J. E. DOWD..
B. 8. GRIFFITH.
C A

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

1888—Sixty-Fifth Anniversary Year—1083
THOMAS L. ROBINSON

-General Manager
-.Executive Editor
Editor

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 1954

Seawell Backers Are On Solid Ground

HERBERT F. Seawell Jr. of Carthage
has long been one of this state's most
prominent and capable Republicans.

He is also a capable lawyer.

As Republican candidate for governor
In 1952, he conducted a high-level, rigor-
ous campaign.

He is, by training and ability as well
as by political considerations which enter
into selection of U. S. attorneys, well-
qualified for the. job of U. . attorney
for North Carolina’s Middle District, a po-
sition which he has openly sought, with
the endorsement of a distinguished array
of leading North Carolina Republicans
and Democrats, members of the bench
and bar.

No other candidate for the position is
as well-qualified. None other has received
any appreciable amount of support.

Yet the position is being denied him.
1t is being denied him by Attorney Gen-
eral Brownell, who recently said he did
not have time to discuss the matter with
North Carolina Republicans, They reason
that the attorney general may be unhape

py with Seawell because of his sugges-
tion, after the attorney general disinter-
red the Harry Dexter White case, that
the GOP ought to quit digging up dead
Democrats and come up with some live
Republicans.

Mr. Seawell stands by his statement.
“The day when high-up Republicans can't
take any criticism”, he says, “will be a
sorry day for our party.”

And state Republican leaders, with
backs arched, have come out fighting in
defense of Seawell. They believe it “in-
credible” that he should be rejected.
Tuesday they repeated their request to
the attorney general that he be ap-
pointed.

The Seawell backers are on solid
ground. Their candidate is the kind of
live Republican, all too scarce in these
parts, who could ably serve North Caro-
lina and at the same time help the Re-
publican Party in this state. The attorney
general has made what appears to be a
spiteful decision. If he has the courage
to reverse himself, his party and this
state will profit.

Reminder Of A Fundamental Freedom

MONDAY the Supreme Court soundly

spanked the censors. 1t did so by
unanimously reversing state bans against
two.movies, one dealing with murder and
gangsterism, the other with love life in
old Vienna.

The Court did not send down an opin-
fon with its reversal. Instead the Court
merely referred to its decision in Tue
MiracLE case two years ago. At that time
the justices upset a ban on the film,
‘which was said to be “sacrilegious” and
declared that “expression by means of
motion pictures is included within the
free speech and free press guaranty of
the First and Fourteenth Amendments.”

The Court's action should not be con-
strued as an invitation to the showing of

immoral pictures. There are, after all,
laws that will penalize persons who
show obscene films, just as there are
libel and slander laws which restrain
the press and individuals. Furthermore
the Court stopped short of banning all
film censorship, although two of the
justices, Douglas and Black, would have
taken that further step.

What the Court did was simply remind
the country of a fundamental freedom,
one which the zealous self-appointed and
state-selected censors must be constantly
reminded of. The ruling will help restore
the power of movie “censorship” to its
rightful wielder, the person who steps
up to, or stays away from, the box office.

For A Big Job, An Able Man

MORE, perhaps, than any other type

of business, a bank is an imper-
sonal thing which tends to submerge
the personalities of the men who run it
into the blended personality of the: in-
stitution. And, of necessity, this must be
50, for men come and go while a bank's
reputation and character grow from
decade to decade.

Even so, the success of a bank is
determined by the collective acumen and
judgment of human beings, and a strong
executive will always leave an imprint
upon a bank’s past, present, and future.

So it was, for many years, that the
late Word H. Wood came to symbolize
the American Trust Co. And then came
Torrence E. Hemby, who joined Mr.
‘Wood when the bank was less than five
rm old and who served as president

or the past eleven years. And now a

young man of warm personality and
gréat ability, Addison H. Reese, has been
chosen to carry on in the presidency,
with Mr. Hemby moving to the chair-
manship of the board.

Of Mr. Reese, we expect the same
good judgment, the same “imagination,
the same awareness of American Trust's
key role in the community and the
region, that his predecessors displayed.

One reason that Charlotte has become
a great financial center is that the men
who run Charlotte’s banks have always
had full confidence in their community.
And in making our manners to Messrs,
Hemby, Reese and their associates of
the American Trust Co., we note, with
considerable satisfaction, that there is
no tendency among any of Charlotte's
bankers to exalt the past as a guide to
the future,

Congressmen Restrict Their Competition

T LAST count, there had been seven
rounds of general wage increases
since 1948. One class of worker, however,
has not benefited by a single one of
them. Congressmen still get the $12,500
a year, plus $2,500 for expenses, they
received in 1046, And the expense
money, previously tax-free, was made
taxable beginning last year.

Why do congressmen refuse to hoost
their pay, when it is admittedly insuffi-
cient to maintain two homes, travel to,
from and within their constituencies and
entertain folks from back home?

Many legislators say they don't believe
their constituents would stand for it, and
that congressmen ought to set an example
of economy.

There is another reason that they don't
mention, and which is compelling enough
to tip the scales in favor of a pay raise.
It is that the salary, because it can't

candidates of modest means.

An 18-member commission which has
been studying judicial and congressional
salaries has proposed that the salary be
raised to $27,500, including expenses.
The commission also proposed that the
pay of associate justices of the Supreme
Court be raised from $25,000 to $39,500
(the chief justice, in each case, getting
$500 more), and that federal and district
Judges get substantial pay increases.

‘We have long advocated pay increases
for all these jobs, and hope the present
Congress does grant substantial raises,
Of course, some congressmen aren’t
worth the money they receive now. But
the pay raise ought to induce many men,
who are worth more than the proposed
salary, to offer for Congress. If the leg
islators don't come through with the
Taises, we shall suspect they are unduly

cover expenses,
in congressional races, rules out capable

From The Wall Street Journal

in their own perpetuation in
office, rather than economy.

VALUES IN A NAME

INNnYnttheothrdayMr.‘l‘mmn
told a taxicab driver who sought his
autograph that the only signature of real
value in this country is that of Button
Gwinnett, a signer of the Declaration of
Independence.

Mr. Gwinnett was a merchant, and a

i

and of course a “Harry S. Truman'

however. Personally, we like to get our
hands on as many autographs of Ivy
Baker Priest and G. W. Humphrey as we

‘Security’ Firings Are 'Amateurish Political Fakery

By STEWART & JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON
INCE he returned from
France to seek (he Presi-

dency, Dwight D, Eisenhower has
been sold a good many lemons
in the name of “smart politics.”
But about the worst lemon he
has been sold.yet is the strategy,
worked out by certain of the Ad«
ministration's amateur Machia-
vellies, for dealing with the
“Communist Issue.”

As an example of this strategy
in action, take the Administra-
tion's repeated boasts about the
145 = now 2200 ~ people
have been fired {rom the govern-
ment as “security risks.” The
privately  admitted pose of
these “‘security fir} has been
to “grab the Commie issue away
from Joe McCarthy.”

The idea has been to under-cut
McCarthy by broadcasting the
notion that the new administra-
tion found the government crawl-
ing with subversives; promptly
fired the lot; and thus left Mec-
Carthy with nothing further to do
but twiddle his thumbs. The story
of the State Department's se-
curity firings demonstrates how
this was to be accomplished.
HOW IT WAS DONE

A grand total of 306 State De-
partment security firings have
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for its , you will be
pleased to know that scientists
are beginning to wonder
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At a recent session of the In-

day while
lar Affairs Commitice debated
Hawaiian statehood behind closed
doors. However, this column can
report that the stately, near-em-
pty hearing room was rocked by
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“It begins to look as though it

been ced. According to re-
liable , this Impressive —
even [rightening = total was ar-
rived at In the following manner.
In the first place, the word was
passed down through Assistdnt
Secretary Scott McLeod's Se
curily and Personnel Office that
what was wanted was the largest
possible total of such firings.
niques—both palpably
dishonest—~were therefore used to
swell the total. The files of those
State Department employes who
were in the process of resigning

who —always a considerable number,

since there is a constant turn-
over—were carefully scrutinized.
In the raw files of any govern-
ment worker who Is not a zombie,
there Is pretty sure to be some
morsel of gossip which can be
labelled  “derogatory informa-
tion.” Wherever the raw files
provided the skightest excuse for
80 doing, the names of those who
were resigning anyway were add-
ed—without their knowledge—to
the grand total of State Depart-
ment security firings. .

About half the State Department
total was arrived at in this way.
If the same proportion holds
throughout the government, there
must be more than a théusand
government workers who have
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resigned with a clear conscience
and what they thought to be a
clear record, and who wére naver-
theless listed officially as having
been fired as security risks.

. ANOTHER TWIST

The second technique was just
s dishonest, Large numbers of
people were being _transferred
from the administrative control
of the State Department to Har-
old Stassen's Foreign Ald outfit
and to the newly independent In-
formation Agency. Many of these
people were transferred “‘with
the warning flag up" and then
listed as State Department secur-
ity firings — although the great
majority were cleared on fur-
ther investigation, and never fired
at all.

In the vast majority of thess
cases there was no question what-
soever of disloyalty or pro-com-
munism. In about nineteen out of
twenty cases, the reason, il any,
for the firing was heavy drink-
ing, temperamental unsuitability,
or the like. Where there was
some pro-communist charge, it
was often on the order of the
charge against one female gov-
ernment  worker, who was ac-
cused of “sympathetic associa-
tion" with her husband. This
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waii May Upset Balance
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woman appealed the charge, and
on further investigation her hus-
band turned out to be a rather
mousy follow, who had never
taken an interest in politics.

In short, there was not a sin-
gle case of actual subversion in
all the State Department's se-
curity firings — and it is doubt.
ful if there was one such case
throughout the government. Yet
to 99 out of a 100 people, th
news that there have been a la
number of security firings me:
that this number of Communl
and subversives have actually
been uncovered in the govern-
ment.

SCHEME EXPOSED

Under the circumstances, it is
surprising that any self-respect-
ing person will work for the gov-
ernment at all. What is even
more surprising is that anyone
should have thought that ‘his
amateurish political fakery
should mot be exposed for what
it is. Apparently it never oc-
curred ‘to the geniuses who
thought up the scheme that
someone might ask for a breaks
down of the security firings. .

Thus when reporters asked Civ-
il Service Commission Chairman
Phillip Young for such a break-
down he could only reply fatuous-

Iy that he
bt
jove the “average

lnlelr‘nlcd elther. The story of the
State Department firings make

the reason for this awkward eva:

slon perfectly obvious.

Put what [s downright in-
credible is that m&‘nm could
have supposed that (his sort of
slick numbers game was gn el-
fective way (o under-cut Me-
Carthy. McCarthy hat already,
of course, profited heavily from
the whole business—such as he
profited heavily from Atty. Gen.
Brownell's attack on ex-President
Truman, which was also supposed
to steal the show from M.
Carthy. McCarthy has used the
administration's fake figures to
“prove” his own ancient, dis-
credited charges against the State
Dept,  According to report, the
President himself, and chief presic
dent himself, and chief presi-
dential aide Sherman Adams, are
beginning to realize that they
were sold a lemon, and are by no
means pleased by the realization.
It so, this may help the admin-
istration's amateur Machiavellies
to understand that they are no
equals to Sen. McCarthy, when it
comes to slick potitical flim-flam-
mery.

The ‘New Eisenhower’ Faces
Series Of Critical Tests

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
IN THE weeks just ahead,
President Eisenhower faces
a series of tests as critical as
any in his long career. The
threads of fate are curiously in-
terwoven in such a way that fail-
ure could put in great peril all
that Eisenhower has stood for. It
is hardly necessary to add that
his own reputation, his wide
popularity, are also in the bal-
ance,

In view of what lies just ahead
it is important to examine the
“New Eisenhower"" in whom the
President’s associates and friends
put renewed confidence and trust.
They see the new Eisenhower as
master of a situation which in
the first months of the Presiden-
cy was inevitably strange and
alien.

To begin with, Eisenhower and
his team have gone a long way
toward mastering the most diffi-
cult job in the world. It took
time, as it would for any man,
even an experienced politician, to
get on top of the formidable as-

se. Particularly
out. of power fof
period of trial and

certain.

BASIC LESSON

But the learning process, if
one accepls hopeful view of
e “New Eisenhower,” is more
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be a vote of no confidence by &
majority of his party.

Apart from his long condition-
ing in the army, there is another
and perhaps more significant ex-
planation for the failures of omis-
sion and commission in the first
year, That is the President’s im-
perfect knowledge of the Ameri-
can system of government. It was
a schoolbook knowledge, prior to
his entrance into politics for the
first time at the age of 61, lack-
ing an understanding of the prac-
ticalities, the realities, that modi-
fy the theory.

This reporter recalls a Jong dis-
cussion with Eisenhower when he
was president of Columbia Uni-
versity. The Democratic National
Convention in Philadelphia was
in a turmoil over whether to re-
nominate Harry Truman as their
Presidential candidate. Most of
the New Dealers in Americans
for Democratic Action were for
bypassing Truman because, so
they believed, he could mot be
reelected. Many — Leon Hen-
derson, James and Franklin
Roosevelt Jr., and others — came,
out publicl; for drafting Eisen-'
hower as the Democratic can-
didate,

This disturbed Eisenhower for
several reasons. He said he did,
not want to run for President.
And he did not agree with the po-
litical views of the New Dealers
who  pro to draft him. He
was a states righter, he thoughti
that his views in general woald

with of Sen. Harry
F. Byrd of Virginia. That was
his outlook on government four
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