate prenomination days with-
out & fault, & faat which seems
to serve him well now.

1t is thought by these Senators
that the President sincerely does
not see McCarthy as posing a prin-
ciple but only as a political head:
ache, vastly annoying but afford.
ing, as comedian Bert Willlams
used to say, "A wonderful oppor-
tunny for wrnebody, somebody

else, not me.
The President is mlﬂnl loml

that the Senate discipline lu mui
fractious member. Republican pol-
icymakers nw say | they will ol
fer new rules for the conduct of
committees. They eem mneither
happy over the thll(’( 10 lln 0
nor very optimistic that McCar
thy will prove responsive,

The senator’s belli
lends color to Democratic :Illmn
that in the fall umwiln the Re-
publicans will be on the defensive
about MeCarthy, rather than put.
ting the Democrats on the defen-
sive about communism.

Offered also to support this is
the utter failure of the Admin-
istration to make good on its
story of large numbers — several
different numbers, but all large
—of subversives fired from the
government. Each time testimony
is taken on this question, the an-
swers grow more confusing.

It appears here that Eisenhow.
er Republicans are on the defen-
sive certainly; what i not clear
is whether the country generally
has swung away from those sen-
timents which induced the Repub-
lican National Committea to make
McCarthy its featured Lincoln Day
speaker.

Making Communism A Crime
Would Solve Many Problems

By ROBERT C. RUARK

WELLINGTON, N. 2. '

I HAVE BEEN strangely un-
moved by the anguished
howls agaiost the proposed leg-
islation to make communism il-
legal and membership in the par-
ty punishable, Perhaps the death
penalty, as recommended by Al-
lan Shivers, governor of Texas,
is a touch harsh. But, if you will
think back, we just electrocuted
the Rosenbergs for being highly
successful Communists, although
the technicality was theft of atom
gecrets with an aim to destroy-
ing the United States.

Communism today bears very
little resemblance to the commu-
nism of my college days, when
every third - pseudo-intellectual
thought it smart to veer widely
left. Communism then was a
mood, not an overt act of trea-
son. It was an ideal of mis-
guided, muddled lhmkerl. trying
to rabmld a wrld in which the
word iscist” d  the
same mennlng as "Cammunln"
has today. Times and moods and
ideals change.
THINGS HAVE CHANGED

The smallest child today knows
now that communism is not a
political creed or a rightful ex-
pression of fr

1 acti

=3

lm of mass mi
Mau ol!h l&mlnlnruwr He is
an avowed advocate of the over-
throw of his country, by force,
which is treason cold and calcu-
lated. It is in the same cate-
gory of crime as murder and
armed robbery, at least by im-
plication.

1 think that the Mau Mau

2
!
2

o

the actual committers n( murder
But when the Mau Mau move-
ment got out of control, they were
foreed to recognize that the oath
administrator, the head of the cell,
the organizer and inciter to vio-
lence, nl equally guilty with his
So they made oath admin-
Mnlhn a capital crime,

t would be futile and foolish
lu pllnllh all the fuzzy liberals
&nd dumb joiners who hooked
with the party a long time ago,
'dnn Hnnh was an ally and not
n But from a certain

bt arbitrarily fixed in the

WASHINGTON
THE other day 1 flew down to Mexico
City to interview Bill 0'Dwyer, some-
times called the most mysterious man of
American polities.

The former mayor of New York City
had not granted an interview since he
retired as U. §. ambassador fo Mexico
and chose, at least temporarily, to live
there, rather than return to the United
States.

1 had known of Bill O'Dwyer when the
State Department described him as the
most popular and effective ambassador
since Josephus Daniels. 1 had known him

personally when he was in charge of
Roosevelt's (-mmnmu to heln Jelhh
refugees

s0ap fmonn nl Arlnll llm:r l Ind uln
known him w! lier general
in the Army, ad helped rebuild
Italy.

And one very cold December da
had driven up Broadway with him when
the historic canyons of lower Manhattan
welcomed the Friendship Train with the
traditional shower of ticker tape.

has been a marriage that more cruelly and
sensationally went on the rocks. At first
it was just the opposite. Sloan was the
toast of Mexico; later her flirtations were
the talk of Mexico.

At the very height of this gossip when
he needed a wife most, Ambassador
O'Dwyer flew back to New York—of his
own volition—to testify before the Ke-
fauver committee. There he was grilled
by Rudolph Hl.lhy iha man wno it later
developed aspired to become mayor
New York, and 'u u:ln the Kefauver

2

O'Dwyer was grmed about
James J. Moran, his deputy fire com‘
missioner who later went to jail (or
jury and extortion. Moran had

&mnry
State Cumn md some of the other
whe 'om Dewey up the pol.iﬂul
ladder m wlm have been exposed as
m’vlnl their hands in the ntunf.l

doe g than s blllhn dollars.”

mtnci gambling and a proposal of his
wm bad caused headaches

And, like a lot of other people, T
mumm he did not come back to

New

'Dqur’s Marriage

that part of the

anrllu]!huue andthm

\

suppose answer fo
1h: mystery of mn O'Dwyer is found” in
Illz old French !due rheyrhn la fe

=

N..Y. City Graft
When 1 asked O'Dwyer about some
these things, he said he still could
understand Moran, that he had al
trusted him. “As far as Dewey is
cerned,” he added, “you have to jt
him on his accomplishments, not
men around him, The head of any stat

;51

femme.

Ez53

]

’

or city can't nlnyx know everything that's
going on around him, and you can’t hold
Dewey responsible for what some of his
friends did."

Dhcllllin] graft in New York City pol-
Ities, O'Dwyer said:
“The biggest graft is in contracts—
building contracts. That's the case not
only in New York City but any city. The
contractors will swarm around

Mallualnmm,

on
8 Joh of hm!llnl hmllrllng contracts, and

a fivecent piece went wrong out of

ln ﬂm connection, it's important to
it O'Dwyer

joys Mexico and why he does
to Nw York \mlil he ”M!“glu

future, I see no injustice about

making communist activity a
crime, subject to certain punish-
ment, and certainly containing an
automatic loss of civil rights, as
is accorded a felon.

At least it would allow us a
yardstick for punishment. We
punish today by the circuitous
route of proven perjury, an in-
direct method of getting at the
core of the matter. And we pun-
ish by smear and indirection, to
such an odorous extent that Me-
Carthyism is a sad synonym for
America all over the world.

1t there were any such thing
as an American Communist Par-
ty, dedicated to changing policy

vote, 1 would say that it
would be unconstitutional to nuh
membership a crime. But an
body over eight knows that ﬂ i|
no more a part of Amnrlts n
it stands today,
sian Embassy. Or
bund, which we
McCARTHY'S 'I'AL'I'!C!

1 loathe the tactics of Sen. Me-
Carthy and Co., but the oblique
way we have considered commu-
nism in recent years is respon-
sible for the birth and power of a

rthy as a political fuehrer.
A more flat approach might make
the digging harder, but less -in.
nocents would get clobbered in

process.
There have been .all sorts of
arguments about the: Communists
being driven underground, but
they're already halfway to China
;nd a little deeper down won't
urt them, I suppose the. party
could change its name to the Up-
ward and Onward party, or wm.
, but the connection has

ﬂld Hitltr

ways been fairly easy to !.rlu
It's a tough nut, both ways, but
there would be one distinct ad-

the average man than it used to
:cmmd the working rlnks‘.d

Quote, Unquote

President Ei
Uﬂm States. M» to nh ﬂu
trust of other peoples. Then may-
be we'll be able to borrow from
lbun = Fort Myers (Fla.) News-

O'Dwyer Plans To Return To New York

Mexican Acclaim
Iu lq:ko City they md around Bill
un Clnh as ll he were lﬂll

He's s0 popular that it's amh-m-inl
the new ambassador, Francis Whi

JSing with O'Dwyer in m‘ office

iere he practices vl'dth

E

Eﬂ'

‘There's not only the heartache
ed with the wife who walked out
lh wﬂx e !owda. but there

are other

mre huulmn nﬁ more public housing m
llnll any other mm in New York's Blll ODvm perha ." ﬁ‘l’n:r.:nl'm
listory—even more than Fiorello La in Irel

Glntdh He ml';e a crusade of his build-
u.nd ’Dwyet about the wuhlcm of *
and eriti-
“People will gamble,” he said. 'l‘hq
been

. migrating. to

.Imklyn where he became a cop, au-
morulg, a judge, and one !
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