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Secrecy Issue Refuses To Die

AVING publicly put himself on rec-
Hnrd as believing that “public busi-
ness should be conducted in the open,”
Gov. Willlam Umstead is right in saying
that repeal of the 1063 “secrecy” law is
a matter for the General Assembly.

“The General Assembly passed the
law, And as I understand it, the General
Assembly passes its own rules, I assume
the General Assembly, being a separate
unit of the government will follow its
own views,” Gov, Umstead told his news
conference this week.

That puts the responsibility squarely
where it belongl—npnn the men who,
in a fit of petulance, established this
unwise precedent last year.

The legislators may have thought that
the issue would fade away. On the cone
trary, it continues to haunt them. In
announcing for another term in the
House of Representatives, Gov. Um:
stead's brother, John W. Umstead, said
e would fight for repeal.

“T have serious doubts that there was
necessity for this legislation,”
and I think that the first act of
the 1055 session should be to strike it
from our statutes.”

And down in the 1st Senatorial Dis-
trict, former Rep. Wayland Spruill of
Bertie County is making the secrecy law

his main campaign issue in his drive for
one of the two seats held by Sens. J.
William Copeland and A. P. Godwin Jr.,
both of whom voted for the secrecy
measure last year,

“I will do what I can to repeal the
present law on the statute books which
was passed in the last Legislature,” said
Mr. Spruill

Rep. B. I. Satterfield of Person, run-
ning for a third term, has also denounced
the secrecy law as “evil legislation,”
and pledged to work for its repeal.

As on previous occasions, we would
remind you readers that the constant
fight to keep open the sources of infor-
mation about public affairs is your fight,
and that mews and information media
are merely the instruments for bring-
ing to the people information they can
get in no other way.

In a discerning editorial on the sub-
Ject, Tue Smrrurero Herauo quotes the
Constitution of North Carolina, Section
2, Article 1, which says: “All political
power is vested in and derived from the
people; all government of right originates
from the people, is founded upon their
will only, and is instituted solely for
the good of the whole."

The people have great power, if they
choose to exercise it. If they use their
power, the dangerous secrecy law will
be repealed.

County Option System Here To Stay

\HE executive director of the National
Temperance League, Clayton M.
Wallace of Washington, D. C., has been
looking at the wrong political weather-
vane if he believes that North Carolina
will become the first completely dry
state in the union.

Our weathervane points in the other
direction. It indicates that the most dem-
ocratic plan of all, the county option
system for controlling the sale of alco-
holic beverages, is here to stay, not
because it is the perfect answer to the
problem of alcohol but because it is a
better answer than a referendum which
would make the state all wet or all dry.

Mr. Wallace spoke to a meeting of the
Allied Church League in Winston-Salem
this week, and urged delegates to voice
their disapproval of liquor advertising
to those publications that carry it

With that, we can find no quarrel.
Any reader of any publication, we {ake
it, has the right to sound off on any-
thing he doesn't like about that publica
tion, Our People’s Platform, for instance,
would soon shrivel up if our readers
didn’t occasionally apply the verbal whip
to our thick hides,

But when the Washington man comes
into our 'midst to recommend that the
Allied Church League step up its cam-

paign for statewide prohibition, we part
company. This newspaper doesn't believe
it is fair for residents of areas that are
dry by choice to impose their will on
residents of other areas who have chosen
legal control. We shall stand by the
county option system until something
better comes along.

A Start

N A COLUMN this week, the Alsop
Brothers made the serious charge
that the “security firings” under the
Eisenhower administration were “ama-
teurish political fakery.” The Alsops said
that a number of devices had been used
1o make it appear that some 2200 gov-
ernment workers had resigned or been
discharged for disloyalty, whereas they
had left government service for entirely
different reasons.

In his first press conference since
last October, Attorney General Browne
ell declined to say how many of the
2200 had been fired by the Justice
Department, but admitted that there was
only one “former Communist” in his
department's discharge list.

That's a start. Now how about a
‘breakdown from some of the other de-
partments—particularly the Department
of State?

Please Qualify Prayers For Rain

AIN, according to the Bible, was oft

withheld from sinful people. Meck-
lenburgers must not be sinful enough
these days, else they overstated the need
when they prayed for precipitation.

We would like to be properly thankful
and poetic about this week's downpour,
and see in it daffodils, violets, pennies
from heaven, a big crop next year or
even cats and dogs.

But all we see is the car stuck in the
midtown parking lot, the overloaded
clothes drier in the kitchen, tracked-in
mud, a rackful of shoes that need clean-
ing, the unplanned pool at the bottom
end of the lot, the leaf-clogged eave

spout. and the growing gully in what
once was proudly proclaimed to be the
lawn.

Nothing much could be done about
the rain while it was coming down. As
Longfellow observed, “The best thing we
can do when it is raining, is to let it
rain.”

But if any of you plan to pray for
rain some more, we hope you qualify the
request somewhat as Karol Capek did in
this GARDENEZR'S PRAYER

“0 Lord, grant that In some way it may
rain every day, say from about mldmgm

until three o'clock m the morning .
ipz:mle uml warm so that it can soak

ADD: REBEL YELL

SILLY SEASON is over and the

dog days are past, but some of our
colleagues in their ivory towers are still
absorbed with the true origin of the
mint julep; which state producen the
best’ ham, whether grits “is" or “are”
—and what the rebel yell rnlly sounded

like.
1t sounded like . . . Well, sir, there
are as many variations as there are
crooners mumbling, sobbing or shriek-
ing “I'm Walking Behind” on as many
different juke box platters. The staid
New Oruzans Tmves-PICAYUNE comes
up with one, which it recorded years
a.o at an old soldiers' home, and it
reports that ‘“onme gentleman, distin-
guished by his Jefferson Davis beard,
added to his rendition of the rebel yell
the stentorian phrase: ‘Give 'em hell,
boys!'” ¢
This may recall to the Tives-Picayune,
as it does to us, the magnificant career
of Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. A,
who .ran afoul of a Yankee sniper at
Plnl Mountain. Llh Brig. Gen. William
N. Pendleton, chief of artillery of the
Army of Northern Virginia, Polk was a
elngan-h fact he had attained the
Bishop of Louis-
Iml.hof l. Merton Coulter in Tuz

cry: “While we kill their bodies, may
the Lord have mercy on their sinful
souls—FIRE!"

But to get back to the old soldier in
the Jeff Davis beard and his amend.
ment to the rebel yell. This was a phrase
credited to Maj. Gen. Frank Cheatham,
who used to send his Tennessee division
into battle with the rallying cry, “Give
‘em hell, boys, give "em hell!"

On one occasion Bishop-Gen. Polk
inherited Cheatham’s division. He was
a soldier, true, but he was also a church-
man of great restraint and dignity, and
no oath would pass his lips. The time
came for the charge. Would Polk fire
his men with Cheatham's fighting cry?
He wouldn't, but he would get the idea
across. And he did. He rose in his saddle
and shouted to the men of Tennessee:

Give 'em what Cheatham says, boys,
give 'em what Cheatham says!

And they did.

The fellow who keeps his mouth shut
even when he is right is not necessarily
a weak, spineless’ individual—maybe he
is married —Greexwoop (Miss.) Com:
MONWEALTH.

Taking advantazes of opportunities is
the best way to illustrate the difference
between pessimism and optimis:
Portsmoutn Stan

: -

“There's nothing wrong with you, you're Just stupid”

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief.

from publication in the discretion of the editors, The Ne

Ex-Godfrey Fan
Haos Had Enough

Marmn, N. C
Editors The News
NO’IILLD a few.days ago front
page stories of Arthur God-
frey flying too low and “reckless
flying,” as some of our drivers
do. They get fined or put in the
clink. He blamed it on the air
current, the same as reckless
driver blames the road being
rough and bumpy. Poor fellow in
the car gets the works, fined or
g0 to the clink, He goes free

When Godfrey fired one of his
best artists, Julivs La Rosa, in
public, at that, it was the last
straw, 1, too, have worked for
some rather big companies and
whenever 1 was fired, only ence,
they called me into the bosses’
off'ce and quietly told me so,
which was quite proper, and is
still being adhered to by big peo-
ple and firma.

Why does this Godfrey fellow
also think he can disobey laws of
aviation and give a flimsy excuse
of the wind, if he is really a great
aviator?

1 have a television set, used to
listen to his program over our
Charlotte station, but even when
1 did, he never really spent any
of his money, t.° his sponsor's
‘money to find talent. What has he
got? The McGuire Sisters, only
fair; a mixed racial quartet that
couldn’t even make the legitimate
stage; and a lot of letters and
funny replies that only his hired
help laughs at. His TV audience
doesn't.

When Chesterfield turned him
down on their contract, they as
hig other TV listeners knew he was
through as a TV entertainer. He
is as far as I'm concerned, and
hundreds of others of my neigh-
bors that have TV sets never lis-
ten to him.

~C. A, PERRY

Two Developments

Please Writer
Pittsbors
Editors, ¥he News:
WO things of recent occur
rence give me more salisfac-
tion than anything that has hap-
pened in a long time, which are:
(1) The State Dept. and the
Pentagon have now come around
to the conclusion that commu-
nism and our concept of democ-
raey can coexist in the world
and that the type of aggression
that we will attempt to stop is
that which is calculated to lead
to a general or global war.
For instance, we will not at-
fempt to prevent aggression in
Korea except beyond the armis-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
UN(‘LB DAN Reed of New
York, venerable chairman of
the tax-writing Ways & Means
Committee, may have high-hat-
ted President Eisenhower, but
he's being deliberately highhand-
ed with Democratic members
of his own committee.

When the President invited Reed
to the White House to discuss tax-
es, the 78-year-old “law-unto-him-

self”’ Congressman sailed off to
Panama. Now back in Washing-
fon, he is ramming complicated
changes in the t:x laws through
his m mmittee as if operating an
M48

In |he pnl Unele Dan was a
stickler for methodical considera-
tion of tax legislation. He de-
manded that congressmen be
given time to study each amend-
ment.

“We're going fo take plenty of
time to study the recommenda-
tions of the Treasury Depm-

" he used to say, “but we're

gmu 1o write this bill ourselves.
* Neither the

nor anyone

S

tice line, or in Asia generally
only “if there were open Red
Chinese Army aggression there”,
to use the Secretary of State's
own words.

In short, material and men
may be given Indochina by Red
China so long as the men are
volunteers and the materiel in
the nature of the Marshall Plan
aid, which we have advanced to
France within the past year to
the amount of 600 million dol-
lars. To bring the matter home,
it means that we will not inter-
vene in the French-Indochina
war, which many of us feared
we would do. For the present, at
least, the status quo in both Asia
and Africa will be recognized
by our government.

And T am going to add just
here, which I have not seen ad-
vanced hy any of our officials or
commentators, the thought that
we are decidedly at a handicap
in dealing with the peoples of
Asia and Africa which neither
Russia nor China has.

The white man is suspeet in
both Asia and Africa. Under the
colonial system, these peoples
were flimflammed and pushed
around like buttons on a check-
erboard, just as we did the In.
dians here. They are coming
into their own now, and they
have good memories. We are not
actually guilty, but we are white
and from the West, which means
that we must serve a term of
probation.

We haye gone all out to help
Indonesia obtain her freedom
and get going. Frank Graham,
a eon~T'ator par excellence, gave
her all he had; but all the avail-
able evidence indicates that we
are still distrusted by her Keo—
ple. When the peoples of Asi
and Africa are disillusioned, as
they will be, we can then deal
on better than equal terms with
Red China and Russia. But we
must have patience. The mills
of the Gods grind slowly, but
exceedingly fine.

And the other matter of sat.
isfaction is the apparent curb-
ing of McCarthy. He has been
operating all along without ju-
risdiction. His committee is the
old Senate audit and expendi.
tures commitee, and he is chair-
man of a subcommittee. He has
no. authority to engage in ideo-
logical inquisition. He has as-
sumed such by pure main
strength and awkwardness, and
the Senate has heretofore
afraid to challenge his assumed

power,
But recently the fall commit-
tee has defied him. It has sent

some of his recent eitations for

The writer's name and address must be given, hut may be withheld
reserves the right to condemse,

contempt to the Justice Dept. to
be studied, which, of course,
means that they will not be fa-
vorably acted upon; that is, pros
ecution will nmot be recom:
mended.

Lest 1 be misunderstood, 1
wish to say that 1 detest every:
thing about communism. On the
other hand, I do not mean to
sit silently by while our free-
doms are chiseled away by men
“well meaning, but without un-
derstanding”, as that great old
jurist, Brandeis, sald of the ef-
forts to enforce prohibition by
destroying the privacy and sanc-
tity of home life and business
life, We are already compromis-
ing our freedoms at an alarm-
ingly rapld rate.

—JOHN W. HESTER

Panel Publicity
Pleased Parents

Charlotte
Editors, Tue News:
HE Parents League feels that
the success of its panel, “Is
Parental Authority Obsolete?"
was guaranteed by the splendid
publicity is received.
We are very grateful for the
excellent articles printed in The
ews. They not only presented
cur most recent activity to the
public but interpreted most
clearly the purpose and aims of
our_organizal
Thank you for your interest
and . cooperation.
—ll!! R. 8. AI“NI‘I'II' JR.
Secretary

Footnote From
A Jeffersonian

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

AY T add a postscript to your

interesting editorial in Wednes-
day's News, titled, “A Good Line,
but mot Jefferson's?"”

Ralph Waldo Emerson,

1882, in his Essay on Pllllicl.
said: “The less government we
have, the better — the fewer
laws and the least confided pow-
er," which is perhaps the origin
of this gem of wisdom, See Bart.
lett's Familiar Quotations, 1ith
Edition.

And one can understand !hl( the
followers of Jefferson might well
attribute it to him, vdmo name is
well known, whereas, if it Ind
been attributed to I.b- author, no
one would have remeémbered il

. H, STONE
(Note: Yes, it was Emerson's
quote we substituted between edi-
tions in the original il Jan.
6 after we
didn't say it. Eds, The News.)

Lee Appointment To FCC
Questioned By Monroney

By MARQUIS CHILDS

'WASHINGTON
PIIIIAPI THE most curlous
intment the Eisenhower
A ation hn yet made Is
that of Robert E. Lee to
mlmh of the Federal Commun-
jons Commission. Lee has no
ualifications n exper-
ckground for the post
and his selection seems to have
surprised him as much as it did
his friends

He has been assoclated with
those who lead and finance (he
!llum- reactionary Isolationist
I8 the reason, apart
lmm his lack of experience in
the communications field, why
some senators have qu(-«(lontd
his_nomination.

First an lcmnunl. then an
FBI agent, Lee became director
nf lnvuu tions for the House

jons  Committee. In
lhll hl\er capacity he came to
ow Sen. Joseph McCarthy, Re-

Mlcnn. of Wisconsin. From the
f\‘llel of the House committee came
the list of alleged Communists in
government—ranging from more
than 200 down o 57 as McCar:
thy spoke in various places —
which first gave the senator na-
tional prominence.

A little later when McCarthy
sot out to defeat Sen ‘«thrd
Tydings with charges vhite-
wash in the inquiry m\n L.olmnu
nists in government, Lee gave
McCarthy help, It was not shown,
however, that he had any part in
the “back street” aspect of that
campaign which was con-
demned by a Senate committee.
TIED WITH HUNT

Much of the questioning uf Lee
during a brief hearing into his
nomination by the Senate Inter-
state Commerce Commiltee
turned on his_relationship with
H. L. Hunt and the Facls Forum
that Hunt finances out of his fab-
ulous fortune in eil.

Facts Forum gets well over a
million dollars a year in free ra-
dio and television time with t
claim that it is an impartial pres:
entation of current issues and
therefore an educational program
entitled to free lime. Hunt can
charge the other costs off as an
income tax deduction and he ap-
peals for contributions on the
score of the deductibility.

Recently Fact Forum's claim to
impartiality has been challenged.
The most thorough amalysis of
Hunt's whole operation thus far
has been in a series of articles
by reporter Ben Bagdikian in the
Providence, Rhede Island, Journ-
al-Bulletin. The serles concluded
that the “net effect” is “to dis-
seminate fear, suspicion and di-
visive propagan

Facts Forum has sponsored the
literature of racists and dema-

gogues, some of whom are
connected with faseist or
tons on the attorney gen
subversive list. After & vnrelul
survey of the Facts Forum ra-
dio and TV programs, reporter

casls was to make lsolationism,
roaction and McCarthylsm the al-
mnullvl to Lreason or stupidity,
He wrol

“The reAnlll of this, If carried
Into the entire field of mass com:
munications, could be to Increass
the prossures dividing

Ip hat
plelonl which did not e
fore."
Sen. Mike

Demo-
ocrat of Oklahoma, & member

Monroney,

of the commerce committee,
wsked Lee about his connection
with Hunt. He replied that he
had been moderator on Facts
Forum's first three television
shows for which he had
paid $400, Later he sa'd he re-
turned $100 of this to Hunt. But
he also sald that he belleved
Facts Forum, to be impartial.
PROPAGANDA WEAPON

This was the point at issue be-
tween Lee and Monroney, who ex-
pressed his fear of the creation
of a great propaganda machine
which by its very weight would
tend to crush the kind of dissent
and criticism essential in a fres
society. This is no idle fear. The
power of the FCC over the mass
communications industry, togeth-
er with the timidity of those who
control that dim industry, add up
to discourage anything vaguely
“controversial’’ and encourage re-
act'on and divisive fears.

When former President Traman
used the word “MeCarthyism"
his reply to the Brownell charge
that he had knowingly appointed
a Russian spy to high office, Sen.
McCarthy demanded equal time
on radio and TV networks. He
warned that if any stations carry.
ing the Truman talk failed to car-
ry his speech, he would enter a
complaint with the FCC. On the
commission is his friend, Lee,
and a second commissioner, John
Doerfer, formetly active in Wis-
consin politics and appointed with
the approval of McCarthy and the
senlor senator from Wisconsin,
Alsxander Wiley.

Recently Hunt made a personal
application in competition = with
others for a talevision channel
in Corpus Cheisti, Texas. He was
permitted to change his applica-
tion and then was awarded an
uncontested channel by unanimons
vote of the FCC, including the
vote of Commissioner Lee.

Job For The Readers?

(Reprinted From TIME Magazine)

WHEN Senator Joe McCarthy
began his investigation of
possible security leaks in the
Army Signal Corps at Fort Mon-
mouth last October, the New
ork Times reported it in great
detail. The stories, whose chief
source was McCarthy's own daily
triefing of reporters on what went
on in the closed session, resulted
in such Times headlines as:
“Rosenberg Called Radar Spy
Leader”: “Radar Witness Breaks
Down: Will Tell All About Spy
Ring" and "Monmouth Figure
Linked to Hiss Ring."

Last wesk, more than three
months after the investigation
Legan, the Times got around to
telling its readers how much
truth there was behind the head.
lines. In a series of three arti-
cles, Reporter Peter Kihss con-
cluded that the investigation had
not only turned up nothing new
in the way of security leaks or
esplonage Im\ had actually de=ply

le of scientists
and other Hmmmh employes.
Reported Kihss:

““Neither the subcommittee nor
the Army has yet charged any
g?unl Monmouth employe with

ing a Communist now or an
esplonage agent now. The sub-
committee’s intimations on pos-
sible past or present espionage
temain far from courtroom evi-

In an edtorial, the Times
owned up to the fact that its
readers had been misled, said:

“Army investigators found no
spies, and neither had Senator Mc-
Carthv, yet the Senator was given
sensational heaglines /Jast Octo-
ber on supposed espionage nud
communism at  Monmouth.

For the newspapers, Fort Mon:

mouth has been a lesson that will
not quickly be forgotten, but the
reading public should understand
that it is difficull, if not impos-
#ible, to ignore charges by Sena-
tor McCarthy just because they
ore usually proved exagierated
orHu The remedy lies with the

ader.”

Aclunllm the Times was grap-
pling with a problem that has
hymled many another newspa-

getting across to
m readers while stil conforming
1o long-established stas s of
Journalistic “objectivity”, Under
those standards, an observation
by Senator MeCarthy is reported
in the same '"objective” manmer
as a quote from President Ei-

The fact is that U. § daily
journalism has not yet achieved

in a speech by Turner Catledge,

the Times' own manading edi
for: “A new responsibility has
heen added to that of collecting
and presenting the facts. I refer
fo the responsibility of explana-
tion. Explanation terpreta-
tion are, indeed, new dimensions
of the news."

Quate, Unquote

In nursery school

says it's “a place where they
children who hit, not tor
hit, and children who don't hit

to hit back."—Nashville Banner,

Reed Ignores Democrats On Tax Body

elte is going to pre-empt the con-
stitutional functions of the com-
mittee in writing the tax laws.”

That, of course, was dllrh!l a

period whe
Iarlely in conlml of the WIYI E
leans Committee, Now ;ﬂt

are on

drafted by Colin Stamm, the tax
adviser who in lu:rn confers with
outside “‘professi

Secret Adwun

Just who these ‘“‘professionals”
are was even long secret
from the Democratic members of
The Ways & Means Committee,
Since the tax laws have to be
obeyed by mrr taxpayer, large
ornmlll laws are
o be mlc'al in open hearings
where every taxpayer can knmow
‘what vlnunnpr-uby-m

m.mﬁmm




