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" Senator Bricker says that this section will
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. BRICKER'S DANGEROUS PROPOSAL

Section 3 of the Bricker amendment reads
as follows:

“A treaty shall become effective as in-
ternal law in the United States only through
the enactment of appropriate legislation by

Congress.”

The effect of this section would be si
to jam up the Congressional calendar.

" present a treaty must be ratified by two-
thirds of sthe Senate. Under this proposal
the treaty would need enabling legislation,
obtained by a majority vote in each house,
after Senate ratification. We see no merit
in having the Senate approve. by a simple’
majority, what it has already approved by
a two-thirds vote.

ECTION 4 of the Bricker

provides that:

“All executive or other agreements he-
tween the President and any international
organization, foreign power, or official there-
of shall be made only in the manner and
to the extent to be prescribed by law, Such
agreements shall be subject to the limitations
imposed on _treaties. or the making !
treaties, by this article.”

As the Supreme Court once noted, in mat-
ters of foreign policy this nation speaks
through its President. Under this section,
however, the manner and extent of all his
agreements would be prescribed by law, i. e,
by Congress. Congress would determine—il
it ever found the time and agreement—

what the President should agree to regard-
ing the inspection of vessels, navigation
dues, the admission of civil aircraft, customs
and all the other multitudinous matters the
President has long handled by executive
t.

amendment

agreemen!

In time of war, when long delay would be
disastrous, the Presidept would be powerless
decisions. As one

without Congres-
sional blessing, make ;&mm of prelim-

ment would so enmesh the chief executive
and his assistants in red tape, and restrict
power to carry on the nation's foreign
84 Senators cosponsor it?

partial answer, we believe, is this. Some
them simply have not studied the proposal
seriously. One variation of logrolling on Cap-
goes something like this: “You go-
my resoluton, and I'll co-sponsor

is a hard core of bitter little
U. S. Senate. They resent the
taken by recent Presidents'and Sec-
retaries of State. They seek to express that
resentment by taking action against the
executive branch offices, although they are

now occupied by other men.
’ ...

issue, however, far transcends the per

sonalities involved. It can be stated
something like this:

It the United States is to lead the free

may bog down in a morass of indecision and
red tape that could mean the death of count
less Americans.

For over 160 years the Constitution. the
“Presidents and the Congresses have effec
tively safeguarded American rights from
foreign infringement.

We have faith in the Constitution and the

passage of the
Bricker amendment are wanting in faith, em-
bittered or simply misguided.

THE JOB

the $3 million bond issue in 1950

To stop now would probably mean the end
of the whole dream. ©

It js too bad that inflation sent the costs
of the auditorium and coliseum beyond. the
million limit. But the hard truth is that
the City can no longer delay this invest
ment. The extra million dollars will make

OUR LANGUAGE

INGLISH has its limitations and inade-
quacies. If, for example, you're writing
a lone woman, a comparative stranger, the

wﬁm can be either Dear Mrs. (Miss) or
=l ‘Madame. But if you're writing two or

three womien all in one letter, Dear Mes-
dames sounds silly.

And if you're writing a girls' school about
the admission of your daughter nmext year,
heaven help you.

GOOD IN PATS OR DIPS

2.000.000 a day of the golden stuff

‘for storage in the big Federal icebox.

If we really have fo have too much but
terfat, the sixth-grader, why can't Uncle
give in the form of ice cream?

li-ulqmwhymwhlo
let ber drive—Hartwell (Ga.) Sun.
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“Think OF The Pofifical Education You're Getting

People’s Platform

i

Secrecy In The General Assembly

CHARLOTTE
Editors. Tur News:

anrdinl the “Iron Curtain” law which the Legis-
lature very thoughtlessly passed, I appreciaie
fully the reasons for secrecy in budgetary sub-
committee meetings. I don't believe, tﬂou‘h_ that
any of us can deny that the potential harm through
the years from such secrecy can far outweigh the
convenience that it might permit at certain tun
Remembering what has happened in many cou:
tries all around us. I feel positively convinced that
we must do everything in our power to safegusrd
every single facet of our democratic way of life.
Most assuredly, the expenditure of our money, from
beginning to end, is one of the most important as-

pects of our democratic government.

Even though it might take longer and make the
job a little more difficult. we must get this law

pealed. I trust the members of the Legislature
will rise to the occasion and reverse the lerrible
infringement which has been made upon the rights
of the people to know all aspects of the way in
which moneys are being spent.

-.DON DAVIDSON

Newsmen, Too, Make Errors
ALBEMARLE
Editors, Tux Nrws:
my honest way of thinking the outcome of the
recent furore between newspapermen and the
General Assembly is not a question of secret man-
agement of public affairs,
The people elected the members of the General
Assembly.
The peovle were not clamaring to sit in on com-
mittee deliberations.
The people had not selected the newspapermen
to sit in and iaform them of cverything taking

=

The people know pretty well where thewr money
oes.

Granting that newspapermen are a highly <killed,
speciall group of public servants, still=they are
human and someti to be human is to err. | very
often in YMCA work make the error of trymg to
decide what the people need.

ED HOLBERT

Oppose Secrecy To The Finish
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Twz Nrws:

I, for one, congratulate the North Carolina Press

Association—along with all the fine papers like
The News—ifor their fight against the secret scs-
sions of the Joint Appropriations subcommittee.

This subcommittee is planning to spend our mon-
ey and 1, personally, would like to know how they
plan to spend it. I would also like to be able to 1eud
the arguments for and against the bill in the pa-
pers.

Some of the members of the General Assembly
say they voted for suspension of the ruies and ai-
so for the “lron Curtain” law. because members
of the working press had threatened to swear out
warrants for the subcommittee members lor break-
ing the 28year-old law against secret sessions.

Now, it is my experience that there iirst are
enough lawyers in the General Assembly to know
that they were breaking a law when they first
decided to hold the subcommittee meeting behind
closed doors. They should also realize that the
law is the law and it was meant for politicians
Just as much as it was meant {or other citiren:.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

However. it seems like you can't beat them—

ause they're the ones that make the laws.

1 think the press in a free country is cne of the
most powerful forces on the face of the earth,
when it means the difference between freedsm
and a dictatorship, no matter how small the dic-
tatorship may be.

I hope that The News and every other news.
Flm in the state will fight this thing to a
inj

KENNETH CONRAD JR.

Editors Overestimate Readers
GREEN
Editors, Tuz News: EENMACRD

Jour lead editorial Thursday, “If The People

Don't Care. Then What". rightly asks why the
people don't protest the secrecy law enactod by the
General Assembly.

Another editorial reveals even further whittli
down of the freedoms and rights of North. Caro:
lina_citizens in the Blue bill which would deny
popular representation, as was intended by our
Cn‘:‘shmu;inn makers. '

Vhy don't the people stir themselves? The stori
are headlined in all major state papers. All of them
have editorialized at length, and many editors pro-
tested in person at Raleigh, but virtually ao tne
else has 5o much as wiggled his big toe st ‘hese
dictatorial goings-on. One might as well
the Germans allowed Hitler to grab power,
the Russians don't throw off their yoke

1 fear you overestimate your readers. They sre
apparently too pre-occupied with Mutt and Jeff,
Little Abner, the approach of baseball’s big season.
murders, that nasty war in Korea, or the doings of
the Foliage Fanciers Garden Club, to excite them-
selves about partieipating in the goveumients which
affect their lives so completely. They voted, didn't
they> Well, some of them did. Isn't, it is rcasoned,
that enough?

For further proof of what the American people
want in government, one need go no f bazk
than the last presidential election. I do mot know
which candidate would have made the better Presi-
dent. But the evidence is clear that the people
chose the “Great White Father” who mignt solve
all their problems over the “comedian” who advo-
cated continuing responsibilty of all citizens for
conduct of the country's affairs. Perhaps both
tactics were campaign bilge, but one worked.

The problem is to arouse the people’s interest
in those affairs which most vitally affect their
lives. Could Pogo help, maybe?

ROBERT T. WALKER

Keep Up The Fight

Editors, Tur Nrws:
] have followed with interest your vews stories
and editorials regarding the action recently

CHARLOTTE

taken by the General Assembly in barring the press *

from committee hearings. I wish to express my
appreciation for the stand you have taken in 2p-
posing this action for I believe you have acted in
the interest of the people.

1 hope you and the other papers wili continue
this fight until the Assembly reconsiders an
verses its decision. You can speak for the people,
and your voice is a powerful one. Keep if good and
loud on ésues which would deprive us of the things
we are entitled to know.

MARSHALL UPTON

Korean Truce Won't End .

The Threat To

Survival

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

ALENKOV KNOWS that he
can’t win a war with the United
States now, He could hu but

a

we'd clobber him, and

This is the simple explanation of
the current Soviet switch in tac-
tics which has offe by o

serves to emphasize & ‘point

badly needs emphasizing. A Korean ,

howeser desirable in itself,

will not end the growing threat to

the survival of the United States.
The nature of this threat was

years' time or a little more, will
have atomic capabilities_sufficient
to eripple this country. This is one
reason why Andrei Y. Vishinsky's
surprise move last Wednesday,
when he called for renewed dis-
cussions of disarmament and atom-
ic energy control, has been re-
ceived in some quarters with al-
most as much interest as the Ko-
rean truce move itself.
NEW LINE ON ATOM

For the first time, Vishinsky
failed to call for immediate “pro-
hibition” of atomic weapons, and
an immediate one-third reduction
in great power armaments. These
two demands, repeated tirelessly zy
Vishinsky for years, amounted to
a request to the Western powers
to sign their own death warrants.

Their sudden omission may have
no significay t all, although
viet spokesifen in the United Na-
tions took pains to put it about
that this was a portentous new de-
parture. At any rate, the Vishinsky
move does at least suggest that the
new Soviet regime might just con-
ceivably, for the first time, be in
a m to talk seriously about
atomic energy control

For its part, the American gov-
ernment has been in process of
carefully re-thinking American
atomic policy. The re-thinking has

been done by a
man_panel,

Other members of the panel were
Dr. Vannevar Bush and Dr. Jo-
seph E. Johnson, both of

negie Institute, Dr. John 8. Dick-
ey, of Dartmouth College, and Al-
len Dulles, of the Central

These five men worked
roblem

five
by the great

nounced his intention to go ahead
with work on the hydrogen bomb,
physicists and others who knew
what this decision really entailed,
were already urging a “new, new
look™ at the problem of controlling
the terrific-new forces.

For a long time, the old tendency

world's first true hydrogen bomb
was imminent, and the problem
could not be kept ler the rug.
‘Therefore, the five-man Oppenhei-
mer board was\ recruited, and

also by certain other special char-
acteristics. This all-too-successful
test, in fact, altered the nature of
the world situation, for it opened
up the possibility of total devasta,
tion of an entire nation. I , for
reasons already explained in this
space, it opened up the distant pos-
sibility of the destruction of thé&
human race.

Dangerous ‘Economies’ In
Defense Outlay Considered

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
BEHL\'D the exchange of letters
between President Eisenhower
and Senator Leverett Saltonstall
of Massachusetts, chairman of the
Senate Armed Services Committee,
is a hassle in the Pentagon over
economy in the defense budget.
Word has got out about how deep-
ly the contemplated economies
will cut into the rearmament pro-
gram.

This accounts for the concern
expressed publicly by three Dem-
ocratic Senators, all of whom have
repeatedly argued the case for
building America’s armed strength
in a consistent and steady pat'ern.

One is Sen. Stuart Symington of
Missouri, who resigned as Secre-
tary of the Air Force three years
ago in protest against a slash in
the aviation program.

The other two are Minority Lead-
er Lyndon B, Johnson, who
headed an investigating commit-
tee pointing out deficiencies and
blunders e arms program,
and Sen. Henry M. Jackson of
Washington, who in the House took
a leading part in pushing the de-
velopment of atomic energy.
FEW IN THE KNOW

How far the economies would go

known at the present stage to
only a small group of specialists
in the Pentagon responsible for
preparing estimates on how much
security so many billions of dol-
lars will buy. But the facts in
broad outline can be reported to
date as follows.

The Truman budget called for
$41.2 billions in new money for
;nel fiscal year 1954 beginning on

ul

ly 1. This would be for the
“military functions” of the Depart-
ment of Defense as distinguished
from other spending such as that
of the Army Engincers.

The figure for actual expendi-
tures submitted the Truman
Defense Department was $45.4 bil-
lions, the difference being funds

m previous appropriations.
These figures were screened over
and over by former Secretary of
Defense Robert Lovett, who was
convinced he had the total down
to a rock-bottom minimum.

The new Secretary of Defense,
Charles E. Wilson, first proposed

a cutback to $35 billions in new

this would do to the arms program
if it were allocated to Army. At
and Navy in the same proportions
now prevailing.

The answers that came bach
were startling. The reply from the
Army was that a cut on. such »
scale would mean getting out of
Korea. There would not be enough
men left in uniform to maintait
minimum obligations and still holé

the U. S, end of the Korea
conflict.

This, of course, had a sobering
effect since no one — until th
latest Communist peace overtures
— contemplated a withdrawal from
Korea. Next Wilson ordered esti-
mates on the basis of a cutback to
$39 billions.

This is the figure still being
worked over by the budgetary
specialists of the services. Bu
even in their preliminary appraiss)
they have come up with some dis-
turbing conclusions.

With respect to the Air Force,
the decision for delay taken last
year put off until 195 the comple-
tion of the planned 143 groups.
Some Air Force specialists
are now of the view that the cut
back for 1954, with a much larg:
er cut assumed for the f¢
year, would necessitate such dras-
tic revisions as to ‘mean an ulti-
mate force of only 72 In
ordering costly and complex weap-
ons like jet airpianes, contracts
must be made for many months in
the future. This becomes impossi-
ble with a program of progressive
economies.

PLANNERS DISTURBED

The Army's tentative estimates
of what the contemplated cut
would do are equally upsetting to
military planners. Discussion has
centered on the possibility that
Army divisions kept in this coun-
try could be reduced in strength.
But the cuts for 54 and thd year
following as now contemplated
would mean a reduction of the di-
visions on American soil to 20 per-
cent of strength.

That would seriously impair their
usefulness as a ready reserve.

Russian-Wise Kennan Leaving State Dept.

WASHINGTON

[ere are some background facts which
may give insight into the dufficult
problem of peace in Kores

fact No. Ex-
George Kennan, chief Russian expert in the
State Department, advised Secretary. Dulles
in advance that a Russian peace
was coming. He cautioned that Malenkov,
nervous over Soviet unrest, anxious for
a time to consolidate his new power, would

make spectacular moves aimed at con-
- vincing the

i world Russia wants peace—
thereby also trying to split us from our
allies Dulles largely ignored Kennan's
advice, Jet Russia get the jump in the
peace offensive . . . Dulles has also refused
to .p‘oinl Kennan to a new post. He will
z‘: ave the State Department for Prince-

Background fact No. 2—The State De.
partment floundered as to what move it
should make to counter the Russian
moves. So did the White House and the
National Security Council. They knew Mos-
cow was (rying to paint us in the role of
warmonger, but couldn't come up with sny

termoves except a fireside

mm State Department officials

meanwhile are divided in their reaction.
Most members of the Russian division think
Malenkov genuinely wants a breathing
spell. West European and Far East ex-
verts consider the peace moves complete
phony.

Backzround.

fact 3—Lifting the For-
blockade and:4he proposed use of
Chiang Kai-shek's troops aren't paying off.
Chiang seems more frightened of being in-
vaded from the Communist mainland than
he is anxious to invade the mainland. When
Gen. Omar B prepared a speech out-
lining the possible use of Chiang's troops
in Korea, the State Department asked him
lo eliminate the reference—at Chiang’s re-
quest. Chiang has become so jittery, the
ate t said. he doesn't want
any public discussion of his troops I
fear it would invite attack.
Background fact No. 4—The President
badly needed the peace move i

n Korea.
Ten 't'l; ago the Jeint Chiefs of Seaff
lour

and made a special trip to Korea. the
Joint Chiefs are letting him make the de-
cisior the decision isn't any
easier than it was last Fall, and ke's po-
litical promises are beginning to be re-
me That's why Stalin's death and
Malenkov's olive branches may be the
luckiest breaks Tke ever got.

fact No. 5—U S. military
men are skeptical about a Korean truce.
They got their fingers burnt once befure.
were on the verge of victory, then sat and
twiddled their thumbs for months while
the Reds argued . . . now, they point out,
the Reds can build up behind the Yalu
River again while the negotiators arsue
again . . . Military men devoutly want a
peace which will ‘end the war. but this
can come only after the truce—which they
fear. During the truce both sides withdraw
from a demilitarized zone three miles wide,
agree to call off ‘air thus

and Pentagon Out of them is likely to
come N

1. A speech by President Eisenhoser
outlining the peace aims and ideals of the
United States.

2. Cautious acceptance of prisuner ex-
change and truce terms—provided they are
made without a lot of haggling around *
a conference table.

Out of all this. unfortunately, is not
likely to come a genuine peace until and
unless we manage to lift the artifcial bar-
rier against people-to-people friendshi|
the Iron Curtain. =
Capital News Capsules
Mooty at White House—Field Marshal
' Montgomery of England, now a guest
in the White House, has been urging Presi-
dent Eisenhower to give up trying to de.
fend Europe on the ground. He urges
bu';lgm( up an invincible Air Force in-
sty

leaving the Communists able to concen.
trate behind the Yalu while U. N. troops
remain vulnersble to surprise air attack.

These are some of the factors being
churned over in_current discussions be-
tween the White House, State

. y argues that NATO coun-
tries can never raise enough divisions fo
stand off the overwhelming Red Afiny. He
urges that we spend most of our defense
money on an Air Force so powerful that
it could devastate Russia, thus discourzge-
a Soviet attack.



