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PREROGATIVES DO NOT A SENATOR MAKE

S THE LONE Mecklenburger in the N. C.

arbitrary or capricious fashion. Prior to

Jocal affairs carried over into state legisla-
tion, until the became the

Shall this influence now be destroyed be-

laughing stock of the General Assembly and
lost a goodly portion of their infinence.
After nearly 10 years of standing together,
our county representatives now wield con-
siderable influence in the councils of the
General Assembly,

cannot, in sum, have his cake and eat it,
too.

COUNT US OUT ON-THIS DEAL

HAIRMAN CLEVE DAVIS of the Meck-

lenburg Board of Elections merits the
backing of the Mecklenburg delegation in
his effort 1o exempt this county from one
of the election law changes proposed
Raleigh this week. \

Among’ the pro#Sions of a bill introduced
at the request of the State Board of Elections
is one requiring any precinct with 1500 or
more registered voters to be subdivided.
Since 17 Mecklenburg precincts have that
many voters, 17 new precincts would have
to be created, making an unwieldly total
of 90.

Chairman Davis got on the right track

machines, and used them in the
bond election for the first time. 1
Mr. Davis’' program for speeding registra-
tion and voting process, including & smaller
number of precincts, multiple lists, bigger
wvoting places, voting machines, and a longer
period of registration before big elections,
should turn the tricx in populous Meck-

He also noted that many voting precincts
in homes and other small buildings were

not capable of accommodating large groups
of voters. S0 he began planning to reduce
the number of precincts and move the
wvoting places to large public buildings, such
as schools and recreation cemters, that offer
better entry and exit facilities.

Finally, he asked permission to test voting
December

lenburg.

The change proposed by the State Election
Board, on the other hand, would not help
this county at all.

Hence it is highly important, in the interest
of efficient election machinery, to exempt
Mecklenburg from this provision, and we
trust that the local delegation will do so.

COUNTY POLICE PLAN DIES A-BORNING

S MARK ANTONY said about Julius
Caesar, we come to bury a proposal to
abolish the County Police force, not to praise
it
‘The projact, advanced originally by State
Sen. Fred H. Mcintyre, was pegged to a
false premise, i e. that better law enforce-
ment could be had at lower cost by letting
the High Sheriff of Mecklenburg and his
+ coterie of deputies enforcs all N. C. laws
in the county area.
We did not believ- that better enforce
ment would result, because the Sheriff is

like oil and water, do not mix. Moreover,
the County Police Dept. ranks with the best
in the South for efficiency, 2

. Nor did we believe thaf the cost would
be lower. A subsequent study of the Sheritf's

budget showed the per man cost higher than
that of the County Police, despite the fact
that the duties of the Sheriff are limited to
serving papers, keeping order in Superior
Court, and preserving a tidy County Jail.

Apparently a goodly number of Mecklen-
burgers felt the same way, and told the leg-
islative delegation so in unmistakable lan-
guage. For yesterday Senator Mclntyre said
the proposal had been dropped.

ment, we would remind our legislators once
again that City Councilmen and County
Commissioners are elected to administer
local government. In all legislation affecting
their areas of responsibility, their opinions
should be weighed most carefully. To do
otherwise is to subvert the democratic
process that elected them and that holds
them responsible for their stewardship of
local government. ¥

ADD UP THE OUTGO FIRST

INGRESSMEN roared approval when

President Eisenhower, in his State of
the Union address renounced “secret under-
standings”, and took the wraps off Chiang
Kaishek's troops in Formoss. But the hand.
claps were slow, sparse, weak and ‘mostly
Democratic when the President uttered this
economic fundamental:

“A balanced budget s an essential first

quested, three out of the past five years.

Or perhaps they -recalled that these eco-
nomic truths do not mesh with their cam-
paign promises to slash taxes.

At any rate, the President unequivocally
staked out a position with which Tux Nrws
is in romplete accord. 1f the proposals of
Rep. Daniel Reed of New York and his cut-
taxes{irst school were adopted, further dol-
lar depreciation would be inevitable.
aFurthermore, as the President emphasized,
many of the Administration’s specific pro-
grams will be presented at a later date.
Neither Congress nor the executive branch
now know what their economies and obliga-
tions will add up to dollarwise.

Congress should busy itself with this addi-
tion problem now. Then, when the sum of
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is known, and compared with
revenue, intelligent tax revision can begin.

drove on through the rain I thought more
and more about the relation of muddy water
to poverty, 2
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People’s Platform
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from publicatios In the diseretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.
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Speeders Worse Than Drinkers
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tux "Nrws:

DO not wish to get into this argument between the

wets and drys, but this “specious” argument
ppearing in People's Platform

answered.
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Mrs. Jumes A. Rader, aj
Jan. 27, should be

Her statement—*but yearly statistics show that
drinking while driving is responsible for a greater
per cent of our highway accid
ment, if I know the meaning of

Webster says—*Specious, plausible, colorable,
ostensible. Specious implies a fair
sumed for deceit.” That according to
exactly what this dry argument is, because Na

state traffic authorities for 1951 indi-
00 fatal accidents a driver or pe-
This was about un-
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Tooms, two sets of records.
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experience of 1850.
the other hand the Council finds that 28 per
all fatal street and highway accidents report™
ed during 1851 were due to speed violations.
Now let's see what the fatal accident rates show
for two representative North lin:
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or years. The fatal accident rate for 1945 was
4.4 and for the year 1951 it was 0.4. So, I cannot see
that the accident rates have much to do with whether
or not a community is wet or dry.
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Nrws:
NOTED with regret that The News, by Hts_in-
paper elaborating at length on the
ion, has
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Remember The Maine
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LEST we forget, 55 years ago next Sunday a

week, on-Feb. 15, 1898, in a beautiful land-

Jocked harbor ol ane ol the most beautiful slands
it

i

sent

i

lawyers.
the pre:
possible for a la:

not
only the people of our own country but the entire
world—the destruction of the “U. S. Battleship

5, Congressional Quiz

naturally h'q_wmmmemmoumnnenmwm‘w
Monday evening, Jan. 24, 1898, the Ba

ship Maine was ordered to proceed to Hav

unusual X
On the day of arrival the usual salutes to the

ged
ficers of the Maine and the officers of the Spanish
government.
The men were not allowed to go
fo prevent any unpleasantness that
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Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round
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It’s agreed by all the people with
whom The News talked that a good
salary would have to accompany

the position.
DUPI.!CA'IIPN CHANGED
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said in each case the federal government has primary
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