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Other Communist leaders caught their cues.
On Wednesday, Foreign Minister Molotov
dug out an old British request for Russian
belp in freeing ten British civiliams impris-
oned in North Korea nearly a year ago.
Molotov said he would see that the question
had an “affirmstive solution”.

The mew Russian regime has a hundred
opportunities to show the world that it is
willing to give up the plan of world con-
quest in return for a “peaceful co-existence™.
It can end the Korean War, unblock the
United Nations. work out an Austrian peace
trealy, open up its borders to information
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T THE MOMENT., th s of Represen-
tative Regan's “home rule” bill is highly
unsettled. So many counties were exempted

The General Assembly has traditionally
been jealous of its prerogatives in the field
of local legislation, and understandably so.

from it, and se many other
were not sure whether they wanted their
counties exempted or not, that the measure
was referred back Lo committes where it now

Surely the time has come for this modest
beginning to more home rule In North Caro-
lina. The act simply authorizes Boards of
County Commissioners to fix salaries of
county officials. 1f made applicable to all
counties, it would free the General Assembly
of & considerable portion of its burden of
local legislation. More important, it would
place authority where it belongs County
Compmissioners dre elected to manage county
affairs. They know, better than the General
Assembly, what compensation is adequate
for county officials.

Furthermore, they are close 1o the peo-
ple, and paintully aware of public opinion.
They would not be profligate with the tax-
payers’ money.

The Gemeral serves but three
months out of gach two-year term. Between
sessions, he is a relatively unimportant fel-
low In local politics. He may be expected
1o hold on to those powers which add to
his political influence in his community.
For this reason, greater grassroots agita-
tion will be necessary before the goal of
home rule is achieved. In this county, for
example, reaction was swift and sharp when
it was bruited about that t
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THE first impression which one gains from such an
experience is, 1 think, the solidarity of the

actually just under 42 hours.

One hour’s ride by car out of Léopoldville and
a man is back in the “bush”, spectator of a cult
and of communal habits that are today as they ha
been Tor three thousand
The African with pants and shirts, seen on the
a

years.

ded a Pan American World Airwayi
Id Awrport on Thursday, just before
midnight. On Saturday at 11 P. M
poldville, capital of the Belgian Congo.
time was just under 4§ hours, the clapsed Ume was

I was in Leo-

of life, as laws concerning public health and publie
education manifestly declare.

The traveller who sees the neighborliness of

ffluence and poverty, culture and ance, health

and disease, security pad fear in the world—commu-
nity discerns. if he has any real vision about him,
the danger and the opportunity with which our mod-
ern society confronts the homest and honorable
man.

Some months ago a subcommittee of the United
Nations met in Beyrouth, Syria. Representatives of
all member nations were atl nce. It is re-
ported that no man was over 30 hours from home.
Now, we must learn, or for lack of learning prove

The clock

breakfast,
to his fell

of pol
gives way. before a mid-morning snack,

would be exempted from the Regan bill. The
County Commissioners, by resolution. peti-
tioned the local legislators not to exclude
Mecklenburg -County from the bill, and both
Charlotte mewspapers gave strong editorial
support to the propossl.

When the people of North Carolina wake
up to the fact that they have very little
direct authority over their local governments
and ask for more authority, home rule will
be achieved But not before.

DRIVER EXAMINATION PROGRAM IN DANGER

EACH of the past three years, North
Carolina’s driver licensing program has
been rated among the best five programs in
the mation by the National Safety Council.
And it is a measure of our progress in this
field that, as recently as 1048, the state’s
program was rated 25th.

A bill passed by the House and pending
n the' Senate would lower that rating and
seriously increase highway hazards by per-
mitting the remewal of driving licenses by
mail. The driver would merely send an affi-
davit to the Motor Vehicles Division saying
that he was in good health. that he hadn't
violated any motor vehicle laws or been in-
volved in a serious accident, and that his
eyes had been examined recently.

Proponents make but ene point in faver
of the bill—that jt would eliminate the
inconvenince of appearing personally before

From The Wall Street Journel

driving examiners every four years. Yet even
this point lacks validity. It would be just as
inconveni¢nt, if not more so, lo visit am
occulist or an optometrist for an eye exam-
ination.

More than convenience is at stake. The
problem of highway safety is largely the
problem of safe driving, and & safe driver
must know the rules and be physically apd
mentally able to observe them. Instead of
being weakened' by this invitation to whole-
sale fraud and deceit. the driver examination
_program should be tightened up to require
a full road test for renewals as well as orig:
inal issuance.

Governor Umstead told reporters last
week that the renewal-by-mail proposal was
a “bad bill". He could have used much
stronger language. Indeed, he should use his
great influence with the Btate Benste 1o have
the bill killed.

MAN ON THE HOT SEAT

Secretary of Agriculture, as Mr. Ben
‘A son has discovered, sits in one of the
hottest seats of any member of the Presi-
dent's cabinet.

‘The Secretary of State deals with difficult
and complex problems second to none in im-
portance; the Secretary of the Treasury must

LR
;;[2%
i i
i
§eise
T
Hi
eiid

AR
i ttiiall
g ![ ‘i\g !.!
ti,ff 5§z g
lﬂ‘ﬁ!g;ﬁig??f;

i
H
it

i

]
|

1

the houlewife; lower price supports hit the
dairy farmer. The result, for Mr. Bemson,
is politics in the raw,

Secretary Benson has some pronounced
ideas on farm policy. He stated them before
he took office and he reiterstes them, with
considerable courage, in the current lssue
of the Farm Journal magazine. True, Mr.
Benson has not yet proposed in detall what
» farm poliey ought to be. But be is quite
blunt on what it ought not to be. And

price commodities (like butter) right out of
the market. He thinks any kind of rigid price
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wearing what must not be
called » G String, but a G Minor String.

we have neither character nor sense, that the world
is a civic community, and what goes on anywhere
within it is not an irrelevant matter to what goes
on everywhere.

The black man operating a power shovel by the « s e

Congo River, building new docks for shipments that
almost clog the expansive harbor for their number,
s replaced by a cousin, or brother. who chops away
at his manioc field with a short handle hoe. made
in a pative forge of the crudest of metals, just as

ancestors of both have done for more than & mil-

lenium.

The mothers with babies waiting for attention
of the modern hospital find their coun-
n an hour’s walk, when other mothers
babies before a witch-doctor with his
of goat's blood and chicken necks and
daubed over the bod
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AND then the truth breaks in upon the mind:

One is not a spectator.

y.
gives way to the mud
and sticky hut. with thatched roof falling into its
chauffeur driving a
Cadillac Fleetwood on paved streets is forgotten as
o familiar sight when one sees a
stalking monkeys with bow and arrow through the
obscure paths of tropical forests.

re-footed hunter

Here is not something

JE Americans are by nature a generous people.
But we are also a parochial people. And .
haps the hardest lessen we have to learn {s El
generosity toward others can mever take the place
of an u ers. As a matter of fact,
our generosity will be intelligent and constructive
only when it is disciplined by a true sympathy with
those whorr we have set out to help. There is
more to the good life than flush-toilets and deep-
freezes and a telephone in every house. That men
wash their hands in basins filled from a stream
does not mean that they are less men than we
who have water at the turn of a faucet.

And what, above all else. we need to recall is
that the issues before us are not such as can be
settled by material resources, even as they are not
created by laci

ok \ but :.'mmmy uu:n{:
whether he was spesking for enry an
children.

to be amared at and talked about, strange for its

novelty. Here is the very stuff of our human so- P

ciety ~ Such contrast is not only jo stagger the WIlling to offer the last full measure of devotion,
imagination and tease the recollection. Such con. our heritage

trast is parabie of the dilemma of our modern world. .
It is not fairy-tale, that in less time than a week-

e man can be hurled, rudely and upsettingly, O their poverty, their health or their lliness, their
nto s situstion which points up the very root of learning or ther ignorance which made .
the human problem—and unadjusted tensions be- point that made the issue was that the men be-
tween the haves and the have-nots. ahd hoped and dreamed and thought. But.it

be led

One grouj ] against .

many of the ills the is beir to, somewhat im. ‘The Preamble to that noble document of liberty

pregnable. But the iming conviction born is something more than words when it speaks of

of such an observation, is that a chasm in idess certain “unaliensble rights” being the natural and
separates due portion of every cresture under a Sovereign
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Anglo-American Relations

Subjected To Severe Strain
N By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
other day a speaker on the
floor of the House of Com-
mons in London talked about a
field that he knows at least as well
as anyone outside the Soviet Union.
J. P. L. Thomas, First Lord of the
Admiralty and thereby civilian
boss of Britain's fleet, said that
Russia has the second largest
navy in in the world. The
largest is that of the United
States.

This was a startling admission
from Britannia that once ruled the
waves. Thomas went on to say
that while Britain actually has
more ships, Russia has more in
active service. Moreover, the Sov-
iet building program is at a high
rate, including many destroyers,
submarines and “‘more sers
than are mow being built by all
the NATO forces éombined.”

‘These are bard facts that should
be perfectly understandable to
those who refuse o take in day-
ofdoom visiens of death rained
down from the skies. They mean
that in a war with Soviet Russia
the position of Britain and all of
Western Europe would be gravely
endangered by ses as well as by
air. Some top American military
men believe the first goal of Soviet
strategy would be to destroy the
British Isles and seal off the con-
tinent of Europe so that no rein-
forcements of men or material
could come in.

BOMBER PRODUCTION

What Thomas has publicly dis-
closed is related to another de-
ficiency worrying many Ameri-

The number of modern

since the war is naturally secrot.
But it ig said to be very smajl.
Tbe British bomber shot down by
Russian MIGs in Germany recest-

ly was a World War II type.

In the years since the war the
British have produced jet tranms.
port planes, and those planes are
now pioneering on passenger air
routes out of London to Europe,
Asia and Africa. Thus, the British
civil aireraft industty snd the
British Oversess Airways Corpora-
tion sre years ahead of the elvilian

justry in Americs.

This is the source of much angry
offstage muttering in the U. 8. Air
Force and among executives in our
air industry. The same mutters of
resentment can be heard on Capi-
tol Hill, and it will be
if this feeling

for Britain is before Congress
Why, the question is being put,
should the British government pro-
vide a $50,000,000 subsidy in order
to produce jet transports for a
ernment-owned British a
Why shouldn't that subsidy have
gone ints the building of bombers?
The British reply is, in effect, 2
dnn&m

ports, now being offered for sale
abroad, are a potential source of
.

r earnings . As {lown on
BOAC routes the new 400-mile-an-
hour transports also will attract
dollar-paying customers to the

't that the chief ob-
ask, to let us

Jective, the B
earn dollars so that we can get
off the American dole?
They also argue that in their de-
velopment the jet transports rep-
a arch

resent nn deal of rese:
that to the progress of
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