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A USEFUL GUIDE FOR PUBLIC APPEALS

ASTY readers might get the impres-

sion that sponsors of the local chap-
ter of the National Foundation for Infan-
tile Paralysis will not be permitted to
conduct a 1954 drive because the Solici-
tations Information Committee did not
approve the campaign.

That is not the case. The committee has
no legal power to prevent anyone from
conducting a campaign. It is purely a vol-
untary community agency, representing
many groups and organizations, formed
to “examine and evaluate” public appeals
and either approve them or withhold its
approval as a guide to potential donors.

The committee’s only weapon is public
opinion, as reflected in the willingness of
donors to accept the committee’s opinion
and be guided by it in making or with-
holding gifts.

It should be understood that the com-
mittee, in withholding its approval of the
upcoming polio drive, was not in any way
critical of the work done by the Founda-
tion through the years. On the contrary,
it noted that the Foundation had done
good work in this community.

As a matter of routine, the solicitations
committee asks for a complete financial
report from every sponsor of a public
campaign. Without an audit of what was
done with funds in the past year, and
what will be done with the new funds,
the committee would have no way of
knowing whether the cause was just and
the campaign goal reasonable.

EMPHASIS TURNS FROM

RD\I 1913 to 1922 there were 597
Iynchings in the United States.
During the next decadle there were 175.
And from 1933 to 1942, 103,
From 1943 to 1951 there were 21,
(Three in '49, two in '50 and one in '51.)
And during the past two years there

+ have been none.

Thus has the United States stamped out

! a vicious form of mobocracy that blighted
+ the nation

The Tuskegee Institute, which has
annually compiled the lynching record,
has decided that lynching has lost its sig-
nificance as an index of race relations. A
new, positive system of measurement will
be inaugurated this year by the Institute,
one which takes into account income, vot-

It is the national policy of the Infantile
P s Foundation not to make public
complete and detailed audits of its finan-
cial transactions. In declining to furnish
such Information to the local solicitations
committee, the chairman of the Mecklen-
burg County chapter made it clear he
was governed by national policy.

The solicitations committee had no alter-
native but to withhold its approval from
the polio drive. The decision took some
courage, for the Infantile Paralysis Foun-
dation enjoys widespread popularity.

In our opinion, the committee made
the right decision. We know of no valid
reason why any organization that asks for
public contributions should not be willing
to make public a complete annual audit.
Refusal to do so indicates either contempt
for public opinion, or fear that such an
audit would disclose excessive costs of
raising funds or other improprieties

The committee also disapproved the
American Korean Foundation appeal and
the International Rescue Committee be-
cause they have no local sponsor, refuse
to submit a budget to the National Infor-
mation Bureau, and employ expensive
fund-raising techniques.

THE News has long felt that some kind
of public information committee was
needed in Charlotte so that donors might
be more fully advised about the many
appeals made to them. The value of such
a committee has been firmly established
by this week's action.

A SUBDUED EVIL

ing participation, education and employ-
ment.

As emphasis is turned from an evil that
is no more, white and Negro alike can
take pride in this great gain in race rela-
tions. Now the issue moves onto a higher
plane. With the decline of the poll tax as
a prerequisite of voting, and the equaliza-
fion of educational opportunities, the
burden of becoming active and informed
participants in democracy will be upon the
Negroes. Adjusting the inequities in in-
come and employment rests jointly on
both races. In this field the white em-
ployer who offers a job, heretofore filled
exclusively by white persons, to a quali-
fied Negro, will be getting at the roots
of the problem.

NOW THE FRENCH ARE BEING ‘CORNQUERED’

HE ‘“Coca-Colonization” of Europe,

much lamented by French wine-
growers, may be a minor revolution come
pared with a new development which
will, perhaps, come to be known as “corn-
quest”.

Eurofieans, you know, long have looked
down their noses at corn, that strictly
American crop which has sustained
Indians, mountaineers, and the Midwest.
‘They regard corn as fit food for cattle or
hogs. But for humans? “Mais mon, mon-
sieur!” During the late war the Franco.
American alliance once was strained when
a boatload of corn instead of wheat, went
to France through an error in translation.

But corn, now, is sprouting up all over
the continent. A $40,000 expenditure in
hybrid seed corn, made last year by the
U. N. Food and Agricultural Organization,
has resulted in a 60-fold inerease in the

From The Wall tSreet Journal

value of the European corn erop. On top
of this development, some enterprising ex-
Gls have overcome Parisians' disregard
for popcorn, and are doing a thriving
business with street-corner sales.

Soon, possibly corn-on-the-cob will take
its place alongside the escargots and pate
dg¢ fois gras on French menus. Cafe au
lait and delicious French bread will be
shunted aside in favor of cornpone and corn
flakes, and little Pierre will gleefully cut
masks of Hopalong from the containers
and send in his boxtops. Perhaps even
some of America's cornier music will be
preferred to Piaf.

Dismal times are ahead for American
expatriates who yearn to get away from
American influences. Looks as if they'll
have to head for the French Quarter of
New Orleans.

WHAT IS YOUR AMERICA?

HAT is America? When we who live

here fry o tell the rest of the world
what it is, the spirit becomes elusive. The
Voice of America, subsidized by the state
and reporting the affairs of state, cannot
speak with America’s voice. The books,
pamphlets, speeches, newspapers speak
with many voices. To which voice shall
they listen?

A young German girl asked the ques-
tion of Lewis Gannett, book critic for the
New York HeraLp Trisune. She had been
reading books about the tobacco roads,
the Okies, the disenchanted and the de-
generate, the extravagant rich and the
tired poor. Surely this was not the Amer-
ica, and these not the people, that made
up the spirit which was the hope of the
world. What book could she read that
would speak for the real America?

Mr. Gannett could not answer. But he

asked people who have written many
books about America. This is what John
Steinbeck wrote in reply:
- “The German girl student asks ques-
tions which should be answered. In effect
she asks . , . ‘Who speaks for America?’
She demands authority—finality, She
would like to pin America to a board—
examine it, dissect it, identify it. Well,
she can't do it. There are no such books
because there is no such America.

“Our writers, except those Wlmully
inspired, do not say, ‘This is America.
They say—This is a part I know and love
and criticize and understand and also it
is only my attitude toward that part.”

“I ean think of only one book for this
girl. Let her read very carefully the tele-
of our cities. The

of names will

this with an Atlas with large-scale maps,
she might be more aware that her search
for ‘The Book” is in vain.

“The German girl takes a dim view of
any humorous*or amused attitude on the
part of a writer. She feels that this is sin.
ful in these grim times. I submit that grim
though they are—these are also the most
ridiculous times in all history. A reason-
ably detached man must find them very
funny. Historians will hardly believe them
—the humorless comic-opera Kremlin,
Berlin split down the middle and fed by
air lift, armies marching and counter-
marching nowhere, nations threatening
each other knowing that a war will de-
stroy both of them, whole peoples whose
full preoccupation is escape to the moon,
the skies full of flying saucers, great in-
ventions in the hands of children. Call it
grim if you wish but it is also pretty silly.

“Europeans seem o believe that the
last book about America speaks for Amer-
ica. McCarthy speaks for America, Nixon
speaks for America, Adlai Stevenson
speaks for America, Does your corre-
spondent know that Al Capp and Fred
Allen also speak for America, that Steve
‘Canyon is a voice—that Rodgers and Ham-
merstein and Frank Loesser (composer of
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye' and ‘Praise the
Lord and Pass the Ammunition’) are
voices, that Mickey Mouse and the Minute
Women have their places? . . .

“I feel that your correspondent should
know that if anyone presumes fo speak
for and about All America, he is a fool,
a demagogue or a liar. She ‘will find some
of America in all of our books from com-
ies to the new translation of the Bible
and she will not find all of it anywhere,
for there are as many Americas as there
are Americans.” -

‘

A Number Of Things Made It
Good To Be Alive In 1953

By FREDERICK C. OTHMAN

WASHINGTON

ININETEEN fifty-three struck me

as being a first-class, bangup
year and I'm going to miss it,
1f 1054 is as good, there'll be ng,
complaints from me.

End of the shooting in Korea
was 1053's greatest nccomplish-
ment, but the old year came up
with a number of other items that
helped make it good to be alive

The Electric Boat Co., of New
London, Conn., sent me a formal
invitation to the launching of the
Nautilus, world's first atomic-pow-
ered submarine, This event in it-
self should help to keep the peace,
but it indicates also that atoms at
long last are about to be put to
practical use

I trust that the champagne bot-
tle breaks cleanly across the Nau.
tilus’ bow and that in her wake
will flow all manner of peace-
ful atomic developments. Good old

brought us color television.
It also provided a few bargains,
for a change
AUTOMOBILE DEALS

Especially have 1 been pleased
by the automobile hoys seeking my
favor again, They're offering deals
exactly as they did in the dear,
dead days 1 still recall, and paint
jobs in any flavor. A dealer here
in the deluxiest V-8 luxury car ever
made has been bombarding me
with letters, all offering immediate
delivery on any model

This is flattering to the ego of a
citizen who still drives a 1950 se-
dan with a bulging middle; it's
also in contrast to the last half
dozen years when a customer for
the $4,000 purring job had to wait
eight months for delivery.

The government sliced its op-
erating costs drastically in 1953
and promised another equally hefty
whack. It got ready to cut income
taxes by a solid 10 per cent, as of
Jan. 1, and that's the first good
news for taxpayers in a dozen
years.

Washington somehow seemed to
return part way to normal in 1953
and to us old residents that was

tle for socalled apartments in ‘el
lars, T know about these latter; I
lived in one for a
watched dampness coze through
the walls.

The velvet rope in our town h
disappeared; a fellow can get a
seat any time in any restaurant,
Ham has returned to the ham
sandwiches. Clerks in the stores
have gtulf to well and if it's elee-
trical equipment you want, a
whopping big discount usually is
available. 1f this is the recession
the big-domes have been talking
about here this week, 1 like it,
FARM LIFE

Life on the farm at McLean,
Va., was more good than bad in
1953. The push-button gadgetry in
the kitchen, the furnace with the
electronic controls and the red
tractor with headlights front and
rear (for plowing backward at
night) all functioned as perfectly
as the advertising promised,

The lack of horrendous blue
flashes, chewed-up crockery, bath
room droughts, and puffs of black
smoke in_ unexpecled places
caused 1 shortage of funny pleces
for the paper about this city man’s
operations in the country. But It
also made life in Fairfax County
a good deal more bearable and if
1 never again find cracked ice in
the crank case of the automatic

water pump (while its motor
spews sparks), I'll be just as
pleased

Fact is, our countryside is grow-
2 up. City water is coming our
v. So are sewers and subdivis
sions and I'm not

in

=

“When Do They Open This Place, Anyhow?’

Reconstruction A La Poirot

One of these days I'll be selling
my beaten-up acres al city lot
prices and be moving out a little
father into the woods.

Gift For Waltonians

(An_editorial from the
§t. Louls Post-Dispatch)

HE FOLLOWERS of Tzaak Wal-

ton are as devoted to the
Christmas season as any men,
since they have always been quick
to lift a cup or intone a song. Yet
they are less tussy than most about
finding their gifts under the Christ-
mas tree. After all, unless they are
of the distinctly marked species
which fishes fhrough the ice or
rows to the middle of a lake in
December wind, they will have no
use for new tackle before. the first
barely discernible winds of spring
Dblow along the rivers.

So hers is a present for the
patient, contemplative devotees of
the fly-rod, those anglers who, no
matter how much they enjoy the
sport, often get the smallest catch
for the greatest effort. The On.
tario Department of Lands and
Forests has o brand-new fish for
them, the splake. It is a hybrid,
half brook trout and half togue—
or namaycush as the Algonquins

Senator Douglas’

(An Editorial from The Louis-
ville Courier-Journal)

P.\UI. DOUGLAS, the scholarly
Senator from Illinois, an-
nounces after a long period of un-
certainty that he will run for re.
election next year, This is an item
of news that bears some looking
into the background of today
news generally and at the political
climate.

First it should be said that it is
reassuring news to the Senator's
Democratie party. Paul Douglas
has been a unique and distin-
guished figure in the Senmate, an
«economist and sociologist of stat-
ure, the author of an impressive
shelf of books that are practically
standard in their field.

The Senator went to Washington
from the campus of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, But long before
his spectacular victory in 1948
(some 400,000 majority over his
Republican opponent) he had
proved himself to be no mere
pedant. He had battled it out with

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

WHII.E Secretary of Commerce Weeks
bas been issuing bullish statements
about the economic outiook, he has sent
confidential instructions to his
subordinates to watch for signs of ‘a re-

nervous.

cession,

In a 13-point directive, not meant for
Weeks ordered his
section heads to report any change in
business statistics to him at once, so M

public consumption,

trends and programs as a basis for stimu-
lating growth and business stability; also,
as a basis for helping to restore stability
in the event of economic recession.”
‘eeks’ antidote in case of an economic
breakdown is the same system of controls
that he was in such a hurry to abolish
when he first took office. He ordered his
‘be prepared at all times to
establish and operate the industrial regu-
lations and wmrnli that have been (num

assistants to “

ring  war emergen

necessary
Sllocatin._and, Guirol of sirelegls. BAE
Fials, analysis of production capacity, sur

vey of facilities, ete”

However, the directive stressed that the
gnvlmmtlll should keep its nose out of
let private enterprise “do

if at all possible. The “job to
done,” Weeks pointed out, is only to
“advise” on the “health of our business

the job,
be d

system.*

The commerce secretary also suggested  for
ir tariffs as an economic pump-
primer, a proposal that clashes head-on
h “trade not
aid” policy. Weeks ordered his subordi-
nates 1o keep a watchful eye on (he. the

using highe

with President Eisenhower's

and Noah Webster prefer to call
the latter,

Experimental breeding of the
splake has oeen going on quietly
for a number of years, and the
D.LF. now is stocking some of
its waters with thousands of fin-
gerlings. ™e new fish is said to
have all > fighting prowess of
the squarc-tail and much of the
poundage of the namayeush.
And it is handsome—with a dark
green back, silver-blue sides, white
hv'lg and spots of pale yellow and

nk.

No fair-minded angler, true to
the Waltonian tradition, will look
a gift fish in the mouth, except
in removing his Royal Coachman.
Still, it would be nice to know
that the Ontario tourist eharmers
had modified the wariness of the
trout just a bit in the splake, just
enough to give the angler a rea-
sonable expectation of, say, two
good, hard strikes an hour and
his creel limit for the day.

Next Campaign

;rnloulnnal politicians as a mem-
ber of Chicago's City Council. He
was a combat veteran of World

War II, having enlisted in the

tough Marines at the age of 50

and incurring grievous wounds

a Pacific landing,
1t was these wounds that put

n.m under handicaps which would
have daunted other men, Few oth-

ers under the circumstances would

bave undertaken the zestful and
tireless campaign (1100 speeches)
which he plunged into five years

a o

For some time it has appeared
that the Republican gains in 1852
would have put Mr. Douglas into
an even more rigorous and exaet-
ing campaign next year and that
with his illness he was loath to
take it én, His decision now to do
50 is taken to mean that he and
his party are encouraged by re-
cent developments and clear, fresh
issues. The prospect for them ob-
viously is less dark and demand.
ing, The Senator's announcement

might easily be interpreted 1

augury.

i
@57 THE waAPY g P T S,

The Story Of Beria's Death

LONDON

}IERE IS A mystery story for

New Year's reading. It is a
reconstruction of the death of
Lavrenti Beria, made in the Her-
cule Poirot manner, but by a very
high authority. No ome can say
whether it is true or untrue, But
at least it fitc all the facts, which
no other theory does, Thus it has
a bit more current interest than
the ordinary paperback.

First, following the Poirot meth-
od, what-was the character of the
dead man?

Lavrenti Berla was a brilliant,
ruthless inteliectual who had the
reputation of knowing rather more

bout the real world than most of
his rivals in the airless fortress of
the Kremlin. He reached the pin-
nacle of power in the rather odd
role of the mereiful police chief,
appointed to halt the fearful Soviet
terror o f the 30's. In international
affairs he showed his hand only
once before the death of Stalin.
MURPHY INTERVI

At the most dangerous moment
in the crisis of the Berlin block-
ade, a Russian General who was
wel| known {o be Beria’s ma
Berlin came secretly and by night
to the house of the Upited States
political ndvlm in Glrmlny, Am-
bassador Rl Murphy, The
Russian nxpl:lmd that he “rep-
resented certain groups'” in Mos-
cow who feared that the Berlin
situation was getting out of hand.
He pleaded with Murphy to try
negotiating a settlement through
these “‘groups.’”

This overture, which our own
State Department believed Beria
had stimulated, led nowhere in the
end. Yet the incident must be
placed in the Beria file, along with
the fact that Beria headed Russia's
all too successful postwar atomic
program. Knowing more of the pa-
ture of atomic hot war than
aflyone else in the Kremlin, could
he perhaps have disliked the risks
of the Stalinist policy of all out
cold war?

Then, second, where were the
roots of Beria's death?

Beyond doubt, the prmu thn
ended in the execution of Beria
gan with the death of Josef Stalin,
Before he died, Stalin had driven

n memory

By Joseph Alsop

the all important Chinese satel-
lites almost to the breaking point,
by his Shylock-like refusal to light-
en their military-economie burden,
He had driven the American ad-
ministration to the verge of spread
ing the Korean War, by his ab-
stinate persistence in his Korean
venture, Worst of all, he wasspre-
paring another great purge which
endangered every Russian leader.

‘There is very little doubt that
the senile despot was put oul of
the way, for these and other rea-
sons, by an alliance between Ber-
fa's secret police and me majori-
ty faction in the Red Army. There
is no dnuhl at all Qm lhh alli-
ance, while tnlm(!d more
than -nyt.hi e Kremlin,
In the manﬂn lﬂ!r ﬁlilil (] death
the Beria supporters who have
now been executed were rlsln!
like rockets in the hierarehy, Ane
Beria was known to be the chief
policy maker despite Malkenov's
officially higher place,

Third, what were the character-
Istics of xhh period of Beria's pre.

dominance?
They striking. Stalin's
was publicly dishonored,
and Stalin's iron policies at home
and abroad were hastily and dra-
matically reversed. In the foreign
field, particularly, there were im-
portant signs that the Kremlin sud-
denly wanted to end the cold war.

One indispensable preliminary,
the Korean truce, was immediate-
Iy sed. There were also
many hints that the Soviets were
getting ready to withdraw from
Eastern Germany, in exchange of
course for the withdrawal from
Western Germany of our own o¢-
cupation forces. The word went
‘round the Western foreign offices
that the Kremlin would soon urge
the unification and neutralization
of Germany—the second essential
step towards a
settlement.

What then were the repercus-
sions in the Kremlin of these very
novel Beria policies?

Without considering, Beria's
closest friends in the Red Army
must have been particularly dis-
‘be- turbed by the possibility of luv-
ing to abandon strategic E.
GIHIIJI!‘

serious East-West Ji

One can imagine Beria replying
that half the world was enough,
or much more probably arguing
that this was the sure road to em-
pire. For the buildup of Soviet
power could casily continue, while
the end of the cold war would
bring disarmament and disunion
in the West,

BERIA IN A HURRY

If the debate in the Kremlin was
delicately balanced, Beria must
have been in a hurry. In
line with this are the reports that
Beria made an overture to the
British, comparable to the ap.
¢ proach to Murphy, through the
semi - professional intermediarie,
that do business in Switzerland
some time in April. This was the

lus of Sir Winston
famous . speech last
May, nnt\u for talks about an
East-West seftlement “on the
highest level."

While Churchill’'s speech was be-
ing welcomed in Muscow, it was
being denounced in Washington
by the White House and the State
Department, One can_picture uau
Soviet Bureaucrats, who
convinced i own plvp-
aganda abou! “Western aggres-
gression,” wagging their ds
and saying “1 told you so® when
they heard the Washington feac-

jon.

Then in early June the refaxa-
tion of the tyranny fn East Ger.
many produced the uprising in the
Stalin_Allee. Again, one can pic-
ture Beria's former allies in the
Red Army hardening their lnm
against any abandonment: of the
German position, which would give
dangerous ideas 1o the peoples of
Russia's other European satel-
lites. So Beria must have lost the
life and death -debate.

The Stalin Allee uprising was on
une 17, The a vrenti
Beria followed on June 26. Stalin-
fsm has now been re-instated in l
new more dangerous form,

triumphant Georgi Malenkov, Bln
although Stalinism has come back,
and the only way to to
war now is for the free worl
accept defeat, the joke is that lhl
st West is practicing disarmament
and disunion anyway,

Weeks Eyes Warily Changes In Business

to protect selected US.
considering to com!
“atomie works"

mier wanted Dulles
Marshal Tito to
tion, thus sl

lomatic channels.
Plvﬁll

flow of exports and imports, so
recommend raising the hrll‘: i.l need be

Note—One proposal nm the Pmldm Il
recession
vvngum. instead o( tho

plex negotiations now wder e
ever, Dulles flatly refused to Dlwl dip-

with pleasure—It
P government officials -hn leave &
job Ihey don't like to resign “with regret.”
Vhen Russ Forbes quit as No, 2 man in
Gener: indstration,

er, be broke tradition and wrote glee-
lnlly “It is with great pleasure that I

he e-n hereby tender mr
lustries.

ST e

s customary all contributed to the
alami:wn ust be 5o that no
nation ewla use it to um!nlﬂ mmle
mummhmmm

bow-  terial is contaminated ﬁlhhnﬂl‘
losives. At least, atomie scientists

with 15,000 mm 20-mm, gun
worth millions. Sm‘d at ltuhln

Inside story Is that the United States,

or

that it can be used for atomic
weapons.

The President’s plan would require that
fissionable mteri

tLlIm it would take so many years to re-

r-dnnil
Amy Is stuck
rnmu,

1 but not

store the polluted material that it wouldn's
be worth while.
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