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The Party’s Outstretched Palm

ARTY chieftains flinched visibly when
news leaked out of Winston-Salem
about state highway patrolmen being
asked to contribute to Democratic cam-
palgn chests. After much clearing of
throats, shuffling of feet and wrinkling
of brows, it was solemnly announced
that this was an old custom and there
was certainly nothing improper about it,
They were right on the first count,
wrong on the second

1t is not the f time state employes
have been approached by the party that
indirectly controls their destinies for a
little of the money they get from the
taxpayers. In some areas the outstretched
palm reaches all the way down to county
and municipal levels

We commend North Carolina's No. 1
Democrat, Gov. William B. Umstead, for
saying that he will not tolerate workers
being threatened or pressured into mak-
ing donations, But pressure is implied
if not actually stated. Even if the prac-
tice is not abused, it could be. The invi-
tation for abuse is there. It is, in essence,
a test of party loyalty.

The test is unnecessary and wunfair.
For one thing, few state employes can
afford it. They simply don't make that
kind of money.

Let party organizations raise their cash
elsewhere.

North Carolina needs first-rale men in
government. Public service careers

should be more attractive o intelligent
youngsters. Government needs a more
enlightened civil service, better rules for
tenure, more schools of public adminis-
tration. But situations such as this are
extremely discouraging to anyone con-
templating any kind of government
work—-whether they are youngsters look-
ing for a suitable career or established
citizens who would like, unselfishly, to
take a fling at public service.

While committees and commissions are
wrestling with the problems of taxation
and the like, other committees and com-
missions might be wrestling today with
the problem of political ethics and dis-
integrating political machinery. How can
the state expect to attract able men and

women in public service if they see
nothing but back-stairs politics there?
‘Why should they become involved in
this?

And it does no good merely to run
around with considerable wringing of
hands over occasional evidence of rotten-
ness in government. A rotten govern-
ment, in a democracy, means the peo-
ple may be a little tainted themselives.
‘This is the hard, unpleasant set of facts
the entire nation faces today. The first
responsibility is to remove the possihil-
ity of rottenness.

Here is one place to start. The practice
of asking state employes to contribute 1o
party campaign funds should be discon-
tinued.

Trouble In An Untouched Land

HE overwhelming approval St. Louis
I voters gave to a municipal tax on
individual and business earnings Thurs.
day was a major development in the des.
perate struggle of America's debt-ridden
cities for financial security. It created a
stable fiscal base for a long-deferred
program of public improvements and
freed the city administration of the fear
of periodic financial crises

The tax—approved by a six-to-one
majority—is a standing clty levy of not
more than one-half of one per cent on
1he gross earnings of individuals and the
net earnings of businesses. It has been
levied for two-year periods for six years
~—with one long lapse—through the re.
luctant permission of the state legisla.
ture. It yields eight million dollars a
year toward the city's operating expenses.

The tax is.not only pald by St. Loufs
ans—on their personal income in the city
and elsewhere—but also by non-residents
on that portion of thelr income earned
in St. Louis

It is this last aspect of the municipal
earnings tax which is especially signiff-
cant

It Is an increasing tendency among
Americans to move their homes outside
of city limits to the suburbs while still
maintaining their jobs in town

The city must provide many basic
governmental functions to these people
but suburbanites ordinarily contribute
little direct support {o the city. The
theory is that where a person receives
his income in a municipality, he should
contribute at least a small portion of

Luncheons Vs. Press

HARLOTTE'S luncheon clubs, most
4 of them hoping always to incresse
attendance, ought to sit up and take

notice of what Attorney General Herbert

Brownell is doing. That fellow follows a
formula which certainly increases the
turn-out. And-—let politicians lake note—

it's a formula which will asure him
many invitations to get a free meal and
8 large audience at the same lime

Most government officials, when {hey
ing important to say. or
ave something 1o say which
to sound

important,” call a
nce, But not Mr. Brownel
press confercnces, picks up
goes 1o lunch. There he
mportar pronounce men:
not so in te as to
newsmen frequently do
It ih ncheon
in Chicago 1t ywhell created a
sensation by g that Harry D

From The Hartford Courant
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that income to the upkeep of the munici-
pality—regardless of where he lives
Confronted with growlng financial

problems, more and more cities are
viewing the earnings tax as the only
reasonable solution to their fiscal woes

This is especially true in cities hemmed
in by incorporated suburbs.

The earnings tax is a sympton of the
times—an unpleasant symptom for many
Americans. America's big metropolitan
centers have hecome so over-populated
and industrialized that they are actually
uncomfortable as residential zones.
Weary of the hustle and bustle of city
living, millions of Americans have
escaped to the peace, quiet and uncon-
taminated air of suburban neighbor-
hoods. But few have given up their well-
paying city jobs.

Actually, outsiders do contribute some-
thing to the city's wealth and well-being
by heavy purchases in the city's husiness
enterprises. 1t has been found, for in-
stance, that suburbanites have a consid-
erably healthler appetite for many items
(home furnishings. appliances, outdoor
supplies) than city dwellers in a similar
salary bracket, Too, many suburban res-
idents own and operate businesses in the
city which pay their full share of city
taxes

But that's not enough, according to the
fax experts of St. Louis and several
other big cities as they look to the earn-
ings tax

It all adds up to trouble for an um-
troubled that quiet, airy paradise
just outside city I

Conferences

White was r atedly promoted to high
office during the Democratic administra-
tions even though mqmmh'p officials
knew he was a “Russian spy.”

Last week Mr. Brownell made an an-
nouncement which, while not so sensa-
tional, is certainly historic. He announced
Justice  Department's veto of the
sed merger of two gigantic steel
wpanics, Bethlehem and Youngstown.
Where did he make the announcement?
Al Toots Shor's Restaurant, before some
public relations men

We don't
tion to Mr
Tust
we're mere

nice if

d. have any objec-
Al's choice of a forum
. while maybe
it would ba
officials Tike Brownell who have
big news made themselves available to
the press more frequently, and if some
of the people who try to manufacture big
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The original cone wa
"This is not double-talk
an pastry baked on & vaf

d with other sweeis. On one he
in St. Louis—which hot d y is not
n—the supply of dishes f 3

door became exhau
4 zalabia was twisted into a
and passed over to hold

& scoop of Ice cream. O-lay, as they
down at Hernando's, and the ice cre
cone was born

tion that

news via the press conference would go
lunch or some placa
vou all know, but it's good to think about

on a hot day.
of information

Just to add to your store
you might like 10 know

t the ice eream soda is older than the
cone, dating from 1874 Sodas were
banned on Sundays Evanston, IlL, in

latter part of the 19th century. One

entreprenéur decided to sell instead ice

am with a syrup, thus dodging the let-
ter of the ordinance, and he called it a
Sunday Soda. With the name changed to
sundae, it got by. Feel cooler now

ple pay their ist la
delegates at a recent

No, It's Not True What They Say About The Farmers

The Hopeful Gambler

An Editorial In The

RMERS and farm pre ms
re being grossly misrepre-

sented by many magazines, radio
comunentators, and newspapers.

A few weeks ago we read in
Life magazine: “The system
(rigid 80 per cent parity supperts)
guarantees the six basic crops—
corn, colton, wheat, rice, peanuts,
and tobacco—a fixed price no mat-
ter how much is needed ar how
much is produced.”

he clear implication here is
that a farmer can grow all the
cotton or wheat or peanuts he de-
sires and get a 90 per cent of par-
ity price for unlimited prnduu
tion  Not a word is said abo
production control. The fa lhlL
whenever there is a surplus of a
basic commodity, a grower mus!
reduce his acreage and comply
with an acreage allotment to get
the 90 per cent price support is
ignored

A columnist writing in & Dallas
(Tex) dally paper made these
misstatements:

“Agricultural price supports
have made the producers of sup-
ported products better off tha
king group in the

The NAAWP Chair

Prog.

“The amount which has baen
m.d out of taxes (for commodity
loans) will soon reach the huge
total of 87'4 billion.”

3, “Western farmers, who can
produce wheat for less than $1 &
bushel in a normal year are guar-
anteed a price support of $2.40 a
bushel. At the same time, the per
capita consumption of wheat in the
U. 8. has dropped from 200 pounds
to 120 pounds per capita because
people are eating less wheat."
FARM PRICES DOWN

In 1949 the average net income
per farm person was only one-
half that of the average nonfarm
person. This was when farm prices
stood at 99 per cent of parity; in
mid-June 1954 they were down to

n farm prices were
al 107 per um ol parity, the aver-
age net income per farm worker

was only $1718 against $3 418 for

sider what the operator and fam-
ily on an average {arm, produc-
ing price-supporied commodities,
aw getting per hour for their
hor and managetnent

lel are toe figures for the

man

year when farm prices were
at_even parl

tal
USDA's “Agricultural Statistics,

1053
Per Hour

Cotton farm .. aeeee §78
Dairy Farm LY
Tobacco-Livestock . 3
Hog-Dairy ...... S8
The “minimum wage” in this
country is 75 cents an hour. In
1952 these Texas cotton {armers

and Wisconsin dairy farmers bar¢
ly made the minimum, It doesn't
Took like they are rolling in wealth
or even that they are “betier off
than any other working group in
the U. 8.

In stating that “the amount
which has been paid out of
taxes (for commodity loans) will
soon reach the huge total of
seven and a half billion dollars,”
the impression is given that the
government has lost this amount,
Really there is no way of know-
ing how much, if any, loss the
government will take on its loan
program until it disposes of the
commodities under loan. The
seven and a half billion dollars
is the amount the government
is expected to lend on these
commodities. But it has (e

Portrait Of Bryant Bowles

MILFORD, Del
l{ﬂ& ANT Bowles, a curly-haired
Florida -born  ex - Marine 18
spearheading a drive in southeast-
ern Delaware (o keep school dis-
fricty from carrying out the in-
tegration of white and Negro pu-
pils in the schools

The 34-year-old son of a Tampa
County farmer is leading this cam.

aign. increasing each day in its
ntemsity, in his capacity as Presi-
dent of the National Association
for the Advancement of White
People (NAAWP).

To put across his point to list-
eners at the many rallies which his
organization is sponsoring Bowles
says in a level, calm voice

"My three - year-old daughter
will never attend a school with
Negroes as long as there is a
breath in my body and gunpowder

will burn "

Enroliment in NAAWP has been
a regular item of business al
many of the south Delaware meet
ings called by Bowles and at

which he has spoken. Circulars
distributed by the organization
list these four types of member-

#hip, and the required dues: one
year, 5. three years, § ilver
card,” $23, and “Gold card,” $30.
No time limit is specified for

the latter iwo. Reporters have
seon many persons paying dues.
HAS POLICE RECORD

Delaware state police, who have
heen closely patrolling the Mt
ford area since the trouble hegan
and who have been present ai
many of the public meetings at
which Bowles speaks, last week
took the unusual step of 1ksuing a
statement concerning him

It identified him as
Bryant Bowles, 34. of 5700
North Arlington, Va., nm mm he
is president of the NAAWP witn
Iri wife, the former E. Lois Wil
. as secretary and treasurer
of the corporation.

“The state police conducted an
investigation of Mr. Bowles in the
public interest and for the public
protection in view of the promi-
nent part he is taking in the or-
i ation of an NAAWP group in
Sussex County,” the statement
said

“Because of the many ade
dresses made by Mr, Bowles and
the number of contributions ac-
cepted by him, state police be-
licte that the people of Delaware

\\mlam
Rd.,

¢ 1o know his background
The investigation revealed the
facts about Mr. Bowles

i arrested by the Balti-
more city police on May 12, 1853,
on five 4\\'\\;!\ { false pretense.
Disposit these cases indi-
cates that lr was fined $25 and
coste on each charge Al the time
of his arrest in the city of Baltie
more he was wanted in Tampa,
in_connection with bogus

Autharities at Tampa la-
sed Baltimore that resti
had been

By BILL LOFTUS
AP Staff Wi

BRYANT BOWLES

cases and that Bowles was no
longer wanted thers. Warrant
were also on file in the sheriff's
office at  Belair, Md., on two
counts. Bowles was turned over
to the sherill of Harford County
(Md) and oo April 1. 1954, the
charges were nolle prossed (prose-
cution withdrawn) by the state at-
torney's office.

“At the time of his difficulty in
Balmore, Mr. Bowles was an of-
ficer and part owner of the Bry-

ant Reofing Co. and is alleged
to have paid wages 1o some em-
ployes of the firm with bad
checks "

A reporter asking Bowles for
comment on this was told last

week the Baltimore case involved
h\e Negroes who refused to come

o his oifice to collect their pay
he li the white workers did.”

“I paid a total of §216 in fines,”
sald Bowles,
LEARNED CITY WAYS

Bowles says he was raised on
the farm in Florida and went “to
the eity when | 15. 1 learned
all there is to know about city
ways in about 10 months. We had
y fellers living out near
for two years and they
never «M find out what was go-
ing o

wiry, medium-height man,
Bowles married “a girl from Tex
as who knows the score about Ne-
groes attending school

tered the Marine Corps

nd served years
\\uml War Il and “Truman's
Police action’ in Korea. When I
£ot out of the service I spent two
years looking for a big shot to
start this organization. But the
big shots aren't too concerned
apparently
They can send their children

o private schools and don't have
to worry about Negroes attending
the classes. $o I started the or-
ganization last year by incor-

porating in Delaware. 1 put six
thousand dollars of my own mon-
ey in it and so far haven't laken
back a dime,

“I ran a contracting business
from Alexandria, Va.. before 1
started this organization. This is
my lull time occupation now,”
he relates

Bowles speaks in a lovel, well-
modulated voice which rarely
rises ahove a normal conversa-
tional tone at the microphone. He
intersperses humor along these
lines

“I imagine if Truman knew 1
wag part of his police action he
would have made me a police
chief, But I would have been so
far back in the brig that the
chief's badge would never have
seen the light of day "

His wife, a tall, slender, bru-
nette, is present at every meet
ing. She sits by his side when he
i8 not speaking and watches at-
tentively when he is at the micro-
phone

Bowles contends that the or-
ganizations backing  integration
are “organized agitating groups.”

He says members of his group
must be “rock-bottom, red-blood-
ed Americans who will not be
brainwashed by Communists or
self-styled liberals."

In attempting to integrate,
'erle! says, the Negroes are
“culting off the hand that's fed
them, They may have (0 start
Jooking out for themselves.
don't know whether they
able of taking care
selves."
PUBLISHES PERIODICAL

Bowles puhlnm-s a pmor\uul
called “The National Forum" as
part of his AWP activities. He
says its primary function is to off-
set “the propaganda being poured
into southern newspaper editors
self-styled liberals who got
000 to do the job from the

e cay
of thei

87
Ford Foundation
Bowles explains another phase

of his philosophy this way
“Any so-called white who joins

forces with another race may
call himself a self-styled liberal
but he is still a traitor to the
white race.™

He helieves the best weapon
right now for fighting integra.
tion “is not violence because

that's what the Communists and
the apposition want us to do” but
tather boycotts such as the ones
which have spread through the
hern half of the state

50 this

“It's against the law to keep
your children home from school
But if anyone's arrested we'll
furnish a lawyer to handle the

case. And besides where are they
Roing to get a v from ameng
you to convict another one of
you?" he asked the crowds

P-\ SEN. EDWARD J 'ﬂl\Z

during nuy momem of hig
whether

HF far‘nfr H an honest gnm

- ... (and) the greatest
tin the worl

rhy is one of hope and

Every
prayer for him

His eyes are on the heavens
to see whether a thunderstorm
is developing which could bring
a hailstorm or a tornado that
would tear everything to pieces.

ck, whether
or poultry,

He watches hi
it be sheep, ca

there be an 1!! nnimll, or i
anything els¢ has gone wromg.

1f he were not an optimist,
he would never dare take the
chance of putting all his money
into his crops, mnot knowing
what the harvest would bring.

There is no other person who
would plan his sales organiza-
tion or manufacturing industry
with as much of a gamble at
hand as the farmer.

commodities, and it is conceiv.
able that they might be disposed
of for as much as seven and a
half billion dollars or even moré.

considerable . number of
farmers, by their efficient meth-
ods and large acre yields, are
able to produce a crop at con-
jerably lower costs than the
average grower. No doubt there
are some producers who in 1954
grew wheat for $1 a bushel
But to lead people to believe
that the average western wheat
producer can produce whuat for
$1 a bushel, and that he is mak-
bushel profit, is a

COSTS AI'(! ur

Even in 1046, the last year for
which such information was pre-
pared, USDA figures indicated

that with the 10-year average
yield, it cost U. 8. growers $1.40
to produce a bushel of wheat
Certainly in the year 1934. the
average cost is much closer to
$2 a bushel than to $lL

As 1o the per capita consump-
tion of wheat, it has been drop-
ping for nearly a half-century.
The decline has had no rela-
tionship whatsoever to the price

People’s Platform

of wheat. A farmer could give
away his whes d it wouldn't
materially affect the per-capita
consumption. Look at these fig-
ures:

Whe
Pricaot  Used Per
Toar Wheal  Caplis Lba.
1.7 $2.05 201
1923 83 178
1928 1.00 179
1932 k' 181
1940 68 154
1945 1 60 180
1951

The fact is thn people h-ve
changed esting habits. Théy now
eat more fruits and vegetables,
more meat when times are good.
They wouldn't go back to con-
suming 200 pounds of wheat per
capita, even if it sold for less
than $1 a bushel.

So much for these misrepre-
sentations. The country is flood-
ed with them. And very little is
being done to counteract their
effect. Unfortunately, the na-
tional farm organizations, which
arc expected to fight the farm-
ers' battles, are so divided on
the farm program, that their efe
forts to carry the truth to con-
sumers have been futile.

Phooey On The Press

Charlotte
Editors, The News

VERY year when National

4 Newspaper Week comes
along, 1 gird mysel( against the
impending propaganda- barrage
by the holy and sanctified Amer-
ican press.

This year, however, even at
the onset, the assault has been
so ferrific that T wonder if this
frenzied orgy of self-adulation
bas not been prompted by the
realization on the part of the
1ress that the public has grown
apathetic over the allegedly
noble calling of journalism.

In this respect, it might be re-
called that, historically, the pro-
fession of journalism has not
held high esteem in the public
mind. Hence, the arrogation of
journalists to the Fourth Estate.
And it hasn’t been too many
years since lying editors were
publicly horsewhipped on the
streets. A custom, by the way,
that should be revived

In its editorial Oct. 1, The
News very modestly credis the
gress of the resurgent
ely to the southern
press—greatest credit, of course,
given to the “liberal” editors
Presumably, the pioneers of
southern agriculture, eommerce
and industry were simple dolts
who just stood around until the
Henry Gradys goaded them on
to great exploits. And the north-
crn business men who came
south undoubtedly were swayed
more by the Richmond Times-
Dispatch campaigns against

Iynchings and poll taxes than
they were by cheap, dependable
lubor, ideal climatic conditions
and other considerations.
However, by far the most

nauseating feature of Newspaper
Week is the {ulsome elilogies be-
stowed upon carrier boys. Hon-

estly, this is énough to make
cven those with the strongest
stomachs regurgitate. These lit-
Hr monsters (or as the editorial

v, “little merchants”) have
)Mmd upon them ail the finer
altributes of George Washing-
ton, Abraham Lincoln, Jesus
Christ and Frank Merriwell
Conceivably, some carrier boys
ﬂmn up to be crooks, drunka:ds
ires in business. However,
n, :«wl the editorials you would

think they all hecome business
tycoons, presidents, governors,
or, at the v least. mayors,
4ind, far 1rnm Puﬂumng cheap,
child labor, papers are in
seality doing i e great
favor by allowing them to tote
their heavy advertising dodgers
through storm, sleet, rain, snow
and hail for a pittance. Some-
how, there is something about
this sort of labor that builds
character and insures future
succes

I am willing to concede that
Newspapers are an important
part of American life, And, 1
don’t begrudge any man taking
pride in his profession, be it
Jjournalism, farming, plumbing or
garbage collecting. Nor is a little
horn-blowing _about oneself ob-
Jjectionable. But, after all, fel-
lows, let's not get sickening
shout it

—JOSEPHUS GREE

LEY'

Now People Call On
Government, Not God

Charloile

Editors, The News
VWHEN 1 was a boy on the
farm, and dry weather came

the Christian people would call
a prayer meeting in the church
and pray for rain, And it al-
ways came, within less than 12
hours.

God has promised to supply
all the needs of his children,
But in this modern age we walt
until the crops are destroyed
and then call on the government
for relief.

~PARKS A. YANDLE

Quote, Unquote

Speaker at the WAVE
a

national

ion” adoptsuniver
ning it should recogn
women are very essentid
A Tact which any draitee

Arkansas Gazetle.

The director of the United
States Mint should consider the
circulation of a mew coin worth
98 cents, and folding money in
$199.95 and $299.95 denominations.
= Decatur (Ill.) Herald.
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