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Off To An Early Start

HE Charlotte and Mecklenburg Coun-

-ty planning boards took a wise
step when they decided to start work
now on legislation for the 1955 General
Assembly to provide some kind of reg-
ulation for the swiftly-growing subur-
ban areas around the fringe of the city.

Without regulation, the many thou-
sands of Mecklenburgers who have built
homes outside the city limits will have
no permanent protection against en-
croachment by commerce and industry.

Without regulation, it will be impos-
gible to plan, in advance, public services
and facilities for future industrial areas.

And without regulation, many prob-
lems that could have been avoided will
be inherited by the city government
in future expansions of the town limits,

An effort was made in the 1953 Gen-
eral Assembly to pass a perimeter zon.
ing bill for,Mecklenburg County, but it
was blocked by Sen. Fred H. McIntyre,

and it also drew the opposition of Rep.
Arthur Goodman. Faced with this oppo-
sition, Reps. O'Herron, Hicks and Gil-
lette, who favored the legislation,
decided not to introduce the bill

Now the two planning boards have
invited George Franklin of the N. C.
League of Municipalities and Albert
Coates and Phillip Greene of the
Institute of Government to meet with
the board on Jan. 26 for the purpose of
preparing a bill that will fit the needs
of the metropolitan community,

If such a measure can be drawn up
at this time, there will be an opportunity

_for voters to study it and voice their

opinions to candidates for the legisla-
ture in the spring primary.

We are confident that the residents
of the fringe area, who remained quiet
during the 1953 impasse, will insist that
some bill be passed in 1955 that will
protect their investment in homes.

Liquor Sells, Whatever The Tax

F]‘HESE are ftrying times for the smok-
ing and drinking industry. The to-
bacco men, for several weeks now, have
been busy saying it isn't necessarily so
that cigarette smoking causes lung can-
cer. The soft drink people have a full-
page ad, in the current Eprror & Pus-
vLisHer, which says there isn't any rela.
tion at all between Incidence of tooth
decay and consumption of soft drinks.
And the manufacturers of mot-so-soft
drinks are abéut ready to turn in their
“I'Like-Tke" buttons, now that the Presi-
dent has declared that the federal
excise tax on liquor should continue
at a rate of $10.50 per gallon.

A vice president of Licensed Bev-
erage Industries Inc, hardly conceal
ing his dismay at the President's action,
declared last week that extension of the
present rate would be an unfair burden
on 65 million consumers, that the tax
has created “the greatest criminal prob-
lem in America today”—(moonshining).
Because the tax is so high, he says, there
is a large loss in public revenues. People
shun high-priced legal whisky and buy
illegal hooch instead.

To keep the record stmght and cor-
rect a popular misconception, it should

On The World Scene,

T WAS grimly paradoxical that, on
the same day that President Eisen-
hower sent Congress his message about
the huge glut of surplus commodities,
the Population Reference Bureau made
public its latest report warning that the
fast growth of the world's population
threatens to outstrip food production.
This is not the first time that such a
warning has been made, nor will it be
the last. Back in 1703, Robert Malthus
published the first edition of his famed
Essay on Poruration which argued that
population, when unchecked, increases
by geometrical proportion (1, 2, 4, 8, 18,
ete.), whereas means of subsistence
increase in an arithmetical ratio (1, 2, 3,
4. 5, ete.) Were it not for wars, famirde
and disease, Malthus argued, the world’s
vopulation would long ago have exceeded
its food supply. In a later edition, he
dropped the emphasis on the mathe-
matics of the proposition, and stressed
the need for “moral restraint” in curb-
ing the increase of population.
Though it would seem that Malthus®
theory has been largely borne out in
certain sections of the Far East, produc-

)
Equipping Boys For
HE statistical evidence of YMCA
accomplishment in our community
is impressive and those who are at the
helm in Y leadership are to be congrat-
ulated on having one of the most active
associations in the South
But the real foundation of this great
service agency is in its concept of well-
rounded manhood. Its program takes the
best of tiie ancient Spartan emphasis
on the body. It inculcates the physical
virtues of endurance, hardihood, and
fortitude. Likewise, the Y program takes
the concept of ancient Greece with its
emphasis upon seeing life level and see-

from The Christian Science Monitor

be noted that the 1951 increase in liquor
tax did not unduly discourage liquor pur-
chasers. Liquor sales in 1952 were less
than those in 1951, but economists seem
to agree now that 1951's large volume of
sales was due to “scare buying” brought
on by the Korean War. And, according
to Busivess Week, it looks as though
total liquor sales of all types in 1053 will
run from seven to nine per cent over
1952 sales, that whisky will be up 12 or
13 per cent.

As any revenooer can tell you, it is im-
possible to estimate accurately how the
tax increase affected moonshine sale.
Carl Goerch of the State magazine, by

a series of interesting calculations and *

deductions, once figured out that moon-*
shining was right up close to furniture
and tobacco as one of North Carolina's
major industries.

Whatever the merits of the industry’s
complaint, it now appears there will be
no reduction this year in the tax on legal
whisky. We still think it is dispropore
tionately high, and that it encourages the
illegal manufacture and sale of moon-
shine. But when the statistics can’t
prove It, there's no point in arguing
the question.

A Paradox

tion of means of subsistence in the world
as a whole has fortunately kept pace
with the population growth.

A new factor has been introduced by
the rapid spread of modern medical,
health and sanitation techniques and
means to aid underdeveloped areas of the
globe, says the bureau. “If death rates
are controlled and fertility continues at
the present level, it would take only
30 years or less for world population
to double,” the bureau estimated.

And even at today's level, it says,
more than half of the estimated 2,465,
000,000 people on the globe are under-
fed, underclothed and inadequately
housed.

In his message to Congress, President
Eisenhower stressed the importance of
finding new markets abroad for Amer-
ica’s farm overproduction. That would
help U. §. farmers—and U. S. taxpayers.
But there is a bigger job to be done
on the world scene before the paradox
of plenty in the midst of famine is re-
solved, and an adequate food supply
assured for all the humans on the globe.

Citizenship

ing it whole. Finally, its moral emphasis
is Christian, laying upon its youthful
members the challenge of idealism and
spiritual development and the chance to
respond to the best impulses of man.

Through the years this program has
trained boys in generosity of spirit,
sportsmanship, and manliness in an at-
mosphere where they can meet thejr
peers competitively.

Truly Charlotte ean be grateful for
the effective work of trained leaders in
the business of helping equip boys for
the demands of responsible citizenship,

; COLE SLAW WAR

QOVIET RUSSIA, we are told, is pro-
3 ducing two-headed cabbages. A fit-
ing accomplishment for a regime that
s sometimes accused of being two-faced.
_Among all the inventive triumphs of

sis on having a single head of state but
encourages this strange bifurcation in
the lower forms of vegetable life?

At any rate, here's cole slaw for the
col' war and a new leaf from an old
friend. We wish the Russians joy of the
cabbage. Red cabbage, of course.

A new electronic calculator Is said to

. solve in two minutes a problem that

would take 15 years to work out with

Mrens (Fra.)
b

Two Sober Reports

The Situation In Asia

By JOSEPH ALSOP
AVON, Conn.
UDGING by the optimistic

sounds that fill the American
air, this is going to be a minority
me rt. The country is being told
y all and sundry—most recently
h)’ the President himself — that
ured the initia-
d struggle against
. Speaki

is nothing to muuu that we have
recaptured the initiative in Asia.
In Asia, where this reporter has
just made a journey of nearly four
months, all the signs suggest the
exact contrary. And this is vital-
ly important, since the Kremlin's
obviots current strategy is to talk
sweet in the West, while continu-
ing to press the attack on the frea
world's vulnerable flank in the
Far East.

The blunt truth is that the situa-
tion in Asia has been deteriorat-
ing ever since the Korean truce,
which we signed in such haste,
just when the strain in Korea had
brought the Chinese Communists
close to the breaking point. This
deterioration showed in two quite
different ways.

First, the center of strategic in-
ferest has been abruptly trans-
ferred from Korea to Indochina,
and at the same time the prob-
lem in Indochina has grown far
more difficult.

On the spot, to be sure, real
gains have been made by the new
French military team of Gen.
Navarre and Gen. Cogny. So long
as these fine leaders stand at the
head of rench profes-
xlcnll army of 185,000 men, there

0 immediate possibility of
cummmn victory in Indochina.
But there is po possibility, either
of a French' victory in Indochina
either now or in the foreseeable
lulur' Herein lies the first dan-

Tﬂ! FRENCH ARE TIRED
After seven years of it, the
French were already growing
tired of the Indochinese war when
we made our truce in Korea.
The American example set Paris

+on fire. Since then, the impulse

has been steadily growing, both
among the French political lead-
ers and French people, to wind
up the Indochinese war at all
«cost. Ho Chi Minh, Radio Peking
and Radio Moscow are all en-
couraging this French impulse by
cooing about a “negotiated set.

tleme

Any imaginable “negotiated set-
tlement” will mean a Communist
take-over the day the French ex-
peditionary force is withdrawn
from Indochina, if not long be-
fore. Yet recent trifling and
strictly local Communist success-
&5 in the Laos country filled Paris
and the French government with
a positive fever to start negotia-
tions without further delay. Any
future French reverses and
these, alas, must probably be ex-

— will cause the fever in
Paris to mount still higher. Tt
may well become irresistible dur-
ing the present winter or spring.

There is only one kind of in-
noculation against this danger in
Paris that the French, as they
always say, “will do what you
Americans have done already.”
This is to give the French real
hope of victory, Unfortunately the
crying need in Indochina today
is not for more equipment, but
for more bodies in the fighting
line. More generous American ma-
terial aid will help, but it will
not help enough. Unless we are re-
markably lucky, there will come
the bleak question, whether the
American government will
help with troops.

To make matters worse, Gen.
Vo Nguyen Giap, the military
chieftain of the Indochinese Com-
munists, has just the opposite
problem from Gen. Navarre. Glap
lias plenty of men, but not nearly
enough supplies. With the strain
of the Korean war at an end, the

ent level of about 1,000 tons
monthly to at least 4,000 tons
monthly.
Whun and if this happens, the
strength of the Vietminh wﬂl
crease greatly. Thereafter the
French are likely to suffer no
mere local reverses, but really
serious  defeats.  Furthermore,
there is not the slightest safe-
guard against such an increase
strength for the Vietminh, in
Secretary Dulles’s repeated but
what i

some meaningless warnings
that we shall go to war if the
Chinese Communists intervene di-
nﬂly!nlndoﬁnumumnm

Such Isthdtu-ﬂmltthn
weakest point in the dam that
holds back the Communist flood
in Asia.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

MO‘I'FIEE NATURE has had

most to do with knocking

congressional heads together re-

garding the biggest fmn ‘battle

between the and West—
cotton quotas.

Last summer, California and
the come-lately cotton areas of
Arizona and New Mexico were
at loggerheads with old planta-
tion states of Mississippi, Geor-
gla, and the Southeast. The lat-
ter were to have their cotton
acreage cut only 25 per cent,
while the Far West was in for
& 52 per cent cotton reduction.

This meant a loss of 160 mil-
lion dollars to the great Central
Valley of California and was al-

most sure to bring economie set-
in

betome a really big cotton-pro-
ducing area only recently, m
the cotton-acreage quotas

)

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

E truce in Korea was a logi-

cal and reasonable move,

given one basie condition. Once

the shooting was mmd Ameri-
can policy in Asia

based on a vigorous md .unm
sive effort to win the adher-
ence of Aslan peoples and Asian
governments to the West.

With the drain of the war end-
od, resources would be availgble
1o Increase greatly the economic
and propaganda attack on the
twin evils of pove ind

m ny Wi

ea's determination to win uu! lu
the struggle for Asia would be
made manifest. The current of
economic activity would be quick-
ened with American assistance to
countries such as Indonesia
where rich natural resources
await development.

This is not happening. The end
of the Korean War has seen a
slackening of the Am:rlm eﬂon
everywhere in Asia.
will visits — are no lllhsllllll!
for the positive, constructive
steps that must be taken if the
West is to gain the initiative in
the contest for power with com-
munism.

You hear today overtones of
the isolationism of the past. Thosa
people don't like us anyway,
They're Socialists, if not Commu-
nists, and we'll just be wasting
our money. Why should we keep
our budget out of balance to
send money over there where
they've always had famine and
over-population?

Even the fundamental task of
rehabilitating South Korea has
been subjected to prolonged de-
lay. American policymakers
blame the intransigence of Presi-
dent Syngman Rhee and with good
reason. But Rhee, the stubborn,
fanatical old patriot, is one of the
those who feels that even if his
terms for reconstruction of his
country meant inevitable waste,
the job should mot have been de-

ayed.

In the background of all this
1s the massive reality of Commu-
nist China. There are at least two
fairly well-defined courses which
the United States might take with
respect to China. Either one in-
volves great risks but perhaps
not so great as the hazard of no
policy and a continuance of the
drift of recent years.

« One course is to recognize the

Communist government in Peking
and concur in the admission of
Red China to the United Na-
tions. This is a course that would
be approved by a large majority
of America's allies, both in Eu-
rope and Asia. Even in such
countries as Pakistan, where neu-
tralism has not been a cnuylm
ous factor in foreign policy, the
belief is that the reality of ﬂu
Mao Tse-Tung ¥Yegime cannot be
ignored; to continue to ignore it
is dangerous

On several occasions Su‘mary
of State John Foster Dulles has
hinted that he feels such a step
must sooner or later be taken.
He has, however, never publicly
taken such a stand.

The oppossllon to that course
is powerful both in and out of
government. One of the most ar-
ticulate opponents is the assistant
secretary of state for far eastern
affairs, Waler Robertson. He

final decision, he will be happy to
return to his business ich-
mond, Virginia.

who ion

Communist.

But recognition of me and
assistance for his an(
mot of itself a policy. It may hc
one piece of a policy. But in the
struggle for A:
called for than merely the prop-
ph||{upolwhllu]¢nofﬁu

based on the years 104740 and

195152 Thus the older cotton bales from

states get the preference,

But with the opening of Con-
gress last revised

Nature won't wait.
Note—The new cotton bill will

sia mich more is 1T

‘A Spot Like This Might Be Just The Place For It

Much Talk About Talks

Big4 Going Nowhere Fast

WASHINGTON

OTHING SHOWS better than

events of the past three days

the gap between the United States

and Russia and how dim is the

chance for agreement on their
biggest problems.

After many speeches here and
in Moscow about getting together,
exchanges of notes extending over
months, and much maneuvering
the two powers reached the point
nr sitting down in the same room

‘Ial talk about what they wanted
to talk about. Just talk about ar-
ranging the time and place for
the real talks,

By JAMES MARLOW

The three allies—United States,
Britain, France—have exchanged
notes with Russia since last sum-
mer, trying to set up a meeting of
their foreign ministers.

Agreement at last. They'd meet
in Berlin, Jan. 25, But where in
Berlin? In East Berlin, controlled
by Russia? Or in West Berlin,
controlled by the Western Allies?

Representatives of the four pow-
ers in Berlin met to settle the de-
tails. All this week they talked.
The Russians held out for half
the talks to be in East Berlin.
This country wanted more than
half in West Berlin.

Last night the four representa-

People’s Platform

The Perils Of
Atando Junction
CHARLOTTE

Editors, The News:
WISH to say a great hig
“amen” to all Mrs, Marvin
B. Overcash said in The News of
Jan, 6, concerning the danger.
ous, yes very dangerous, railroad
crossing at Atando Junction. I
trust that someone will be im-
pressed sufficiently to do some-
!hix\l about it.
very long ago, my daugh-
ur. Iler two little boys and I
were on our way to church, As we
ur-i the crossing, umng mul.h
my daughter s screamed, *
have mercy” A young »
stranger, on his way tn Wmshm
Salem, hit a slowly-moving freight
train. He was dazed and bleeding.
He said he did not know there
was a crossing there.
Shortly after that my daughter
and two boys and T barely es-

Yours in the interest of safety,
MRS, ARTHUR B. JORDAN

Hemric Is Tops,
UNC Quint Valiant

STOKESDALE

Editors, The News:
HE WAKE Forest College bas-
ketball team has at last been
overtaken by the law of av-
erages and their luck is wearing
thin. The Demon Deacons, who
have never been blessed with a
strong bench, have had phenom-
enal good fortune otherwise.
Dickie Hemrie, who is one of the
two best pivotmen in Amencl
and perhaps the best, has kept
Wake Forest well in the fvrefmnﬁ
with his terrific rebounding be-

cause he has acquired the knack .

of making his guards foul him. It
is seldom that Dickie ever fouls
out of a game or even com-
mits a foul. Of course, Hemric
is not the Wake Forest rmmhul
team, but he is a good half

Dick Ricketts, of Duquesne, mly
be a better_center than the Bap-
tist Hollow marvel, but I lm sure
no one else is even close to him.

But Frank MnG\nre lnd Buck
Freeman hlve worked wonders,
not only with Likens, b\ll with all
the Tar Heel pluym 1 was so
proud of Frank and his boys Satur-
ﬂly night numt Wake Forest.

e Demon Deacons were out to
elt Carolina alive. Even without

ge
have (rulu

emric, they still
mnlmﬂunthchlpd
tingent. L\Imwnhuﬂ.uﬂ

tives gave up, dumped thelr dis-
agreement back in the laps of
higher officials.

But even if the preliminaries are
seitled, the United States and Rus-
sia are in complete disagreement
on their major European problem:
Germany,

The United States wants East
and West Germany united, no
doubt in the belie! that the East
Germans, after eight years under
the Russians, would rejoice in lin-
ing up with the West Germans as
United States allies.

What would this mean to the
United States? Secretary of State
Dulles made clear in a speech
Monday night what hopes this
country has for Germany,

He outlined America’s new mil
ftary strategy, based on West X
ropean defense against Russian o
tack, backed up by this country's
potential for “massive” retaliation

He said Europe cannot be de-
fended unless Germany is allowed
to rearm. He said it can't do so
under the present armistice agree-
ments, although it could )uIn a
unified European army if France
agreed to go along.

But the last I)lmi Russia wants
is a rearmed Germany. It spent
the past year, by many devices,
trying to avoid just that.

Dulles could hardly settle with
the Russians at Berlin for a dis-

armed Germany. And Russia could
hardly yield to him.

IY’mIHEuI Eisenhower and Rus-
sla

should come first, and feserved
the right to talk about that if the
two powers sit down to discuss
putdu] use of the atom.

is week Dulles and the Rus
lLlu ambassador began talks on
arranging American-Russian talks
on the atom, as Eisenhower sug:

fo retire, later fouled out. Lifson Jonger will

g out, Wake Forest
le m mtm away a 10
lead. But if McGuire and

ssczow

-




