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A DISPLAY OF COURAGE AND GOOD SENSE

E numerous “whereas” clauses in the

to do the right thing from the first, just
as has

resolution on the Firemen's
Fund adopted by the City Council yesterday
added up to these major points:

1. The fund is not now actuarially sound:

2 Even with an extra contribution of
$80,000 by the City in the next two years,
it would not be sound on the basis of bene-
fits now in the law;

3. Such an extra subsidy would discrimi-
nate against police officers and general
municipal employees: and

4 An overall study of all four retirement
systems covering city employes is needed
to determine their financial solvency. the
adequacy of benefits, and the equality of
treatment

These were valid reasons for the Council
to reverse last week's decision to kick in
$40.000 a year more in {ax money 1o the
shaky fund
s0. it required a good deal of political
courage for Councilmen Boyd. Baxter. Albea
and Dellinger to join Councilman Van Every
in opposition to the firemen's request. All of
them have been under some pressure from
friends on both sides, and they have tried

We hope that the legislative delegation will
standa firmly behind the Couneil's recom.
mendation. It is the only way we know,
and indeed it is the course of action we
have advocated for several months, to put
all municipal employes on a reasonably equal
basis and simultaneously protect the quite
sizable interest of the taxpayer, who is
called upon 1o fool a major part of the bill.

MODERN ELECTION SYSTEM IN SIGHT

HORTLY after the nearcollapse of the

election machinery here last Nov. 4. the
Mecklenburg board of elections began a diag-
nosis of the system to pinpoint its ailments
They knew that long lines formed at booths,
that thousands of volers wasted up to an
bour or two trying to vote, and that hun-
dreds of others simply turned away in dis-
gust and didnt vote They wanted to know
why. .

It didn't take long to spot the main source
of trouble—the slow, tedious search for
names (n the ancient registration books.
This was the No. | bottleneck to the speedy
flow of voler traffic.

So the board began studying systems in
otber cities, and yesterday unveiled for
members of the Board of Commissioners and
City Council & new registration system that
should combine with other changes o give
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County fast and
efficient voting machinery.

Each voter will be registered in a loose

feal. alphabetical binder. In small precinets,
one binder will probably be emough. In
larger precincts, the alphabet will be di-
vided among several binders so that more
than one voting line can be set up. The new
system, tested against the old at yesterday's
demonstration, cleared voters more than
twice as fast

Officials of the election board estimated
that it will cost $30.000, including labor and
all materials. to change over the 90,000
names now on the books Lo the new system.
Members of the two governing beards indi-
cated they would go along with that amount.

We approve the change quite enthusias-
tically. By itself. it will be a great improve-
ment. But other changes are in the offing
a central registration office. open on a year-
round basis, a smaller number of precincts
bigger voting places. with better entry and
exit facilities.

These changes are long overdue in this
urbanized metropolitan community.

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PICTURE

N _HIS ADDRESS to the North Carolina

Citizens' Associgtion last night, Comp-
trolierGeneral Lindsay Warren blasted away
at the inefficiency, waste and bungling in
the executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment. i
He was expected to do that. As “watchdog™
for Congress, it is his job to look out for
illegal or unwise expenditures in the execu-
tive branch. In presenting his list of horrible
examples, he was in his element

But Mr. Warren is also a fair man and a
wise man. Unlike those critics of the Federal
Government who see only its worst side, the
Comptrolier-General kept his talk in perspec-
tive.

“I' want to say emphalically that | think
the vast majority of government people are
not only competent, capable, and conscien-
tious. but compare most favorably with those
in private business whom it has been my lot
o know ™

That was the first point

“It would be foolish to contend that there
has not been corruption in government, but

bear in mind. it takes two to make & bribe—
the briber and the bribed. Most shady deals
in government are instigated from outside.”

That was the second point

“Now that there are so many new men in
government, it is well to remind them that
the same forces that sought favors from their
predecessors will now be camping on their
doorsteps.*

That was the clincher.

Now that the New Deal-Fair Deal has been
booted out. now that some degree of objec-
tivity and rationality has been regained by
the body politic. it is entirely appropriate to
remind the American people that a majority
of their public servants are able and honest,
that most bribery and shady dealing is in-
stigated from the outside. and that there will
always be dishonest and conniving men seek-
ing favors (rom government, in Democratic
Administrations and Republican.

We make our manners to Mr. Warren for
reminding bis audience of these funda-
mentals.

FORERUNNER OF A NEW POLICY

ERE was just one issue before the

Supreme Court in the dispute over a
hydroelectric development at Roanoke Rap-
1ds. K. C. That issue was whether Congress
bad ever withdrawn the authority of the
Federal Power Commission 1o license the pri-
vate a by project

to license the Virginia Electric & Power Co.
to build the Roanoke River dam had never
been revoked by Congress. Hence, the license
issued many months ago is mow valid, and
VEPCO may proceed with construction.

But though the public vs private power
was not directly applicable, the

at the site.

The struggle between public and private
power was not directly involved. insofar as
the high court was concerned. The per-
sonality and political ideology of ex-Interior
Secretary Oscar Chapman was not & factor
The p of the elected
tives from North and South Carolina were
not st stake.

The sixman majority of the Supreme
Court stuck 1o the issue It ignored the socio-
‘economic views expressed by the three-man
minority, and held that the FPC's authority

From The W

t

Supreme Court's ruling will have a strong
bearing on future Federal policy. President
Eisenhower and his Interior Secretary. Doug-
las McKay, have emphasized repeatedly that
private enterprise should be permitted to
undertake such projects when it is willing
1o do so.

With the Roanoke Rapids decision as a
guide, it is but a step to greater co-operation
between the Federal Government, the states,
and private enterprise to develop our river
basins that have not yet beem brought under
control.

" THEBODY THAT STAYED BURIED

| LL THROUGH the Presidential campaign
last Summer and Fall, the nation was
. knew

like the others, Gen. Eisenhower was sup-
posed to know just where (o prune without
damage (o the nation's security.

‘Of Course, It Wasnt One Of My Bigger Performances’ ‘

Life Not So Bad, After All

Congressmen Get Many 'Extras’

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

CRLY
WASHINGTON
1t's generally agreed that there's nothing lavish
about the $15.000 a year paid lo Congressmen, con-
sidering the numerous personal, political and ofi-

cial expenses they must meet.

But while the job of a nationdl legislator is
far from gold-plsted, it has bright spots in the
form of special privileges. ranging from free shaves
for Senators to a retirement plan for members of
both chambers.

Both Senators and Representatives receive an
annual salary of $12500, plus $2,500 for expenses,
with the first $3,000 of Washington living expenses

tax deductible.

They are provided fully cquipped offices in
Washington, and are entitled to office space in thbin

home states.

Each Senator gets an annual allowarice for
employing office help allotted according to his
Here is the payroll ceiling in
salary (the sctual ceiling
is considerably higher because of automatic pay in-

state’s population.
terms of 1947 “basic”

creases enacted by Congress):

Under, three millian population. $39.540; from
three to five million, $41.760; from five to 10 mu-

lion. $47.640; over 10 million. $49.680.

The pay ceiling for employees in a Senator's
office, in terms of “basic” 1947 pay, and the ac-
tual maximums effective now, are

Administrative assistant, $8.400 “basic,” $11.
646 actual; secretary, §7.320 “basic.” $10.407.14 ac-
tual: othes clerical staf{, $5.280 “basic,” $8,511.09
actual.

Other Senatorial privileges include free shaves
and haircuts at the Senate barber shop. use of a
small gymnasium with swimming pool and steam
cabitiel, and free rides on a subway between the
Capitol and the Senate Office Building.

To employ office help, each House
is allowed up 10 $12.500 a year in terms of
employee salary. Automatic pay increases voted
since, the basic rates were .h:uhhshtd

Member
“basic”

the attual allowance to that amount.
‘Senators and House Members may “frank”
off ‘mail postagefree and are allowed a quota

ficlal pos!

of free long-distance telephone calls and telegrams.
They also receive alloiments for airmail and spe-
cial delivery postage, stationery, and a round trip
to Washington once a year.

Other privileges include § voluntary retirement
plan, use of hospital facilities on a room-ee basis,
and Library of C research service.

" Folk Language In Tar Heelia

By BILL SHARPE
In ‘The State Magazine

R folk language i1s so ire-  be

0

the “experts”. can possibly know
all about it. When John Bragaw
started that lively discussion
about “Layovers to caich med-
diers”, the phrase was complete-
Iy new to people of my acquaint-
ance. 1 had never beard it and

stance,
hear

today.
s

ment, despair, or perhaps a po-
Iite non response, 1o
¢ interpreted as the listener
mendous that no one, even  chooses.
In Mitchell County,
it is quite possible to

1 think Tl go to the Roan

“I bet it's smowing on the -

“They claim they pad cash
for that washer. I know better.”
12" The gossiper might
consider this agreement, but ac-
tually it meant: “I'm mot’ going
to say anything about that; I
don’t know."”
“They took their tobaceo
- money and went out and bought
a new car with it”

for in-

‘Ay, 1" (Perhaps

doubted seriously that it was & Rosn today. : they did,
North Carolina expression. Yet “Ay, Meaning “you said ;v;l it is none of my business.
scores of readers not only knew  it. brother.” Or “maybe so; .id o m.ny:n e-l‘l 5o I'AII{

it, but knew a great deal of its

that’s your opinion, not mine.”

Many Iicome Tax Inequities
Call For Study By Congress:

BY MARQUIS CHILDS
WASHINGTON  pelled to work to provide ddequate

NOW THAT the awful huwp of Iy for their children. They bire 3

March 15 is once more behind  servant to do much of the work
us, Congress might well take the they do not have time io do and
—hunf—dmnmu yet they can deduct no part of the
inequities in the incometax law. servant’s salary as a business €x
It is easy to talk about an across- pense.
the-board cut of 10 or 15 per cent.  This puts a real ha on
It is much harder to get down 10 many families. Correcting it, with
correcting the injustices that press  proper against abuse of
down on so many different groups. the pri , -would ecost.the

An acrosstheboard cut means a  Treasury comparatively little.
little relief to the small taxpayer. One of the great injustices has
To the large taxpayer it means 2 been, in part. corrected. That was
substantial sum. When a tax eut *the application of the capital-gains
is in order, the House Ways & tax to the sale of a house owned
Means Commitee would do well 55 3 family home and representing
to relieve some of the worst hard- in the majority of instances most
ships. of the savings of a lifetime. Capi-

‘There is, first of all, the fact that (5] gains is, of course, a tax that
the personal exemption of $600 is  custpmarily applies to the transac-
ridiculously low in relation 10 tions of professional brokers, real-
::umknu.ru-uﬂe estate operators and men of

cket families trying to educate wealth The charge has frequently
chjldren it doesn't come close 0 been made that for these in the
covering the costs. upper bracket it is possible—with

In 1548 the exemption was raised the aid of resourceful lawyers—to
come ‘i it Uk time around $200 o oo (o, B¢ eEE s
come was af ains tax.

billions. "The latest estimates put it INMUI“I’Y ELIMINATED

at around $278 billions. Considera-

£ Shauls Lo ghin & (e panst- f.:“-.fse:“ :d:bm': R.'?‘é.f"ﬁ"".’l
bility that the fair way to effect a cent years of inflated v

a family was transferred in busi-
ness or some public. service from
one city to another. The family
house was sold and a capital-gains
tax paid on the increase over the

amendment put through by Sema-
tor Wayne Morse (Ind.. Ore.), the
increase in price is not suRj
taxation if the amount recel is
invested Within a year in amother
family-owned home.

That is a step in the right direc-
tion. But a family-owned home
should mot be subject ta capital-
gains  tax , amy eircum-
stances. On retirement apd the
necessary adoption of *a simpler
way of living, it should be possible
to sell the family house without
tax penalty of any kind.

Some steps have been taken 'to
ease the way for persons over 5.
The exemption is now $1,200. Old-
age pensions from Social Security
are tax free. All medical expenses
are deduetible in full.

First Cable About Hannagan
Went To Old Chum, Joe Copps

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NAIROBI, Kenya Florida keys from Bimini or made
STE\'E Hannagan died here last on the premises. '
month. I don't kmow what
they made out of it at home, but

the Federak government. That is
roughly equivalest to what a 10
per cent across- cut would
mean. Increase of the exemption
to $1,000, which would be fairly

ic in terms of today’s prices,
would mean  drop in taxes of $8.7
billions.

Obviously. the state of the budg-
et in the foreseeable future will
not permit any cut 'on that scale.
But, if Céngress is really interested

in helping the small taxpayer, that
is the way to do it and not through
a cut.

Another inequify that needs cor-

recting is the refusal to permit
women who go out of the home to
w

Many widowed mothers are com-

:ﬁrm ”:Mm ::lwedn “'l::. Steve was dead was Joe Copps

a farewell.

Steve flew out here o check on purseocd o€ COPPR. the Hanas

one of his clients, which happened  Hu1 of Hannagan was Joe ¥

o the CocaCola. He had had lots . uhite naired. bright-faced, bioe ‘

of clients — prize fighters, rail- oveq man who had been Steve's

::nd:,h:(lnu wwlll_ es, ﬁl““mh other half since the early '20s in
urers, Miami Peach,

e e , Miami, with never a contract be
all.” Steve |

bistory and use. “That's a rough climb up D' savingis “ay.la™) . " !
These blind spots in informa-  there ™ . “Isn't it a shame how some {fundoving, check-grabbing, bigliv- each other betier after an associa-
tion—which should make us ap- Ay. 1a” That it is. Or, I'm people won't pay their, debts>™  ing Steve, dead at 53 in a strange tion of 30 years. I never knew two
proach criticism — afflict every- ot saying myself: it might be  “Ay, 1a" (Yes, It it a shame,  A0WD in which, thank God, be had guys who shared as much niceness
one. I have before me the very forsuchasyou. Or I'm surprised  but I'm not saying this about ' 135t two people who loved him. and kindness between them, and
excellent Brown collection of - to hear you say that our neighbor. On top of that, While I was doing some of the Who were so willing to spread it
“Folklore” and find in Vol. 1, In Montgomery. I heard a tact-  these “ay, la's” of mine ought to  things you have to do for dead around. s
7. 3 slight reference to  ful housewife handle a gossipy tell you to change the subject. {riends, I kept thinking of the era When somebody has been very
fa". The editor isses  neighbor thus: Which she did') that Steve thrived in — an era kind to you, even when you can't
"egi.r‘:;nllll;(:dol.m“yz where a Hoosier newspaperman help hini or hurt him, it always
! . he . could create a city like Miami bites a little deeper when he dies
19 the west, and “rarely”. Quote, Unquote Beach by telling people sbout it. suddealy, especially when he's got
This is_indifferent and inade- . \Steve lived in the Miami era so much left to enjoy. There is a
quate treatment of a phrase Some Citizens try to conceal their ignorance. Others scheme and when his friend and my uncle, Dr. feeling of frusiration when people
which is one of the great conver. sweat to appear on TV quiz shows —Cincinnati iver. 'rommym-.mnnh;-'n» with a capacity for enjoyment are o
e 1 e Predmant servion, gy EECAvators in California found the remains of & prehistoric man  \Ured, 8Pendix of Tex Rickard, suddealy divoreed from the Im-
i with his arms outstretched but fai b biggest promoter of them measured
it s used a5 “ab. bw', som~ L Shelby Star. but failed to find the fish he was describing. Tﬁamhtlldbe‘-p-y.l‘lnli fun., oot
times elnln And it means The Voice of Amirica Joat s bead, via resigns Firpo, Bibe Ruth era — the Bill I do not mean to maunder over
most_anything—sometimes “go rica its head, via resignation of Dr. Wilson  Tilden, Helen ‘boom-bast h v
ahead. I'm listening™ It is 2 sort ComPton. in the wake of many susp that Red infiltrators had al-  era, This was ‘:l‘ﬂl. man could :l::"m‘ e i
of catehall interjection which 7e3dY taken the heart out of it—New Orleans States. " make a quick million and spend it mhudwm“"m
the listener uses o keep the  One of the mysteries of youth is why a boy finds wet shoes more o hot horses, funmy real estate, long, O Tone Wi, a2 me. S0
tlk moving. to express agree. comiortable than dry sboes—Kingspert (Tean) Times, and bootieg booch flown into the I hope there are some laoghe 1o 1
A 4 .
Mo eninss Kansas Storms Over GOP Chai Rob
WASHINGTON  important. panies the right of eminent domain in  Sheaffer
WHILE Republicans in Kansas are stew-  Mast observers agres that the Eiscnbower  selsing undersoound. tachites. 1n Hiomal Cammiins deopier s Toblicm Xo
over the lobbying activities of the ' Admimistration got off 1o a good start with  Kansas, Alf Landon calls a-—'uahdwdmmmmul
new of Republican National it initial appointments. At that time, At whyl-n- and oil interests, h-‘vnhv&lhﬂ-hh.:
lw-ﬂk-‘“ms«mgm’«:mhm . Of late, hhth-“: hlh:h‘;hu Roberts' "t
cot %‘ ‘Senstor Tobey !.-'—""muh' heats
i Roberts o had ‘et Chnics amd Too S P oyt Joc fhe = "N..."'M"“' Upton Coke,
Dot being quite so vocal about way. »Here are some of the men he has Ex-Congressman Albert Cole of Kansas— :tnhmM - S
"t 2t in Kansas, ex- either recommended or OK'd: to be Housing Administrator, in which 305 ing fo  rabbleronsing Mecwre: Uil
. AY Landon is comparing Robers to  Jeff Rebertson of Kamsas 1o be chsir  he must pass on public Cole  Sheaffer defended. Closs .
I;llnle.umnn'dmn—u.u: man of the Federal Power Commission in _ is the darling of the real estate , 0p-  contributions o ot B o
_ National Committee. Nevertheless, some 4which job he would pass on ol and gas® posed the housing stum, bill when  * Congressionss Borcds i
comparisons are being made here 106. rates, ‘vitally important to northern com- . was backed that he contributed $1300 tr Hoo
Boyle, it's recalied, got a $1.250 fee in  sumers.: Robertson was immediately op- post.  tributed $1.000 hh":
connection with an RFC loan to American by twe stanch Senators at ap- ...........'?"“'““"'-
Lithifold: while Roberts “goc sn. 811,000 and Potter of with the Tves of New . cil which has been Sobprmee o 1o, o
. commission in connection with the sale of former denouncing Robertson for his con- been lobbying to limit
3 hospital to the State of Kansas which six  nections with the oil and gas industry.
Kanas excolficials have tesified beioned 1t oo g dereioned Gt Wes_ Bob- administer Eu-um.m...','
lg-u’ in the Jong run, however, ::g' ; 3&-"—«- T Jend 55 pa hins, nadonsl reveane
X which a party chair-  gas 3 Service, dur- was con-  Sheatler 265 21 & national Sales
Beips lo make. Since the chairman of  ing eight wo when the Kansas - Akron, T ; !
either or Democratic com-  Legislature was in session. In this con- @ e ik ¥ will Tead fo 1t
‘mities pames en mest politcal nection, Sen. William has o T, But H it dées. the
ments, his voice in shaping the fhacd thy ; the Pen king— 10 e
Party—ind the nation—can be all.  bill legisature giving gas com- Commerce, thinge " *Ieer they want 1o :
A 4 i MR hs & f s v 3¢ 3
A . A . >: e e




