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W YORK—It should be an agreeable experience
to listen in mext summer when John Mize, the new
interviews

The Dream & The Dome—Part |
They Squeezed An Egg, Got A Coliseum

Herb Shriner of the Giants' radio shows,
somebody like Ed Mathews on the subject of massaging
curves. Large John, it was announced today, is return-
ing to New York to dispense wisdom over the air waves
before and after entertainment in the Polo Grounds.

One can imagine Mife ask-
10§, with the obsequious bumill-
ty that is deemed proper in ra-
dio interviewers, what Mr, Math-
ews considers the secret of hit-
ting a baseball, and then listen-

ever confused him with you or
Babe Ruth and Jimmy Foxx, but
here it is only June and he's hit
eleven homers already. How do
you explain a thing like that?"

ing respectfully to revelations | John thought it over. Then,
that were old to him before | choosing his words, he gave
Mathews was born, Jjudgment.

At that, it seems mot improb- “He's hitting the long ball,”
able that John may elicit some | said
observations which he himself S
never managed o Pt M0 | (YN that evidence, a man who
words, He never was much of a didnt " Vow. Maa. - Sadli

guy for minute analyses of the
art of batting. To him it was a
simple matter: you picked out a
good one and flokked it, prefer-
ably into another country
Employing this uncomplicated
technique over a span of twenty
four years, Mize was able to fill
several pages in the baseball
record books. It will be good to
have him back, even though he'll
be gripping a microphone in
stead of a bolt of Pennsylvania

conclude that he was almost to-
tally inarticulate, but the man
would be wrong. The truth is
that on the subject of hitting
John usually let his bat talk,
and his bat spoke with clear and
ringing authority. He could nev-
er see anything mysterious about
hitting the long ball

That's why pitchers looked
alike to him in the National
League and the Piedmont, in the
American League and the Navy.

b oo Whether hs was batting in a
OHN may require some warm. | SPring exhibition or a world

e Mealore. ha learns | Ties game, the ball was always

Lo T 4 ‘ArnS | pine to nine and a quarter inches

ns to babble with the incon-
uential insouciance charac-
teristic of radio spielers. Get
him started talking, and he can

4
JOHNNY MIZE

ramble along at' considerable
length, but garrulous isn't the
first word that comes to mind
when you're describing the man.
At least, it wouldn't come first
to babble with the incom-

Several years back Woody
Broun was covering baseball,
having not then foresaken jour-
nalism for the theater, in a sea-
son when a pitcher took his life
in his hands every time he en-
tered a ball park. Home runs
were whistling over the fences at
a rate that had the Atomic Ener-
gy Commission eyeing the base-
ball manufacturers suspicious-

Iy

Woody sought Mize's opinion
as to the reason why home run
records were crumbling every-
where. “What do you mean?”
John asked

“Well,” Woody said, “take a
fellow like Eddie Miller, the
shortstop, In the past nobody

in circumference and it always
travelled sixty feet,
from rubber to plate

The Mize who joined the Card-
inals at the age of twenty-three
never looked more like a hitter,
never cut a figure of greater
menace, than the Mize of almost
forty who batted atidy 400, with
three home runs and a double
in six hits, in the World Series
of 1952

“I could see every npilch”
was his explanation of that per-
formance, given last spring alt-
er he'd had the winter to think
it over.

six inches

.
l ECAUSE he loved hitting
home runs better than any-
thing else in the world, John
probably remembers most fond-
ly the six different occasions
n he whacked three out of
sight in one game. (Nobody else
ever did it oftener than four
times.) Others, though, may re-
call with equal pleasure his
World Series of d
went hitless in thr
a pinch-batter,
They may remember especial
ly tire sixth-and final game with
the Yankee: leading, 3:to 1, in
the eighth inning, two out and
two runners on base. Joe Col-
lins was due up, and it looked
as though his time at bat would
be the last one of the year for
the Yankees, because nobody
knew then that the Dodgers
would tie the score in the ninth.
The fans wanted Mize to have
that time at bat, for they guessed
it would be the last he'd ever
get. They started yelling for him
even as Collins started for the
plate and Casey Stengel deferred
to them, calling Collins back.
John grounded out, and was
cheered. The fans hadn't éalled
him up demanding a home run.
They just wanted a chance to say
50 long.

By SANDY GRADY
(First fn a series of three)
HE man in the leather jacket shaded his eyes against the
late sun, He looked at the towering concrete and steel
columns, 48 of them rising like metal fingers out of the mud,

“We got a long way to go, son,” he sajd. “But you can
already tell—it's going to be a heller."

All around him was the chaos of a dream taking on the
form of reality: the immense circles of columns, the concrete
mixers, the nolses of hammers and drills, acres of earth chewed
up-by steam shovels, fresh lumber, men at work .

This was on Independence Blvd., near the clty 1i

And this was the Charlotte Auditorium and Coliseum.

For men who have argued and politicked and planned this
project, for the engineers who desfned it, for the taxpayers
who are footing the bill, this is the elimax of a struggle.
see strange, leaning towers jabbing against the sky,
and begin o realize what a prize this will be in about 20 months—
Charlotte will open its doors on the finest Coliseum in the South.

What will it look like? What events ean it accommodate?
How many people will it hold? Will it be worth the effort and
the four million dollars? How was it planned? Will it be a
White Elephant?

Because the sports fans of the Charlotte area will be al-
fected by the benefits—and flaws—of the Coliseum, The News
has tried to find the answers

IM McMILLAN, a la<m sales executive who has been one

of the Coliseum's spearheaders, said the other day, "I
£ out there and see those columns going up, and I think,
people just don't know what they're getting. I don’t beli
penp]r realize how pleased they are going to be with this thing."

Well, what are you getting?

A tremendous hunk of concrete, steel and aluminum, for
one thing. A structure that has already become a mild sensa
tion among architects, for ano! A basketball arena that
will be bigger and better than tate’s handsome home in

of tourist-attracting beauty, with the biggest structural steel dome
in the world, An immense hall which will hold 13,500 folks for
basketball, rodeos, ice hockey, an Eisenhower speech, a Billy
Graham service, a eircus—and keep doing it, probably, as long
as you are around to (ill one of the seats, They're putting
this one up to last.

It won't resemblo any arena you've ever seen. Maybe you'll
laugh at it; maybe you'll be awed; most likely, you'll like it.
The incredibly large dome, 332 feet across, hits the eye first.
No tarand-gravel for this naked expanse. Nothing but bright,
durable aluminum will do to cover it. The columns supporting
it slope inward from the top and will be ruggedly visible.
They're 53 feet up. And around the entire Coliseum are seem-
ingly acres of glass. That's for ‘light and gracefulness.

But the dome is the thing. It is doubtful if anyone in
the world has built one this huge. It gives our Coliseum its
character—and perhaps, later, its nicknames. From the street
the building will look liké an overturned soup bowl, or a snub-
nosed bullet rising from the earth, or half a xupe(rmh or the
top of Frank Howard's head. Maybe all of U

* *

HY the dome? Did an architeet wake up at § am, smite

his brow and ery, “Eureka! I have it! We'll build it under
a dome!"? The answer is no, The process of choosing your
Coliseum's design took an enormous amount of worry, doodling,
floor-pacing, conferences, blueprinting, studying. Over a year was
put into this puzzle by A. G. Odell and his team of architects,
working with Severud-Elstad-Krueger, the engineers.

So intense was the search for the Coliseum’s form, 30 plastic
models were made of the ideas. From the first, the study commit-
tee figured they wanted a eircular building. These men—McMil-
lan, Frank Dowd, Ivey Stewart, David Ovens, Claude Cochran,
Frank Sherrill—liked the “round” idea because (1) it elim:
inated the behind-the-basket seats which are the Raleigh Col
iseum's’ great flaw; (2) it provided more “50-yard-line” seats;
(3) it eliminated the poor “corner” section seats. In this Char-
lotte Coliseum, every seat is a good one

nating. Stuart Baesel, a young architect who labored over m\;'u
projects, displays them wistfully now, “We started v«uh“l I8
one’—she points at a flabroofed, coinshaped building—"and
let our imaginations go.” Typieal was one model for a catenary
voof, with the roof of chains hung from tall towers, covered
with steel mesh and concrete blown into if. Others looked like wind
tunnels; others like a kid's Erector Set experiments, The engi-
neers nixed some with one word: “unsafe.” Then the dome
evolved—and stayed.)

® % % 4
HERE was n department store at Framingham, Mass,” re-
calls Baesel, “that had a dome like this, Much smaller,
naturally. And an exposition in London had 4 temporary alumi:
num dome. Tlu- mxlnc(-rn liked It, We made models—the col-
umns_ sloping columns straight vertical, #then sloped
inward. rvmhwy uk.-d the final model. We knew we had to
have height, for circuses, and so on, So the dome fitted that
bill, 1t was durable because rain and snow would drain easy.
And it was safe” 3
The safety is built in by mathematies, say the architec
not by mazes of steel beams such as Raleigh's and most cities
arenas employ. Men cunning with the sliderule analyzed the
dome to “assume lines of symmetry and reduee the statically
indeterminate factors.” Remember that line—it means that,
shelllike as it looks, the Coliseum roof isn't apt o fall on
head. Odell, the arehitect tells why: “Ever try to erush
an egg with your palms, longwise? Tough as hell. That's sym-
metry. This Coliseum dome is like that
Inside, the dome should give a feeling of Texaslike space.
A sky-like blue paint job will help this. In fact, because they're
making this the most economical, cost-perseat, arena in the
land, the builders plan to sling bright, primary color wherever
possible instead of the usual marble. The blue roof, the sea of
10,000 permanent seats, the concourse with its dazzling glass
should make it an indoor sports wonderland—but tomorrow
we'll look inside more closély. We'll also check on the “inside”
battles which ensued during the Coliseum’s planning, and hear

Raleigh (let's admit it: this wa

* k *

JOHNNY'S ONE IN 17
Johnny l‘llnlr (left), Notre Dame’s All-American

halfback, accepts hi

is second consecutive Player of the

~ Year Award from Maxwell Memorial Football Club
President Bert Bell. Lattner s the first player in the

"

. club's 17 years to receive the award twice. (AP Wire-
photo)

This Is Jan., 1954. .. |

State Likes Jim, But

umns showing its great height.

s one of the musts).

Ll ¢

A thing

(For kicks, a look at some of the 30 “idea” models is fasci-

its eritics speak

‘We Like Dodd, Too ...

Got Shot

CHICAGO (P—A revitalized Ez-
zard Charles dropped a bomb on
Bob Satterfield in Chitasn Stadium

Ezz Threw Hook,

At Rock

way for the 32-year-old Charles,
who lost the title to Jersey Joe
Walcott Julv 18, 1951, to try to
it from Marciano. The|

last night to touch
buildup for a hel\rywmghl !me
bout with champion Rocky M:
ciano.

Charles, who gets a chance to
become the first fighter in history
to regain the heavyweight crown,
pole-axed Satterfield in the first
minute of the second round with
one of the hardest left hooks the
ever has thrown.

Satterfield, outweighed 160 to 189,
and a 7-2 underdog, was sel up

for the mighty finishing blow by
absorbing a right to the midsec-
tion As he started to bend for

ward, Charles' pistonlike 1en
caught him flush on the chin

He went over backwards and
hit the canvas so hard resin dust
flew. He' lay lifelessly until Ref
leree Frank Gilmer tolled out sev-
‘Then he raised his head feebly
but he couldn’t get up, and he took |
the full count flat on his back. |

unable to remem
clearly whut happened. The fight|
was scheduled for 10 rounds. A na-
tional television audience, and 4.
921 ringside customers who co
tributed to a net gate of $13,M9
isaw one of the cleanest, and most
brutal, knockouts in years.

The International “Boxing Ciub
wasted no time in clearing the|

anhirty mioutes later, he a8 $ll 16, Charies stopped Coley Wal-

hout is hnms{ planned for June i

.

sn't Offering A Job

... And This Is Autumn 1955

b |
This is how the finished product shoul look. The Coliseum is at right,
with the auditorium on the left,

the N. C.

"Name Coach’

Wanted, Says

Dr. Kirkland

By SANDY GRADY
Jim Tatum is practically out of
State football “picture.
State would like to have Tatum,

|but realizes that it cannot lure the

1953 Coach of the Year away from
a lush Maryland setup to meager
beginnings at Raleigh.

That's what Dr. J. B. Kirkland

told The News today, after spend-
ing six hours in a Richmond hotel
room with Tatum yesterday. Dr.
Kirkland is head of the State com-

~|a New York ball park
“Charles has earned the|
chance,” said Truman Gibson,
BC secretary. “It will not be nec-|
essary for him further to prove
is right as the No. 1 contender.”
“All T want is a title shot,” said|
Charles. “T'll fight anybody to get
it—(Nino) Valdes. (Dan) Buc-|
ceroni, (Roland) Lastarza. You
name him, Il fight him."

A logical warmup might bel .,

with Valdes, the 210-pound, 63|

Cuban who outpointed Chales|
last August in an upset at Miami.
A month later Charles dropped
another 10-rounder to Harold
Johnson in Philadelphia,

It looked as if the sometimes
overly-cautious and unpredict-
able Cincinnati Negro was lost|
in- the line of challengers form.|
|ing for Marciano. Then on Dec.

lace in 10 at San Francisco. Sat-|
terfield was next, becoming|
Charles’ 54th knockout victim|
in 86 victories.

Bobby Gleason, Valdes' man-
ager, says he is willing to give
Charles a 15-round return bout
Feb. 12 or 19 in Madison Square
Garden, or anywhere, anytime.

AROUND THE NATION

The Baltimore Colts expect to
name their head coach teday,
but Bobby Dodd and Art Lewls
deny they have been contacted
. Carrolk Rosenbloom, Colts
owner, says Dodd, Lewis, Keith
Molesworth, Steve Owen * and
Red Strader are among the can-
didates.

Neil award as Fighter of the

Year tonight in New York .

Dr. Vincent Nardiello gets 'the

James J. Walker Award for long

and meritorious service as box-

ing at the same time.
..o

Bing Crosby puts up $10,000
tomorrow lrld most of the [nnd'

top gollers go after it . ar-
vie Ward lnd Bud Ward Iuvn
teamed on the pro - amateur
championship,  with baseball
stars Bob Lemon, Vern Steph-
ens, Hank Saver, Lefty 0'Doul
and Jerry Priddy also in the ce-

‘Giant-Killers' Killed

YANKS INK HARRY BYRD

lebrity-studded meet at Pebble
Beach, Calif.
B

Harry Byrd, the Darlington, S.
C., lumber chopper, has signed
his Yankee contract for 1954 ., , .
Byrd was traded to the Yanks
hy the A's . . . Byrd says he is
down to 208 pounds ... He
blames last year’s failure on too
much “experimenting."

¥

Clark Griffith has his holdout

troubles . . . Mickey Vernon, the
AL's No. 1 batter, refuses to
sign Bob_Carpenter,

Phi.l]lul owner, can't get Curt
ace suuﬂmaw to ink
leveland signed
lllll Glrnn an_infielder, while
the Red Sox inked Joe Dobson,
-year-old pitcher given an un-
itional release by the Chi-
cago White Sox.
e, who guided the
Detroit Lions to a 17-16 win ov-

the final three quarters at Pied.
mont Junior High last night but
it was too late then. The Owls
had fallen behind by 16®points
in the first period. Pfeiffer won,
7658, CC's Guard Larry Brown
led the scoring with 22 points.
The ninth annual AIlLGirl Twin
State Invitational basketball
tournament will be held at West
Charlotte High over a five-day
period beginning , March 4.
Bill Wohrman 'of South Car-
olina, Crawford Mims of Mis-
sissippi and Tommy Allman of
West Virginia will receive Jacobs

Blocking Trophys tanight at Clin- |*00¢

ton, 8. C. . . .Wohrman was the
top blogker in the Atlantic Coast
Conference, All-American Mims
was No. 1 in the Southeastern
Conference and Allman was tops
in the Southern Conference. . .

incipal speaker at the Jacobs
banquet will be Dode Phillips,
all-time Erskine great.

Men’s Club Host

mitiee which is searching for a
new head coach.
Dr. Kirkland answered The
News questions about the State
situation as follows

QUESTION: Has Jim Tatum
lever been offered the job as coach
t State?

ANSWER: He has never been
officially offered it, no. Oh, we'd
like to have Jim—just as we'd liko
to have Dodd or Blaik or Leahy,
Q. Did you not discuss Tatum's
leaving Maryland for State when
you lalked with him yesterday?
A: No, we only talked fo Mr.
Tatum about his foothall program
at Maryland, We admire the way
Tatum took over the Maryland
program when it was in about the
same sad condition as ours is now,
He built it quickly into an effi-
mm program,

Do you consider Tatum out
of lhe picture as a State candi-
date

would say, yes, definitely,
unless he is given an official offer
of the job. Definitely.
Q: Will you model the Stat
gram after Maryland'
A: Yes, somewhat. Don't get the
wrong idea. We don't expect to
build an ACC bowl team at State.
Not in two years or seven years.
We want  an efficient program.
Let's admit it: it has been down-
right embarrassing. Only one foot-
ball victory in 10 games does not
represent State fairly in comparis
son. with its academic standards,

te pro-

d:hDid Tatum recommend a new

A: No; he did not, Oh, mames
were mentioned, But we will not
let Tatum pick our head coach, if
that's what you mean. What we
have done is lay down our policy
now, and established the criteria
"’E 1S G

s of Cincinnati
‘applicant?

s No, lie is not, although T have
heard he is quite popular at Cin-
cinnati, an outstanding coach, um

. The other

mphhu mentioned his name
@ Why did you interview War-
ren

To Ram Gridders |

—College Scores—
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rn Kentaeks 39, Daston 13 (three!

By BEN PHLEGAR ‘
NEW YORK (P—The Unmrs\l)‘
of Dayton basketball team prob-|the
ably will have to give up its lease
on the title of “giant killers” after|
what happened last night.

The Ohio Flyers blew a six-point
lead in 80 seconds and bowed to
Western Kentucky 79-75 in a triple
overtime battle. The victory was
No. 15 for Western, longest un-
mun streak ip the nation.

year ago Dayton wrecked
smm }ml 's string of 27 triumphs,

tﬂ“!ﬂ! in a single season.
e Flyers led the fifth-ranking),
Hiiopprs unil the fina

longest ever compiled by a major(homans,

advantage with 80 seconds to play.
But \\nswm fought back and tied|
on Jack Sallee's driving|
Jump shuﬁ. w!lh two seconds left.
Tom Marshall collected a field
goal and two foul shots early in|
the third overtime and the Flyers,
never again caught up.
Oklashoma City University, No.
8, whipped Houston 7062 in the|

ing teams. Arnold Short scored 18|
points in the first quarter and end-
ed the night with 41 for the Okla-

Bradiey, coming fast after three|
early season setbacks, scored a!

DAYTON'S TITLE FLED FAST

mtthlvyuldlhe

mnvmmnmmmm
ing 31 points.

Cornell this season, did it for the
second time, 7169, on a 20-foot set|
shot by Mel Besdin with six sec-

only other action involving rank-jonds to

minutes of

n the,
first overtime they b\ull l usa

ras)

mexm lrmmyh

Syracuse, the only team to heat| gy

Renfro, Harry Ji

lagade
Army| lnll-m(.'hhhnhhbnn

IIMIMI\MMH
asked to step down from his

says today: “T'm

. He says he has

years to g0 on a contrach,

Dlnd.lon College drop,
straight

. |Club and seversl close followers|

d (the National League have hit more|

Wesley Heights Methodist
Church Men’s Club honored Hard-
ing High School's state class AA

football champions at a banquet e

in the church last night
Pat Preston, assistant coach at
Wake Forest College, was the
principal speaker. He discussed
Wake Forest's recently-completed
season and the platoon systems
narrated a color film of
the Wake Forest-South Carolina
game.
The entire Harding squad, its
coaches, members of the Men's

of the team were present,

Only 10 players in the history of|

l(nrylnnd‘-uinnnu, ma.p
A: For the same reason

ilt foothall so successfully.

an exhead coach or an assistant
coach from another school? -
A: Because of the speed with
which our program must be re.
built for the 1954 season. | IMH !l
is imperative that the man we get
be head

Q: How

than 40 home runs in one season.

@ Do you think State will hire .




