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SHOWDOWN may come this week on

the Eisenhower Administration’s pro-
gram to tax reduction until 1954.
It is the most significant domestic issue the
Administration has yet faced.

President Eisenhower has asked Congress
to extend until Dec. 31 the excess profits tax
due to expire on June 30. He has aiso op-
posed moving up from next Jan. 1 a 10 per
cent cut in individual income tax rates
scheduled to take effect then.

In so doing. the President and his spokes-
men have made it plain that they do not
like the excess profits tax, and that they
would like to give some relief to individual
faxpayers. Yet they give first priority to
the effort to bring the Federal budget into
‘balance in order to return to a pay-as-you-go
financing plan that would prevent the infla-
tionary effects of continued deficit financing.

The Eisenhower Administration is taking
# calculated political risk. In the campaign
last year, Republican orators made a num-
ber of glib promises of tax reduction. Mil-
lions of Americans expect the party to carry
out its promises. Yet the President is will.
ing o risk the loss of some of his supporters
because he puts a premium value on honest
and e government financing.
Latest reports are that a majority of both
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view of the Congressional proclivity for

investigations, it is indeed strange that
2 Senate appropriations subcommittee has
decided not to look into the discharge of Dr.
Allen V. Astin, director of the Bureau of
Standards.

Explaining the decision, Senators Ellender
and Bridges say too many persons have asked
to testify, and that the investigation would
take up too much time.

the decision not to hold a hearing. When
Dr. Astin was fired by Secretary Weeks, the
integrity of the Bureau of Standards was
*  impugned. The personal reputation of Dr.
Astin was also impaired by Secretary Weeks'
original announcement, though he later. is-
sued a second statement saying he meant no

BOVE the big clock in the office of Dr.

Douglas Southall Freeman was this

sign: “Time alone is irreplaceable; waste it
~ pot”

‘The motto served him well.
to a rigid schedule that utilized every mo-
‘ment profitably, the famed Richmond editor
and writer turned ont a stupendous volume

radio

o
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The explanation is more incredible than =

“the

By adhering

ONE-MAN VETO THREATENS TAX PROGRAM

House and Senate would go along with the
President if a measure extending the excess
profits tax another six months ever gets out
of the Ways & Means Committee. Chances
of action are slim, however, because of the
uncompromising attitude of Daniel Reed,
chairman of the committee. Under the rules
of Congress, only the committee chairman
can “call up” a bill for action. That gives
the chairman an effective veto ‘over new
legislation. Reed continues to insist that it
is more important for the Republican Party
to cut taxes in hopes of winning the 1954
Congressional election than it is to balance
the budget.

In all probability, Reed represents the
minority sentiment in the nation. The Amer-
ican people have confidence in the Eisen-
hower Administration's integrity, and they
are convinced that it is doing a workmanlike
job of reducing government spending. They
would, we are quite confident, approve the
President's tax program if they had a chance
to express themselyes,

Yet, because of the Congressional rules,
Reed holds the power of life and death over
ihe excess profits tax bill. That is too much
authority to vest in one individual, and Con-
gress had best look to reform of this rule
if it hopes to hold the respect of the people.

- ASTIN WILL GO, WITHOUT A HEARING

criticism of Dr. Astin as a scientist.

Meanwhile, a special committee of distin-
guished scientists has been studying the
work of the Bureau of Standards, and is due
to make a report in the near future. Senator
Ellender says he asked Secretary Weeks to
withdraw the dismissal of Dr. Astin until
after the study report is completed, but
Weeks refused.

s it now stands, Astin will be removed
rekardless of the findings of the scientists
and without any Congressional investiga-
tion. Not only is that an unfair way to treat
a distinguished scientist who has rendered
exceptional public service, but it jeopardizes
fessional reputation of the Bureau of
Standards which, until before Weeks, had
worldwide prestige.

D. DOUGLAS SOUTHALL FREEMAN

to travel, and to serve as guest lecturer at
colleges and universities.

He excelled in everything he tried (though
he considered himself a poor lecturer), But
he was at his best In the careful, painstaking
detail of his historical works. Under his pen,
the record of great periods in American his-
tory came into clear focus, giving this and
future generations an invaluable store of
and a highly useful source of

of worl

mentator, lecturer, author of the monumen-
tal four-volume Robert E. Lee, the three-
volume Lee’s Lieutenants, and the nearly
complete biography of George Washington,
Dr. Freeman also managed to find time to
carry on a heavy personal correspondence,

—

guidance,

Dr. Freeman's death at 67 of a heart attack
takes from the scene one of the most sig-
nificant men of the age, a man from whom
much has been received and a man who
promised a great deal more.

IT ISN'T THE PEN'S FAULT

[E OTHER day we bemoaned the sorry
penmanship of letter-writers, which an-
| nually costs the post office thousands of
| dollars, handling improperly addressed mail.
We of course should have pointed out that
[ post office pens encourage illetibility. Every
P. 0. pen we have known appears to have

been used as a dart.
not deserve its poor repu-
Last week a House subcommittee
asked Assistant Secrefary of Commerce Craig
R. Sheaffer. a pen and ink manufacturer

from way back, aboutthis pen probleh. He
promptly absolved the P. 0. pen of guilt
The trouble. he said, stems from that darned

post office ink.

A post office explanation of this ink's back-
ground strengthens Mr. Sheaffér's position.
Post office specifications require ink to be
bought in powdered, paste, or tablet form
‘That makes for easy shipping to local post
offices, where it's then dil with a re-
sult no more pleasing to the user than
powdered egzs, or powdered milk

say

Properly pampered, even a post office pen
will put up with such ink. But, as post
office official sadly explains, nobody bothers
to wipe off the st nib with T,

_like you used to do back in sc And

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

after a few days of use the pen is shot
There's one optimistic note, though—the
post office is willing to revolutionize its pen
department, and switch to ball-points, if
someone comes up with a good one—cheap,
serviceable. and with a chain strong enough
to deter the strongest penswiper. We pass
on the challenge to the inventive types. Next
to a hair-grower, a good post office’pen will
bé most appreciated by a grateful public.

SURPLUS SOLUTION

(V.\m. Olaf Gotzsche was puzzled. He liked
4 the United States, almost as well as his
native Denmark. But he had one gripe.

“Why are you so stingy with butter®” he
asked reporters. “Such little pats of it on
the table, and such huge quantities in ware-
houses!™

Back in Denmark, he explained, they have
a solution to the butter surplus.

“What we don't sell abroad we put in our
stomachs instead of in storage.”

During this June Dairy Month—and any
old time—Carl Olaf's advice is sound—a
lot sounder than this country’s butter sub-
sidy program.

BLAME THOSE TRAVEL POSTERS!

PSYCHIATRIST was complaining the

other night. that we Americans are be-

coming a nation of sp!

B ‘we are more and more of two m
¢ things, and that maybe politics is
of this uncertainty. We are re
with him about the uncerts
about its cause. The blame lie
| ties but with tavel posters.

personalities

iy to
ty. but not
t with poli-

tous and disturbing feature of modern life.
At almost every turn, you are confronted by
the most seductive invitations to get away
from where you happen to be. to get away
by luxurious ship or fast plane or dependable
train. But there is no agreement at all as
.. ‘g where you should go: Britain for the coro-
mation. France for a look at the Loire coun-
#ry or sun basking on the Hiviera, Italy for
~ history and culture, Rio or Havana? Sun
Valley or Key West?

A

These posters have become a most ubiqui- ~

The rotation of the seasons feeds the in-
decision. Maine or Wisconsin?  Michigan or
Calorado? The St. Lawrence or the Canadian
Rockies? Lake Champlain or Yellowstone?
Mountain and ski slope or forest and stream?
Cactus and sand or sea and surf? Fifth Ave.
and shops or palms and cabanas?

There is only one common feature to
all these enticing and confusing  blandish-
ments. The advertising artists have illustrated
all of them with the most glamorous women
—mostly bathing beauties—their brushes and
imaginations could create. These ravishing
figures, whose beauty never walked through
an earthly night, are well calculated to stir
up wanderlust in a man, if not in a woman,
but their presence on beach and in palace,
on dode ranch and on mountain slope re-
solves ng indecision, answers no questions of
where to go and how. )

A
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“Hey — How Much Are You Gonna Deliver?’

¥

People’s Platform
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Separate Schools, Religion
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur News;
] SHOULD like to record my opposition to the
present program of private religious instruc-
tion in the public schools.

My opposition to the program is based upon
my conviction that private religious instruction
has no place in a public school system. As soon as
it is included, the public school system, in effect,
endorses and sanctions the program. The mem-
bers of minority religious groups are placed, by of-
ficial action of the Board of Education, in a very
difficult position. |

Not to permit one's child to take the instruc-
tion stigmatizes him and calls attention unneces-
sarily to the differences in religious approach
which exist among us. To permit one's child to
participate in the program sets up an_inevitable
conflict of authority bétween what the child learns
at school and the religious instruction of the home

* and church. No parent, of whatever religious per-

suasion, should be placed in this dilemma in a demo-
cratic community.

It was to prevent such situations and to pro-
tect the rights of religious minorities that the prin-
ciple of the separation of the church and state
was established. It is my belief, as a member of
a minority group and a parent, that this prin-
ciple should be maintained in letter and spirit
by those entrusted with the responsibility of our
schools in a democratic community.

ose who support the program of religious
instruction are people of the highest motivation
and opposition to their program should in no
wise be construed as criticism of them or of their
particular religious approach. Those who oppose the
program are also highly motivated and possess
deep refigious and democratic convictions. It is grat-
ifying that the issue has been placed before you
and the public at such a high level. It is the hope,
1 am sure, of all public spirited citizens that this
high level of discussion be maintained.

EDWARD A. CAHILL

Grateful For Bible Instruction
\ CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tite Nrws)
S a former student of Bible at Central High
School, 1 feel that the citizens of Charlotte
should know how important it is that the Bible
classes not be dropped from the hizh school cur-
ricula
1 took two years of Bible,
always be very grateful to all who helped make
the class possible. Miss Janet Ro son’s classes
were always averflowing: some who wished o elect
Rible even had to be turned away for lack of

for which T shall

e,
In my three years at Central 1 never heard
one’ word of conflict_about the value
of the course. | never heard a w
£TOUD express g
course. A teacher’s personal inte:
ly must enter into the lectures, b
told the other, different interpretations,
Since 1 have entered college and come in
contact with girls from all ‘over the country, I
have been told over and over again how lucky I
should consider myself to have come from a city
where Bible is taught in the sch One of Char-

we were always

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

lotte's claims to fame Is that it is one of the few
cities where this system has wol

The Baptist ministers stated that Bible should
be left to the church and the home. This sounds
very desirable, but how much Bible is being taught
in the churches and homes? Why don't our young
people know more about the Bible? There are
those who don't go to Sunday School, and who
don’t have Bible teaching in the home, and among
those who do go to Sunday School there are few
who know the Bible. Why not let us continue to take
advantage of an opportunity to learn from trained,
inspired teachers unti] the time when church and
home do the job effectively?

I wonder if the ministers have visited the
Bible classes, if they really know what's going on
there. I think that if they did realize how valuable
the classes are to the students, they could not
possibly urge their discontinuation. I wonder, too,

h group isn't consistent enough to demand
that daily homeroom devotionals be stopped.

T hope that the citizens will realize the im-
portance of this issue and consider it seriously.
This decision will effect.the character develop-
ment of Charlotte youth. Let us remember that the
will of God is the all-important consideration.

~—STUDENT, WCUNC

Baptist Position Well-Founded
- CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tur News:
J* is commendable, that a group of Baptist min-

isters have called attention to the ethical and
moral inconsistency of the use of our public school
system by a religious organization. This is partic-
ularly significant in the face of the assumption
that the Baptist denomination is the greatest sup-
posed beneficiary. deserve community
praise for their straight thinking and objective
application of the ethics and morals of religion.

That the Board of Education and School au-
thorities should be prevailed upon to set by ex-
ample, before the children of the community, a
disregard for the American, Constitution and the
spirit of American law, is a regrettable occurrence,

Certainly, an examination of the First Amend.
ment and the Virginia “Act for Establishing Re-
ligious Freedom”, upon- which the First Amend-
ment was based, will clearly outline the intent of
dis-establishment and restriction of religion to a
private interest. In fact so firmly had the principle
of, separation of church and state been established
thit in 1868 Congress declared as “unnecessary” an
amendment to the 14th Amendment proposed by
President Grant. such amendment to insure na-
tional application of the prohibition against the
teaching of religious tenets in the public school
system. How wrong that Congress was!

The decision of the Supreme Court in the Me-
Collum case is clear enouf® regarding the use
of taxsupported institutions for religious instruc.
tion. No tax in any amount, large or small, cai
be levied to support any religious activities or insti-
tutions, whatever form they may adopt to teach
or practice religion”.

Can any rationalization, evasion or quibbling
over the fine points of the law justify abandoning
under any pretext whatsoever, regardless of its
merits, a fundamental of American freedom and

the Constitution?
GEORGE WEITZ

Is Genial But Dishearteni

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
is 0dd to find onself seated
at a table with the ememy.
s o b nervos
is a small rather
man, with a thin face, long, hon~
ey-colored hair, a smart double-
breasted gabardine suit, and a
fondness for Lucky Strike ciga-
rettes and Seagram's VO Whisky.
This is how the enemy looked,
when the First Secretary of the
Soviet Embassy agreed to lunch ©
with one of these r]ekpor\x:nbe s
“People do not like
vﬂ.h‘:: Russians,” Mr. Fedoseev
s the luncheon began.
“This is why I was so surprised
when you telephoned me.” M
Fedoseev was not alone
prise. It is a.Washington report-
er’s job to talk to diplomats—any
diplomats. But no Soviet diplomat
had ever before agreed to meet a
“congenital murderer,” as Andrei
Vyshinsky once described these
reporters.
LIKES U. S. LITERATURE
Yet, across the endless gull
which stretched out across the
small restaurant table. the lunchs
eon was a rather genial occasion.
Mr. Fedoseev volunteered an ad-
miration for American literature.
He had even, he remarked, taught
his young daughter some Ameri-
can ‘literature — “Your famous
poem, ‘I shoot an arrow into the

air.

Everybody in Russia, he said,
learned American literature, “like
your great poem, Hiawatha.! He
had learned this masterpiece him-
self, as a boy in Leningrad. The
remark evoked a curious mental
image of endless ranks of little
Russian hoys, solemnly reciting in
unison “On the Shores of Gitche
Gumee "

As the level steadily dropped in
Mr. Fedoseev's glass of Seagram's
and soda (which he had firmly or-
dered when offered a Martini) a
curious dual image of the man be-
gan to ap; On the one hand,
there was a_human_ beigg. Like
other human beings, Mr. Fedoseev
was clearly fond of his only daugh-
ter. Like other human beings, he
was worried by such matters as
the rent of his apartment — *‘terri-
bly. terribly high." Like other hu-

beings, he was proud of his
country — there was @ note of
perfectly genuine pride in his voice
when he said, “Before the revolu-
tion Russia was a backward coun-
try. Is not a backward country
now, no?"

On1 the other hand, there was the
official Fedoseey, the product of
his system. The contact estab-
lished between one human being
and another was instantly brok-
en when political matters came to

%

the fore. The tone of the conversa:
tion remained

came $O futile, that
e mbject. Dot MENFens

sul . . B
oceer. his superiors will be glad

to know, was persistent, clever,
and well prepared. He was obvi.

the American press.
He quoted Senator MeCarthy:
“Your Senator McCarthy does not
like us, no? But he has said that
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil decisions on Korea was illegal
—just what we have said all
along.” ,He quoted Secretary of
Defense Wilson; “Your Seeretary
Wilson says our military arrange-
ments are purely defensive and
that you Americans need only fear
our Russian ideas.” Above all, he
Winston  Churchi

Jearned by heart: *“‘As Churchill
said, in n ting it is neces-
sary to consider not only the se-
curity of the West, but also the

security of the East."
At times, he sounded a little
like a cat attempting to reassure
: you

u
fear us?” he asked. “An atmos.
phere of fear is bad for business-
Jike negotiations. Out policy is a
policy of peace.” or again:
is no reason between us for a
war. We are the only two great
powers which have never fought.
Did we burn down the White
House in 1812?"

The reply was obvious—"Some
day you might do a damn sight
worse than burn down our White
House.”" But the luncheon ended
on a good-humored note,
Fedoseev moistly sl ands,
and said, “Next time, it must be

on_me.
Probably there will be no next
time. Enemies do not often or
easily break bread together, and
it is not much use to do so when
there can be no real contact be-
tween each other. But as Mr.
Fedoseev's small figure disap-
pearpd, walking rapidly and nerv-
v fowards the Soviet Embas-
sy, it seemed a pity that this
should be so, It seemed a pity
that the system which Mr. Fed-
oseev serves, which imperils free-
dom and may one day imperil the
very existence . of the United
States, should have transformed
this rather nice little man into the
enemy.

Knowland, Like Taft, Has Not
Hesitated To Oppose President

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

THE NEW ACTING. leader of

Senate Republicans, William

F. Knowland of California, has

been known particular] for his

strong  backing of Nationalist

China's Chiang Kai-shek and for

his outspokenness on issues where
he has a sincere conviction.

Like Sen. Robert A. Taft (R.
Ohio)—who because of illness des-
ignated Knowland June 10 to act
for him during thig session of Cof-
gress—the 45-year-old Californian
often has agreed with President
Eisenhower, but has not hesitated
to differ with him.

Courted by both Eisenhower and
Taft forces at the
dential Convention in 1952,
land stuck by Gov. Earl Warren
of California until the last. Only
after Eisenhower had won a clear-
cut victory did Knowland line' up

with him,
AGREE AND DISAGREE

Here are some instances
rounded up by Congressional
Quarterly of agreements and dif-
ferences on key issues:

1. The Californian enthusiastical-
ly supported the President's
pledge to give states title o off-
shore oil lands and backed the bill
in the Senate.

2. He went on record April 8
against heavily reduced military
spending. despite the Administra-
tion's $5 billion cuts in the new
defense budget. "

3. He has tabbed as definitely

doubtful any extension of the ex-
cess profits tax until 1854, as
urged by Mr. Eisenhower.

4. On June 1, he denounced cur-
rent proposals to end the Korean
conflict and warned of a “Far
Eastern Munich." But in mid-June
when South Korean President

Syngman Rhee opposed the pro-
posed tduce, Knowland warned
Rhee not to “endanger the se-

curity” of the U. S. by obstruct:
ing_the truce.

Examples cited by CQ of Know-
land's outspokenness prior to this
year:

1. Generally critical of the Tru-
man Administration’s Far Eastern
policy, he nevertheless praised
Secretary of State Dean Acheson
for his handing of the Japanese
Peace Treaty in 1951

2. The same year he was one of
eight Republicans declaring Gen.
Douglas MacArthur's plan the only
“positive” one for “victory in the
Korean war.” v,

3. During the troops-to-Europe
debate in 1951, Knowland called
for Congressional approval of four
divisions, but wanted future troops
sent abroad only on a 1:6 ratio
with European troops.

During 1949 and 1950 Knowland
sponsored several amendments to
provide funds and aid to National-
ist China. In 1851 he said Chiang
left Chi for Formosa only be-
cause “he did not receive sufficient
support, both moral and material”
{rom the U. S.

MéKay’s Reply To Pearson Ghosted

WASHINGTON

ECRETARY of the Interior Douzlss Me-
Kay, a genial gentleman who . fover-
nor’ of Oregon enjoyed cowboy bats-and

rodeos, has written me a
issue with a recent column whi
his plans to turn Bonneville
over to the private utilities

Actually 1 haven't received tt
but 1 feel sure the Secretary of
ferior must have written it
have seen the letter publishe
papers. I gugss he forgot tc
or e, due to the ecor
dec to save the three

Anyway he released it to th
so 1 guess it’s all right for m
it the same way. I'd like to <
cents 100.

Careful investigation convinc
although the Secretary of 3
signed the lctter, he did not acty
it. T am convinced of this by t
First, 1 am sure if Secretary M
self had written it he wou
more accurate. Second my
Interior Department advise that the letter
was_written in Washington on the night
of June 8 while McKay himsels was (lying
to_Portland, Ore.

It was written by Undersecretary Ralph
Tudor and his staff who stayed up part of

night drafting it Secretary McKay had
not read my column at that time, so he
couldn’t have commented on i, though

he was shown an advance copy when his
plane reached Denver about 2 A. M.

Later that morning. when he got to Port-
land, the copy of “his" letter to me was
waiting for him, having been sent by tele-
by Undersecretary Tudor. Secretary
McKay and his press aide, Larry Smith,
then rushed it off to the press in time
for the afternoon papers.

The Secretary challenged my statement
that the House Appropriations Committee
“knocked out” the law of 1006 passed un-
der Teddy Roosevelt by which public
groups such as cities and co-operatives get
preference in buying: power {rom govern-
ment dams. Technically he is right and I
am wrong. The committee didn't “knock
out” the law. It just nullified it. It adopted
the simple expedient of voting no money
to transmit power to cities, co-operatives,
etc., which certainly “knocks out” the
fect of the law. I am glad to correct that

T,

Who Prepared Contract

NE impostant thing in Secretary Mc-
Kay's letter, which he repeats three
times, is that he didn't prepare the pro-
posed contract whereby the private util-
ities take over Bonneville power.
“Bonneville Administrator Paul Raver
did not ‘receive a copy of this new con-
tract from Washington."" the Tudor letter

written to me for Secretary re-

peated. “The contracts were originated in
the administrator’s office at Portland, Ore.
Copies were sent to Washington.”

Secretary McKay is partly wrong abo
this. And since he- attaches- so much im-
portance to the point, let's examine the
facts. The fact is that during the week of
March 23, James Polhemus, head of Port.
land General Electric. conferred in Wash-
iugton with Secretary McKay and other
officials. Following this, Polhemus wrote a
letter, dats arth 26, in which he virtual-
ly dictated the main points of the con-
tract by which the private utilities wanted
to take over Bomneville power.

One important point in the letter was
that no more Bonneville power was to pe
sold to private industry until the utili
ties' requirements had been met. This was
also em| ed in the final draft of tze
contract.

Further talks were held in Washington,
and, at Secretary McKay's direction, talks
were continued in Portland. He not only
knew about the talks, but was sympathetic
to them, and directed that they be heid.
The talks began on March 30, with Puget
Sound Light & Power, Pacific Power &
Light, Mountain States Power, as weil as
Portland General Electric, attending.

Uti

es Wrote Contract

on 6, the meeting was en-
larged to include California-Oregon Co.,

California-Pacific Utilities, Montana Power,

and Washington Water Power. Idaho Power
was the only major Northwest company not
attending. At this meeting further progress
as made_in_outlining a contract, and on
April 8 Bonneille Administrator Raver
sent a schedule of these negotiations to As-
Secretary of the Interior Aandahl,
together with a copy of Polhemus' letter
of March 26,

Finally, on or about May 18; Secretory
McKay gave his final okay to the historic
change in policy whereby government pow-
er would be handed over to the utilities.
And on May 22 Raver mailed copies of the
amazing new contracts to Alcoa, Reynolds
Metals. Kaiser Aluminum, American Car-
borundum and other big industries using
government power from Bonneville,

These contracts, of which I have a ecopy,
are 40 pages long, excluding exhibits—too

and complicated for repetition here.

However, they refute categorically Sec-
retary McKay's statement in the letter
Undersecretary Tudor wrote for him to
me _that:

“The privately owned public utilities will
have no right to decide who gets any of ‘he
power generated at the federal dams, except
that which each of them individually sells.”

In brief. the contract provides for the
most important right-about-face of gavern.
ment policy regarding government power
20 years; and f Secretary McKay still chal
lenges this statement. T suggest that he
submit it to a committee of Congress for
thorough investigation.




