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COMMISSIONERS DALLY

INE months ago, a special study com-
mittee headed by C. S Reed made a

WITH TAX PROBLEM

very sensible to the
Mecklenburg County Commissioners — 1o
abolish the separate listing of residential

personal property, exclusive of automo-
bdn, and to substitute 2 flat percentage
charge on real property.

The committee reached its decision after
studying a large sample of personal prop-
ergy returns. It found many gross incon-
gruities: for example, very
homes whose owners had listed less than
$300 worth of furniture It lound o(hrr

cases where wealthy and p
zens apparently owned nn watch at -ll
“The appraisals of the personal property
of some of our own friends were, 1o put

only is the present system of listing per-
sonal pmpen, shot through with incon-

it mildly, * said the
members.

Furthermore, the committee pointed out
that it was difficult 1o determine the value
of personal since that value
frequently shifts.

The committee recognized that its rec
ommendations would require special meas-
ures for assessing the percentage tax
against residents who live in rented quar-
ters, especially multifamily apartments,
but suggested a way around that difficul-
ty.

. it is also disrup-
Uve of the honuiy and inlqnly of prop-
erty owners.

“There is a desire on the part of many
people, not to evade taxes, but to be taxed

coum-
ties, including Guilford and Forsyth, have
found an answer to the personal property
problem in the percentage system. Surely
it would not be too difficult a task to work
out the plan here, if the County Commis-
sioners will put their minds to it

A STEP TOWARD BETTER HOSPITAL FACILITIES

AY Mayor Van Every pro-
posed that the Social Planning Coun-
cil of the United Community Services
study the Negro hospital needs of this
county and _city. The County Commission-
ers app his proposal. We heartily add
our endorsement to this plan of action,
and Jook to the City Council to add its
approval when the mayor's r«olunon is
presented 1o it tomorrow.
‘The Social Planning Council is the logi-
- cal group to conduct this survey. Its
leaders have expressed an interest in the
Negro hospital project. Its experienced
staff has acdess to a fund of information
shout similar projects in other communi-
ties. The Planning Council's membership
represents a crosssection of community
views. Outstanding publicspirited citizens

YET ANOTHER BLOW AT

A the FBI stepped in and nabbed
FYY 13 alleged former members of the Ku
South Carolin-

In North Carolina, lanl nnd state au-
thorities and local newspapers joined
hands with the FBI to smash the Klan in
Columbus County after a series of flog-
gings and other outrages.

But although there was ample #vidence
that Klan activities in that ares spilled
over into South Carolina, and indeed orig-
inated there, responsible authorities of
that state, from Gov. James F. Byrnes on
down, appeared to look the other way.

In the proceedings in North Carolina,
29 convictions were obtained after the FBI
arrests in February, 1952. Later on, 81

can doubtless be induced 1o join with the
Planning Council in this survey of one
of the community’s most pressing prob-
lems.

The need for additional hospital facili-
ties for Negroes has been well-established.
What this survey should ascertain is the
best way to fulfill that need, the way to
finance necessary new facilities. Then,
when the Planning Council reports back
to local government officials, actual fund-
raising and construction may follow.

The mayor's and commissioners’ actions
indicate that this community is at last
coming to grips with the problem of Ne-
gro hospitalization. The project is worthy
of the efforts of any persons who may be
called upon by the Social Planning Coun-
cil to help work out the answers.

THE KLAN

additional convictions or pleas of guilty
were won in state courts.

The FBI, often commended. merits still
further praise for its persistence in track-
ing down the alleged peppetrators of the
flogging of Mrs. Christine Rogers and her
brother, Ernest Barfield Rogers, who live
near Lake View, S. C. They were abducted
on the night of Nov. 16, 1651, blindfolded,
driven across the state line into Robeson
County, and severely beaten FBI Direc-
tor J Edgar Hoover said that the arrange-
ments for the flogging were made by the
Dillon Klavern.

The Klan is the enemy of law and or-
der wherever it exists The FBI's latest
blow at the “evil organization will help
prevent it from ever coming back to life
in this area.

‘WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE REGULARS?

FROI the personne! standpoint, the na-
I.mnu rqulu‘ military forces are in

At V\e.! Point, cadet resignations have
doubled. The professional officer corps in
the Army is “totally inadequate in size”

The Air Force has been able to enlist
an adequate number of pilots only by low-
ering educational requirements. Reserv-
ists today make up 82 per cent of the pi-
lots in the allimportant Strategic Air
Force.

The Navy has only 32500 caveer offi-
cers out of a total officer corps of 80.000,
and the Navy, is Jusing 40 officers a month

by resignation.
Moveover, all branches of the armed
forces are losing d offi-

“In short. the services. the l‘«-nmu and
the nation have spent much effort
money and ingenuity—on the whole -un

great success—in devising hew machines,
Billding new weapons. procuring new equip-
ment, perfecting and polishing the push
buttan phase of pushbulton war. But we
have tended to overlgok the man who
pushes the push-button; instead of :Irrnzlh
ening him, we bave weakened him. Men,
not machines. make war, and it is men. not
machines, that are our sure shield agamnsi
military disaster.”

Much of Baldwin's prescription follows
the diagnosis—ie, if individual replace
ments damage the morale and esprit of »
unit, then restore the old unit replacement
system. But he appears 10 lay greatest
stress on the restoration of the colorful
trappings of the mmm—v—m bands, the

cers as fast as they create new ones. The
Army's re-enlistment rate has dropped
from 60 per cent prior 1o World War 1l
to 6 per cent.

This is the indictment drawn by Han-
son W. Baldwin, military affairs expert of
the New York Times. in a recent issue of

Sarumoay Evesivg Post. “The end
Tesults if the present trend continues”
Baldwin writes, “can only be a triumph of
mediocrity and a sharp decline in morale

Baldwin outlines many reasons why the
military services have difficulty getting
and keeping good men: (1) the belittling
attitude of the public; (2} a smaller num-

ber of men coming of military age be-

uun of the downward birth rate during
the depression; (3) competition from a
M; civilian economy; (4) a psycho-
Jogical change that has elevated the de-

sire for security above the daring of ad
venture; (5) a congressional economy
wave that has cul many service benefits;

(6), poor service 1 policies, in-

the rapid turnover in important
sssignments and the individual replace-
ment system which makes it impossible
for military m 10 attain a continuing

“esprit.

this way: %

he long swords for offi
l‘ﬂ'l

“The regulars, in short. must find @
home, 3 permanent place in the hearts and
mids of 3 ponmilitaristic America. a sense
of group consciousness, & sense of social
prestige.”

Baldwin is the ranking writer on mill
tary affairs in this country today. His anal-
¥sis should be given the closest atten-
tion by those officials in Washington who
are responsible for developing a tight, ef-
ficient and spirited military force for
these troubled times.

Wife: “I think married men should
wear ;omelhmg to show that they are
married ”

Husband: “1 do. Look at this shiny
suit."—Carisbad (N. M.) Current-Argus.

Imprisonment sometimes gives a man
& chance to find himself; says a judge At
least he knows right where he is—Fort
Myer# (Fla.) NewsPress.

One of the little blessings that we are

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
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A Political Trick

Editors. Tux News:

TTORNEY General Browncll's bombshell st Mr.

Truman just before the California election,
that Mr. Truman promoted a Russian spy to a
high ofiice in bis administration, could only have
one purpose regardiess of how untruthful as long
as it warked

To a politician, sll is fair In polities
ter how ungentiemanly. Witk the full knowledge
that it was not a true accusation. yet positive that
it would have the proper aficet in California and
leave no possibility for a denial in time, Mr. Brown.
ell came up with the Wo'si political trick yet de-
vised.

GREAT FALIS 5. C

no mat-

1 knew that soon after the California elee
tion explanstions would be forthcoming, that .t
was not mesnt the way it sounded However, the
dsmage was already doce. That was all that mat-
lered

‘The public. T bope. will be wiser at the coming

congressional election and not permit itsell to be
taken in by Republican polilicians again

~HENRY KAYE

Guilt By Association

Editors, Tne News.

'ORLD affsirs, reflected by the American press,

creates an impression comparable to what we
would get by reading an ancient dime novel

The man who never satisfactorily and com
pletely explained his scceptance of me thous
mds of dollars in bis suecessful effort to repre-
sent a state is now representing the United States
10 the peoples of the other side of the w
President is talkind French to the Ca
telling how well prepared Russia is to

CHARLOTTE

st our
countries from the air. Our attorney gen-

eral is setting forth vague circumstances caic
1o destroy the faith of the American pedple in the
loyalty and integrity of our ex-President.

The most ghastly thing of all this intellectual
and volitical bricabac is the peddling of the shod
dy theory of guilt by association. 1 would like to
see a composite picture of the facial expression of
the honest every day citizen as he contemplates sH

his

Here Ix the great, astounding and original,
theory of McCarthyism. John Doe associates, or is
suspected of having associsted, with 8 person whn
is suspected of disloyalt®; therefore John Doe is a

traitor and eriminal. Evil -association mav carry
tulpability depending uven motive or necessity,
otherwise all our gevernment secret service op
erators would be traito.s, A few hundred commu-

nists could mave about the country associating with
Tom. Dick and Harry and whether Tom, Dick and
Harry knew it or not, they would be disloyal ang
traitors 10 their country. A short term of years
sould turn this country over to the communists,
That is McCartbyism. That is a false logic because

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

RESIDENT Fisenhower probably never
would have ~ermitted Bis attorney gen
eral to open up the oynamiteladen Harry
Dexter White case had he known that the
person invélved was his

founded upon a false premise.
No civilized nation has sought to control the
wsociation of the individuals composing it
Thought is beyond the realm of judicial procedurs.
Association is ot an act of guilt until the F'll
of it is proven. Otherwise we would be afraid to
speak 10 a stranger or go to any public ,mmu_
You might say “howdy” and pass the time of da
with an unknown communist and then you 'oﬂlﬂ
be unconsciously a communist traifor and an enemy
of your own country without knowing it.
—HOYT EAVES

More On Speeding Charge
LITTLE ROCK. ARK.
Editors, Tux Nrws:
MY family joins me in thanking you for publish-
ing our letter Nov. 3 and we also congratu-
late you on the very fine euitorial of Nev. 11 on
the general subject of “Jaypees And Speedsrs”
md "\lnfd Traps™.
mportant _contributory factor seemingly
mwlonkrd is the inbred driving habits of one’s own
state, These habits bad carriea me over 4.000 miles
n many states in the previous two weeks and we
were really in no particular hurry to get home, The
sliure of a speed trap is just that: fine road, good
weather and visibility and a lanse into subconscious
driving habits geared to a maximum speed limit Bot
legsl in North Carolina.

The third paragraph of your editoris] assumes,
however, 1 did not contest the charge and wanted
to pay my fine, elc. The magistrate is correct m
reporting | did object; ie. to the charge as pre-
sented, of driving over 75 mph. But any objection
#as oversuled, no testimomy was sccepted from
me and 1 was not even swotn. My letter reported
he incident correctly

Enclosed is copy of ietter from our AAA club
manager to your AAA club at Charlotte. Our man
wger stales we give visitors a friendly warnisg
here in Arkansas. And 1 add we do not slap a $100
bail bond on them which is equivalent to : nne
One shameful exception was last summer
vising clerzyman from Oklahoma was nn-d tm
ind costs by an eagerbeaver jaypee, who excused
himself by saying be had no other aiternative.

Despite opinion 1o the eontrary, 1 feel speed
traps exist with *he cooperation of local police and
the minor judiciary. Real preventive measures
as adequate patrolling bave been carefully avoided.
No one passes a police car doing the legal limit. ¥
had passed Do one in the stream of traffic, -hn
the officer readily admittea. But he was real
Iying in wait for me somewhere along this Short
piece of fine rosd. He seemed just a little 00
anxious to make the arvest

Sorry to burden you with all this because you
are ot trying this case. Yet, in a sense, you are
1 feel you should be infarmen becsuse you are rem
dering a vital public service in this publicity.

—HERBERT H. SULLIVAN, MD.

detail with

Hm was allowed to resign
State Department
wition with the Carnegie Foundation under

French Not Strong Enough -
ToW'nThelndochmaWar )

camouflaged boles that they dig by
night, waiting a chance to rusl
your camp. Or the peasants bum-
bly toiling in the fields may simply
have laid sway their guns under
the pale golden shocks of rice
straw.
DISPOSITION OF FORCES
This omnipresence of the enemy
the real heart of the problem
the Indo-Chinese war. Consider
fantastic disposition of forces
, and you will quickly see why.
In brief, the main prize both
ndﬂ are fighting for is this rich
nd strong Tonkin Delta. The del-
fa'is a triangle sbout 100 miles
Jong on each side. It is a hu‘e hh
in summer, Temain
marsh in the dry season, am .u;»
ports an ineredible population of
8.000,000. The delta, which is
formed of Chinese soil deposited
over the ages by the Red River,
also lies conveniently close to the
fromtier of China. If and when the
Communists get a firm grip on the
delta, it will be only a matter of
time until the rest of Indo-China
falls under the Viet Minh yoke.
At present, the wain body of
Communist regular troops is out-
side the delta, in the surrounding
wall

h«'n badly mauled and

s current plan of uurk has

boen_ distinetly upset by the of-

fensivedefensive effort, Operation

Mouette, which Generals Navarre

and (aay have now successfully
Nonetheless,

This wildly eccentric situation
has existed since 1951, when large
bodies of Communist troops infil-
trated the delta, destroyed the vil-
lage militias, and set up a secret
Communist administration consid-
erably more efficient than the Viet
Nam la\l'r‘llmﬂll ldmlgim!hl
that the French su

This Communist administration
of the delta rests primarily on
force snd terriorism. terror
and force, it boldly levies heavy
taxes of rice which feed the main
Viet Minh army. It calls up the re-

late chief justice of the

ed
more. Brovnell. +ho must have known that
Vinson was invelved. probably would not
have opened up the case had Vinson been

e
Careful siftine of the evidence and dis
sussions with former members of the Treas
ary Department close 1o Vinson reveal
that it was the late chief justice and former
secretary of the Treasury who in the last
snalysis stood up for White and refused
to permit him o be fired in February,
1946

Vinson did rot want Harry White in
the Treasury as assistant secretary. This
was the post which White held when Vinson

recommended that White be shifted
o the International Monetary Fund

Though this has been played up in the

ewspapers as a promotion, actually the in
ternational Monetary Fund post was far less
sensitive. involved no security as far
the United States was conces and was
n-u important as far as pul.lry m:uru

than the Treas

\'uum thoush warned by oA
sluding lh.ll writer, that White was dei
Initely pr did Dol

was confirmed by the Seoate. And at that
time Vinson took a very definite position
thst he would no' withdraw White from the
Internationsl Monetary Fund unless 1
#dear Hoovér rovesled the name of the
informant who charged White with brlll
# member of a -py ring: The informant,

is now known. was Elizabeth Beatley. Bu’
st that time Hoover-refused to reveal (he
fame.

Secretary Vinson. therefore. took the
dmalwmnumﬁuedhhum

accuser, and 1l since Hoover would not
mmm-ﬂ"hnnmh.
Vinson, would sunpart White. boe
of the chief was s

that time and feit it was lmnoﬂlnl to
watch White and others in order 1o

down every detail of the spy ring, if tbne n

was one.
President Truran. who had a great o~

spect for Vinson as an attorey, stood

behind him in this matter

Jimmie Byrnes also accented the Vinson

view in regard to Alzer. Hiss

have an lal report on White when he first

White for the International

Monetary Fund. The FBI teport was re-

ceived in December, 1845, but the first
f
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I myself have seen the supply
-i l lbalc French regiment that
ady seriously short being
Mlﬂnplurmmlhlnndlyhyl
Viet Mink frogman
bridge. That same night, while Ihl
bridge was being broken, a couple
of Viet Mioh companies attacked
the militia of a village that had
not submitted to them. And if
discovered in

post nearest to the bridge.
By night operations and in other

deed the regular units of un Het
Nam army 100, are creatures
towns and the strong pnlnu
ENEMY'S ADVANTAGES

The Viet Mh forces, although
regularly organized and regularly
a

rice paddies and the villages, It
is remarkable, in these discourag-
ing circumstances, that the outs
fits here retain such a superd
spirit

On the contrary, wherever there
has been the combination of a good
Jocal governor and strong French
and Viet Nam units to protect the
local people, it has proved pos-
sible to clean the area up, step
by small, difficult mp, rﬂhu by
village. The able

pr
1o protect the villages from the
Viet Minh are all too often insuf-

ficient.
The plain truth is that the

ways baving to be
the other.
ue.--nle the Viet lnnn

all of Asia by losing the war bere,
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Justice Vinson Blocked Firing Of White

report referred to White only in minor de-
tail and dealt 'r wuch more
Alger Hiss and sther alleged members of
the spy ring

Later the FBi submitied a second re
port. but this was at about the time White

cruifs that maintain the army's bearted effort the free world is
strength. And it otherwise bends making hers. Gen. Navarre's and
the suffering peasants to its will. Gen. Cogny's men have plenty of
The authority of this Viet Minh courage and resourcefulness; but
administration of the delta is in courage and resourcefulness will
turn sustained by regular units of not do the job forever, when there
the Viet Minh army, regularly are not nmearly enough men and
armed with light weapons, mortars  those men do not bave nearly
and machine guns, which are sta. enough backing.
Hiss, so that in the end poenas” continued Walter, “was when my
from the secretary told me of a rumor that General
m\.umnaun.» Vaughan bad one. Democratic

John Foster Dulles, now secretary of statc.  courteous manner. The way in which the

Close iriends of Chief J m\'m;:a hw;ﬂudhﬁc:nhmtﬂ

verify the above details and point out that. ucuses mem,

in effect. the late chiel justice is the key bers and the Revublican National Com

to the present conmtroversy, 4 mittee, is destroying the nompartisan ab

dent Truman relied on Vinson. In fact, ™ that has always existed hereto
Presi and President fore on this ee.

aumirers and friends. It s believed Fisen ne o
mm.ﬁalq:_mm,‘u‘uuhj holding 3 meeting and getting a majoriy
realized that his old friend Fred Vinson Pproval of n-&-';ﬂll‘:
g nuea.v;u.humu:eu'a.uud
Committes ° . Slleged Red connections of Protestant min-
- linois _ Velde heatedly shot back that his
NG Velde of Tl bt
+ felt as if he hac been put through a ‘hority dated back to 1848, when Harry
wringer and buzz saw  Dexter White and Communist Elis-
before meeting of the Sbeth Bentley before the com-
Un-American Activities Commitiee endeq ~ittee. He did not need a reaffirmation
the other day. The meeting was so secrct  Of Such authority. he insisted, to under
that Velde even barred an official re hh-amd-_mm
preding of e wbceeding by 4 hort e rebutiad Witiie
Lo B WERP e ipvetigation of 1048 i 8 closed mat
-1‘."...“'".“
Yids oxben 1o Ievevons 10 yith conclosions. issued at thai time.”
il
e
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