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ROME IS NO PLACE FOR AN AMATEUR

URING last year's Presidential campaign,

the Luces. Henry and Clare Boothe,
were in the camp. Henry's mag-
azines, Time and Life, outdid themselves in
behalf of the Republican nominee. And Clare
Boothe put on a memorable. if melodrama-
tic, nationwide TV thriller about Communists
in government.

After the viclory, it was common gossip
around  the political circuit that the Luces
would get their reward. And in recent weeks.
it had been bruited about that the prize would
be the Italian Ambassadorship for Mrs. Luce.
Over the weekend the White House con-
firmed the rumor. Clare Boothe Luce will go
to Rome, the U. S. Senate willing.

Let us hope that another rumor is true—
that the chang# will not be made until after
the Italian elections in the Spring. For we

* ‘can still quite easily, with one or two major

blunders, lose Italy at the polls, and lose ¥
under our own rules.

That is not to sy that the Communists and
their Nenni Socialist allies have any chance
of getting an outright majority in the Spring
elections. It is to say that the center-coalition
built on De Gasperi's Christian Democrats—
plus the Social Democrats, the Republicans,
the Liberals, and scattering support won
away from the Nenni Socialists on the left
and the constitutional Monarchists on the
right—can easily fail to get the 50.1 per cent
of the total popular vote that, under the
electoral law now before the Italian Parlia-
ment and fairly sure of passage, it needs to
control the Senate and the Chamber.

Failing of this popular majority for the
center, we shall have a situation in Ttaly
approximating that in pre-Pinay France,
where a premierdesiznate will have to go
hat in hand to a scramble of splinter parties
to put together a parliamentary majority
that may last a day or a week or a month.
In other words, there will be political chaos,,
and the Communists and neo-Fascists will
be the people to profit.

The Italian situstior, just now, needs a
fine professional hand at the American

Embassy. We had one {n James . now
in Paris but slated to go to make room for
another, political appointee. Douglas Dillon.
We bave,a better one—thotigh he's a political
sppointee and has been in the diplomatic
service only two years—in Ellsworth Bunker.
But, even were he a worse one, he's been
on the scene the better part of a year, and
he has a fine team of professionals accus-
tomed to working under him.

In this critical situstion, the decision to
change horses is of dubious wisdom. But
even if a change is made, it would have
been better to pick someone with the talents
the job requires. President Eisenhower has
chosen to send a rank amateur, with never
2 day's experience in diplomacy. and to'send
a woman, to a country which has not yet
entirely accepted tne emergence of women
10 places of prominence in public life.

So far, three important ambassadorships
have been filled witk political appointees:
Winthrop Aldrich to London. Dillon to Paris,
and Clare Boothe Luce t6 Rome. Let us hope
that political reward will not be the sole
yardstick for key diplomatic appointments.
Indeed, James Reston writes in the New
York Times that career diplomats will not
be overlooked. that President Eisenhower is
planning to send Charles E. Bohlen to Mos-
cow, George V. Allen to India. George F.
Kennan to the important listening post in
Switzeriand, John M. Allison to Japan, Loy
Wesley Henderton to Egypt, and George
Wadsworth to Pakistan. Furthermore, Reston
reports that three other Foreign Service
officers will be named Assistant Secretaries
of State—Robert Murphy, now Ambassador
to Tokyo, Livingston T. Merchant. now
assistant to the Speciai Mutual Security Rep-
resentative in Paris, 2ad John Cabot. who
has been U. §. Ambassador in Finland

Against those comm.ndable selections, it is
incredible that President Eisenhower has
chosen to play fast and loose with Italy,
the country that, in the next six months, is
going to be one of the most important in
Europe.

A WAY TO ORGANIZE THE BUDGET

AY BACK in the good old days, when
the budget and the debt both had at
least six fewer zeros than they do today,
Congress appropriated money fo run the gov-
ernment in one hig oundle, instead of in drib-
lets. Then, in 1704 someone decided to appro-
priate money for the militia and the civil
government separately. In 1700 a Navy was
established—and it got a separate budget. By
1880, it took 13 separate annual appropris-
tion bills to finance government.
And in recent years. Congress has
L i

" defi

approved
jency™ ap-
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tions, “second supplemental

pprop 3
and indefinite”  sppropriations, “urgent
deficiency™ appropristions, “contract author-
frations” and “borrowing authority” to an
extent that Semator Byrd, Budget Director
Joseph Dodge, Comptiolier Lindsay Warren
and the several “watchdog” committees don't
know how much we're spending, or what it's
going for.

The new administration has promised to
straighten out ‘his mcss. We hope it will
And one of the best ways to start making
sense out of appropristions would be to
adopt Senator Byrd's latest proposal—a
streamlined version of the singlepackage
appropriation bill.

The Byrd proposal should not be confused
with the omnibus appropriations bill Con-
gress tried three years ago. It merely col-
lected all the regular appropriations between
the covers of one bill. The Byrd proposal, on
the other hand, would.

1. Provide that Congress consider all ap-
propriations in one package, so Congress and
the public can see the whole picture as the
spending side of the budget i enacted.

FIVE PERSONS VOTED —

VI‘HI statebystate broakdown of voter par-
ticipation in the November election has
‘been toted up, and provides some interesting
comparisons. Checking the number of actual
1852 voters per 100 potential voters with
comparable turnouts in previous elections,
as compiled in Dr. George Gallup's Politicsl
Almanac, we find that

Seventy per cent or more of the eligible
votars turned out in 22 states. In 1048 only
four states—Utah. Delaware, Colorado and
Montans—equaled or bettered this percent.

The Northwest and Northeast continued to
get out a large percentage of voters. Utah
again Jed the list, boosting its turnout from
74 to 706 per cent.

Hard on its heels were Delaware—T01,

2 Provide that Congress write into this
bill, against all items involved, limitations
on annual obligations for expenditure from
all appropriations—those previously enacted
well as those currently under considers-
tion. (This_would give Congress power to
review all the unexpended balances “and
authorizations which, by the end of June, will
come to over $100 billion.)

3. It would provide that committee reports
on appropriation bills show annual expendi-
ture estimated, which could be compared with
revenue estimates. Also, revised revenue esti-
mates could be requested from the Treasury
during the consideratioh-of the bill, so the
budget could be kept in balance during the
long appropriation process.

Twelve Democratic ar.d 35 Republican Sen-
ators joined Senator Byrd in cosponsoring
this bill. If similar support develops in the
House, it stands a good chance of enactment

Definitely, a system such as Senator Byrd

proposes should be adopted. Like his pro-.

posed constitutional amendment authorizing
the President to veto individual items in the
budget, as some governors can mow do, it
would make for a tighter budget.

The Truman Administration regarded the
billions in contract authority and unspent
authorizations as untouchable. Yet they must
be peviewed if the budget is to be balanced.
This is for the simple reason that these
previous authorizations, and moreor-less
fixed costs like debt service and troop pay,
account for all but about $20 biltion in the
Truman budget. The deficit in the Truman
budget is about $10 billion. Thus, unless
Congress can get it these previous authoriza-
tions, if would have to whack that $20 in
two to balance the budget—and such action
would shatter the fam program. Social
Security, and other domestic programs

THREE STAYED HOME *

voter participation more than doubled last

year—with 30.7 per cent. by far the greatest

percentage increase of any state. In Missis-

sippiand Alsbama loss than 25 per cent of

the potential voters turned out. however

that was an Improvement over their 1948
4

North Carolina, befittingly. led the South,
with 521 per cent. Hrre's how the Southern

state percentages compared with their 1948 .

and 1940 records.

STATE 1952 1848 1840
N. C 521 38 43
Fla %00 39 4
Tenn. 462 30 31
Tex. Qs 2 20
La 4“4 28 n
Ark. 378 22 18
Va. 13 n 22
Ga. 08 % 1.
8 C 07 14 10
Ala. 249 4 1%
Miss. U3 17 ‘18

Nation-wide, 625 per cent of the eligibles
voted last year. 3 record for recent times.
But that percentage is still way below par
among democracies. It's handily topped, with
from 12 to 30 percentage points to epare,
by Italy, Holland, Great Britaln, Sweden,
:‘“ﬂf‘v. Denmark, France, Finland and Can-

. The increased vote is impressive. but we've
still 2 Jong way to go.

About the easiest thing in the world is
for Stalin to cutlive his doctors.—Memphis
Press Scimigar.
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The Cost Of Government

NC’s Tax And Income Picture

state and federal governments, and the total of

By Congressional Quarterly
WASHINGTON

Here is the picture on federal, state, and local
tax collections in North Carolina, showing amount
of tax paid. income from all sources received by
individuals in the state. and a percentage compari-
son of taxes and income.

The tax collection figures were gathered by Con-
gressional Quarterly from these sources: federal
data, Treasury Department: state, Census Bureau;
local, “Pacific Northwest Industry,” published by
the Bureau of Business Iniversity of
Washington, Seattle.

Tax collections in North Carolina during fiscal
1851 the most recent year for which figures are
available at all levels of government—were, §1.257,
160,000, federal; §255,667,000, state; and $83,024
000, local. These taxes were collected from both
%ﬂ'ldlﬂh and businesses. They total $1505,851~

By comparison, income payments to individuals
in the state during the calendar year 1 totaled
$3.887,000,000. (State figures for income of cor-
porations undistributed in the form of dividends
are not available.)

Here is how tax collections from business and
individuals compares with income received by in-
dividuals. The table shows federal. state, local and
total tax collections as a percentage of income,
and the ranking of North Carolina.

TAX PER CENT STATE
TAKE OF INCO! RANK
Federal 3234 6
State 6358 4
Local 214 “
Total 4106 5

The “federal tax collection-individual income™
percentage is very high in some states because 3
relatively large propartion of federal taxes col-
lected is from businesses and because many cor-
porations doing business in several states report
the withholding tax from all their employees' in-
come at the home office.

For example, in Delaware, seat of many cor-
porations, the federal taxindividual income per-
centage is

all taxes are listed below.
 STATE TAXES

Tax
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an extremely crowded of
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the view of of his_subordi-
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= who waste Ml bime.
No one, in short, who enters

D LISTENER

He likes lo have his speeches,

for example, read aloud to him,

Land he corrects and edits them by
—he
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People’s Platform
‘Powerhouses’ Vs. ‘Hot Rods'
Editors, Tz Nrws: 7

g
HARLOTTE \
bave followed the news items in your paper '

Life For Louie Quiet Now,
But A Storm Is Brewing

By FREDERICK C. OTHMAN

concerning the proposed law pending in Ra- SOpir o the for.8 3
Jeigh which would make it a misdemesnor 1o DONT heppen fo own a Tele  canse and the experts regularly
change a car's design. motor or equipment to King television set, but 1 have o014 tyrn him down because of
make it any faster than the manufacturer in.  S¢en these machines in the store . wi Fairmount
R - windows and ha By it e il

We are not worried about the sports car owner  !°0.1Bave no doubt they'll bring in UL 2
and driver. With a very few cxceptions, he & Picture of Milton Berle with mo WU T L
et he is doing with his car of he more flicker than any other brand. Central Liquors
wouldn't_own.it. We are mot warried abaut the "’h"""""':mﬂ‘::ﬂ'ﬂh':' m“m”b‘.ﬁu

rod" owner. He usually builds his Tele-king company, chair. m. way fer-
P M B his WD €aT  an of its beard of directors, Louis Cules Products Co., which ot in

We all know that the average driver doesn't L Pokrass. Horatio Alger never 1 OPA jam over the price of its
know very much about his car. nor does he care.  thought of a career like his. schnapps and went out of business;
He doesn't know what will happen to the ma- Russia_in i
chinery he is chauffeuring around when he meets 1896, ¢ in 1813, Thatsame year Pokrass sought a/
emergency conditions. “We are worried about the  served a bitch in the U. S. Navy, license for the Gotham |

how has all the horsepower  became a naturalized citizen, mar. Corp., and the Federals were get.!

(140, 165, 180, 205, 210) he can get and doesnt ried his wife, Lillian, and went into ting ready to go through the old
quite know what to do with it. the illicit wine business in the *20s. rou him down again. |
order to obtain a deadly weapon (a gun or ‘our times he on That autumn Pograss saw fit to!

665, "
Kentucky, with a federal tax collection-income rifle) you must” have «l references  bootlegging charges, but each time te $5,000 to the New York
ents percentage of 346 yields the federal and a reason why you need it. The high- — the indictment was dismissed. With State Democratic
government a.large sum in distillery taxes. automobile of has a far  repeal he and a friend, Charles D. al red the wife of Carroll
ranking states in federal tax-income per- greater deadly any of rifle Of  Cook, who also had a prohibition Mealey, the Alcobol Tax Commis-
centage are Delaware, Michigan, Maryland (whose revolver . . . lly in the of a novice  record, organized the Capitol Wine 2 New York furrier who|
tax collection figures include the District of Co- driver who, with his newly acquired “powerhouse™ and Spirits Corp. of New York.Only sald her a bargain coat, 1
Jumbia), Kentucky, and New York. Lowest are on wheels, the necessary qualifi- _ they kept their names out of it. b-  Having mad B t
ississippi and Arkansas. : to become a “hot rodder™. cause anybody with a hint of oot try to get mh““' M‘&'
States with the highest state tax-income -percent- Let’s go out and buy one ‘of these “POWEN™  jorging sbout him couldn't gef 3 dug =4 bottled goods in-§
age are Louisiana and New Mexico, Lewest are houses”. -Why Anyone can.” You are BOL  Jicence from the Alcobol Tax Unit. “ﬁlr! ' , Pokrass gave up. He
New Jersey and Nebraska. asked for er references. unless its to  poo clon vold out Kis isterests in the Fla-)
Citizens of South and North Dakota, respectively, check your credit. Will the dealer ask you why 5 mingo Hotel and went into tele-}
pay the highest local taxes in proportion to their you need all this power? No. So, you take de- ell, sir, this corporation pros. vision manufacturing. That's where |
income. Lowest in this regard are New Mexico and  livery without the least interest in your car's po-  Pered until 1543 when the Federal  he is now, apparently doing well,
Delaware. < tential or x5, Turned loose on the high. ~ sieuths charged it hid a large con- and life for him is quiet at last.|
In Delaware. the total tax amounts to 728 per ways, you have a four-wheel weapon which is  signment of drinking liquor so it No more cont . No
cent of total income payments to individuals. At guided by the pressure of your and feet!  Wouldn't have to pay floor taxes. arguments with tough agents. No
the other extreme, in Arkansas, the total tax American manufacturer’s are still more It offéred $100,000 to settle 1all more fur coat deals. Just turning
amounts o 15.1 per cent of income payments to and more power imto their standard’ vehicles.  charges and the Department of out legitimate mi for le-
individuals. ey're getting faster and faster. No it's  Justice accepted the cash. Only the  gitimate customers. Peace, it must
The state of North Carolina got the most revenue even difficult for the sporis car owner or “hot  tax unit revoked the licenses. be.wonderful.
from taxes on motor fuels and genefal sales, which ider” to compete with standard aut les, on  Pokrass and Co. sold firm's  Lately, however, Pokrass has
vielded $121.469.000 during the year ending June or off the highways. Actually, there isn't mny he invested part of his spending a good of ko
30. 1952 according to the U. S. Census Buresu. for " to soupup their cars. Just m«u in the Flamingo Hotel of time explaining things to fnvesti-
Altogether the state took in $278,482,000 for the a and you've got Vegas, Nev. This hostelry, as 2 gators of the House Ways and
year. ready-built Detroi . Federal described it, catered Means Committee, this saga
Al the same time, the federal government col- rod” solution must be solved in 1o a ga b s S g
;’: ‘ﬁdvs;l'?'lnm\m 1"%‘"‘ e T e * o ERORGE W. DRUM Pokr: ] . mney - record. What other
¥ . the Internal Revenue Bureau 5 ass 3
Major tax yields in North Carolina to both the " Director, Crosley Car Owners Clib Sr b o on Bl D Ph‘:“‘h";;g.h"lﬂrhm‘h
Drew Pearsons . Please, Says Europe, No Lady A (
Merry-Go-Round , 90dYys Europe, ady Amb assadors
= (Ed. Note—Drew Pearson Is now on Naturally the Dutch diplomat didn't Company tour. Ome by-product
2 trip to Berlin and to check mltrhdm:-a-u.ﬁmlnbm. wu&hmu:,.r,mz_": m n—dy.’nuniudwm Ar7;
developments there and Europeans know that beautiful Clare duck press conferences. By and large sults of “'-'_m.' time mﬂ"’mm
report on the progress of John Foster Boothe Luce made a notable record in  Dulles is just as communicative as a Ches-  will in these columns later.
in unifying our allies.) the U. S. Congress, that she has written apeake Bay oyster. Finally, at Bonn, the S s
3 RT some brilliant plays and that she is the press was notified that the new U. 8. Sec-  Stalin’s Successor
I‘ not seem very t when Wife of one of the nation’s most potent retary of State would see them. Just be- S. _intelli
sompered ¥ith Bis- Miir probleme tae- oo j-‘(n dont want' e :{“ m—u ut ) DnLn-. et U ndicats. the ‘high-level x;-:mh'
ing the world today but Europesn chancer. GO 1 FoVL a8 o0y gt s WOuld byttie”over who is .
fes just don't like the flock of lady am- The de IL-‘ Nos. a statement to the press but would e N to be Stalin’s succes-
bassadors Ike is reported to be sending % mmﬂmm Dot answer any questions. t no.m..‘:"“"‘""""
- DR % tion to. the. Communists and Alcide 66  some op i 1o ible fo report on  Georgi M. Malenkov. For some 4
AT eaicn lafies 4% is fighting the battle of his life of this toplevel conversations with Tk B T scay i
e ey o s, Bacpane L e D Coming: LT sjeen. Duy StThs Muwient Mo Ve o et e
Pieenet a5, (he- bewuteons: Gl Bational elections”this ng. " Bhn v e S s ey . B hesd of the scret polc. snd
B Jaw  Malenkov. ’
Boothe Luce: slated to be U. S. ambassa. reason for European  tpat Britain not only would oppose - But Molotov fell out of faver
dor 1o Ttaly, but also to Mrs. Hiram Cole attitude on, lady diplo®als  move to blockade the Chink coust but also  ~orn®y1ime, 0, Jeaving the race to Beria
'Houghton of Red Osk. la, the former 1§ Mrs. Perle Mesta. Actfally Mrs. Mesia  youig any such suggestion in
w;‘mwm‘ nn:-rn--huawm the United The debonair and 1
‘omen's Clubs. bourg breaks have gome handsome -
pointment as U §. ambassador to Holland, L e e i comedy’ “Cal wmmhr:’m;%
Brain trusters around President t Mo Madais™ murdeeell aat caly her diple- llathjﬂﬂﬂmﬂ.
D, Bammbover careinlly bed figwred that o e eenipiis  blockde ol Chins ool gay
m more
succession it would be entirely appropriate- hmmmdm Dulles also 5 of
to send Mrs. Houghton to the Hague. But ~ Mioi. Who Mas been one of the best en- e ‘-:w—" indignation -
Hollanders think "differently, Last week - YO8 sent to Denmark in miny years. “Reoe o o s Eaeler
one U. S. diplomat visiting the Dutch 0 e
Forelgn Office. was told in haitxiading Dulles Conversations Eioaabowd.
but_pointed "ve 3t up viih Jobu Posier Dulls trgped, hrough Eo- g —
Bernie Baruch's . and 1 think we've Tope with 3 time for a long Church-
F-ﬂ-cu_h.umalu.ynm)-' was allocated I:\H- e
means war. 3 k #8 rigidly fixed of on the %
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