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The Platform

Such information as is avallable about the Republican
platform suggesis no great deviation from American
foreign policy as it has developed during the past five
yenrs of cold war,

In one vespect, any promise of greater aid fo the un-
dergrounds of (he nations which Russia has grabbed, the
implication that Ameri policy includes their eventual
liberation, would go n step beyand uny position taken for-
mally by the Truman administration.

1f the plank as now outlined ks finally adopted. it will
endorse collective security through the United Nations, It
will promise continued aid for free nations and support of
the various agreements for miutual security made by the
Truman admisistration, 1t will promise continued sup-
port of the movement for European unification.

80, as far the positive promises, the platform encour-
ages Europe and American internationalists o believe
that the Republicans nre no threat to the continuity of for-

* eign palicy,
Critl therefore, conters about the mistakes or
alleged mistakes of the Demoerals in the past, Things
like Yalin, the withdrawal and return to Korea, loss of

prestige in Asia and the like,

The emphasis on efforts 1o obtain the liberation of
matellite peoples in Europe and Asia is an effort lo show
that there is room for Inilative, which the Republicans
aceuse the sdminjstration of having lost 10 Russia,

This matter af inltiative, in a conflict which exists only
because of the aggressive alms of ene side, has always
been & nebulous one, Were the Marshall plan, the Truman
Doctrine and European unification pieces of initiative, or
merely reactions? They bave many of the qualities of
both.

Stassen, Dulles and others who have harped on the
need for greater initiative have never been very clear
about how It was 1o be taken, We have been told fraquent-
Iy what we should do, but seldom how to do it

Stassen, Dulles and others who have harped on the
peed for greater Initiatlve have never been very clear
about how it was 10 be taken, We have been told frequent.
Iy what we should do, but seldom how 1o do it.

This Dulles idea for intensified help for the satellite
peaples, for inslanee, is one which would have to be
handled very carefully and ils vavious steps timed very
well. The underground leaders themselves have glven no
signal that (he situation is ripe. Long-term encourage-
ment undoubledly is possible. Premature activity might
be disastrous.

All this platform talk, however, has little effect on
International thinking either in Europe or America,

Where will eollective securlty be emphasized, In
Furope or Asia, or both, and how strong will the em-
phasis be® How much eeonomic and military aid will
be continued? What will be the prejudicos of the men
who deelde what is meant by a strong Alr Foree within
® balanced military program? These questions will be
answered through the nominations of bath parties and the
ultimate election, not by platforms,

The Oftice Cat

The attorneys for the prosecution and the defense
had been allowed fifteen minutes cach to argue the case,
The attorney for the defonse had commenced his argu-
ment with an allusion to the old swimming-hole of his
boytood days, He told In flowery oratory of the balmy
mir, the singing birds, the joy of youth, the delights of
the cool water —

In the midst of it he was interrupted by the drawling
volee of the judge,

“Come on oul, Chauney,” he said,
clothes on.  Your fifteen minutes are up.

Married Man—George, you should get married, It
s wonderful 1o have a home waiting for your return at
night; there is ecstasy in caring for & garden and & Jawn;
yOU can raise log from & pup; children are adorable
and not trouble at all: a wite Is an inspiration, and even
1f she does get suspicious you ean always talk her out of it.

Bachelor—{thoughtfully) T could if T could lle like you
can.

and put your

Customer—I'd like a dozen limes, ple

(Tie girl Tooked puszed, .m-ppm,a i the back, and
returned with twelve lima beans )

Customer—No, no. T want limes, They're a fruit,
Gréen lemons,

Girl Clerk=(Drawing hersell up with dignity and with
touching loyalty o the firm) Sorry, sir, we handle nothing
but ripe lemon:

Rachel-80 you were hurt in the war? Where were

wotnded?

Hackey=Lady, I was hit In the Belgian Bulge.

Rachel—Oh-h-h. How dreadful!

Doctor—You have acule appendicitis.

Girl—Listen, Doc, I eame here to be examined not
admired, L)

Ask The Times Recorder
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Q Who sald “A man convinced against his will is
of the same opinion still"* H. 8

A. The idea occurs In “Hudibras” by Samuel Butler:
ﬁ that complics against his will Is of his own opinion

Q. How many persons have been fingerprinted in
the United States? A.J. B.

A. The Federal Bureau of Investigation has criminal
rards for 8230677 persons, and non-criminal cards for
50,444,807, In all, the FBI has spproximately 123,000,000
fingerprint cards on file.

Q. When ts Ramadan? 5. T.

A. The Lent of Mohammedans is the ninth month of
the calendar. It began this year at dawn on Sunday, May
25, During this great Moslem fast, pious Mohammedans
touch no food from sunrise 10 sunset,

q What Is the cost per mile for plane travel foday?

T
A. Approximiely six ecnts per mile for regular travel
tare, mmmnmwmm.

CHICAGO — That stupendous
seizure of mass imbecility by which
the presidents of the greatest free
nation on earth are folsted on the
people, the season of nominating
conventions, is now officlally open.
The siylish Lake Front section of
Chicago and certain areas of the
loop are wswarm with limp and
SOgEY  Airangers wearing  the
badges of Taft and Tke, and the
Conrad Hillon hotel, farmerly the
Stevens, perhaps the biggest room-
ery on earth, is a bedlam of highly
pirtisan but, on the whale, amiable
idiots trudiging the unylelding tiles
of the lobbics on whining dogs and
bobbing al in listiess rhythm
picket bearing slogans on the
whole banal and sweetly - mper-
sonal,

‘The meanest erack in the great

galn for Senator Talt which was
Illlymnm through the streets with
sound  trucks ying  irrelevant
music read; “Alibi Tke ot the Reds
in Berlin." This was no more than
a fair rejoinder 1o the sanctimoni-
ous adjuration of a team of unseen
pharisees in an Eisenhower sound
wagon who had dinned in the ears
of the multitude ““Thou Shalt Net
Sieal," This referred to the dispute
over the Texas delegation which
ot sides claimed on separate and
wqually valid interpretations of law

the private rules of the Texas
Republican party,

Tt came with grolesque effect,
however, from a laction led by
Thomas E. Dewey, governor of
New York, by virtue of a feat of
rascality in the last election that

was worthy of Tom Pendergast or
Harry 8. Truman or, to deny him
none of his own due, Thomas
Dewey, himself. This was an ar-
rangement by which Jor Hanley,
A sensoned and redoublable nonen-
tity, who was then lieutenant-gov-
emoar of New York, recelved a de-
luxe version of social security at
the taxpayers' expense at the crux
of n conspiracy o give Winthrop
Aldrich and the Chase National
hank contrel of the New York dele-

gation in support of Eisenhower

There has been n greal deal M
ﬂny l.nll: about Wall Street and

ts" in this con-
rlu\r but the gist of the matier
ix that ibe Eisenhower faction are
New Deal capitalists who have ad-
Justed their mooumental interests
fo the inflation wrought by rejec-
tion of the gold standard, war, bo-
reaucracy, vast public works, the
NATO projects, and more war,

It does seem strange that men
of meager expectancy and colossal
wealth should oppose the astrin-
gent economic proposals of the con-
servative unhuum

Nevertheless they ha:

s the war-jargon Illd it, ln lllﬂl
tionary practices and dread the
electon of & man who would de-
flate, To ﬂ-nl now, inflation is
normal,

econamy.  And

mlllﬂ be found in detail with
sweeping nterpretation, the

lull remain that Tke is the candi-

PREVAILED 1N'76,
WE COULD HAVE
AVOIDED THAT NASTY
REVOLUTION

Imbecilic Season Now Underwcry

By WESTRROOK PEGLER

al mockeries, Nevertheless, those
martyrs 10 a cause lost beyond the
faintest hope of victory certainly
were present in the thoughts
of some of us as their country-
men swarmed in the streets, lob-
bies and bars and the bosses mag.
nified petty squabbles over routine
political strategy into great moral
issues. More tha thou-
sand Americans had been shot,
burned, blasted and otherwise put
io death, wounded or captured In
a lottery that left millions of oth-
ers safe and indifferent back
home, and yet the convention of

one of the major parties, :he first
o the o this month, was & Mardi

., ol course,
that these things are & freak which
has evolved out of Ignorance,
enrelessness and habit. The con-
stitution directed that the stale
appoint electors 1o eleet
the presidents and in the begin-
was 8o strong that this was
by the several legislatures,
‘Through a process of degenera-
tion which will repay careful in-
quiry with startling hdnrmnllllﬂ
the election of the presidents be-
came Jong ago A travesty on the
origioal, basic sysiem and foday
i a noisy babble of a rabble who
find themselves faintly aroused
sometimes by cynical terms such
as “smokeilled room" and “big-

, i
mmain, greenhorns selected hy lknl-
m-u:rry‘ s in the case of the Ver-

and ticut  groups,
um(h got their orders at ma-
chine conventions and came here
Jabeled for Eisenhower, In Ver-
mont, Republicans of impeccable
regularity were snarted down when
they tried to speak, and in Connec-
tieut, John Lodge, a (flippant,
governor wha mwﬂ a

hriel term as n
ran the meeting with u‘h‘mu-t-

CHICAGO — Here where every-
thing's hot, there's one thing hot-
ter than the Taft-Eisenhcwer race,
It's the ml that Perle Mesta —
Madame Minister — is sitting on.

She's not here — she
could have been. She had an In-
vitation to “cover" the fwo con-

frontery,

‘These are typical evenis in our
system and noteworthy only as a
comment on the cosmic bellyache
of the same faction because a
similar process ml against lke
in Texas. The
is that the people huvu no a-nhnr-
ity over the selection of the two
or, at most, three candidates who
have any chance of election, The
delegates know little if anything
about the issues, they know the
enndidates only as creatures of
publicity, and they are traded like
brufes in the pens at the stock-
yards so that one boss may be-
come attorney general and anoth-
er may reap contracls to bulld
cannon foundrics,

It was different and the dele-
gates were held In deeper con-
tempt, il possible, in the Roose-
velt regime, but lemluy the meth-
od was no The P‘f’h
could not hm hd less authority
under Roosevelt than they have
now that he is gone. Affer 1932,
Roosevelt always chose himself,
and the function of the delegates
was merely o get drunk, whoop
in foolish servility, grovel before
his wite, Hopkins and Sid-
ey Hillman and ratify all that he

decreed.
Frances Perkins, whose dread-
ful influence contributed so much
to the degradation of American la=
bor, wrote in her memoirs that
Roosevelt phoned her in Chicago in
1840 and said: “Yes, T guess it
will have 1o be Wallace.” AM
thus the convention approved
u;-e president in wartime a -hk-
, lying conspiraior, infatuated
wllh a sinister Russian hlm who
by 1M8 was frankly and
sively the candidate of nn Com-
munist treason. The men In the
smoke-filled room of the Harding
convention had mo credentials
from the people. Roosevelt dispens-
od with the smoke-lilled room.

E

eocktail — which
aleoholie — and
that no Democrat .nld

She'll go only noﬂ-Demulle
ions,

essi
“IN just be an onlooker,"
said. She hasn't planned

James Byres, row Governor of
South Carolina, was secretary of
wtate at the time of the Pots
dam Conference (13431, which he
attended. He has reported his Im-
pression of that experience in his
ook, * ing Frankly,”

On the subject of prisoners of
war, Brynes early came up
against the proposition that our al-
lies, in violation of the Geneva
Convention, wished to bold onio
their prisanerd of war, assigned io
them by the United States, to be
used as part repara-
tiona. It was & most unusual pro-
cedure, for reparations ordinar-
ily consist of money paymenis or
mnl;ri-ll, not of human beings.
This of course, slavery.
H,vrm explains the situation,

“In the closing daye of the war
Aguinst Germany we look 50 many
rs it was difficult o care
for them behind the lines, and
guarding them required so many
troops that General Eiseshower
decided to transter many of them
10 the custody of the liberated
pations, But these prisoners sur-
rendered lo the United States
Army and we therefore retained
mpmnnuuy, The pmann-- held

i fhe Us States eavor.
o to return prmlnlly We encoun-
tered some resistance from their
employers (that ls, the European
eountries) who found the labor
profitable, but both Secretary of
War Paiterson and 1 were insis-
tent, Notwithstanding the problems.
in getting necessary transporta-
tion, the last of the German and
Tialian prisoners in this country
were returned home in the Fall of
105,

The Geneva Prisoners of War
Convention conlemplates the re-

u'u!!m of prisoners as speed-

as possible afer the end of
ughung Soviet Russia had never
signed that eonvention. France,
whlrh & signatory, held
" . approximately 600,000 of
prisoners transferred by Gene
eral l-_lmlmwvr. of which 40,000
were working in coal mines, 280
W0 were working on farms and
the balance were in miscellancous
accupations.” The French wanted
to hold them, as they “. . .were
so short of labor that they need-
ed n longer pesiod to complete the

repatriation.”

“In mid-197 we had in our zone
in Germany approximately 573,000
displaced  persons, We  suppor|
them and will not force them 1o re-
turn fo the countries of their orig~
in as long as there is reason fo be-
lieve they would be punished for
political reasans.

1 had suggested to French of-
ficlals that they offer work fo
these people, but when their rep-
resentatives went to Germany
they expressed a preference for
German workers, I believe It was
the French Communists who ob-
jeeted to bringing in the anti-Com-
munist Poles, Balts and Slavs , ."

Byrnes also said:

“We know little about the pris-
aners of war in the Soviet Union,
German or Japanese, Generalis-
simo Stalin told Mr. Hopkine in
June, 185, that they had about
two million prisoners of whom 1.-
00,000 were Germans. He said
ihey were being used In the Uk-
raine, White Russia and in the
Moscow area on reconstruction
projects, in the coal m.Lnu and in
the timber industry. The Germans,
he observed, had been so under-
fed that they were poor workers;

mmmudmmnm.M|m

agreement on the
nptmum of German prisoners
finally was obtained at the last
meeting of the Councll of Foreign
Ministers in Moscow. The agree-
ment, reached on April 23, pro-

Perle Mesta A Real Diplomat

aspires 1o nothing above the post
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Byrnes' Testimony On Prisoners

By GEORGE SOKOLSKY

vides that all German prisoners
shall be returned by December 31,
e ..

‘There is po evidence that the
figures the Russians gave were
correct or that any of the prison-
ers of war were repatriated. In
faet, there s evidence fhat they
weized part of the civiliaa popula-
tion of so-called liberated coun-
tries, particularly scientists and
skilled workers, and used them for
thelr own seientific and industrial
development.

Al the subsequent London con-
ference, Bymnes raised this ques-
tion AR He reporis:

“Ng ofie can say accurately how
many Japanese prisoners have

pres
would lead to a revival of Japs.

apparently,

been taken to the Soviet Unlon
In mid-1847, the best guess wi
that spproximately S00.00C were
still there . . «

At London, however, when Mr
Malotov said that Japantse should
be ade prisoners, he even ex-
ed the fear that our policy

nese AgEression . + .

This question now Tooms large

again at the conferences at Pan-

murjorn.  Again, the Russinms,
through the Chinese ard Korean

Communisis, went us 1o turn over

to them, our prisoners of war, as
was done In World War T1 We are,
not making that mis-
take ngain,

Move To The Left

By RAY TUCKER

CHICAGO — Top Republican
strategists here have awakened 1o
the reafization that their party
must move slightly leftward, if it
expects to survive by dislodging
the Democrats from Washington
next November.

Both the Talt and Eisenhower
factions are agreed on that geners
al principle, aithough disagreeing
on details.

President Truman, in their opin-
lon, has made such & shift neces-
sary and possible, When he dis-
covered general acceplance
of the basic reforms of Franklin
D. Roosevelt's New Deal had strip-

ped his predecessor’s program of
its political value, Truman gallop-
ed 1o & position fariher to the left
than the mque of Hyde Park had
ever envisa

The Missourian, in shorl, has
transformed the Democratic par-
ty into an erganization that ap-
peals principally to organized ln-
bor, the farmers and politically
fluentinl racial blocs in the gr l'll
metropolitan centers.

1t resembles the reorientation
which Andrew Jackson effectod
when he gained control of the par-
ty built by such Virginia aristo-
crats as Jetferson, Madison and
Monroe

1t is not without signifieance that
Truman holds Jackson in higher
esteern than any other American
pregident, and that the man in the
White House is an authority on the
ers which saw the birth of the
theory that “to the vietors belong
the spolls.”
:l\ is a belated recognition of
ruman's plan which lies behind
nm.- solid and_persistent opposition
of Southern Democrats to his leg-
islative program on Capitol Hill
and to his continued control of the

irty.
"A:ylltk-m destroyed the South’s
influence in congress and in fhe
party by turning to the hackwoods-
men and artisans for support, &0
Truman has pitched his appeal 1o
an even more motley but numeri-
cally powerful coalition of voters.

Truman has ereated a vast mid-
dleman’s vacuum into which (he
GOP must move, accarding o the
1952 philosophy prevalent here in
both the Taft wnd Eisenhower
eamps. Perhaps the first o ree-
ognize and capitalize on this idea
are two important hind-
scenes figures here— Governors
Thomas E. Dewey of New York
lnd Earl lo\lrm\ of California

Fantastic as it may mm. the
GOP's 1952 pl.ltfurm and nomi
regardless of his identity, \Mll
eampaign for votes on almost the
same principles that Franklin D.
Roosevelt espoused in 1832, That
is how far and how fast public and
political lmnkln. have moved in
twenty yea

It is, pﬂ'hl‘ll the most impor-
tant development in this exciting
political year, Although dead,
F.D.R. is an invisible but influen-
tial figure in the camp of his en-
emies,

Senator t, for instance, is la-
‘helled a3 a “‘resctionary” and hos-
tile to Roosevelt-Truman ‘“re-
forms.* General Eisenhower, fo
the disappointment of many of his
hig backers, has turncd out 10 be

Believe It Or Not

of theus.
NEVER
voreo !

far mare conservative than fhey
had expected

Save for alleged but minor dir.
ferences on foreign questions, the
GOP could name a ticket ol Taft
and Eisenhower, of
and Taft,

per ghserver |
anly dissenters ar
onhower and their political back-
ers,

But, no matter who wine the hig

Rooseveltian principles, |f
pects 10 win, That is funde

It requires po maigic 10 discovs
er that Taft and Elsenhower are
not far apart on domestic issues,
and, despite all the ballyhoo about
foreign policy, it is the price of
food and the purchasing power of
the dollar which will decide how
people will vote next November.

And on domestic problems the
two leading candidates agree
without, perbaps, realizing that
they are accepling and approving

n doctrine which, twen-
J ago, both men dis-
approved openly rivately,

Hoth Taft and Eisenhower, for
instanee, favor the system of So-
cial Security, price supports for
agricultural  products, collective
bargaining for labor and manage-
ment under federal supervision,
regulation of Wall Sweet's finan-
cial ‘operations, federal ald for
housing, health and education, and
the use of America's money aprd
might to prevent a third world
war and preserve a (enuous peace,

Sa, no maiter who heads the Re-
publican ticket, It & Truman’s cyn.
ical preversion of bis predeces-
sor's program which the GOP will
and must denounee, not the Roose.
veltinn New Deal,

Don't You Want
A Dream Book?

Since Bible days, the meaning of
droams has fascinated humanity.
Our  interesting  little DREAM
BOOK explains the meanings and
interpretations of over 1,000
dreams. In addition it will tell you
many unusual facts about famous
dreams in history and literature.
Whether or not you believe in
dreams, you'll enjoy reading this
booklet. Order by mail — only 25
cents to readers of this newspaper.
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