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Two Army Vets
Arrested As
Spies For Reds

Russian Linked To
Plot, Recall Demanded.

WASHINGTON @ —Two former
U. S. Army men were accused of
spying for Russia today in a plot
linked to the Soviet Embassy here.

Atty.-Gen. McGranery ahnounced|
that the two were arrested in

ienna, Austria, yesterday. They
were named in a secret indictment
returned by a federal grand jury
on Tuesday.

Simultaneously with McGranery's|
announcement, the State Depart-
ment announced it had demanded
that Russia recall Yuri V. Novi
kov, second secretary of the Soviet
Embassy, because he has “en-
gaged in activities incompatible
with his status as an accerdited
diplomatic official "
NATURALIZED CITIZE\S

McGranery said the former Ar.!
my men are Otto Verber and Kurt
L. Ponger, both of New York City
They are brothers-in-law, and na
turalized Americans.

McGranery said the indictment
names Novikov as a co-conspirator,
but not as a defendant. Nowikov is.
alleged 1o have been the contact
for the former army men.

Verger and Ponger were rushed
aboard an American plane and|
started across the Atlantic.

are scheduled to arrive at
National Airport here late this aft

ernoon.
BORN IN VIENNA

Both of the defendants were born
in Vienna and were naturalized in|
this country early in 1943,

Verber, 31, served as a second
lieutenant in the U. S. Army during| 0
World War II, end was a member
of a military intelligence team in
Europe. 10:

After the war. he was emploved|
an interrogator for the War|
Commission in Nurenberg,|

s

Germany. [

Recently, e has been living in
the American Zone of Vienna, en.
rolled under the GI Bill of Rights
at_the University of Vienna

Ponger, 39, first entered the

¢ See RED on page TA

OUR WEATHER

Mostly cloudy today and to-
tomorrow

morrow. Cloudy and
showers tonight nﬂ h-mI
Colder tomorrow i

Hitk u-pmun y«mny
60 degrees.

High {emperature expected
today 64 degrees.
w {emperature yesterday
42 degrees.
Low temperature expected to-
night 50 degrees.
Sunrise 7:32 A, M. samset
SMP M

Shriners Vote To
Build New Temple

Members of Oasis of

Temple
the Mystic Shrine in annual busi-
ness meeting here today elected

Dr. Claude B. Squires of Char-
lotte as potentate and authorized
the trustees to construct here a
home for the temple's membership
o cost not more than $200.000.

The Shriners pdopted a resolu-
tion authorizing the construction
and included a provision that the
trustees have full power to make
decisions as to whether or not
the building will be erected and
as to all details of its architecture.
LIMITATION

Another limitation in this res-

lmmn was that nothing should

be inclyded.in this proposed home
for the Shriners that will inter
fere with the operations of the
Red Fez Club here.

g, construction proposal was
presented by A. G. Myers of Gas-
tonia for the trustees and Ralph
Robinson of Charlotte, and was.
supported in the ensuing discus-
sions by a number of the tem-
ple's leaders.

The site of the proposed impres-
sive structure is that large lot.
facing on S. Tryon St, adjacent
to the Masonic Temple. The rear
of this property will be leased in
the future, as at present, for op-

‘Happy Birthday’ Sung
For Ex-Potentate Myers

Birthday To You" re-
in the assembly room at

"lhpp\

unded
‘(he \h:nmc Temple today when

several hundred members of
is Temple of the Mystic Shrine

paid tribute to A. G. Myers of

Gastonia, oldest living past poten-

tate of Oasis.

Mr. Myers has been a distin-

| December, 1623, He it the senior

member of this temple's board of
trustees.

Retiring Potentate M. Everett
Pierson of Charlotte, in the Shrin-
ers' business session, commended
Past Potentate Myers as the “dis-.
tinguished {inancial leader of our
temple through many years.”

Past Potentate John D. Shaw of

formal motion 1t
wish Past Potentate Myers
most happy birthday toda

occasion of his 71st anniversary.”

BOMBER CRASHES

Malta early today,
cising with British warships. Uni

More Weather Data on Page 7:A

of the fleet failed to sight any|
survivors.

eration of a commercial ‘parking
lot.

Mr. Myers, in his presentation
of the construction proposal, paint-
ed out that Oasis Temple has im-
mediately available approximately
$200,000 for this construction. The
Shriners in the adopted resolution
limited construction costs to an
amount which can be paid without
incurring debt. Further, this struc
ture will mot include an audito
rium.

Principal facilities in the pro-
posed structure will be a “home"
for, members of the temple located
here ‘and elsewhere over Western
North Carolina; facilities for the
various uniformed units of the
temple; storage space for equip-
ment. and offices for the admin
istrative staff of the temple.

The Oasis Temple real estate is
valued at around $400,

M. Everett Pierson of Charlotte,
potentate during the past year, pre-
sided at the Shriners' business sgs-
sion in the Masonic Temple Tilis

49 INJURED IN RAIL ACCIDENT

Spectacular Wreck
In Nation’s Capital

WASHINGTON—(AP)—A runaway

passenger train,

its horn screeching a warning, crashed through a barrier

into Union Statign today.

At least 49 emergency patients were rushed to hospital
but almost miraculously no one \\n~ m-ur(nd killed.

Burning Bulldmg
Explodes In
Washingfon

WASHINGTON — o™
burning building in Northeast
ashington suddenly

th a great roar today,

knock-

nearby. There were reports of
ope killed and at least twelve
injured
The blast blew all the way
across the
who were fighting the blaze.
Glass fragments were blown
across the street and a big
plate glass window in a meigh-
boring shop was shattered.
The building was a battery
and applisace stare ot 100k and
. Northeast. This is about
G Discks Thom 1 Tidee Bee
tion on the route out towards
Baltimore.
joThe explosien came at about
30 P. EST).

A uhneh and fire fighting
eq-l!-!ll rushed to the scene
second r-rrleIf! in

‘."ll.l’l Washington

Gov. Umstead's
Condifion Good

DURHAM (®—The report from
Gov. Umstead's physician today,
rontinued 1o be “The Governor's
condition is good ™

The governor is in Watts Hospital
where he was taken last Sunday
morning. His doctor described his
illness as a mild heart attack

The governor continued to trans.
act some state business. His broth
er, Rep. John W. Umstead of Or.
ange, called on him again today
with a batch of papers and other,
matters which needed the gover-
nor's attention.

Meanwhile, the hospital issued
an appeal that “no more flowers
be sent 1o Gov. Umstead at this
time due to lack of space in his
room.”

meeting preceded a colorful pa-|
rade through Independence Square |
at 12:30 P. M. and the lnrmal cere. J
monial in the afternpon at
nicipal armory- se/nerlaly

In addition to Dr. Squires as po-|

See SHRINERS on page

Ferry Collides
- With Freighfer

NEW YORK #—A Staten Island
ferry with 1,900 passengers crashed
into a {reighter near the Statue of
Liberty today in one of two col-
lisions in fog.shrouded New York
Harbor

Eleven persons were injured and

undreds shaken up aboard the city
owned ferry, the Gold Star Mother.

servers, but the ferry disentangled
ber stove-in bow from the United
States Lines' 8.200ton {reighter.
American Veteran, and reached
ber Manhattan berth,
In the other accident,
New York Harbor, on
United States Line freighter. Amer-
lun Leader. and the 6.131-ton Wa-
‘man Steamship Lines freighter
(mch- w. collided in the mur'm
weather. The American Leader|
apparently was badly damaged.
None of the vessels sank

of the lower harbor.

EVENING PRAYER

Dear God, who hast made us
for Thyself and for one another,
bless all whom 1 shall meet each
day. Let me be concerped 1o give
each one something of kindness,

—that 1 may be true to my best
self a5 one who is made in Thy

image and called to be Thy son.
In Jesus' mame. Amen.

. McCarthy, assistant
prt-ydcn! of the Pennsylvania
Railroad, said the station master,
hued Aix persons ax seriously |
ight have been

nenmsn hu

The train,

“the Pennsylvania’s

| Federal Express from Boston, de-

molished the station master’s office

d smashed a newsstand in. the
center of the concourse, an area
separating the tracks from the

_ A |main waiting room.

The electric locomotive and one

exploded |C3T then plunged through the rein-
| fore

ed concrete floor into a bag

ing down people in the streets x‘“»' B Ly Yement.

0 EXPLAN.
Thrrr was no immediate expla-
nation as 1o why the brakes ap
parently failed as the train ap-

atiost Tive Tesien nmalhml the station through the

ards

I‘num"rn estimated its speed
| variously_as between 30 and 50
[miles an hour.

Only the long. continugus warn-
ing blast of the horn and the plunge

|through the concourse floor saved

of cheer, of helpfulness and love|Pa!

a heavy human toll

Had the floor not given way, the
train would have plowed on into
the main passenger waiting room.
TRAIN LATE

The accident occurred at about
8:45 A. M. (EST) The train was
due at 8:20 o'clock.

M L. Miller of Washington,

passenger, said the train must
hl\e been' traveling &lose fo 50
miles an hour going through the
rd and “everybody thought we,
were going to derail.”

“When, wham! We knew some-
thing was going to happen. n-x
train had to nnp somexwhere."

0 . the accident area

curious out of the way of rescue
workers.

Mrs. E. H. Powers, 8 retired
nurse of Alexandria, Va. who
was coming into Union Station at
the time the erash occurred went
aboard a car in which there were
believed to have been most of
the injuries.

“1 saw at least three wh ap-|

peared 1o be pretty badly in
jured,” she said..*There was a
man who had back injuries and
perhaps a broken leg. another
man who looked like he had a
broken back and s woman who
seemed to have a broken leg. 1
think that several people ran from
the train in a dazed condition.”
She said when she entered the
station many persons who heard
the crash ran toward the scene
and she shouted to them to run
|the other way. She said she was

| successful in turning sany of them

A physician in the station clinic
said between 20 30 injured
bad been processed- through the
clinic in less than an hour.

He said most of these appeared
to be only shaken up and bruised,
however
CREW NOT HURT

The doctor said he saw the en-
gine crew leave the Jocomotive un-
assisted, and that he understood
persons  working in the station
master’s office — which was vir
tually demolished — saw the train

Passengers rushed for life pre.|coming and escaped unhurt

The clinic doctor said, how-
ever, that a baggage room was lo-
cated directly under the concourse
floor. where the locomotive crashed

See TRAIN on page 1A

Thought Of A-Bomb Flashed Through
' Mind Of Charlotte Witness To Wreck

WASHINGTON —n— “H- that

Meanwhile, the Coast Guard said |train had come 20 feet nearer I'd nn
the 10,000-ton tanker Esso Wilming-(have been riding on
ton ran aground in the- dense fog [catcher.”

the cow-

That was the first reaction of
J. A. Stenhouse, 4l.year-old Cha
lotte, N. C., Archilact, aad seése.
tary ‘of the J. N. Pease Co., who
witnessed a runaway Pennsylvania
Railroad passenger train crash

through a barrier into the con-
course of Union Station today.
Stenhouse, -who

had arrived at

et his luggage from a locker.
“I was standing right in the
th of the train when it busted
the stationmaster’s office.
Everyone jumped up and started
to scream.
“There. was a_tremendous roar

Then I Had a flash thought thatltect,

ONLY A PART OF THE PICTURE

Loy
seven years. You d-'l m the other Dllh-ﬂw
aged children, ber fellow-patients in a local ortho-

To Replace Commissioner

RALEIGH (r—Legislation to re-
vamp the State Paroles Commis-
sion in line with a recommenda-|
tion by Gov. Umstead was tossed
into the House hopper today

The bill was introduced by Rep
W. B. Rodman of Beaufort and
several other House members. It
would replace the present single
paroles commissioner with a three

member “Board of Paroles”
Gov. Umstead said in his inaug
ural address that the number of

prisoners “has grown to the point
where it is impossible for one com-
missioner o conduct adequately

the affairs of the parole office.”

The governor also suggested that
the Legislature re-write the pa-
roles statute making “such changes

Nazis In Ger

By GEORGE BOULTWOOD
BONN,
prise midnight swoop, Belish po-
lice last night arrested six former|
Nazis and accused them of plotting
to regain power in Western Ger.
many

British public safety officers
assisted by armed military police,
hauled the men out of their bomes|
in the Hamburg and Duesseldorf
areas, in the British occupation,
zone, and carted them off o a
undisclosed jail

A British Foreign Office an
nouncement, issued in London, said
the plotters promoted. anti-Western
views and propaganda which
threatened the West German fed-
eral government as well as Allied
policies. The statement added that
investigation would continue of the

group's activities and “‘contacts

British Nab 6 Former

Germany (—In a surrepul

n|posts

man Raid

within and without the federal
bic."
SECURITY THREAT

Britain's high commissioner in
Germany. Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick,
nrdfrrd the arrests under a law

mpowering occupation authorities.
lo act against thre. to the secur-
ity of the Allies.

Among the men seized were two
who had been named in Hitler's
will 1o succeed to high political
in what the suicide-bent
Fuchrer envisioned as a continuing
Third_Reich.

A British spokesman said the
men had not yet been charged
but they were being held while
their anti-Western activities were
investigated further.

Late last night, Sir Ivone had a
secret meeting with Chancellor

See BRITISH on page 7-A

maybe this was an atomic bomb

ten feeSand then stopped.
1 dxdnl know what else to do. A
sudden cloud of steam went up
and 1 thought the locomotive had
nploded after busting through the
concourse floor into the basement.
“Two men who looked like rail-
road employees came up beside
me and we lookéd down into the
hole which was about 100 feet
wide and 100 feet long.
.|BROKE STEAM LINE~

Cars. Steam was roaring oul of 2/ PAC

broken line somewhere.

man slid down into the hole lnd

started kicking glass out of a car

window, He._helped 2 woman in 2
ay coat out of the car.”
Stenhouse said that as an archi-

one of his first fears was

that the vaulted ceiling in the con-
course would collapse.

One supporting column had been |,
knocked down by the train when it
smashed through the barrier, Ad-
joining columns on either side, he
said, -bent. He estimated the col-
umns as bout 120 feet apart.

was waiting for the ceiling to
fall,” he said, “when I saw those
bent columns. 1 figured it might
happen at any moment"

Stenhouse said he saw firemen
drag two women from a car that
was ;r\ly in the hole.

WHITE
“I never,” he said, “saw two
women more scared. Their faces
were dead white and they shook
lnd mwnd like leaves in a wind.
y contrast, I saw 8 man stand-.

See CHARLOTTE on page 7-A

bornness in others.

State Board Of Paroles Urged

as it deems mecessary for its im.
provement.”
OTHER BACKING

Enlarging of the Paroles Com-
mission also was recommended by
the Paroles Advisory Commission
several weeks ago after it had com-
pleted a study of paroles system
in several states.

Under Rodman's bill members of
the Paroles Board would be ap-

pointed by the governor, serve at
his pleasure, and their salaries
would be fixed by the govermor
with the approval of the Advisdry
Budget Commission. In addition to
the board members, the bill pfp-
vides for an executive secretary-to
be appointed by the board at 3
y fixed by the governor.

The bill would strictly f
members or employes of the Pj-
roles Board from engaging in o
litieal activity,

It would forbid them from u!bl
their position “to influence elee-
tions or the political action of any
person, serve as a member of the
campaign committce of any politi-
cal party, interfere with or partiel-

pate in Ihchpr!mrluon for any
clecum or the conduct thereof gt
the polling places, or be in amy
manner concerned in the demnh'
Ing. soliciting or receiving of wmy
assessments, subscriptions or ¢om-
tributions, whether voluntary:ior
involuntary, to any political party.”
NO REPORTING

The bill also would prohibit the
Paroles Board from terminating a
parole until a year after the prisgn-
er is released from parole, but it
would permit the bonrd to relieve
the parolee from mal reports
allow him to leave !he state ‘or
county.

The bill also-provides that pris-
oners released on paroles areto
receive “suitable clothing,” men-

sala

House Splllrr E. T. Bost .,
said he had hoped ‘to anpoumce
committee assignments of “Hdse
members tomorrow, but thatiit
may be Monday before he Bas
them reaay. ?
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