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! WILLIAM OATIS—SYMBOL OF FREE MEN

0 LONG as AP Correspondent William

Otis remained in his Czech. prison cell,
the great tradition for which he stood—
freedom of information—was weakened and
sullied.

By force and by trickery. the masters of
(the slave state Russian satellite had man-

/ aged to trample on all democratic principles
of news gathering and news reporting
Makers of their ownsrules, fearful of an
informed public, they had sought to make
of Oatis an example of their power over the
minds and beings of all people in their juris
diction.

But through it all. Oatis’ spirit of defiance.
his loyalty to principle. and his conviction
that he had done no wrong never wavered
He bent, as most men will bend. to the cold
and efficient psychological treatment applied
by his captors. But he never broke

And now William Oatis, once again a free
man, becomes a svmbol for free men evers-
where—and a useful and needed symbol
He has written a large chapter in the lonz
struggle of free men to keep open the
sources of information. to resist attempts
by governmental authority to keep its sub-

chained in darkness and ignorance.
Rigid control of public information is the
first requirement of totalitarian rule. A free
press cannot exist under dictatorship for
the very simple reason that dictatorship
cannot exist with a free press. Hitler, Mus.
solini. Hirohito, Stalin, Peron—all the die-
tators of modern times have crushed free-
dom of information as a necessary prelim-

i

inary to fasteni iron control on their
peaples
So lonz 4s William Oatis walks among

he will he a

eminder that it can happen

here. just 3s 1t happened in Czechoslovakia,
if froedom of information, freedom of speech,
freedom of assembly, freedom of religion
and press are ever weakened or threatened
by ambitious. powerhungry political leaders.

The American people rejoice in Oatis’
release They homor him for having carried
out his journalistic duties with scrupulous

attention 1o the digaing out and reporting
of all the facts And if they are wise. they
will ever keep under intense scrutiny any
effort by government to deny. them the
information that belongs to them as free
citizens of a free society

A MOOT POINT, BUT INTERESTING

CATHOLIC PRIEST in Ahoskie, N C,

has raised an interesting point in the
continuing public debate over the separation
of church and state

Father Raphael Landser of St Charles
Catholic Church contends that the holding
of baccalaureate services in the Ahoskie
Baptist Church, or in any church of any
denomination, is “a violation of the spirit,
if not the letter” of the Bill of Rights.

In reply. the Rev. Oscar Creech, for 28
years pastor of the church and now an
official of Chowan College at Murfreeshoro,
eays there is “no violation in the pinciple
of separation of church and state’-He cites
the long tradition of holding Ahoskie bacca-
laureate services in churches.

By custom, senior classes select their bac-
calaureate speakers, and also the site of the
ceremony. In many instances school audi-
toriums™ are simply not large enough for the
students, their parents and their {riends. The
stories from Ahoskie are not clear on this
point. As a practical matter, however, jt
would have 1o be considered.

Tradition is of no importance if a v
issue has been raised. But Is this a valid
issue”

Father Landser’s profest was sent to the
Roanoke-Chowan News in the form of a let-
ter, and appeared to have been directed to
the parents of the community. Certainly. the
choice of place and speaker was dictated
neither by the Baptist Church nor by the
State. It was by vote of the seniors.

1f there is a wrong hereit should be

B

remedied by the paregts of the community
through their children There is no violation
of the letter of the law. Yet if one or more
Ahoskie seniors, or their parents, object on
religious grounds ta attending a school cere-
mony in a denominational church their ob-
jection should be given heed. The historic
record of Protestant opposition to encroach-
ment by the State or the Church into the
realm of the other should dictate a sym-
pathetic reception of this protest.

MORE THAN AN HONOR

HARLOTTE CIVITANS mer!’| a pat on

« the back for giving even greater signifi-
cance to their annual citizenship awards

In the past, the semiors in the 13 high
schools in Mecklenburg chosen by the fellow
students as the “best citizens” have been
given medals. The honor was the important
thing, the gift a symbol.

Now the Civitans have gone forward an-
other step. This vear, for the first time. the
13 winners will be given a fiveday guided.
expense-paid tour of the nation's capital and
historic places in Virginia
And having seen where American history
made, and where the high standards of
citizenship have been shaped through the
generations, the youngsters will return home
better equipped to continue their roles as
kood citizens in the coming years

This is a civic enterprise at
Our manners to the Charlotte club

is best

WHEN EDITORS GET TOGETHER

EADERS of this page, both the faithful
(bless 'em) and. the occasional, would
have gotten many a chuckle at our expense
from the eritiques at Saturday’s conference of
N C. editorial writers in Chapel Hill
Not that we pretend to perfection. or even
to a saperior brand of craftsmanship The
editorial writer who stays in the business for
of time without developing a

awareness of his shortcomings is
fellow or an insufferabie
When the editoriat writer spreads his

thoughts on the public print day after dav.
he expects to be caught up on. and told
about. his frequent errors of fact. his lapses
of logic. his flaws of syntax and style The
quick reaction from his alert readers is one
of the calculated risks of this business

You would that the edltorial writer
would get enough eriticism from his readers
to satisfy him But no. he goes off 10  ron:

From The Woll Strect Jo

ference hike the one at Chapel Hill and asks
for more Weeks prior to the meeting. pazes
are exchanzed among members of the critique

groups Each man takes out the red pencil
and marks up someone else’s pages And in
the noholdsbarred discussion, even the

toughest skin 15 scarred.

After it is all over, the editorial writers
are friends agan. They have profited from
reading another man's work with a cntical
exe for in so domng they spotted their own
misdeeds. And they have profited from the
1sm of the other members of the

Daoley once said that the duty of a
ta afflict the comfortable, and
afflicted. In applyinz the first
mandate to their own craft
wl wrters of North Carolina are
faith with themselves with their
and with the best traditions of a
free and responsible press.

newspaper 1s
the

comfort
$ that

readers

FOR SOMEBODY ELSE

their Uncle Sam

RS really want
to spend less money™
2 recent story (rom nur
is the plaimtive wen
lhur‘ C n

recent cuts in

Said Mr
“A grange ser
the lopping off
pulp company execut cerned over
the scaling down of forestry funds A bhu
ness aseociation deplores the discontinuance

Cotton

e is co

of an industrizl census, A nurseryman is
worried about control of the Japanece
beetle.”

An engineering firm. be says. complains

about a reducfion in weather burgau funds
“They forget that this bureau hag expanded
mearly 280 per cemt in the last decade and
the weather hasn't improved a bit ™

Mr. Cotton is a member of Jhe House
Appropriations Committee and -he knows
a lot about what cuts are being made. He
also wonders if, politically speaking, it's

all worth while. “An Administration whigh—~to change the sys

es people of enough fancied benefits
put the nation back on a pay-asyougo
" be told his constituents in a recent
fetter, *is likely to be a hero in history but
8 dead pigeon now.”

We must say that we bave a lot of nym-
pathy for Mr. Cotton and for all the rest of

.

: 1

he Congressmen who are trying

1 the country’s economy stable
st habits are hard to break
habits And the trouble
ike Mr Cotton are running into now comes
f om habits the people acquired over some
20 years It 1s difficult for an indiwidual
10 quit a habit of two decades. it is much
more difficult for a people collectively to
o thewr w

To be sure. the politicians cultivated these
hanits n the people. The narcotie of getting
from government made the

especially
Congressmen

the

4t what they got back was

what they zave. They paid
at v the <peeches that all of this
was something nothin; The planners
< twisted into & “Bcialist scheme a  pretty
phrase about promoting the general welfare
and told the people that the Tovernment

owed them their living and their ease.
such a svstem feeds upon ftself and
e it 15 a corrupt system it sickens
what it feeds upon Finally many peo-
ple came to realize that the system was bad
and that it had to be changed So they sup-
ported and elected to o men pledged
—to reduce taxes, to
spending

the people

ice

balance the budget and ¢
The answen is. of course

do want the overn

so much money

let the cutg s

of us are willing to cut

though

and szve_ eves
it burts—somebody else.

‘Maybe We'd Better Start With A Big 2 Meeting’

P43 e CABImCToN PeT o

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and

address must be givem, but may be withheld

from publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

A Memory Of ‘Callie’

ditors, Tur Nrw:
I\E\\ SPAPERS IX’! currently publishing releases
about the records of the Ford archives ded:
cated May 7 as part of the 50th anniversary of
the auto empire celebration.

Some of the news releases refer to Mr. Fords
beloved wife “Callie” One item in my memory
about her I believe has never been published.

During the early 1920's I was acquainted with
several young women ipvestigators in the Public
Welfare Department at Detroit.

With Mrs. Ford's quiet. unassuming back-
ground mterest in the welfare of unfortunate peo-
ple. she appeared one day at the Welfare oflice
while the women were recewing their dally as-
signments.

It was

NEWTON

a cold clammy

day of con-

tinuous ramn and darkness Notieng that they
were not too well prepared to cope with the
weather. she asked them if they had to go out

afoot under such conditions.

Not long after her visit. on the same day. a
gleaming brand new Ford sedan of that period
was delivered free of all charge. at the entrance
of the Welfare office. This was told to me by
one of the women investigators on the same day

E. F. LUMBER

Endorsement Appreciated
HARLOTTE
Fditors. Tur News:
WISH to express my deep appreciation of the

Nattering  editorial which you had im The
Charlotte News of May 13 regarding the action
of the Meckleaburg County Bar Association in en-
doreing me for appointment by the Governor as a
Superior Court Judge.

The endorsement by the Mecklenburg County
appreciated and 1 wanted
rl‘["nhr(! of the Governors
tter 1 shall l‘\N’ be grateful to
you and also to my [u”n\\ members of the Bar

FRANCIS 0. (‘L\RLM)\

More Hospital Beds Needed

CHARLOTTE

Editors Tur Nrws
FELT an ironic sense of amusement mixed with
#sgust when | read the article in The News deal-

ime with the propased site for a unit for Negroes,

to be built at Memorial Hospital. The article read

m part. and 1 quote. “There are more than BS0

s for white patients in Charlotte. Since there are

ahout 100000 white citwzens in the city, that pro-

wides one bed per 115 residents” This is an ut-

tariv false statement. and makes obscure an im

portant medical problem which exists

Including all those living in the fringe areas,
just outside city limits. there are quite a lot more
than 100000 white citizens, but that is a mn
point. The real issue, which is so blithely over-

Drew Pearson’s

looked. is that Charlotte hospmls receive patients
from all over the states of both North and South
Carolina. Taking this into u\nwldrr‘mon_ it is in-
stantly perceivable that it is inaccurate in the ex-
treme, to claim there is one bed per 115 residents
Charlotteans have been spoon-fed medical sur-
veys and reports. stating that we, the people, have
practically no complaints to make, about our doc-
tors. hospital facilities. or anything pertaining
to the medical care we receive, but nothing cduld
be much further from the truth.
1 am fortunate 1 hike my doctor
ton many peaple express deep dissatisfaction with
therr doctors, are worried and
alarmed. at the inadequacy of the hospitals.
few beds. and in particular
her of private rooms for patients are cited as their
cause for concern
At the height of the flu epidemic last Win-
ter. an atticle was printed in one of the news-
papers stating that most doctors were treating their
patients at home Al the same time, hospital ad-
ministrators at two Charlotte hospitals privately
admitted they had a waiting list of way over a hun-
dred at one institution, and 90 odd at the other.
1t is high time that truthful. informative ar-
ticles are published, explaining, if cxplanation
possible, why Charlotte. a medical center and fast
growing city. does not provide cither a much-
needed new hospital, or a greatly enlarged city hos-

leon, Taft In Dlscgreement»r ¢

- On Basic Security Policies |
By JOS!PH & S'I’MIT ALSOP

WASHINGTO!
ERHAPS the best clue of vhlt
~ has really been happening in-
side the Administration was given
at the recent meéting of the Busi-
ness” Advisory Council
Springs. Rumors of curious events
at this government-sponsored, sup-
- the - record rglly of

s men

cance.

In brief, Vice-President Richard
Nixon attended the meeting as a
featured speaker, while Sen. Rob-
ert A. Taft was in Hot Springs to
spend a week-end with Mrs. Taft,
who had been taking a short holi
Vice-President
meeting
which the Senator chanced to drop

day there. The
spoke Wt a  dayti

in on.

Bearing in mind that the able
and serious Nixon has taken a
most active part in the work of the
National Security Council, what he
had to say was downright startling.

n the first part of his talk, the
embroidered
wcenes that have pow become fa<
miliar in the Eisenhower adminis-
tration, declaring that we must be
careful not to crush the free en-
terprise system under too heavy a
defense burden. He then went on,
to point out that there
were other dangers to consider as
well. Specifically, he frank-
Iy warned that in a rather short
time the Kremlin would be able to
destroy the United States by air-

Vice-President

however,

atomic attacks.

Four years was the interval of
comparative safety the Vice-Presi-
dent allowed. This suggests, inci-
that the National Secur-
ity Council is somewhat more hope-
ful than some of the scientists,
who have forecast that the dan-
ger of air-atomic destruction by
the Kremlm will begin in two to
But this also suggests
—indeed it can almost be taken
as solid proof—that the highest
American policy-making body ac-
cepts this future danger as alto-

dentally,

three yea

gether real.
Having described

altogether

paralyzed  when

re
achieved this terrible capability.

The so-called
policy

s ave 3
but the full story is
needed to give the full signifi-

me

the danger,
Nixon went on to point out that the
Kremlin would always be able to
launch an attack on this country
by surprise, He therefore argued,
convincingly,
American policy would tend to be

the

“containment”
ras not good enough, he as-  spending.

at

serted, precisely because it would
not forestall this future danger.
What was needed (crudely sum-
marizing Nixon's more careful lan-
guage) was a rolkback of Soviet
Hot  power This in turn necessitated
effective American military pow-
er_And these were the reasons, the
Ville-President concluded, why the
American defense budget could
not be cut so deeply as the best
interest of the economy probably
demanded, and as the assembled
members of the Business Advisory
Council no doubt wished.

Senator Taft also attended the
dinner meetings, and he was then
called on to say a few words
ignored the really striking features
of the Vice- President's address—
the acknowledgment of the future
air-atomie danger, and the sugges-
tion that this danger must be fare-
stalled  But he roundly attacked
the Eisenhower defense program

and the Vice-President's plea for
that program. On these points, Taft
spoke strongly and vehemently.

The Senator’s argument was sim-
ple. The Eisenhower -defense pro-
gram, he quite correctly assert-
«d, was a mere revision of the Tru-
man program. It ‘was_essentially
the work of the sime Joint Chiels
of Staff who had drawn up-the Tru-
man program. The Senator had
never made any secret of bis dis-
trust for the present Joint Chiefs.

What he wanted, the Senator
went on, was a new look at Ameri-
ca’s military-strategic problem by
new Joint Chiefs whom he could
tryst. He hoped Chiefs
would come up with a_program
costing less than the Eisenhower
program. He did not exclude the
possibility of their coming up with
a more costly program; it might be
that many things had been left un-
done which ought to have been
done.

ady

the

1f such a new look were made,
however, by new Joint Chiefs in
whom he could have confidence,
the Senator would back the pro-
fram that resulted. But he was un.
able to accept or to be satisfied
with the Eiscnhower program,
which he regarded as tainted at its
source in the present Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

The question remains, whether
the new Joint Chiefs are ru”y to
take an honest new look at this
country's military strategic ~(
tion, and to develop a pro
really based on the’ mation,

that

emlin ==

1 Hence he reasoned that it was !
Homever, ens ook wi
e vith,  Deediul o forestall the future dan. Lo, "epds, Suchane ook wil
occasiomally even  Ker by somehow altering the o 1SR, B0 T B
T “Too  World power halance so that the 4 e ok \"";“'m‘]‘ wl ‘D\"
ficient v Soviet  thre, o i renlAb bl :
an msufficient num - Sovc threat would not be %0 creice 10 find out what can be ac

complished udder an arbitrary and
inadequate feeling on defense

Sissified Baseball No Sport -
For The Bloodthirsty Fan .

By ROBERT C. RUARK
NEW YORK

whose hot South'n blnod boiled oh

pital Though privately owned, Mercy and Pres. AR BE IT from me to applaud  easy order. Mr Mver would
hvterian Hospitals should keep pace with the city rowdyism, because 1 am such you before he was properly i
by bulding more rooms for patients Whenever 5 gentle soul, but it seems to me troduced.
feasible. that baseball is getting a little .
If it is freelv admitted that medical prob. sissified in its general conduct. to ikmu"d the premises at the tine
lems exist. they can he improved upon or cor- where you ain't supposed to dust a %33 another  sultry - Sou hrm;
rected 1f their existence is denied. either by the  batter or quarrel with an umpire named Ben Chapman, who coul
press or the medwcal profession, there is SCant  or even o take a punch at an op. Pe TRy disagreeable if

hope of future improvement
S, A

Mail Call
Editors, THE Nrws:
\ 7e are writing this letter to make a personal te-
e are stationed 1n the Far East aad
haven't heen recenving much mail from home, Wa
would apprec you would put our names in
vour paper indicatng that we would like to re-
ceive some mail
§/Sgt Mank Kurzawski AF, 16349048
§/Sgt Ken Harrison AF 1337127
§127th_Air Terminal Group
APO 75 c/0 Postmaster
San Francisco, Calif.

Quote, Unquote

“_ . the tariff Jabhy is in full swing," Sen Lyn-
don B Johnson (D Tex) said m a May 3 radio
broadcast. “They . . . want to go back to . . . ‘the
good old days' when Northern and Eastern indus-
tries were protected at the expense of producars
in the South and West and consumers every-
where.”

ponent. And.
saying the other d.
the attendance decli

One player,

as Red Smil
ay, meanwhile

ines

like Billy Martin,
belts another, or Jackie Robinson

gives it to Solly Hemus,

tle it. Or Mr

tent rule,
idea ‘of intent

lll< F\\ ORITE

The men | admired most when 1
was doing sports were seldom gen-
n on the field. My favorite
was a cocky little second baseman
for Washington, name of Buddy
Myer, with a busted nose which
had fot itself busted on purpose
a Louisiana boy

tlemes

Myer was

th was

and they
call in the United Nations to set-
Maglie pitches high
and inside to Mr. Furillo, and Mr.
Furillp looses his bat at Mr. Mag-
lie, which calls for horrified com-
ment, and a new revision of the in-
whatever that is
when a
throws one tight is (hat he is at-
tempting to hit his chum in the
head, and when the=bat is heaved
lr\ relahalmn the idea is to frac-

Merry-Go-Round

WASHING TON
Quecretary of the Treasury Humphrey
won't_know it when he presents his
tdeas 1o the House Wavs & Means Com-
mittee today, but the tax cards are -om
pletely stacked against him  Charman
Din Reed's feathers are ruffled over e
whole fax <ituation and he just isn't going
to cooperate
So no matier what Humprrey proposes
in the way of new taxes. he just isn't
going to get much from his fellow Republ®
cans. In fact. he’ll probably get more co-
operation from the Democrats
What Humphrey has been working on 1n
the way of a tax program is thic-
A.—Continuation of the excess-profils

cutting of income taxes this
year.

€ —As a sop to business. Humphrey 18
considering- more generous depreciation
, thereby permitting a quicker write
off of capital investments

But regarding the future. Humphrey be-
lieves Congress cannot cut taxes sub-
sta m\;\ll) without jeopardizing national de-

fen:

What the Secretary of the Treawr.
doesn't know however, is that Republicans
on the Ways & Means Commities_ who are
suppose to support him, have #ered m-
to a secret deal 1o let the excess-protits
tax die on the vine June 30—no maiter
what he recommen

Furthermore, Uncle Dan Reed got
mettled the other day when Humpl

uite

made the understandable mistake of con-
ferring with Sen. Gene Millikin of Colra-
do about taxes before he consulted Reed.

Doesn't he know, fumed Uncle Dan at a

closed-door mecting, that tax legislaticn
originates in the Ways & Means Com-
mittee, not in the Senate?

Of course. Humphrey is only a plan,

hardworking Cleveland businessman.
though a most suecessful ane. And nc
probably didn't realize the niceties of Con-
gressional protocol, and whom he should
talk to first

However. the result of all this is that
there's almost certain tn be no tax lewis
Jation passed at this session of Congress.
Taxes will be caught in a deadlock. The
House. following the advice of Uncle Dan
Reed. will do nothinz. The Senate, led by
Chairman_Millikin of the Finance Com-
mittee. will accept the advice of ry
Humphrey. But out of the impasse betweea
the two, no new tax bill is likely to be
written.

This means the excess-profits tax will
automatically expire June and per-
sonal income taxes automatically will be
reduced 10 per cent—at the end of the
year.

Capital Cdpsules

T7. S intelligence experts are mow con-

vinced that the Chinese Communists
want to end the Korean War. Fnr example,
not a }u anti-American showed
up in the Peiping May Dly parade. In

May
-signe
quar-

contrast, even before Korea, every
Day parade featured anti American
. . . However, the British-American
rel over the latest truce offer may upsat
things. Central Intelligence has warney
that the Chinese won't come to terms

present a united front Thr\ n
uurc talks to keep the allies sphit.
ew Labor Chairman—The White House
is qult:ly lining up Harvard Professor
Archibald Cox to be the new chairman of
the National Labor Relatians Board. vox
is the former wage stabilization boss who
broke with President Truman over the
coal case. However, this wasn't enough lo
erase the Democratic curse as far as
Senator Taft is concerned Taft is not only
trying to block the appointment, but he
wants to curb the board's power and turn
its judicial functions over to the federal
courts.
*New Ship Haven—Shipowners from al.
over the world are now registering their
vessels in Liberia, the tiny African re

public which American Negroes foundedk-.

Under Liberian law, the shipowners pay
practically no taxes, wages are low, safe-
ty inspection haphazard, and—the Liberian
Government has no_objection to the ship-
ment of strategic materials to-Communist

countries. Liberia means “free.” (If tne
American Negroes who founded that (ree
republic knew what is they

mood touched him. Mr, (hay\m-\h
would occasionally climb into the
stands to rebuke a fan who dis
pleased him, and he had the repu-
tation for being the most inimical
athlete about the are:
though Mr. Chapman

One of my other heroes was a
Mr. Wesley Ferrell, who never di-
rected his rage at other people. but
who would beat his head against
the wall, rip apart his glove, and
once — in an impassioned  golf
match — trod up and down on a
lovely and expessive gold watch in
sheer excess of temper. I also ad-
mired Mr. Red Smith's hero, Billy
Cissell. a man with a simply
dreadful disposition on the field.

The only modern hero I pay
court to 1 young Mr. Martin of the
Yankees Mr. Martin has a temper
to match his nose, and I truly hope
they don't reform him into dmica-
bility If they do they'll have to
bob his bugle, because a man with
a nose as big as Billy's simply
must strike the first blow.

My
pitcher

Republicans To Block Humphrey Tax Plan

move his Nationalist troops out of Burina

This could be serious. What worries
Washington s that the ‘Chinese Commu-
nists may invade Burma on the pretext
of pursuing this razged Nationalst band,
... Chiang has absolutely no excuse ioF
leaving them in Burma, and some authort
ties believe he is deliberately trying to pro-
voke trouble in the hope of provoking
World War 111, Another world war is ti
only thing that would ever get him back 12
power in China.

Washington Pipeline
ecretary of Defense Wilson has become
so. Navy-minded that he's even using
a Navy plane instead of the regular Au
Force plane that has always nnwn x
Secretary of Defense in the past. .
ot mamine whe 80 oo Gon. Gal
Spaptz would be named chairman o
Joint Chiafs of Staff that it almost u
his picture on last week's cover.
himsell, who works for r Newsweek, ke
the editors out of il

" ns want 1o keep their urand
fum for peacetime purposes, including au
atomic-study project on -griculun-:l uses
. The new military budget is almost
Iﬂrnhul to an economy budget that Ase
tant s«reury W J. McNeil tried to

would turn over in their graves.)
Chiang Wants A War—Chiang Kai-Shck
bas flatly rejected American appeals to

off on ense Lovett
n;:" and a half

ett re)eeud rt on the grounds
would jeopardize national security.

»




