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OCCURRENCES

and DOMESIT ICK.

Bofton, Thurfday Sepr. 25th. - 1690,

niflred ence & maneeh ( pr if any Glur of Oc-

currences happen, oftener,) with an Ac.

count of fuch confiderable things as bave ar-
yived wmo osr Notice,

- In order berewnto, the Publifher will cake what
pains be can to obrain 4 Faithful Relation of //
fich things 3 and will particularly make bimfelf
beholden 1o [uchPev[ons 52 Bofton mbom be Frows
10 ave been for their own ufe the diligent Obfera
wiers of [uch matters,

That which is berein propofed, is, Fitlt, That
Memorable Occurrents of Divine Providence
oy not be neglelbed or forgotteny as they too often
are. Secondly, That people every where mayber-
ter underftand the Circumftances of Publique Af.
airs, both abroad and st bome ; whieh may not
only direlt their Thoughts a¢ all simes, bucat
fome: simes alfo o affiff their Bulinelles and Nzo
gotiations, Pl v S

Thitdly, That fome thing may be dowe towards
the Curing, or at leaft the Charming of tbar Sy i-
rit of Lying, which prevails: amungft as, whe e-
fore natbing [hail be thiered, but whar we bave
reafon to believe is sruc, repairing to the beft foun-
2ains for our Information.  And when there ap-
pears  any material miftake fn any thing that 35
eollciled, it .4l be corretted in the next.

Moreover, the Publifler of thefe Occurrences
35 willing to eugage, that whereas, there are mis
2y Falfe Reports, malicionfly made, and [pread
among us, if any well-minded per fon will be at 1he
pains 1o trace any [uch f3lfe Report fo far as 1o
find ous and Cenvilt the FRitft Raifer of 42, ke
@ill in this Paper ( wnle[s jult Advice be given to
to the conerary ) expofe the Name of [ueh perfon,
as' A malitious Raifer of a falfe Reporr. I
is fupposd  that none wild dislike this Propofal,
&t fuch 4s intend to be guilty of o villangus &
Crime.

'IT is defigmed, that the Countrey [hall be fur-

| % HE Chriftianized Indians in fome
parts of Plimeuth, have: newly ap-

« pointed a day of Thanksgivig to
God far his Mercy in fupplying their extream
amd pinching Neceflities under their late want
of Corny & for His glving them now a srofs
ve of a very.Comforrable Harveff, Their
xample may be worth Mentioning.
" Tis obferved by the Huasbandmen, that

dltho' the With-draw of fo greas a frength

from them, as what is in the Forces lately
gone for Canads, made them think it gimotk
impoflible for shem to get well: throoph .the
Aftairs of their Husbandry ac this time of the
year; yet the Seafon bas been fa unulually
Favourable thiat they fcarce find any want of
thermany hendreds of hands, that are gone
from shem ; which is looked upon as a Mer.
eiful. Providence

W hile the barbarous /rdians were lurking"

aboyt Ceelmspard, there were miffing about
the beginniag of thismignth a coople ot Chil-
dren belong ng to a man of that Town, ons
of them aged gbont eleven ths other aged 2

bout nine years, both of them f{uppoled 1o
ba fallen into the hands of the Tndians,

S
A very [yagical Accsdent happened at Wi

ter-Town, the beginting of this Moniby, an
0!d man, that was of fomewhat a Sllent and

Morofe Temper, but one tiat bad long Ene

joyed the reputatich of a Scber and a finss
Man, having newly buried his Wife, The
Devil took advantage of the Melancholly
whichi he chereupon fell into; his Wives dife
cretion and indoftry had long been the fupe
portof his Family, and he [eemed Lurricd
with an impertinent fear thdt he thould now
¢ome to want before he dved, though he h4d
very careful friends to look 2fter hiti whe
kept a ftrict eye upon him, léalt he fhould do
himfclf any harm.- But ohe evening efeaping
from them into the Cow houfe, they there
quickly followed him. found him hanging by
a. Ropeswhich they had ufed totye their Calues

withal, he was dedd with his feet near tcutte

ing the Ground.

Epldemical Fevers and Agwes grow  very
common, in fome parts of the Country,
whereof, tho' many dye het, yet they are
forely unfitted for their imployments; but
in fome parts a more malignant Feewr fcgmy

“ to prevail in fuch forc that it ofyally gocs
thro’ a Family where it. comes, and proves
Mpral unto many.

The Small-pox which Fas been raging in
Bsftom, afcer 2 manner very Extraordinary. is
now very much abared. Igis thought thag
far more lave been fick of it then werc vilie
ted with it, when it raged fo much twelve
vears ago, neverthele(sit has not been. fa
Mortal, The number of thent that fiave

Y
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dyed in Bofton by thislaft Vifitation is about
three hundrced and twenty, which 1s not perhaps
half fo manv as fell by the former.. The
Time of its being molt Gengral, was In thé
Montns Fune, Fuly, and Axiuff, ghen twas
that fomeumes in fome one Congregation on
a Lords.day there would be Bills deliring
prayers for above an’ hundred Sick 1" feized
upoh all forrs of people that came in the way

S R

of it, it infeted even Children  _ — "~
Y of Mothers that kad them[clves undergone the
Difeafe many years ago;, for fome fuch were
fiow born full of the Diftemper. 'Tis not
eafy to relate the Trouble and Sorrow that
poor B Hon has felt by this Epiacrucal Cuaaa
vagon.  Bot we hope it will Be pretty nigh
Exunguifhed, by that ume twelve month
when it fult began to Spread. It now un-
happily fpreads m feveral other platespa-
mong which our Garrifens in the Eaff aré
.80 be reckoned fome of the greatelt Sufferers.
Altho* 84ffun did a few weeks apo, mbet
with a Difafter by Fire; which confuméed s-
bout tweaty Houjes near the Mill-Creek, yet
about midnight, between the fixicenth and
feventeenth of this Inftant, anotber Fire broke
forth near the__Sourh- Mearwrgy dHoufe, wiich

Confumed about five or fix houfes. and bad

~._ ., slmoft carried the Meeting-houle it felf; one,
of the fairéft Edifices imthe Countrv. 1i.God
had not remtarkably affift¢d- the Enrde¢avours
)% the Tecple to pur ost the Five There,
were two more confiderable Cirenm#fances in

“ the Calamities of tis Five, one was that g for -any £eglib 1o spprove. The al
a

Quckeck, they would pafs the Lake, and by

-Land make a Defcent upon Mount Re .. Ace
.cordingly this Colony with fome afiiftance
‘from out kind Neighbours of Ldimoxzh 5 fite:

tcd out an Army of near five and rwenty hune.
drea men, and 3 Navy of two and thirty Sail 3
which went from hence the beginning 6f the
laft Auguff, under the Command of The Hge
nourable Sir Wikliam Fhip:.

__In the mean ume the, Englifh Colonies &
Provinces 1n the Welt raifed Forces, the

Nuribers whtreof have been reported five
or fix hundfed. The Honourable General
Winthrop was in the Head of thefe, and ad-
vanced within a few nules of the - Like ; Ha-
there had fome good Number of Magua's 1o
joyn his Forces, but contrary 1o, his Expeftas
tion, it was found that the Canoo’s to have
been ready for the Tranfportation of the;
Army over the Lake, were not prepared, and
the other Nations of Indians, that fhonld
have come to this Canpasgn, fent their Ex-
cules. pretending that the Small- pox was a-
tiong them, and fome other Trifles. The,
General Mecung with fuch vexing difapa
poiniments. cai'ed a Councel of War, whece-
in twasagreed, Tlat i was im 'oilhlb.dm‘
them 10’ P%olt'ecmﬂhe»r Intendea fxpedu_gm’.
However he difpaiched-away the Mugpa- 1o’
the Fieneh denrpioes, whQ, re[unia' h
fome Sutcefs, bavirg flan fevcial o
Frereh, and brovght fome feveral Peifonéia
whar they ofed 10 a mannér tec barbarous’

young man belenging to thre Houle where comirg back to Albany, there ha

y the Fire began, udbappily perithed 1n the. mifbhdertanding, between himand the Licua

i Flames ; it fecms that tho' he nught, foanery tenant Governour of New-york which ofcas
.7 4 awakc than foinc others who did eicaps, yet fioned much difcourfe, but préduged not

he fome way loft thefe Wits that fhould have
taught him to help himfelf. Another was
that the Dbeft furnifhéed PRINTING-PRESS,
of thofe few that we know of in America,
was Jolt 5 a lofs'not prelently to be repaired.

There lately arnved at Fifcatagua, ong
Papoon from Penobfeor, 1n a fmall Shallop,
wherein he had ufed 1o atiend upon the plea-
fure of Cafteen, but 1ook- hus oportuniy @

thofe effeéts which were feared of ic. Where
Iy the bottom of hefe mifcarriages 15 varie
oufl; conjc€tured, 1f any peopke further Weft

than, Alvary, have been Tampering with the

Indians, 1o defeft the bulinels of Canada, we
hope ume will difcover 1t And if Almighty
‘God will have Canada 16 be fabdu’d- withoug

the affiftance of thefe rhiferable Salvages, in,

whom we have toa much confidedy we fhall

#un away, and reports That a Vefleb of Be glad, that there will be no Sacrifice .ofe
fmall Bulk bound from Briffol to Fugima, (fered up 1o rhe Devil, vpon this occafion *
having been fo long at Sea, til they were God alone will Have all the Glory.
preft with want, put m at  Pemobfeor anftead ' Tis pofiible, we have noi fo exadlly relas
of Pifcaraquag where ce fndians and French tcd the Circumflances of this bufinefs, bog
feized ber,.and Buichered the Maftér, and (this Account, 1s as rear exallnefs, as any
feveral of the men = but that himfelf who that could be had, in the midlt of many vae,
belonged untothe Ships Grew, beinga Fer- rious reports about it.
{ y-man, was mcre favourably ufed, & found
at leagon an advantage to make his Efcape; aiv uiaccountable deftrudlion betalling 4 body
The chiel difcourfe of this menih has been of Jndians, that were our Enemies. Thig
about the affairs of the Weftern Expedition body of Erench Indians had a Fort fomewhere
dgainit Canada  The Albamans, New-Tork. far up the River, and a party ot Afaquae’s re~

e and the five Narons of Indians;in the wrnwg from the Eafi Counrry, where they
Weft, had long been preffing of tihe Me(fachu- tbave at a great rate purfoed and rterrified
fets, o make an Expedition by Sez, into thefe /ndians wiuch have been invadieg of
€ anade and il made us believe, thar they onr Nortb-Egff Flanteoons, and Killed cheir
ftayed for us, and thar while we affdulicd. Gefietal Hops f3sed among whe reft ; svloived

Another late matcer of difcourfe, has been




¢ vifit this Fort 3 but they found the Fort
yuined, the Canoo's cut to pieces, and the
“people all erther Burchered or Captived,
This gave them no little furprize, and they
wive the Englyfh thisaccount of 1c. That
' § from the
Spoil of Canada bronght feveral French Pri-
foners with them ; That calling at this Fort
in their way, the /odians there leeing them-
felves ynable to refifc them did pafs diveis
Complements with them and partake of their
Booties, That a French Captive after this,
efcaping from che Afiqua’s informed the
Erench that thefe 7adians had revolted unto
the M quats, and herenpon the French or
their [2dians made a (udden Sally forth upon
them, and’ utterly deftrayed them, rhd* they
were 1n reality of their own party [til,
Two  Englifh Caprives efcaped from the
hands of the /ndians and French at P fcada-

That a
ody of M qua’s lately returning

teenth Infrant & fav, That when Capt. Mafon
was at Port Real, he cut the faces, and ript
the bellies of two /ndians, and thiew a third
Over hoard in the fight of the French, who
intorming the other {ndians of ir, they have
in revenge barbaroufly Butcher d forty Cap-
gives of ours that were in their hands.
Tiefe Two Caprives efcaped in a Shallop,
which our Enemies wtended to haye fet out
with all the Gircamitancss of 4.Fifurg Shal-
Iop hur to have indeed fisd 1t with Judsans
thet fHould have Clap“c on board any Exghih
¥elfel £hat came n their way 3 They fay that
abouc three or four weeks ago, fome Jadiens

" a pach which they fuppofed to be of the Af.
gea's, they foilowed it cntil they difcoversd
a place where fome™ Canoo's were making,
witereupon twenty Keancbeck Indian N arri
ors wen: tc look furthet after the bufinefs,
who ne -er yet rerirned.  Which gives hope
‘that they may come fhori home but upon
this the Sguaws are feat to Penobfcur, and the
mer ftand on thewr Defence.

I l’unfmomb Sepr 20 b. Two days fince dre
rived here a fmall Veflel from Barvadses,
which s a Letter to Caprain #. K. of 19th
HAuguft that {pezks thus, :

Chriftophers is wholly taken from the French
asgllba fmall ifland called Stacia 5 we are
very ftrong i Shippmg, and our Ships of
W ar zre now gone for [cbago, a very good
place to fuciter from zny Storms, 2fter the
fufpicious months zre over, they will Arrack
the reft of the Frinch places: We have News
heére that K. William s fafe 2rrived in Ire-
dandgand 1s marched with ome bundred and
forty thoufand Foor and Hoxfe. Himfelf leads
ths Body, Duke Scomburgh the tight Wing,
‘and the Barl of Ozford the left Wing, Duke
Huemthion of Scorland leads the forlorn Hope
with ter thon[and men ender him. Great vi-
£tory they dayiy have, and mucn peoptle day-
Yy come n to him, with fubmiffion : He has

mequady, came into Portfmouth on the fix-’

were coming this way to War, but croffing

3

200 Shipping with hum of one fort or other,
above one hundred Sail dayly run between
Ireland and England, with meat for Man and
Beait ; His Majefty being pawilling to truft
falfe freland for it.  France 35 1 much trou-
ble ( and fear ) not only with us buc allo
with his Son, who has revolted againft him
lately, and has great reafon, ) if reports be
true, that the Farker ufed to lic with the Sons
Wite. He has got all the Hugonots, and all
the diffarisfied Papifts, wich the great force
of the D.of Lorragn, and are- now agawnfk
him,, refolving to depofe him of his life and
Kingdom.

1’s Reported the City cf Corkin Freland,
bas proclaimed K. Wiliam, and turned theic
French Landlords out of Doors ; of this there
wants further Confirmation.

From Plimouth Sept, 22. We have an Ac-
count, that on Friday the 1245 Inftant, 1n the
night, our Forces Landing privately, forth-
with furrounded Pegypfeor Fort ; but finding
‘no Indians there, they Marchd to Amon [-
coggsn,  There oo the Lords-day, they kill'd
and took &5 or 16 of the Enemgy, and reco-
vered five Englsfh Captives- moftly belonging
to Oyfte «River ; who advifed, thag the men
had been gone about ten days down o a Ri-
ver, to meet with the French, and the French
naians 5 where they ¢xpeted 0 make up a
Bo¥y of 300 mea. and cengn brit sgainit
Welis o¢ .Pljca!.-:auaj..

pay

<~ 5
Oh Tuefday, the-f.rmy came 20 Qe Vallalgm e

at Adacquuis, bot one of the Velels touchng
a Groiind ffopt. 2. Tide; by which: means,
yohg Bracker, whowasaconliderable diftance
up the River, above Amonofcoggin Fort, bee
ing advifed by an Indian that ran away from
A.sonofenggin, tha an Englifh Atmy was there
attempted his Efcape, ,and came down to
the Sloop- juft as they Game on their Sail.

On Thuriday, they landed at Saco ; a Scout
of 60 men of ours difcover a party of the E~
nemy, and had the -Advantage of killing three
of them, and of taKing sine Canoos, znd am
Englifh cap‘ive named, 7homas Baker, who ine
formed. that the Enemy had left 2 confidera-
ble Plurder at Pegypfcur-Plains, which he fupe
pofed the Enemy was gone to fecure Where-
upon thg Army 1mmediately embark®d. and
arriving there that night, the next morfing
found the Bever-Plinder accordingly.

While our Vellels where at Anchor 1 Caf-
cne-Bay, 6hr Auxiliary-Indians ledging on
fhore. and being too carelefs in their Warch,
the Enesly made an Atiaque vpon them. The
Englsfs forth with repair'd to ther Reliefs |
but were forelv galled, by an CEmbhofcado of
Indians, The Enemy foon quitted the Freld,
efcaping with their Caroe's, whereof ours
took feveral. Ia the Surpnile, we left 9 men,
and had zbout 22 woundcd ; the blow (hict-
Iy fell on oar dear Frierds, the Plunouch Fora

ces, 15 being kil"d 2nd wounded of Caprain
Southwortlh*s Company.

“¥ajar, Printed by K. Picree, for Beryamn Harris, at the LondonCoffce-Houfe, 1639,
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Dr Samuel A. Green of the Massachusetts Historical So-
olety Tells how he Found the only Copy extant:

The three foregoing pages of this supplement,
which are given to the readers of The Boston Globe
March 4, 1897, on the 25th anniversary of its estab-
lishment, form a facsimile reproduction of the earliest
newspaper printed on the ,American continent, and is
taken from the single copy extant, now preserved
among the archives of the Public Record office in
London. It is reproduced here in the exact size or
the original sheet. VB 5

More than 40 years ago the late William Win-
throp, at that time the American consul at Malta,
told me of the existence of such a newspaper in
some public bureau in London, and even mentioned
the year of its publication, but he did not know
where it was to be found, and had forgotten his au-
t-ority for the statement. With this clew, after a
long search among the files of various offices, I dis-
covered the unique sheet in the Colonial state paper
office, and made a copy. which was printed in the
first volume (pages 228-221) of “The Historical Maga-
zine” (Boston) for August, 1857. Before its publication
here,however, Ilearned after my return home that the
late Rev Dr Joseph B. Felt already knew of this early
print, as he had mentioned it in the second edition
of his “‘Annals of Salem’ (II, 14),which was published
in the year 1849,

Some time after my talk with Mr Winthrop, he
sent a communication concerning the matter, signed
“W. W' to the ‘““Notes and Qusries” (London), Feb
o 1807, wWhicT R ANC er At el stine-period-
ical, May 23, from '‘Cl. Hopper,” describing the sheet
very fully, and telling where it could be found.

There is but little contemporary record in re-
gard to the newspaper, but it is known that only
one number was issued, as it was quickly suppressed
by the colonia! authorities. The Massachusetts histor-
i¢al society has in its library a copy of the printed
order supnressing the ‘‘pamphlet,” as there cailed,
which is here given, lize for line, after the original:

BY

.tion it, so far as I

Judge Sewall, in his Letter-Book (I, 112), under
date of Sept 25, 1690, also refers to ‘‘the first sheet
of Oceurrences, which comes out this day. The
order of the governor and council, and these entries
by Sewall, contain the only contemporary allusions
to the contraband publication which have come down
to the present time. Other diaries of that‘early pe-
riod still extant, though few in number, fail to men-
can learn. Presumably, in accord-
ance with the order, copies of the sheet were called
in after they had been printed, which will account for
the extreme rarity of the newspaper.

During the generation just before the issue of this
pioneer :ﬁ)eet. among persons accustomed to the use
of the pen, it was not unusual to write long ‘letters
containing items of public interest rather than of
personal news, and to send them through private
hands to friends or kinsfolk living in other colonies,
or in England. Such communications were called
“news letters” or ‘‘letters of news,”” and it was ex-
pected by the writers that they would be read in a
wider circle than that of the family fireside. Ijhave
seen several such letters, which in their day had been
filed and indorsed *“Publick Occurrences.””

Among the Massachusetts archives (XXXV, 83) at
the state house is a broadside entitled ‘‘The Present
State of New-English Affairs,”” which, late in the au-
tumn of 1689, was published ‘“to prevent false reports. '
It is printed in two columns on one side only of the
sheet, and gives extracts from three letters of In-
crease Mather, then in England, on questions of pub-
lic interest and importance to the colony of the Mas-
sachusetts bay. This broadside bears the Iimprint,
“Doston: Printed and sold by Samuel Green,1689." and
it evidently took the place of a manuscript news-letter,
so common in those times., The fact is significant as
showing a phase of journalistic evolution, which began
with the written letter, and then developed into a
sheet like the one just mentioned. It was also a fore-
runner of ‘‘Public Occurrences, both Foreign and Do-
mestick,” which would have been issued monthly, if
the authorities had not interfered and stopped the
publication.

THE

GOVERNOUR = COUNCIL

V HEREAS fome bave Lately prefumed co Prink and Difper [
@ Pamphtet, Entctuled, Publjck Qccurrences, both For-
reign and Domeftick - Bofton, Thurlday, Sepremb 2 5th
1690 Wuhout the leaft Pryvity or Coualgndnce of Autharily

The Governour and Council having had: the perulal of the faid Pam-
phlet, and finding that therein «s contained Reftections of a very hugh
nature: Asallo [undry doubtful and uncertain Reports, do hereby ma-
nifelt and declare thejr high. Relentment and Difallowancs of faid
Pamphlet, and Order that the fame be Supprefled and called in, ftrick-
ly forbidding any perfon or perfons for the future to Set forth any
thung in Print withoyt Licence firlt abtnined from thofe that are on
fhall be appainted by the Government to grant the fame

By Order of the Governoar & Counctl

BQ!‘!O”‘: September 29th. 1690

Chlef Justice Samuel Sewall, in- his Diary (I, 332-
333), makes two references to the publication, and in
the sirst entry te¢lls the reason why it gave offense,
a3 follows:

Sept 25 (1690). A printed sheet entituled Publick Oceur-
ences comes out, which gives much distaste because not Licensed;
anid because of -the passage referring to the French King and
the Maquas (Mokawks). :

v * . - “ *

Oct 1. Print of the Governor and Council comes out show-
ing their disallowance of the Publick Occurrences.

Oct 2. Mr (Cottor) Mather writes a very sharp letter about it.

[feac Addington, Sas

This act of suppression probably for some years re-
tarded any attempt to start another newspaper, and It
was not until April 24, 1704, that one was established an
A permanent basis. It was known as ‘The Boston
News-Letter,” formerly considered the earliest news-

paper printed on the American continent, and was -

continued for more than 70 years. In the issue of May
5, 1707, there is a publisher’'s advertisement, which
refers to the paper as a ‘‘Publick Letter of Intelli-
gence for, both Foreign and Domestick Occurrences,"’
showing the continuity of the name and the probable
traditions in regard to these various methods of
spreading the news among interested persons.
Samuel A, Green.
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