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HOME RULE — HOW IT WORKS

4 APS our readers will understand
bome rule better if we bring it closer
e law, the salaries of

Under present state law, the sal
t officlals—the

CURTAINS OF SECRECY SHRED EASILY

U BAILEY learned an easy lesson the

“embarrassment”
announced a six-to-four vote in favor of car
inspection—without telling how any member
voted. But Woodrow Price of the Raleigh
News & Observer had found out how each
man voted, and proceeded to read the list.

“You can carry that as your opinion.” said
Bailey. “I am not carrying it as opinion. I
am carrying it as fact,” said Price—and did.

CREDIT WHERE IT IS DUE

EFORE the last sounds of the Firemen's
- Retirement fund dispute die sway, it

should be recorded here that Rep E M.
. and Councilman Philip Van
Every showed a good deal of courage in
standing firm against an increase in the
City's contribution to the fund.

In our opinion, they were both right, and
the four legislators and five Councilmen who
approved doubling the City's contribution to
the fund did a disservice to the taxpayers
and to other employees of the City Govern-

tion.
Mr. Van Every's motion, which did not get

And be was right, as committee members
subsequently admitted.
Were Pou Bailey's reputation the only
thing at stake, the little incident would have
ignored.
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the freezing of retirements for two years,
but added $80,000 to the City's contribution
in that period.

Tuesday's session was highly confused,
mainly because the Council did not under-
stand completely what the legislators had
told the firemen. It is possible that the
Council would not have voted the extra
$80,000 dividend for the fund had Mr,
OHerron been hers to explain his position.

The taxpayers haven't heard the last of
this controversy. It is destined to flare up
two years hence. Meanwhile, other municipal
employees will be agitating for plushier re-
lirement systems. Since the taxpayers will
have to pay the bill in the end, it is in order
for them to know who voted for and who
voted against the $80,000 bonanza to the fire-
men.

THE PARKWAY IN MARCH

UR CAR rolls along toward Deep Gap
and the Blue Ridge Parkway, ard you
see the mountains for the first time since

Suddenly you are upon them. and you
discover the secret of the grey—slender, del-
lcate, silver ash trees their skeletal

stretching
branches skyward, their lifeblood drained out

85 10 bow to cope with them deserve con-
sideration.
From the Daily Stor of Beirut, Lebanon,

chestnut rail fences that featherstitch the
knoll, up to a weatherbeaten lookout tower.
You climb to the top on steps worn slick by
countless earlier visitors. The top of the
mountain, denuded of trees but blanketed

stretch into infinity. The swirling wind whips
its icy tentacles about you as you gaze across
to the wondrously blue ridges in the far be-
yond.

You walk back to your car. The March
wind that a few minutes before stung your
face now slams the door for you. As the
motor coughs and roars into rhythm, a flock
of earlybird robins, their breasts a flaming
orange-red, dashes toward the near woods.
As you roll on up the Parkway, a half-dozen
bluebirds soar skyward, their poignant
plumage flashing bright against the drab-
Dess.

The Parkway in March. A few weeks and '

the laurel and rhododendron will be splash-
ing their colors. The native azaleas will stage
their annual color riot. And then the tree
buds will burst into the rich green that whll
cover the earth until the biting winds come
again.

But now it is barren, gray, gaunt, even
gri in a way, yet

People’s Platform
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