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COMPROMISE WITH BANKRUPTCY

'I‘HIS week the City Council is slated to
A discuss a report from a special committee
pamed to study the Firemen's Retirement
System. The report has been properly la-.
beled a “compromise”, in that it represents
the middle ground between widely mmux
It ds 2
the retirement age and length of service, and
suggests that the City's cdntribution to the
retirement fund be increased from 5 per
cent of each fireman’s’ salary to 1021 per
cent.

Because it clearly is a compromise, the,
City Council should turn it down. For you
don't compromise with bankruptcy. -

The Firemen's Retirement Systeffi is not
actuarially sound today. The compromise
plan will not make it sound. It will merely
delay the day of reckoning.

It is not in the tradition of Charlotte's gov-

ing bodies 10 temporize on such a funda-
mental issue as the financial soundness of a
retirement plan. It is net good government.
It is not honest. It<is mot courageous. . ‘=

, 2 compromise with bank-

Furthermore,
ruptcy would be a disservice o the firemen,
whose faith ih their retirement
be strong, and to the taxpayers, who itu-

ally will have to pay for any error of judg-

ment today.

The Council should adhere to one plain.
simple, fundamental — actuarial
soundness. 1{ that means the some-

are mot due favoritism.

A SOUND ADOPTION REQUIREMENT

ORTH CAROLINA is one state that does

not have a “black market” traffic in ba-
bies. This results from 2 good deal ‘of work
by welfare agencies, through which adoptions
are channeled, and from fairly stern laws.
For example, anyone who separates a mother
and a baby under six months of age, for the
purpose of putting the child in a foster home
or institation, is subject 1o a $500 fine, one
year imprisonment, or both — unless per-
mission is first granted by a court and wel-
fare agency.

Last week Rep. Turner of Guilford pro-
posed a change in this particular law, to per-
mit  mother to lawfully place her baby in
a foster home, without obtaining consent of
a welfare agency and court.

Actually the court must approve the child's
new home before final papers can be signed.
Thus the effect of Mr. Turner's proposal
would be to permit an unmarried mother
who wants to give up her child to place the
baby quickly. But the new home might be
temporary. The courts and welfare agencies
may well decide, after professional investiga-
tion, that the foster-parents chosen by (he

mother could mot rear the child properly.
Then the child would bave 4o be uprooted,

supply of those offered by about three to one
locally. Young unmarried mothers, under
emotional strain, are often besieged by would-

providing
a hasty and illadvised home for the child.
Inevitably, if this restraint were removed,
many children would find their way into un-
desirous homes and some mothers would ac-
cept payment—from the highest bidder.

The present law requires that the mother,
the court and a recognized welfare agency
agree on the foster home. before final papers
are signed. The reason for the “delay” in
final decision is based upon the ultimately
sound proposition that parenthood is a seri-
ous responsibility. The foster parents must
be sure they want the child—and the other
parties must be sure that the foster parenis
will provide the child a decent home. Mr.
Turner's proposal should not become law.

A FORMER PRESIDENT’S PAY AND COUNSEL

Wm Mr. Truman was President he re-
' ceived $100,000, o which he paid a tax
of $56,000, plus a $50,000 taxfree allowance.
Thus his takehome pay was $94.000. A good
deal of this was spent on entertainment and
‘White House expenses. ¥

Mr. Truman's pension now amounts to
$11256 per month. This is for his former
service as a reserve officer in the U. §. Army.
Ironically, retired commanders-in<chief don’t
get any pension.

The 82nd Congress voted to end the tax-
exemption on the $50,000 expense allowance,
effective at the end of Mr. Truman's term. So
President Eisenhower will pay $85.000 taxes
on his $150,000 incomc, leaving him $35,000
take-home pay. He. too, will have 1o use some
of this for entertainment and White House
expenses.

As a General of the Army on inactive serv-
ice, he would have been eligible for an

annual stipend of $18761. But President
Eisenhower voluntarily relinquished this
pay before he ran for office. Thus, as the
law now stands, he will receive no pension
whatsoever when he leaves the White House.

This is a rather shabty way to treat for-
mer Presidents. They, of course, get all
sorts of lucrative offers. But we like to
think that they, like former Congressmen,
rate an official pemsion, just in case they
don't feel like writing their memoirs or
taking another job.

Congress can kill two birds with one stone
in this field. By providing former Presidents,
for life, with all the perauisites, facilities and
privileges of Congressmen, except the vote,
Congress will .give itsell the benefit of ex-
perienced counsel. A the same time this
move would assure the former Presidents a
richly-deserved, if moderate, income during
the twilight of their years.

WHAT ARE WE TRYING TO SELL?

R, USING on the appointi of a new

board to “unify psychologieal war”,
Columnist Dorothy Thompson questions not
only the qualifications of the board members
(“there is not one single nationally and inter-
nationally known and approved political
analyst and writer, with long, intimate, and
objective knowledge of foreign peoples™) but
also the basic purpose (. . . Our enemies . . .
are not conducting among <ther peoples a

psychological war campaign but & psychologi-
cal peace campaign”™).
And she adds

“We hope that this board will consider
with ruthless candor whether our psycholog-
jcal warfare is helping America, or whether,
in many cases, it is mot aiding the battle.
for minds conducted by our enemies . . .

new. might even ider whether
silence might be preferable to more werds,
It might consider whether the very phrase
Spsychological warfare' does not betray fail-
wre to understand currents of thought among
our allies and in neutral countries.™

She is pot the only student of geopolitics
to question the effectiveness of our battle
for the minds of people all over the world
Others have*Bsubled our ability to export
democracy,as we export automobiles, or sell
democracy abroad as we sell soap powders at
home.

1t may be that we are not quite sure “m
we have 1o “sell”, or even what we have to
display. For the essentisl ingredient of the
American idea. i e. unalienable individual
Tights, endowed by a superior Creator and

From The Greenville (S.C.) Piedmont

protected by a government thatygoverns by
the consent of the governed, seems to-have
been lost on many of us. We tend to think
of democracy in economic terms, lo see the
threat of Soviet imperialism as a threat to
our economic pattern, 1o confuse liberly with
capitalism.

What we have fo sell i# the most explosive,
the most dynamic political idea of modern
times. “Don’t give us your Marshall Plan, give
us Your Bill of Rights,” an Egyptian publisher
told a group of visiting Americans recently.
There, in éssence, is our problem—how wa
are to inspire a desire for freedom among
peoples who have never known freedom,
and how we are to aid them to learn the me-
chanics of self-government once they are
seized by the yearning for self-government,

No single propaganda device can work

. everywhere in this troubled world. Each peo-

ple has its own culture and heritage, each
has its own immediate problems. And what
may appeal 1o the French laborer may be
utterly lost upon the Arab feila

The only “line” that has potentially uni-
versal appeal. the only thing we really have
to “sell”, is -the American political idea.
That idea cannot be sold by hucksterism,
nor can it be sold merely by seeking out,

. exposing, and exploiting the weaknesses,

fallacies, and mistake of the enemy. It must
be sold simply and honestly and steadfastly,
not as & weapon of psychological “warfare”,
but because liberty is the rightful possession
of every human being on this globe.

SHADES OF DANTE ey

OWN through the centuries’ men have

rible conception of it. -

Instead ‘of being hot and blazing, the el

mate will be cold, damp and changeable and
the whole_place will' be full of colds, sore
throats, running noses, flu. chills and fevers

and everywhere you tura there will be sinks -
of dirty dishes and closets full of dirty »

By Joseph & Stewart Alsop

Democrats, Now A Minority,
Begin To Act Like A Family

WASHINGTON

IT IS TOO much to say that
the Democrats in Congress, who
have Ben fighting each other like
Kilkenny cats for so many years,
are now one big happy family,
But it is at lcast true that the
Democrats are acting much more
like a family than they have for
a long time; and that they seem
a good deal happier tham might
have been expected so soon after
:ﬁr crushing defeat in Novem-

This defeat itself accounts in
part for
The

man is no longe!
isfy this instinct. It was Sen. Har.
1y Byrd, after all, not a North-
ern radical, who first brought
into serious question the confir-
mation of Charles E. Wilson

Secretary of Defense. And of the
six Senators, who voted against
Wilson's confirmation, four were

Southerners.
Minority Leader
ohnson, - himsel{

. has already done
much to bind up old wounds, with
the advice and belp of his
shrewd mentor. House Minority
Leader “Sam Rayburn. Johnson
bhas even rather

persuaded fellow Southerners
with seniority to step aside on
choice committee assignments,
30 often a cause of party dissen-
siop, in favor of liberals and
newcomers. Exami Sym-
ington of Missouri (who got a
coveted place on the Military Af-
fairs Committee, with the back-
ing of powerful Sen. Walter
George of Georgia), Mansfield of
Montana (Foreign Relations),
Jackson of Washington (Interi-

of Massachu-

The total political inexperience
:‘muy of the men President
ise:

mm"' alzo belle e
ve that cal ign-
time chickens will soon be com-

res one Democrat, “then
we're through. But he can't.”
, many mocrats _in

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

" Almost

Dulles’ Diplomats

prising. But Democratic opti-
mism should not be exaggerated.

:kryan: agrees that,
although the Democrats have a
chance to recapture the House
in 1954, the Senate will remain
Republican; in 1954, a whole se-
ries of shaky Democrats are up
for re-election, while only two
or three Republicans need worry.

©on 2 more united and more agile
opposition than seemed likely
only very recently.

Dulles Trip May Tip World Peace Scales

Fefpeete

i

dence.

1t mdy be true that the idea of
federation has been oversold in
this country. It may also be true
that a Democratic Congress would
have been less demanding. This
last, however, is debatable, since
many Southern Democrats have
been exp ing the same kind of
impatience reflected in the state-
ments of key Republicans.

But jt is a grim situation that
Dulles faces and not a theory. The
grimpess — the race against time
with the burden of a dead past that
stands in the way of any and all
change—is evident in every cor-
ngr of the globe.

son, have been wail
to come up against the cruel hur-
trying

temporary world. They

waiting with the memory so

cent of ‘the campaign ora

its oversimplifications
4 -

2 fal
involve merely the fortunes
individual or, for that matter, of
a parfy and an Ads tion.
So much more is at stake.

Edible Or Inedible, Wheat

Wound Up By

Being Eaten

By FREDERICK C. OTHMAN

This yers
were shelling ot a multi-million

effect in Paris. However, he may be  This

dollar subsidy on grain intended
for our own livestock. .

The members of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee, mos in-
censed, agreed that our losses in
tariffs, idy payments, and
displacement of our own whest by
the pig food, had cost us at least
$100,000,000. And what had it done
to our own stomachs?

“This inedible wheat has been

proved to be edible,” testified
Frank H. Weitzel, 1o the
Comptroller General. “We may be

eating it in our breakfast food for
all 1 know.”

He said the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration had ‘examined the un-
fit wheat -and found that some of
its kernels, indeed, were shriveled
from frost. But, it still was good
o eat.

“*“In some circumstances, such as
use for malting, this inedible
wheat is more. edible than edible
wheat,” he added.

‘This is wherc a number of Sena-
tors and I began to bang our heads
against the marble wainscoting.

said they ought to be in jail
‘This seemed like a good idea, ex-
cept that Weitzel wasn't sure they'd

proper tariff. What happened to it

is Dulles’ dilemma. It

to
HE European pilgrimage of John Fos- " caught on the double GOP per-  Democrat happens lmm
Y b, Dulles is probably the most im- - JJERE are the problems Dulles faces, Bokiies 2 G0P peomiee. O P ot e b el oo
portant made by a Secretary of State in -** both at home and “abroad: ‘What the French will want fo know is though the future peace of the world may
20 years. On it may depend the future  Om The Home Fromt—Bchind him. as just exactly how much aid the United be at stake. .
peace of the world. Dulles departed. w States will extend them in return for a _ French IndoChina—The French have
o This 8 writen not in any sease of drama.  bevy of diploma at Dulles’ let- 3 will to know 0OW passed beyond the hinting stage about
. cold reason. Wars do ter demanding “positi " State gorically, in dollars ~ Wanting to They
come upon the world swiftly. Their séeds B e Lo tls up iy and i ; Tove et theks idcas fn offiaal potcs. They
are planted years in advance, and rifts Republican families. this an in- In- reply, Secretary Dulles Will be in. fecl their future is in North Africa, and
between ‘mations, scarcely’ perceptible 10 sult, made their views so vocal that Dulles  clined ay:"'l\llwe*u(‘uy‘." that if they spread themselves oo thin.
the naked eve, can grow into big rifts—  staged a special pep their  That kind of answer will carry out a  theyll lose out all around. So they want
and eventually war ire. also appointed a committee of promise he made the Smnate Foreign Rela-: ‘1o evacuate Indo-China :
Dulles has ‘undertaken this mission 18 three i fs to advise  tions Committee when he was confirmed,  Pulling the plug in bowever,
order ta bring France Germany 10-  on career diplomacy: Hugh - He would consult the Senate before f L the Red hordes of Communism
gether in a United European Army. Gibson, close friend of H :  lating policies, he pledged, not afterward. ~-Will splll out over the rubber and tin areas
be is sucessful. we should witness a rea-  Joe Grew. who made history as Ambas- I he this reply to the French, yas. Indonesia, Burma, perhaps
sonably loug period of Eu . sador 1o Japan: and Norman Armour, with however, will not come home with _eventually India.
is nol successful. Western Europe 2 notable record as envoy to coun-  definite’ French support for a United i+ That's why the Dulles-Eisenhower policy
ks Sruie e S fwrihbe got irige T - European army. and the defense of West- * loward Indo-China will be the same as the
R‘m"‘." ““‘M~b:m°, Ry woold by European Army—Dulles’ problem €rn Europe will continue to skid dowphill,  Truman- palicy; extept  firmer.
Russia a5 the balaice of power. This & o resurrection the cherished. goal of i e g Jved 1o Peace, kawan
o end in war. French and marching  Balancing The Budget fhe protien e M Gty P
respects, Dalles’ trip is ROt U0 ypger one flag will be Frafce. termined to set up a Southeast Asia supply
e Dale ' The French are incressingly wortied D oreate v B R e DN K ht e
X i o — the GOP /to fhe French Army. 3 5
Henry L. Stimson, who. waiching the faint 3bout upsurge ‘of Naziem—as  promuse to balance the budget. This ~ While thi help, 1ndo-
Sign of war clouds in 1803, weat Jo are other Deopie: Bave had iheir Fesources it hasapet his megotstons 1 Pramee, - Chis permmama I, T ke Chita
in'a vain but heroic effort to build up drained by the Indo-China war: can't sup-  Not only have Mr. Dulles’ Republican mmu.'mmmm
i e he Tack s e ¥aow, el ariy b (he odoChine wartis o ooy Srvuest o Beltce the budet, | 1o Ded by Soiih Korean. troops
even before he took fhe oath as Secretary finished. Alss new Premier Rene Mayer mtu.:uca:numr:u-v:: &mm:qun‘-n-m
of State, that secret diplomatic cables 8 slightly miffed that Winston Churchill grous GOP promisesithat it would be cut  ress toward fraining native
from our embassies reported NATO's De- tole the jump on him in coming to see Jrastically. ° % Yamm-u-%
gram_Gangerously bogged down. Eisenlower and wor't like it when Dulles Fowever, Mr. Truman left a joker in his mmuwhb
He knew it would have fo be bucked up tells-him that all trips by forcign pofen- pudget message. He out that' gles is very near the top of the Eisenhower
immediately or else get bogged down per- * tates are off until Tke gets fettied. . estimateql aid to Europe had increased  agenda. Both he and Dulles know it
manently. Nothing less urgent than® this Regarding U. S. aid. Dulles threw out. this—year because the Republicans had cut * must be salved if there is to be 3 ]
diplomatic crossrosd could bave compelled  én sdvance warning in his speech dast jt the year before. They cat it inci- Europesn army and if Communism.
a new Secretafy of Siate, only 10 days in mk-nmdunum:"m«- muw.‘mndﬂn%m..mmhmhhw
office, to Jeave for Europe, ¢ fense, no " This bad an immediate Eiscnhower that it not be cut. - of Asia. Ve > i
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