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FOR AN EMERGENCY, A COMPROMISE

Am nearly two and a half hours of talk,
2 good deal of it beside the point, the
City Council yesterday went more than hall
way toward a workable compromise on the
neardefunct Firemen's Retirement Fund.

The full details have been given in the
news stories. For our purpose, it is sufficient
to note that the firemen agreed to freeze the
fund for a two-year period, permitting mo
more retirements with the exception of one
man who will reach 65. That will prevent the
addition of 12 more retired firemen to the
rolls, and thus relieve the fund temporarily
of a sizable burden.

In return the Council agreed to increase
fts contribution from five per cent of the
Fire Department payroll to ten per cent for
those same two years. At the end of the
period, a new actuary report will be pald
for by the Council. If the condition of the
fund at that time will permit retirements
at not over 58 years of age and not less than
45 per cent of the firemen’s average pay, a
schedule of benefits within those limits will be
adopted 1f the actuary determines that there
will not be enough money to pay for retire-
ment schedules within the two limits, the
whole controversy will be opened, with the
Council being freed of the obligation of the
extra five per cenl

A good many members of the Council
seemed reluctant to pour any more money
into the unsound fund until a more realistic
scale of benefits was definitely fixed. But after
pursuing several lines of thought, they finally

agreed, five to ene, on the comprpmise plan.
Both the firemen and the City conceded
something in the agreement.

No one questions that the City owes the
firemen a fair deal on the fund, even though
the City was pot originally consulted when
the 1947 Retirement as put into effect
by the N C. General Assembly. More than
200 families are affected, and the younger
members of the department especially merit
some guarantee that the money they are now
paying into the fund will not evaporate be-
fore they reach retirement age.

The Council had one other alternative
that no one mentioned. and it is not too late
to suggest it to the delegation, by resolu-
tion. The main problem with the Firemen's
Fund is that the City Council has no juris-
diction over it, even though the Council has
to shell out large quantities of money. It
would be in order, at this stage, to ask the
legislators to amend the City €harter to give
the Council the power to determine the scale
of retirement benefits. With such authority,
the Council could call for an actuarial report
two years hence and put into effect a sound
plan, without being caught in this unhappy
political squeeze play between the Fire
Department and the Legislature.

Experience with the fund so far proves
that more home rule is needed. While the
whole thing is under discussion, it would be
appropriate to restore to the Council author-
ity denied it back in 1947 That would end
the controversy for all time, and put respon
sibility where it belongs.

BETTER THAN NO ZONING BILL AT ALL

MMISSIONER Sam McNinch says he is

“well satisfied” with the county zoning
bill as now drawn. We'll go along with it
also, but only as it applies beyond the fringe
area.

McNinch has been a sturdy advocate of
toning in the county He knows a lot about
zoning. He also knows the political temper
of the Board of Commissioners, and of the
people in the county ares Seeing no chance
of getting his original bill across, he moved
for a vote of approval on a substitute drawn
up by County Attorney Henry Dockery It
‘was endorsed unanimously Monday, and now
goes 1o the Legislature.

The provisions of the bill should reassure
any county resident who feared unreasonable
and arbitrary control over his property by
the County Commissioners First the County
must be divided into zoning districts. Then,
upon petition by 20 per cent of the regis
tered voters in any district, an election is
called. If a majority voting in the election
favor roning, the County Commissioners
would then have the authority to zone it for
trade, industry, and residence.
to

the success of the program that zoning pro-
ceed on a firstneeds firstserved basis. I
township lines suit this purpose, fine. If not,
some other plan will have to be worked out.

Most essential requirement of all, however,
is a forceful and adequate public education
program Many County residents still seem
to think of zoning as a restriction on their
freedom, when it is really a protection for
their homes and farms from wild, unreg-
ulated industrial and commercial expansion
They need to be told this, plainly and fre-
quently, until they fully understand it

Having approved this step for rural zoning,
the Commissioners should now endorse the
bill giving the City authority to zone those
areas just beyond its limits 1f they are not
regulated soon. untold problems will anse to
haunt the City in future years.

THE EDITORIAL

HE editorial is more than a mere literary
impulse. An editorial should be a free
upon the news or the tendencies

arious districts and other
regulations, and a Board of Adjustment to
hear appeals are both provided for. Final
suthority, however, rests with the County
Commissioners.

The effectiveness of the system outlined
in this bill will depend upon two things:
(1) the way that districts are outlined, and
(2) the vigor of public information and edu-
cation programs.

It would be easiest, in outlining districts,
to follow township lines. Yet the township
lines may not always conform to the more
urgent zoning needs. It will be important to

7
of the day, written briefly and bravely by
a wise, kindhearted man. Bitterness, bias
and fear have no place in an editorial. They
make for weakness, mo matter how much
they bluster. . .

A newspaper has one obligation, and ome
only—to print the truth as fost as it i hu-
manly possible, and o comment upon the
truth as candidly end as kindly as is humanly
possible, mever forgetting to be merry the
while, for after all, the liar and the cheat
and the panderer are smaller offenders than
the solemn ass.

—William Allen White

HOW SILLY CAN YOU GET DEPT.

EELING under the weather these days?
The old ticker acting up® Shortness of
breath” Worried about the waistline® 1f so,
dont go to the M D No. go to the photog-
rapher instead. Have him take a picture of
you and send it to the doctors. who will
look at it, make their diagnosis and. if you're
important enough, the newspapers 10o0.
This new diagnostic technique may sound
preposterous, but newsmen and doctors em
ployed it in Nashville yesterday with a
straight face. The Nashville Temmessean
asked 15 “internal medicine specialists” to
look at Soviet Premier Georgi Malenkov's
pictures and then comment on his health
Six answered, for publication, like this:
“Might have a glandular experience.” said
one. .

*“May be a cardiac.” said another.

“He doesn'" averred a third doctor,
“look unlike people with Cushing’s disease™

And so the comment ran. “Liable to blow
a fuse under pressure . . ." “Life expectancy
in a man that much overweight (fivefoot-
seven and 250 pounds) in his 50's is cut 40

cent.”

Well-padded little Georgli has been in
office less than a week. Little is known about
him_even in his own country, let alone the

From The Releigh News & Observer

West. But already he and his regime
have been ahalyzed. scrutinized, explained
and characterized by multitudes of pundits
and sages who, like us, arenl quite sure
sure how 1o pronounce his name. Now, as
the ultimate in poppyceck, the doctors are
wishing him to his grave.

One could point to many instances of
avourdupois-laden but  seemingly ageless
statesmen. Churchill, at 78, is still running
Britain and, some say, the United States too,
despite his overweight and inordinate intake
of cognac arid nicotine. Beet{aced Electric
Charlie Wilson, former Defense Mobilizer,
was well into his teens when Malenkov was
born. Sen. Pat McCajran, of the pompous
paunch, is 77, still going strong.

Americans. once again, are trying to wish
their way into a better world. to put down,

in peat rows, all the answers to problems '

posed by Stalin's death. Actually, as the
Netherlands ambassador to this country aptly
observed yesterday, “It is too early even for
the Russians to know what will happen™
To that we say amen. We 3dd an orchid
for the nine “internal medicine specialists”
who kept sensible silence. And a pfui to the
Tennessean, for making the “story”, to the
AP, for moving it, and to all the newspapers,
including this one, that carried it.
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WHAT UNCLE SAM'S MEN DO IN N. C.

SERVICE COMMISSION figures
show that 27,146 residents of North
Carolina work for various branches of the

. Federal Government.

Take away 8850 who work for the Post
Office Department and that leaves 18.496.
‘Take away 2,747 who work for the Veterans
Administration
Take away 11,505 who work for the Defense

bureaus, air safety and narcotics.

However you add. subtract, or divide these
employees there are a lot of them. It is sig-
nificant, however, that if the business ot col-
lecting, sending and distributing the mail is
eliminated, these who work at the business
of past and future wirs even in the peaceful
state of North Carolina amount to 14,352 of
 total of 18,406,

Keeping house is like stringing beads with
no knot at the end—Nattoon (Ill.) Journal

‘Any Other Important Funerals Coming Up?*

Does Congress Have Power
To Investigate Schools?

By ROSCOE DRUMMOND government — Teapot Dome and
In The Christian internal revenue ‘;
WASHINGTON  because provides
TEERE s & vil perbips money for the Executive to spend.
question concern- m-mwm
the munists — Alger
:‘ the schools m....dm-uu-ce;
which thus far has been meglected  gress has legislative autharity in
and obscured. all these fields. Congress has
The question s this: e o ot the Ttk
Since the nation's educational fn. Unions because has' Yagie-
stitutions are either wholly inde- Hartley Law Congress hi? EC
pendeat of government, like tbe ‘;"‘;:""‘“”“"‘""""
private schools and colleges,
ire fully‘under the authorty o the  The questions which, for ooe s,
states and cities, like the public 500 OF another, he
schools, by what right and for what i tors of Commusists is/
purpose is Congress assuming to Chools Rave mot been facing are
put its hands on the administra- (D€5€: "
‘Are these ipvestigations nto the
Sty (e terching ot B¢ prpiem ot Communists . the
o Sy ot o i Sk
fermine what arm of the govern- iePorny topanes e
ment — whether Pederal or the STATE PROVINCE
states — should accept responsi- °if g0 are e

This question is not raised to

shield Communists, but to look

carefully at where the authority

to investigate Communists in the
rightfully belongs.

RIGHT QUESTIONED

‘The question is not raised to sug-

3

use all-pervasive investigation as
a means of seizing legislative
Tights it does not possess under the
Constitution.

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name 20d address must be given, but may be withheld
from publicatiou in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Favors Car Inspection Law

MORGANTON
Editors. Tux News: '
WANT to say a few words in favor of an auto-
mobile inspection law.
d a good inspection law passed in 1947
It made me safety conscious. It cost me about $40
in 1948 to bring my ‘38 Hudson up to inspection
standard in the way of headlights, replacing clouded
glass and worn front wheel . and it was
worth it in better visibility and steering ease
The 1947 law had one bad defect at the inspec
tion lane, which would have been easy to remedy
Priority should have been given to cars that had
1 deadline to meet. My car had a deadline of Feb
28 and 1 went to the lane three or four times but
it was five or six blocks longs and I didn't wai I
believe threefourths of the cars in that lin~ had
a later deadline than mine. If there had been a
priority lane very likely I could have made n
spection the first trip. | know a schoolteacher here
who owned 3 Model A Ford that was never in-
spected in 1949 because of a lack of prioriy but
I saw new cars. bought in January, with inspection
stickers on them in February.

dren?

wpy. speech
hildren need.
917

N. L. NORTON
- Editors, Tur
Buy Seals So Children May Walk Carolina
* CHAPEL HILL

Editors, Tre Nrws:
CHILD'S world contains mamy small things.
A favorite toy, a playmate, a pet A child's
world contains many important things too, his
ability to be independent, to find 2 world of his
own in which he is [ree to discover the satis-

North Carolina.

Nzws:
HERE are three of us in this squad from
‘We have found that mail from home
slacks off after we have been in Korea for a while,
We would like very much to
irom North Carolina, especially young ladies.
—SGT. RICHARD H. N

(action of competitive play and the joy of ex-

Scribe Jaraon

shanging ideas with his parents and frie

This is rurely every child’s right, but what
sbout the thousands of crippled youngsters wl
handicap makes these simple things
What can and what is being done for these chil

impossible.

Because Americans voluntarily assume respon-
sibility for their neighbors welfare, there is an
answer (o that question. A good answer. All of
us help to answer when we contribute our dol-
lars to the annual Easter
ng conducted in Charlotte.
he surgery and medical treatment:
cent care, the physical therapy, occupational ther-
therapy and special education, recrea-
wn. and many other important services crippled

cam
Our

now be-
provide
the convales-

The grealer part of every dollar you contribute
per cent—works for crippled children in

The remaining 8.3 per cent goes
to support a nation-wide three-point program of
sesearch. education and direct services

—MRS. H. J. JOYCE.

Tar Heel Marines Want Letters
KOREA

North

from anyone
HANSH, 1191443

Anti-Tank Co., 7th Mar., Ist Mar. Div.
% Fleet APO, San Francisco, California.

A Noble Profession

By A. Z. F.J¥00D JR.

In The Daily Tar Heel
"SO. you want 10 be a sports-

writer? saikd the sage old
e

eteran.
“Yessir," said the youthful as-

pirant.

“Well, my boy. let me give
you a few hints that will help
you in the pursuit of eminence
in your chosen profession *

The veteran paused 1o run
gnarled fingers through his
hoary mane and to chain light
another cigarette

“For example.” he con'mued
“suppose that Navy had beaten
Penn in a football game an ! vou
had the job of affixing 1 head
line to the story Whar would
your headline be*"

The youth shrugeed
orehendingly.  “Navy
Penn”, he said simply

“AR" said the sage
not what you would oy

neom
Beats

headline would be Penn ‘sinks’
Navy."

“That’s the idea,” said the old
man. “Only ‘scuttles’ would be
better. And the same idea would
hold true for the other colleges.
The Princeton Tigers weruld
‘claw’ Yale, Furman would ‘tame’
the Davidson Wildcats, William
& Mary would ‘scalp’ Virginia,
and so on. And if the college
hasn't a colorful nickname, you
can ‘rout’, ‘drub’, ‘slaughter’,
‘run _rough-shod’, ‘nip’, 'smear’,
‘clobber’. But never ‘beat’.”

The youth was regarding the
old sage intently and in his eyes
was tion.

“Now," said the old man,
me give you a sort of a quiz”

“Shoot,” said the youth. He
was confident now,

“What is a football player?”
der.

gri
“What is a _nmhl.l
“A pigskin.’
"'h’l does the gridder do

“What do you do when you
score a basket?”

“Ripple the nets.”

“What is a pitcher’

“A moundsman, a hurler, a
chunker.”

“What does he do?™

“He fires, spins, hurls, twirls,
and’ \::0'! aspirin tablets.”

er, a fourbagger, and a prodi-
gious clout.”
GROANERS T0OO
“What are wrestlers?”
“Grapplers.”
“What are swimmers?™

ers.
“What are track stars?™
“Thinly clads.”
“What are tennis players?™
“Netters.”
“What is a team that has a
good reputation®
“Highly touted.”
“What does a visiting team

Congress possesses
the right — and this right has
been upheid by the courts — to in-
vestigate any area of policy and
action over which it possesses the
right to legislate; and to compel
testimony in ordef to acquire in-
formation for this purpose.

This gives wide investigative au-
thority to Congress, but it also
places a boundary upon s inves-
tigative power: Congress has the
power to investigate wherever it
can legislate, but does it have the
power to investigate where it does
Dot have the power to legislate?

always has investi-
gated corruption in the Federal

functions, should be left to the
?

Already some witnesses have re-
sorted to their constitutional rights

citrant
of Congress in refusing to snswer
the questions.

Under the circumstances, Con-
gress runs a serious risk of bping
unable to protect its investij

questions
nesses can be compelled to answer

them for the purpose of developing
Decessary to legisla-

information
tion.

North Carolina’s Share Of
Federal Housing Projects

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

'GTON

financed by income from its insur-
ance programs, FHA at the end of
1852 had fnsured property improve-
ment and home construction loans
which totaled more than §29 billion.
Its record year was 1950, when it
insured about $4.3 billion in Joans. It
insured loans worth $3.2 billion in
1951, and totaling $3.1 billions in
1982,

Largest of the FHA programs
is that for home mortgage insur-
1935 FHA

gage totals are available from the
Housing and Home Finance Agency
insured a total of 3,174 home
These

volved 3,331 units.
Of these loans, 2,530 were for new
and totaled $17,-
existing

mortgages numbered 644, and
amounted to $4,684,000 on 657 units.

Second largest FHA program has
that

rty
which FHA insured for a total of
rolina

tional Mortgage Association ad-
vince mortgage commitments.

By January, 1953, on the basis of
reports received by the Housing and
Home Finance Agency, a total of

ense aress.
ever, some areas had not reported,
HHFA said.

In North Carolina's “critical” de-
fense housing areas, 1552 rental,
and 506 housing units for sale bad
been programmed, and 1,402 rental
and 406 sales housing units ap-

pproved. Of these,
31,904 rental and 12,572 sales units
have been started, and i

based on figures from 48 states,
Hawaii and Puerto Rico.
PHA PROJECTS

unts. The total n:nhu
-reat projects the
United _ States,  Alaska, Hawaii,
Puerto ™ Rico and the Virgin Is.
lands was 2,125 with 436,783 dwell.

wanted to keep your ? loan was $567. i
would say somethinz with the pigskin?™ “It invades.” EFENSE HOUSING nm”.”.:m;" "nhm';:
fect that Navy had ‘cwamped’ “He carries the mail or lugs “What is a sports-writer?™ bousing programmed fof grams, and its war housing pro-
Penn * the leather.™ “A scribe.” private construction €Ot gram has been geared to meet the
CATCHING ON “What is a touchdown?™ “I think you'll be all right as @ siderably after passage of the 1851 housing needs of defense workers,
All:(t;thn‘-rkmahm-», h's -m'--hu;ymnpuy:.irﬂ m;;-mr%';mnoum defe hhf-iuﬂne:g-:smn In North Carolina there were §
eyes. L 1 see™ he caid And “What is a foo! coach?™ youtl amed w ‘visions speci; Housing ar housing
W Penn had besten Moy the - tivel tion 2id and Federal Na- mu.ubec?kxﬂlfm'm b
My Coron's Eric Johnston Found Malenkov Sil
Merry-Go Rousd ric Johnston Found Malenkov Silent
WASHINGTON  during a unique conference between John-  industrial production of other countries, of s golfing partners,
ROBABLY the only American w‘i‘n ever ston and Stalin. At first Stalin sat and when Johnston asked what Russia in- John Hay (Jock) 'N‘tn: the famous
lunched with Geors: Malenkov, mew  behind his dosk, doodling with 2 pencil and  tended to do with its new steel output after Ike that he had a_ horse,
dictator of Russia. is Erc Johnston, head amswering questions in monosyllables. Ob- the war, he replied: Straight Face, rumning in the rich Fla-
of the motion picture industry, viously he was not mn being inter “Make automobiles. We have a long way ~ WiRgo stakes at Hialeah, Fla., the same day,
in Moscow in 1044 as president of the viewed. One of his looked like a to go. You made 5,000,000 a year before the mwm--no-d-un‘l
U. S. Chamber of Commerce, Johnston sat woman doing contortions, and seeing it, war, whereas we made oaly 350,000." $00.
beside Malenkov at a luncheon given in his  Johnston asked: “We made oaly 4,000,000 & » Joba “Jock heard the news when he got back
bonor by the Sovier counci of trade. “What is that you are drawing, Generalis  yon corrected T fo the elub house in Augusta” the Presi-
obnston found the new dictator a MaB  gimo? Miss America in distress?™ f + dent told the Congressmen, “but it didn't ex-
with a handshake like 2 sponge, who dis- why?™ “No, you made 5,000,000," Stalin insisted.” cite him. He acted just the same after win-
liked the West. and sat through the emtire No, e “T'm a businessman and I should ,"  ming $116.400. He must have a lot of
meal almost without saying a word. Mak “Because I'm in distress myself,” JohD- .33 Johpston. “The figure is 4.000,000."  money.”
enkov ver been out of the Soviet Ston replied. °1 was invited here as the e it your own way,” replied Stalin,  There was a period of suspense following
Union. is half-Russian. balf Tartar, had al- guest of your government, yet I find mysell .o, ¢ {he figure is 5.000,000." the luncheon when the Congressmen were
no association with non wm;uhmﬂm ot Later Johnston looked up the figure. In. louring the White House. A pesrlstudded
foreigners. Stalin put bis pencil down. Flowered &t yqing both trucks 2nd sutomobiles, Stalin  5%rd given Ike by Wilbelmina of Holland
Note—Most notable event at the luncheon  his American visitor, then finally said: was right. B was missing from its place in an upstairs
was a drinking bout between the U, S. mi} _"No, Mr. Johnston. I'm a rude old man. living room.
h':?mln-ﬁlm John R. Deane, r"-‘“;."‘-"-"‘r-" Presidential Golf “Lock the doors and call in the Secret
a Russian general. De:
Grink the Remsian uncer e o s iy . of Sovie prodoction, of the Soviet  T[E Jm wid about my gl game. the Service.” several Congressmen jokingly sug-
last thing Johnston saw of him was two Rus- Al all on my shoulders. better.” President Eisenhower told a  Gen. Wilton Persons, Tke's -
d—tumunmu,h,_“ “Molotov can afford to be pleasant.” be Juncheon of 21 Congressmen after he re- ‘was- hh‘?‘.‘.-
first, has bumping on the floor, continued. to the Foreign Min- “mmuquh’: lly found it in a low.
& & lster. “He 't make decisions. -u:-w . chn--mu T
Stalin Decided Tmake hem for Nm™ e LCiSed a8 eight for each o the pest four  paird. Tke looked relieved.
OV other members. of the Politbure pleasant, answered all of Johnston's ques- it be “a Test®
’-ﬂ-mhdu-‘ tions. He showed an amazing knowledge of -Mt’t-“a ¥
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