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ON KEEPING FAITH WITH THE PEOPLE

INCE the County Commissioners are
charged with the financlal responsibility
schoolbuildings,

for new and since they are
subject to reelection each two years, we
ahall not quarrel with their decision to pay
for the new $7,500,000 building program out
of taxes in seven years, instead of borrow-
ing money over a longer period of time.

1 to take

ing. and the preservation of

rate at which Mecklenburg b-a hat
sold in the past, were so important that they
agreed 1o forego the less painful method of
longterm financing.

levy taxes for new cchool buildings without

improvements is a sound and pol-
A within
is not

of
the facilities. A quick seven-year tax

the county’s ability 1o bear the total load
has increased.

But. as we said at the outset, it's a decision
that the have to make for

Nonetheless, we have two
decision.

themselves, and it has the backing of the
Local Government Commission. So we won't
argue the it further, except to emphasize
that it is always wise public policy to tell
the people precisely wkat you propose to do
with their money before asking them for it.

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX FULL OF DEFECTS

T'S WRONG with the present sys-
tem of taxing personal property in
lﬂhm
1. There is no way to nab the renter, un-
less he owns an sutomobile.
2 w-ummdum auto-
mobiles, the taxpayer is permitted to set his

lously ln- unless he is unusually patriotic
and honest.

3. The listing process itself is an incon-
venience to taxpayers, and imposes a great
burden of extra work on the office of the
Tax Supervisor.

4.3t doesnt produce mearly as much
money as it should

How can the collection of personal prop-
erty taxes be improved®

Tax Supervisor Rufus Grier has proposed
the adoption here of the Guilford and For-
syth systems. In those two counties, the value
of a home owner's personal property is fixed
at 15 per cent of the assessed value of his
residence. 1f he thinks that is too high, a
tax lister will inspect his property and revise
the figure downward if he finds the com-
plaint justifiable. y

Mr. Grier's suggestion has been referred
to » special fivemember Commission for
further study. Undoubtedly it would be s
substantial improvement, though the precise

ge figure may be open to debate.

But is it the best answer? We think not.
Mr. Grier's proposal, as we understand it
will not remedy one of the basic defects of
the present system, i. e, the impossibility
of catching renters. The only practicable way
1o catch renters under his plan, would be to
assess the personal property percentage levy
ainst the owner of rented property. He,
in turn, would have to collect out of the
renter through higher rents. That is done in
New Jersey, but there is some question
would be legal in North

Carolina
Why not simply abolish the personal

property tax, except on automobiles, and
2dd enough to residential listings to make
up the lost revenue’ That would auto-
matically get everybody. It would“save the
waste of time and money in keeping a dou-
ble set of books at the Courthouse. And it
would free the taxpayer of the annoying
inconvenience of listing his personal belong-

And while the committee is at work, it
might profitably consider abolishing poll
taxes and dog taxes. The former is not only
undemocratic in this day of feminine
equality, it is also non-productive of reve-
nue, and doubtless costs the County as
much in extra collection and bookkeeping
expenses as it brings in. The latter could be
handied more cheaply and more efficiently
by placing it under a rabies inspector and
combining it with the inoculation process.

RESTATEMENT

HAVE already spoken our piece on

one bill before the General Assembly,
and will simply restate our position briefly
today.

The State Merchants Association has
asked for an amendment to the Constitu-
tion permitting creditors to attach up to
10 per cent of the wages of debtors. A
hearing on the proposal has been set for
Feb. 11

The measure should be killed for two
reasons:

1. The people of North Carolina will never
approve a constitutional amendment permit-
ting any private creditor to garnishee their
w

ages.

2. Nor should they do so. The extension
of credit is the credilor's decision, and the
responsibility for collecting is his also.
There is recourse through the civil courts
for any creditor who cannot collect for
merchandise he has sold. He needs no gar-
nishee law, and deserves none.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES—RESERVOIRS OF WISDOM

R THOSE of us who have competed
against him through the years, it came
23 no surprise that Spencer Murphy of the
Salisbury Post won the annual editorial
writing contest again. Such eloquence mer-
Hts reward, whether it is found on the edi-

torial page or in the verbal plea Murphy:

made to the joint appropriations committee
on behalf of the N. C. Library Commission,
the text of which will be found elsewhere on
this page.

But the eloquence of his presentation does
not interest us so much today as do the hard
facts. North Carolina, far from matching

achieved

From The St. Louls Post-Dispetch

access to public-libraries.

Yet if our vast expenditures on public
education and institutions of higher learning
are to continue to pay dividends of enlight-
ened progress in the future, it is not only
desirable but essential to cement the key-
stone to our arch of learning. The public
library, as Murphy says. is “the university
of the adult years; it is the post.graduate
school for the scholar just as it is the reser-
voir of wisdom and inspiration for knowl-
edge-hungry youth”

The Library Commission's request is a
modest one—an increase in state funds from
the $414,000 by the Advisory
Budget Commission to $620,000 each year of
the mext bienmium. A General Assembly
alert to the needs of North Carolina will not
spurn this request.

STYLISH TO THE END

UR HEART goes out to John M. Reeves,
president of Reeves Bros. Inc, manu-
facturers of textiles. Mr. Reeves Is worried.
He is worried about the new “miracle” fab-
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is a miracle answer. Let them who will wear
suits without a _builtin wearout factor
Allow those who sneer at conformity to let
their costume fall into the mire of abnormal
replacement. We expect to be seen on the
avenus with our trouser cuffs frayed as
always, our fashionablycut pockets bulging
with bills for mormal replacement—stylish
o the end.

When Senator Morse collapsed after talk-
hllnhnmn Defense Secre-
physicians said the
Sﬁlh{mlﬁlﬂ‘h‘ from a horse's kick.
o:-nmu.\mm

TWhat's a few hundred thousand dollary
loss to Defense Secretary Milson® After he
leaves the Pentagon he can sell his meMoirs
for that much or more.

Publishers of lurid sex boob defending

“their output at a House inquiry, claim their

~Fort Myers (Fla.) NewsPress.
1
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ickety-¢
to the mystic mode of today
both the type and the pim in
your daily paper may be
duced electronically at the Imth
of fingers hundreds of miles away.
But in all the wondrous happen.
ings Jo the arts and sciences of of
human communications I find noth-
ing to displace the book as the sine
qua non in circulating and preserv-
ing buman_intelligence and spiri-
tual
The book, the hmhlll! and the
librarian _constitute trilogy
which, more than nymml else,
distinguishes  civilized ~mankind
from animal

llhlbpfmthhpoin\mll
welcome the generasity of
tention today.

Though 1 am preoccupied with
the symbol of the book as the
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hat vital personnel that
your Library Commigsion ! u.-
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year for the bmu-uum It rould Bot

invest 2 much greater sum thrift

lly during the period: investment
Jess would be to continue the

long crippled status of public k-

pern-nl.-loulduumur
annum for the impending cycle.
recognition that

increases their

population than any other state in
the union, pleased that extent of
our natural resources is such that
motion and mld\lum
seems to have been chosen wisely
as the paramount objective of the

inistration. determined
upon expansion of o e physical
- properties of our great school sys-

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer’s mame and address must be given, but may be withheld
l_umlmhhmdhmfh\mr&nnmﬂnluu*m

Pan Am Vs. Pearson

Editors, Tux Nrws:
ANK you for publishing our
10 DR' Pearson’s unfounded
effect that we had
trom Europe for the Christmas
We do not ordmrlly complain
what they carry in their

that pohq we hnvc generally rdnlud trot
Mr. Pearson's

the initiative in form:

mmmmcnmmmm

Dlndur-lﬂlklchﬁ-
World Airways

Pan American

Dfsliked Inaugural Splurge

Editors, Tur News:

YOU
anyway. 1 would like to

things sbout the Democratic Party
ings about the Nemoeratic Party that ¢ ceriain {3 CETSL (chils M 3 B e rovicn

12 1t o mere <heicer Th

Eren the Apostles wm not permitted to choose

big know-it-all has forgot. 1 don

but he wrote a very stupid letter about Gov-

ernor Umstead and Governor Scott. He had better

thank God that we have had good men for gc\rr-
e

nors, who use the State's money

instead of spending it on balls and m.ln(\ln ions.
that “good” old “Ike”. Who
does he think he is to spend a million dollars to

Yes, | am speaking of

glorify himself, while the boys in
ing, many

that 1 knew during the term

Tke resembles Hoover a lot, especially in that hom-

burg_bat.

Well, sir, I hope that if Gov.
satisfy you. that mlmnywbe
governor. But if you ge!

will that I'm still lll\'e Tl say

North Carolina. 1 l.hlll llnl to k!cp living.

Too Many Multimillionaires
CAMPOBELLO, . C.

Editors, Tux Nrws:
HAT is the difference now in our

differen

lnd mpublkln platforms? l‘an you tell any

to
tructed the return of Gll
holida:

to editors
columns. In line with

pwbahly \mu‘l read this letter, but I shall

a candidate for
elected, and if it be God's

the two parties really stand for. W. J. Bryan gave
that in his speech at Kings Mountain long, long

NEW YORK

us
ago. He said the Republicans believed in begin-

ning at the top and coming down. and the Dem-

company's rtvl!

ys.

That,
m ask-  making
munw ms with mult
in this
tations was,
we felt

Editors, Tuz Nrws:

LBEMARLE

point out a few

t'a certaip for Christ bec

places of serv

for our Thank
evangelists and

fruitf,
Korel are

them going hungry
A tor o0 That 30 years admisinration, nlL
vou haven't starved to death, have you? I haven't,

Editors, Tur Ni

I

people.
gooddy to old

. LOWDER.

Democratie

the people?

1 kno- quite well the difference between what

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Glory. | am sure they will
ul ministry.

veehbdwolnnonrﬂl
was im

to know what
mecer. Whik e 3 sood 196
ar docs it g0 1o the city, or was the money used
to pay the people who put up the stands for

ocrats believed in beginning at the bottom and
going up. That's it, in a nutshell.
For the “past 20 years,
e had a chance to make something. and the
nch and I!“-lbdo have had to help out.
1 think, is where
a serious blunder in filling his Cabinet
timillionaires.

the common_people

Mr, Eisenhower 1s

—KIMSEY 0. HUSKEY.

A Defense Of Evangelists

TAKE no issue i’hh John S. Hawley, but he
objection

he has a fundament to an

"zﬂ":‘mmu". udsuu.evlnlelimnfmy e Hawiey oul:
ppose we analyze that. If Mr. Hawley we

R a constructive Pro- read God's word, he would true and proper

A true erlnnl:l is not called into service

e as an individual desires to

ese men are God-called.

lnr(hecu(mm'm
who have long since gone o to

~—MRS. VIRDEN E. RICHEY.

Who Got The Money?

CHARLOTTE

Nrws:
WAS very proud to be in the classroom that®
had a TV set with which to see the inaugura-

lwnwhpmﬂhmmlmd
The s were crowded

seats had

burg g his i
dreunxhapnmlndbyrﬂuﬂthllnhn-

to that
chlnly.

—STANLEY BATES (Age 11)

::.n-nlhwnndnbud
Our wise expenditure of multiple

and invasion by external force
It merits substantially greater
recognition of its true proportion.

ate significance in our complete -

educational complex.

Plea’ For Better Pubhc Libraries

aid appropriations
year for the next two years.

In a state where there are more
automobiles on the highways than
there are books on public library
shelves. it is fair to judge that lic
braries, figuratively speaking. are
still in the mud.

They cannot be taken completely
out of the mud inthe nexttwo
years “under any concefvable cire
cumstance.

But they can be on their way
encouragingly and economically
with appropriation al $520,000 per
annum toward that end.

lquyoumnmptthhnn
sphere of major state obligation.

Ghost Of Wilson Controversy
To Hover Over Future Issues -

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

the matter of Charles E.

llm l confirmation to be
Secretary of Defense has been set-

tled, Republican mu.u Kknow very

well that the issues raised by the

trial life of the nation.

‘The shadow of the bigness of this
biggest business can be foreseen in
connection with some of the hottest
political questions to arise in com-
ing months. First and foremost, of
course, is the insistent cry of small
business that it is being squeezed
out of the defensecontract pic-

ture.

This was illustrated by a letter
in early January, before the Wilson
affair got into the bud!lnu The
letter was from the head of a cor-
poration employing about 300 men

and equipped to make automotive
irts.

The executive told how he and
several of his assistants had visited
the automotive tank center in De-
troit in an effort to obtain govern-
ment contracts by direct negotia-
tion with government procurement
fficers. They

competitive
:‘-:‘mpanlu jleh,
the insist on getting over-
all untndl and then subletting to
small, individual
ring to the

by
Representative Porter Hardy Jr.,
(D., Va.) into reported excessive
costs for spare parts, the execu-
tive said:
*“Competitive. bids would have
saved the government millions and
nn]lmm of dollars. But as we found
1s simply not possible
lnrllwﬂr-hpllcelm

peuuu
executive's chief complaint
was directed ot General 3 umn for
denying small, indi
access 10 blueprints i el
able them to make spare parts for
new-type trucks. These hlwwlnu.
according to the writer, were

presumably MM be available to
all mmﬂlﬂm large and mull.

‘When
pany was ]"n.rdd emttlﬂ.l \o
make a new 2'-ton truck, General

the only blueprints we can get are
those of the old truck fleet and not
the new.”

The executive, it is hardly neces-
sary to say, is a Republican. His
resentment can be multiplied
many, many times over, adding up
to a ¢l on the political horizon
that cannot bq ignored.

In another connection, too. this
resentment arises. General Motors
is controlled by the DuPont Com
pany. The Truman Administraf

‘ﬁl«l a criminal anti-trust nlil

gainst this company. Shortly be-
[m Attorney General James Mc.
Granery left office, this was
changed to a civil suit.

Yet at the same time the govern-
ment ispressing criminal anti trust
action against much smaller firms.
Certain dairies, along with the
milk wagon drivers' union in Min-
neapolis, are being criminally pro-
secuted, for example. Their indig-
nation was boundiess when they
learned that the DuPont suit llﬂ
been reduced to a civil action,
the new Attorney General, Hcrben
Brownell, were to drop the DuPont
suit entirely, as some have pre-
dicted he will, then the question of
bigness and monopoly would be
raised in an acute form.

EXCESS PROFITS TAX
On June 30 the excess-profits tax
ires. Republicans in Congress
are determined to let it die. The
Democrats, or some of them at any
rate, ‘will fight in keep the tax
which brings in about §2% to §3

the stage allm. with the WIU pf
corporation and

M from abandwmm(

men-w\ﬁll tax duly re-

For those who believe that busl.
ness can do no wrong this will all
come under the llbd of dema-

goguery. There are many who
share Wilson's conviction that
whatever btneml business must
also benefit the country.
lul presented as an issue be.
tween big hmmlu small busi-

Here, incidentally, is an opportuni-
ty for real tax reform. Certain pro-
visions of the present tax hw:
make it more profitable to sell out
lhlll}ﬂ continue in business in com-

the nu-pick:u of favoritism, with its
strong political overtones.

Ike To Ask For Stand-By Control Powers

WASHINGTON  alao don't see why Ike advisers did 128 was charged by Hughes with inflo lﬂcarw(ullmd Haviland
M e i verat s nmcz Pt headacher 5 o Dot ‘and Ketier = o ¢ v o 1 b iy
ident af
lnelmuu-n-hethnu:l Talbott is an engaging mtm When Talbott was asked about this by mnmuu“‘ﬁ!’ﬁ"’h
wage and rent control er who bankrolled part of nuq Senator Russell of Georgia recently, the Fhum“u"*-m itted that the
uwnllhnerxpm.mmlknuykru campaign in 1948 and was all set to be Air Force Secretary said that 1o ) or ity, said this was the
30, but there’s been a “Dewey's- ambassador to London. In_fact, bad no stock in Talbotts company. Lol Of Boor desien by the Signal Corps.
n(llrl‘;d\m\omnhlumtnhb Mrs. Talbott had ber court of St. James However, Charles Evans Hughes reported yiocp ut the pilot between the engine and
mediatel costumes selected. otherwise.
Most eager advocates of taking the lid off Talbott is also the kind of man everyone “At the time of our entry into the war However, the Hughes report indicates
now are Secretary Commerce Sinclair likes to have around at a —except  Mr. Deeds had large business interests some failures on the part of the Talbotts
Weeks. the Boston banker. possibly the Air Force. And Air Force, at Dayton. His intimate business associates and Kettering. Hughes states:
of Agriculiure Benson, the Utah coop now girding for a battle with the Navy were Charles F. Kettering and H. E. Tal “The evidence with
executive. However, the President himself for appropriations, wants someone who car-  bott,” Hughes stated. ward A. Deeds should be e
has reluctant. ries weight on Capitol Hill. Hughes_then listed the stock owner- Snnmuw.rmm":‘ﬁ.w“‘
Tke has to Bernard Baruch _ Talbott unfortunately has a strike against of the Dayton Metal Products Co. Deeds may be tried by that Col.
In New York, who urges that some kind of him — a report by Charles Evans Hughes noted that Deeds held 500 shares. RS  uricies 03 and 96 0f the Ariiie bt aoet
stand-by controls be kept in case of emer- and a Congressional investigation of air- garding the company—Daytot- for his conduct (1) in Articles of War
gency. Baruch, an adviser through two plane failures during World War I Hughes  Wright Airplane—H: noted that “while w.,u‘mwuuwmm
wars. has cautioned Eisenhower on the who resigned from the Supreme COUrt Deeds was one of the incorporators, Be  E. Talbatt, of the mariness dssociate, H.
danger of inflation, also the difficulty of to run for President against Woodrow Wil-  did not become a stockbolder.” 3 o,‘uhwmw right Airplane
getting Congress to act in a burry. * som, was later by Wilson to in-" “In the of 1917" Hughes fur Tylbott in an im; formation to Mr.
Judging from the way Tke's mind is run- '-uwu. and wrote a Te  ther reported. Deeds and Talbott muun.um},'&’"""""
ning and the views expressed at the first port critical of Talbott companies—  (father of the Secretary for AIT)  tween that company and the business be-
ln«!umu:nrﬂktmh Dayton Metal Products and Dayton-Wright were on the subcommittee On  Signal Corps of whi m""‘hd‘k
will move o end wage and price controls  Airplane Co. fuses and detonators of the Munitions (he hepd~ which Deeds was
within 30 days—but ask Congréss for 2 Standards Board. In 1916 the company had L
standby power in case of eme Stock O ;mhﬁ'ﬁhir.ﬁm(wlm.l';d Qmﬂuwr&:umsm
NIFICAN' same Jue received other contracts from Tecent it hi company
New Air Chief e wmm‘m mwnd-m-mdmm '&‘Wlnﬂmwuh
)EMOCRATIC Semators area't quite sure  Charles E. Wilsen srose in this case. Alio 2 1917, At of this company, 1'% Severnment 4nd won. He said be did
how to react to Harold E. Talbott as  a former 109 official of General Motors, ~Deeds had a salary of 25,000 2 year Tecommentey . cad happened regarding the
Secretary of the Air Force They think Charles . Ketterine, was involved. Ket oo plococ : Some Senstors foa) Tt b Deeds.
he's the weakest member of the defense tering, together with Talbott and his fa- ulty bott was quite young st the o it 1ok
et Eisenhower has sent to the Hill, ther organized the Dayton-Metal Products LA'l'l,ld- entered the Signal in charge of one of the time, th eman
but some think it might be smart politics Co. and later, one of their associates, Col. the Talbott-Kettering combine branches of the armed sorie oPoriant
10 let his weak points sbow up later. They Edward A. Deeds, entered the Signal Corps, from the Sig  have a record Like Catsars pire “2OU




