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‘For Better Public Information

HE conference on freedom of infor-
'A mation held in Raleigh Thursday
should have a wholesome effect all over
North Carolina.

When representatives of press, radio
and television met with members of
the judiciary and law enforcement agen.
cles, they found general agreement on
the basic principle that a free people
must have full and accurate information
about their public business if they are
to govern themselves intelligently. There
was some difference of opinion on de-
tail—for example, television coverage
of court trials, But the disagreement was
not one of principle.

And if the judges and law enforcement
officers heard some useful suggestions
and recommendations from press, radio
and television, those communications
media got some good advice from the
public officials. Again and again speak
ers stressed the importance of fair, im-
partial and unbiased reporting of news,
and of the responsibility of a free press
to uphold this high standard.

This is, we hope, but the first of a
series of annual conferences of this
type. The postwar era has witnessed an
alarming upsurge of the always-present
tendency 1o shut off sources of informa-
tion from the people, both here and
abroad, Fortunately, North Carolina's
laws, with rare exceptions, provide pub-
Ite access to the conduct of public busi-
ness and public officials in this state,
by and large, have been very coopera-
tive with information media in keeping
the doors open.

But there are many areas other than
the judiciary and law enforcement agens
cies yet to be explored in the continuing
effort to provide the people of this state
with the best possible fund of informa-
tion about their public affairs, state
and local. With the removal of the few
,barriers that now exist, and with greater
attention by information media to ac-
curate and responsible reporting, North
Carolina can become the envy of all the
states as a model for democratic governs
ment.

A Peculiar Sense Of Priorities

'ONGRESS, because of expiring legis-

lation, has uhtil Feb. 1 to pass a
new law regarding pay and allowances
for missing servicemen, and until March
1 to legislate regarding veteran rights
to public housing.

On March 15 the President's authority
to distribute agricultural products in
famines and other emergencies expires.

By April 1 corporation and excise
taxes will be reduced, unless Congress
continues them in line with the Presi-
dent’s request.

The Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act
expires June 12 unless Congress, over
strong opposition, Tenews it. And by the
end of the fiscal year a host of new legis-
lation and appropriations must be on the
books, if the wheels of government are
to continue to run.

On top of all this, Congress should,
before election fever sets in next sum-
mer, establish farm policy, revise Taft-

Hartley, extend social security legisla-
tion, deal with housing, health, publie
lands, foreign aid, overhaul of tax laws,
proposals to share atomic knowledge
with allies, construction of the St. Law-
rence Seaway, Hawaiian and Alaskan
statehood, and about umpteen other ma-
jor issues,

In view of the press of major legisla-
tion and the upcoming election it is pass
ing strange that a Republican Senate
would schedule, as its first major busis
ness, discussicn of the Bricker amend.
ment. This issue will consume time and
produce disharmony. The amendment
would dangerously hamper the President
in the conduct of foreign affairs at a
crucial stage in world history. If modi-
fied, in.line with the President’s request,
the amendment will merely reaffirm ex-
isting policy.

Someone in authority in the Senate
has a peculiar sense of priorities.

Old Sardis Road Needs New Name

l]‘H'E other day we were musing about
the confusion of street names in
Charlotte, and cited 4th street as an ex-
ample. As you travel east, it becomes,
successively, E. 4th street, Crescent ave
nue, Crescent avenue extension, Old Sar-
dis road and Randolph road.

A longtime resident of the Sardis
community called to say the editorial
didn't go far enough. He complained
that the section known as Old Sardis
road—between the city limits and the
Sharon:Amity intersection—should not
be called that at all, that it was for many
years a part of Randolph road, and that
the modern use of Old Sardis road need-
Jessly confused a situation that was al-
ready hopelessly confused. And he cited
this list

1. Old Sardis road,

2. Sardis road, which extends from
Providence road at Hunter's store to the

From The Winston-Salem Journal

Matthews-Pineville road.

3. Sardis lane, extending from Sardis
road beyond the Sharon church to
Providence road about a mile and a half
beyond Hunter's store.

4. Sardis road cirele, leading off Sar-
dis road to the right at the Sardis church
manse into Randolph road at Little
Creek.

5. Sardis road north (formerly Bass
road) from Sardis road a half-mile be-
yond McAlpine Creek east to the Monroe
road.

We see what he means. Although no
official body exercises any authority over
names of roads outside the city limits
(except in new residential areas within
a mile from the limits), it would be help-
ful if the residents of Old Sardis road
would get together and &k the County
Commissioners to adopt Randolph road
as a name.

WHAT IT WAS, WAS HARD WORK, TALENT

Y NOW, perhaps everybody is famil-

iar with “What It Was, Was Foot-
ball,” the monologue spoken by Andy
Griffith. And perhaps his sudden fame
is also known to all. The appearance of
a recording of his act was the signal for
sudden fame and prosperity, and he has
now made his debut on.a New York TV
show and is looking forward to a $75,000
income this year from pemn.al appear-
ances and the sales of his records.

Apparently his success came overnight.
He was an unknown suddenly become
known. The arts are full of such spec-
tacular and apparently instantaneous
fame. F. Scott Fitzgerald, so it is said,
woke up one morning to find himself
famous, Writers, painters, composers,
actors—they often seem to burst upon
the public with a startling suddenness.
And the public is likely to believe that
their success came with their first ef-
forts and to ascribe it to luck, to the
‘breaks.

But it doesn't happen that way. Fitz
pﬂld didn’t really awake to fame. His

book, Tris SIDE OF PARADISE, Was &
pmduct of skill and understanding de-
veloped through many years. The sud-
‘denly famous actress had her years of
hool and study, of appearances in
‘barns and auditoriums in the sticks, of
nlﬁnl in the outer offices of agents.
{Luck—the happy accident of being at
‘the right place at the right time—does
a part in some careers, but all are

on long, patient, dedicated work.
. Just so with Andy Griffith. First, for
‘this Mount Airy boy, came four years of
the University of North Caro-
the Carolina Playmakers,

izations wanting entertainers for a din-
ner meeting or a convention. En route to
one such engagement he made up “What
It Was, Was Football,” and a friend in
Chapel Hill recorded it. It became a sud-
den hit; it was the key that opened the
door. But he would not have been ca-
pable 6f such originality and such speak-
ing skill without those long years behind
him during which his financial rewards
were chicken feed

Talent, hard work, patience, dedicas
tion to an art—these are the touchstones,

‘Judging by the increasing volume and
bitterness of mail we get from the Na-
tional St. Lawrence Project Conference,
which opposes construction of the Sea-
way, before long you'll be able to sail
all the way up the River St. Lawrence.

In case you plan to take a pilot's test
and want to brush up on depth per-
ception, try to snag a nuteracker from
behind the refrigerator with the handle
of a gun cleaning rod.

One example of poetic justice occurred
when the man who would rather play
golf than’ eat, married a woman who
would rather play bridge than cook.—
Savannan Mornive News.

The time has come when Texans must
do more about the water situation than
just hang a dead snake belly-.up on a
barbed wire fence and hope for rain.—
SuermAN (Texas) DEmocmar.

The easiest weeds to kill are widow's
weeds. You only have to say “wilt thou”
and they wilt—N. C. EpuUCATION.

We think that we shall never see taxes
as they used to be.—Kanawna (lowa)
RepoRTER.
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People’s Platform

Letters should be brief.

The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld

from publication in the discretion of the editors. The News reserves the right to condense,

Liked Editorial On
Parcel Post Rates

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Editors, The News:

have read with much interest

your editorial, “Parcel Post
Rates Should Not Be Cut” ap
pearing in the Jan. 7 issue of
your fine paper.

For those of us who are try-
ing to preserve the free enter-
prise system, it is encouraging
to have the support of one who
s able to have his views widely
published, as you have in this

case,
=A, L, HAMMELL, President
Railway Express Co,

Chief's Accusers
Mocked The Court

CHARLOTTE
Editors, The News:
AS one of many who admire
Chief Littlejohn as a great
and competent official, 1 would
like to know what is going to
be done to those who perpe-
trated this dreadful calumny
against him. Certainly, the mock-
ery shown our judicature by
these accusers will not escape
punitory action. Fgom where I
sit, some of those who testified
against Mr, Llule)ohn |re guilty
of contempt and per;

Perhaps this arﬂtal mll have
its good points. It  will show
those who look upon our coun-
try with scorn that such things
as trial by suspicion and Mc-
Carthyism might rear their evil
heads but will not endure long
in America.

=STANLY KRAMER

‘Socialized’ Medicine
Is AMA Scare Word
GREAT FALLS, 8. C.
Editors, The News:
E President of the United
States in his State of the Union
talk found it necessary to state
that he is opposed to_soclalired
medicine, although he did not dis-
cuss.the subject of a health pro-
gram. This seems sufficient proof
how far the American Medical
Assoclation reached out with its
propaganda. It did not only

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
GEN- OMAR Bradley, former
chairman of the Joint Chiefs

approacl
admirers to run for
Senate, as a Democrat.

His reactions to the Senate ap-
proach are extremely im«em
ln the first place, Bradley is

about mmiy—wmel is nndm
mmhble since he has lived on

A general, for instance, must
be trained to insist upon military
needs entirely apart from
political considerations. The ﬁ

itician, on the other hand, must
. As

itical ambitions, B:a‘,:
plained, they will perform_their

poison the general public mind,
but even succeeded in confusing
the broad-minded people on the
health subject.

The AMA does not present true
arguments as to why it is opposed
to a health program. It doesn't
give real facts why it would be
no good, except that it is social-
istic, AMA leaders know the
word socialism will do more to
defeat any proposition on health
than any other argument they
may present. The AMA knows
how much the people fear the
word communism or socialism
and therefore use the word “so-
cialized” medicine as the confus-
word or the scare word,

‘That is why they are spending
such an enormous amount
money on propaganda and on the
Washington lobby, to attack the
argument from no other point
than from the socialistic point of
view, knowing that such argu-
ments will bring the best re-
sults, They know that they must
not present the arguments by
true facts concerning the general
public, because it may prove ben-
eficial to most of the people and
the country generally.

1f a federal health system were
established, it would prevent much
sickness and disease. It would
save many lives, because under
such a system people would be
able to get the most specialized
medical care, such as they can't
afford now. Not only poor people
cannot afford specialized med-
ical care, but people of more
means if they have a big family
are just as unable to afford
the luxury of a do\'wr specialist.
This causes much misery, per-
manent ill health .nd nlmn death
that could have been prevented
if proper medical care could have
‘been procured in due time.

Under the present system many
millions of working hours are be-
ing_lost due to sicknesses that
could have been prevented, had
the people access of the privilege
for the doctor of their choice.

Many a youth would have had
hetter health and less disease.
The cost of such a health system
could have been covered mlny
times, by the savings of the
working hours that were lost due

sicknesses that could have
been prevented. The youth of the

country would also enjoy better
health.

General Hershey's offices can
testify that a very great percent-
age of our youth was rejected
from the draft because of physi-
cal disability. Is this not proof
enough that under the present
medical system, all we can ex-
pect is a sick youth as well as a
sick people?

The American Medical Asso-
«iation is well aware of the fact
that the majority of the people
can never afford special medical
care, even under the most pros-
perous conditions, and the
will do nothing to cofrect it and

leave the people in the misery
that they always had and suffer
long illnesses as they shways did,

whereas if the people could pro-
cure proper medical care they
needed in due time many lives
could have heen spared.

How many people would be edu-
cated had we not hadl a publie
school system? When the public
school system was introduced, if
the owners of the private schools
had as much money to spend for
propaganda as the AMA has
and also as strong a lobby in
Washington as the AMA has,
there would not have been a pub-
lic school system as yet. Will any-
body deny that the public schools
did a great deal of good for the
American people?

Yet, up to the present time no
one, including the AMA, associa-
ted our public school system with
sacialism, in spite of the fact
that the entire public school sys-
tem is financed by the govern-
ments. 1f Congress would intro-
duce a bill for a proper health
system and then pass it, the ma-
Jority of the le would bene-
fit in health no less than the peo-
ple benefited from the public
schools in education. So, don’t
fall for the scare word which no
douht will be used again.

1f we are to have a healthy
youth and a healthy people in

general, we must establish a
health program, which will bene-
fit most of the people and pri-
vate medical practice will not suf-
fer in any way financially, so let
us do away with the scare words
and let us become more realistic
and present true and honest facts
in the arguments and eliminate
the word soclalized medicine.

HENRY KAYE

U. S. Policy Apparently

Undercutting

Vital NATO

By JOSEPH ALSOP

AVON, Conn,

[E REAL question about the

Eisenhower administration's
foreign policy s both very simple
and enormously big. Are our lead-
etting ready, consciously or
lously, to
grand alliance that is the main
nrm«unn of lh- free world?
t least a hint of
ll\ll undlwry ln Secretary of State
John Foster Dulles’ television
address, with its Robert Taft-like
unphml on American stragegic
alr power. The question Is rlllm!
very forcibly indeed by the prace
tical situation in Europe on the
eve of the Berlin conference, An
ABC breakdown fells the story.

As of today, first of all, the
NATO structure is the sole safe-
guard of all the great and cost:
ly gains that hlvl h-en made in
Western Europe
point after the wnr
crumbles into ruin, Western Eu-
rope will again become a politi-
cal and strateglc vacuum, which
the Kremlin will be only too hap-
py to fill,

A BIG MISTAKE

Many people here think that if
NATO collapses, we can still
count on the cooperation of the
more vigorous nations across the
Atlantic, But this is & gross er-
ror. Without NATO, Germany will
rapidly turn towards extreme na-
tionalism. Resurgent German na-
tionalists, as Chancellor Adenau-
er has solemnly warned our pol-
icy-makers, will almost certainly
try to recoup Germany's war
losses by making a Russian al-
liance. Again, Britain without
NATO will be deprived of any
shadow of a defense. With the
launching sites for short-range
guided missiles in potentially hos-
tile hands, Britain's policy will be
paralyzed.

NATO, on which our alliances
depend, in turn squarely depends
on the American divisions in Eu-
Tope. A lime must come when
those divisions will be withdrawn.
But for the present and some
time to come, the American divi
sions cannot be withdrawn with-
out causing the whole structure
to erumble. Sir Winston Churchill
in effect acknowledged this fact
at Bermuda, when he declared
that Britain's troops would leave
the continent in step with the
American troops.

Advocates Of

abandon the

In umu drcumllanm. shortly

hefor

the Jnln! CMIII of Stalf, Adm,
Acthur Radford, told 4 not
off-the

{roops.
in Europe would .soon ba brought
ome. ‘Then, at Ihrmudl, l more
conditional but
fcy anmouncement was mm by
lh| President and the secretary
of state.

First President Eisenhower fn-
slsted there was no acceptable al-
ternative to the European De-
fense Community, specifically
condemning German national re-
armament  within NATO. Next
Secretary Dulles flatly stated that
the American divisions would be
ordered out of Europe if France
did not pass the EDC. After Dul-
les, Churchill made the declaras
tion above-noted. And thereafter,
again in Paris, Dulles publitly set
forth the principles of the new
decision in his “agonizing re-ap-
praisal” press conference. If all
this means anything, it means we
are to let NATO crumble if the
French do not pass the EDC.

The Korean War w vast
investment of American blood
and American treasure, to pre-
vent the rest of Asia falling into
Communist hands. The éntire in-
vestment will go for nothing i
the French decide to drop their
Indo-Chinese burden, as they are
now longing to do. By the same
token, the post-war recovery of
Furope also represents a vast
American investment. But unless
Fisenhower and Dulles were only
bluffing at Bermuda, all this in-
vestment is also to go down
drain, if the French will not vote
the EDC# which they are in-
tensely reluctant to do &t this
time.

This business of letting the
French Chamber of Deputies de-
termine the fate of all the Amer-
jcan postwar investments over
seas is a bit too much like hir-
ing a lunatic asylum as trustee
of the family fortune. Further-
more, it is not going to produce
a sober mood among the Freach
politicians, any more than it
would in the lunatic asylum. The
strain is too great for the French
political system, which has been
ingeniously devised to frustrate
the genius and pervert the cour-
age of the French people,

90 Per Cent

Parity See Final Victory

By MARQUIS CHILDS

 WASHINGTON

E STRUGGLE between  the
President and the Congress
that has all along been inevitable
is now front and center on the po-
litieal stage. It will go on for
many months and the outcome
is, to say the least, uncertain.
The biggest and the loudest
controversy is already shaping
up over the President's proposal
for flexible as opposed to fixed
farm price supports. This gets
down to fundamental differences
in both economics and politics.
Secretary of Agriculture Fzra
Taft Benson has had his way in
the first phase. The Eisenhower
proposal reflects Benson's deep
—ane may almost say religious—
conviction that the American
farmer must from
rigid controls determining what
he shall plant and what he
may sell. The report of some
months ago that the President
would drop his secretary of agri-
culture as a consequence of the
growing volume of protest from
the farm states is seen to have
been mere speculation.
As to the second phase on Capl-
!nl Hnll Hu adyocates of fixed
ent of parity are llnldy
tlalmml that theirs will be
final victory. And they have uoud
reason to make that claim. They
have repeatedly shown that, in
accord with that homely preserip-
tion for victory, they cam get
there fustest with the mostest
votes.

The basic weakness in the posi-
tion of these do-or-die advocates
of rigid control is that they offer
no solution for the farm surpluses
that are piling up higher than
Mt. Everest. That has been the

flaw in the whole effort beginning
back in the early days of the New
Deal to regulate the hounty of the
American carth to insure the
larmer a fair return for his labar.

It it had not been for World
War II which burned up vast ac-
cumulations of cotton and grains,
these stocks would have been a
profound embarrassment to the
market and to the Amdinistration
in power. President Eisenhower
calls for “insulation” of 2.5 bil-
lion dollars of commodities pres-
ently held by the government so
the market will not be depressed
by this great weight hovering
aver it.

NOT ENOUGH STORAGE

The storage problem is becom-
Ing acute. The government holds
nearly 65 million pounds of but-
ter which has cost more than
175 million dollars. Spoilage s
bound to damage this great hoard
after it has been stored beyond a
certain period.

Should the surpluses go on ae-
cumulating through the current
vear, they would overflow the
warehouses. The total in invento-
ry and under loan is valued at
more than 45 billions, An over-
flow at harvest time on the eve
of the November election would
be a heavy Jiability.

An anomaly in the President's
farm proposal is that wool grow-
ers would get a Brannan Plan,
The President proposes that wool
sell at the market price while the
farmer would get a fixed price,
the difference coming out of the
Treasury. This has been ecalled
the Brannan Plan in sheep’s cloth-
ing. If it s for wool grow-
ers, one may ask why it is not
equally lppl!tihh to dairy and
cotton farmers.

Bradley Reluctant To Enter Politics

Jobs fearlessly and without com-
promise. But once a political ca-
reer lurks in the mind of a gen-
eral, his military actions are
bound to be influenced by politics.
‘Therefore, concluded Bradley,
military men must stay out of the
political ;arena.
1! 50 Iuvpcm that Uncle Omar
e exactly the same advice to
hh :lm friend, Tke Eisenhower,
back in 1849, and this was one
Tke refused

reason to run for
President at that time.

Bradley is intrigued at the idea
of being a senator, however, feels
he make some con-
ion. But the negative factors
outweigh the positive, at least for
the moment.

Iké Modifies Stand

L

not mean former Communists
who had been duped into joining
the Communist Party, but later
renounced Communism.

“I do not have the power, as
President, to give citizenship lo
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is bigger than tha Congress, the

administration, or any one man.
Il'l ﬁu most. important.
nlthm faces today, and

take our best brains to
mlve lt‘ It is far more important
than the Job the Hoover Commis-
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