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A PERENNIAL PROBLEM APPEARS AGAIN

LTHOUGH authority over Charlotte bus

routes, schedules and fares rests with
the N. C. Utilities Commission, the City
Council has more than a vicarious interest
in any question involving busses. It is the
body elected by the people of Charlotte to
represent their interests—a fact which tke
. officials of the Duke Power Co. have recog-
nized in asking for a conference with the
Councilmen to discuss Duke's latest request
to curtail service and boost fares.

The Council can do nothing but accede to
the request, even though it may regret hav-
ing to take up the controves issue again.
Before the discussions get ufidérway, we'd
like to offer one or two thoughts that may
help prevent the question from becoming a
political football, as it has been treated by
certain Councilmen in the past.

There are a few hard facts in the situation
that no amount of wishful thinking (or Coun-
cil oratory) will make disappear.

Fact 1: Duke is_operating its busses at a
big loss.

Fact 2: N. C. law requires that each util-
ity service stand on its own feet, i. e, Duke
cannot xuhnd.u.e its bus operations from its
power_earhin,

Fact 3: an: would like to get out of the
bus business, has tried to do so, but has been
unsuccessful.

Fact 4 To break even, much less show
a profit, Duke must curtail services or raise
fares or both.

1f the members of the Council could de-
tach public bus transportation from its re-
lated effects, and view it as a single prob-
lem, an answer might appear. Unfortunately,

public transportation is inextricably bound
up with the City's trafficparking problem
and indeed with the whole normal existence
of the residential and business districts, and
can be viewed anly as a part of the whole.

Take the question of traffic and parking,
for example. The Council right now is faced
with a major decision on off-street parking
facilities. Demand for such facilities has
come about because of the increased use of

motor cars for personal transportation with-
in the city. The traffic volume has grown
50 much that curb parking has already been
banned on many streets. Eventually all curb
parking will have to go in order to permit
the orderly movement of traffic.

At some point in the future, however, the
traffic will reach the saturation point. Addi-
tional off-street parking facilities will be
useless because the streets will not be able
to handle any more cars. When that point
is reached, public bus transportation will
be the only instrument for avoiding :vmph:u
strangulation.

To delay that day and. collaterallyeto hom
traffic congestion to a' minimum, it is
portant to improve bus service, not curtail
it. Any improvements in routes and sched-
ules will attract increased patronage for the
busses, and thus reduce the use of private
cars and the demand .for parking space.
Hence, we would urge the Council to resist
any moves to curtail bus service, with the
possible exception of isolated segments where
figures clearly prove the operation is grossly
unprofitable. Curtailment will merely in-
vite the greater use of autos, causing incon-
venience to the people and bringing on a
greater traffic and parking problem.

At the same time, the question of higher
fares must be ‘aced realistically, and the
value of a bus ride measured against other
values in today's inflated market. There is
2 point of decreasing returns beyond which
fare increases will produce less revenue in-
stead of more, but we believe that point has
not yet been reached.

As we see it, then, the Council should be
very selective in endorsing any requests to
curtail bus service, and should be very re-
ceptive to the request for higher fares,
when those requests are properly dotu-
mented. For it is to the interest of every
citizen and every official in Charlotte to
provide a superior public transportation
system for this rast-growing city. And there
will be no incentive to provide such a sys-
tem so long as it loses money.

ANOTHER GENERAL GETS OFF LIGHT

NCE AGAIN the military has shown its

reluctance to punish _high- ranking
officers. Maj-Gen. Robert W. Grow. a former
military attache in Moscow, kept a personal
~diary, reportedly coptaining demands for war
and details of his spying activities. The diary
fell into Red hands. This week General Grow
was convicted on two counts—improperly
recording classified information and failing
to safeguard it.

His punishment—a “reprimand”
pension from command for stx months. Ma
imum penalty ‘cotld have been five years'
confinement, dismissal from. the Army and
forfeiture of pay and allowances.

General Grow has a fine combat record.
So have some enlisted men, who have re-
ceived greater junishment for smaller

and sus. _

offenses,.And a general, particularly an intel-
ligence officer, should have a better under-
standing of security precautions and pro-
hibition of private diaries containing classi-
fied information than does an enlisted man.
The supersecrecy surrounding Gene:
Grow's trial and the fact that he was sc-
quitted of an unrevealed “more serious™
charge contribute to the public concern about
the seriousness of his actions. As with the
Koje incident, when serious damage to the
United States by inept officers was followed
by light punishmant and a shroud of secrecy,
one wonders if the secrecy is not intended
10 hide greater blunders rather than preserve
security. Such doubts could be dispelled if
the full story is publicized or submitted to
Congressional or judicial peview.

A WONDERFUL BUT UNLIKELY SHOCK

HE protestations of * William O'Dwyer,

Ambassador to Mexico, that he has no
intention of giving up hff citizenship - 3ad
practicing law in Mexico, again brings to
mind that pattern of “littleness in little
things” that characterizes President Truman,
This characteristic led. in the first place. to
the appointment of Mr. ODwyer -4t a time
when the Senate crime committee was link-
ing him with the New York underworld

Mr. Truman has shown a remarkable
ability to discern the temper” of the times
and act accordingly, even when it displeases
some of his friends. Thus, sensing the desire
for moderate goverggnent, he abandoned the
young bucks of the Fair Deal and plugged
for nomination, of Governor Stevenson and
rapprochement with the South.

To carry this practical philosophy a bit
further, would it not be wonderfully shock-
ing if the President

1. Replaced ODwyer as unceremoniously
as the previous Ambassador was dismissed,

THE DEFENSE BUILD-UP

HE FREE WORLD'S defenses, like U §.

political parties, are tending toward
moderation these days. After an extremely
ambitious start toward rearmament the
goals are beins watered down and stretched
out. Some “gun” funds are going mnto “butter™
production, or simply not being appropriated
for economic reasons.

In this country, <
sbout $6 billion less th:
by the Administr.

sress - appropriated
an the amount asked
for military and for-

eign assistance expenditures. Strikes and
bottlenecks added to the slowdown. Time-
tables were found 1o be unrealistic, and tar-

get date for M-day was
1955.

changed from 1954 to

France, plagued as ays by inflation,
found that her defense funds would not pro-
duce as much »s originally sup-

posed. Cutbacks in presumed 1
to her have fur reduced her
Premier Pinay, in a drastic e 10 save the
franc and restore ecconomic stability
French expenditures on all {ron
In Britain, Prime Minister Churchill has
said his country must divert resources from
defense to the export drive, thus earnirg
more money, in order to avert a “plunge
into bankruptcy”. The number of British
recruits will be decreased by some
30000 mextyyear, RAF personnel may be
decreased.

S “assistance

bringing the ex-mayor back fo an eager
grand jury?

2. Retired Maj-Gen. Harry Vaughan, or
gave him an assignment commensurate with
his military ability?

3. Retained Mon Wallgren as an adviser,
only on Pacific Northwest fishing, rather
than government policy”

4. Told his Kansas City friends that, Buck
Taylor's loyalty io the Pendergast machine
notwithstanding, his opponent for the Senate
nomination, Stusrt Symington, is the kind
of man needed in the U. § Senate?

5. Declared that, even at this late date the
administration of justice under ex-Atfornevs
General Howard McGrath and Tom Cla.k
warrants investigation—and by someone
other than cronie McGranery?

Gladly would Adlai view such action. Fut
we don't expect it. Apparently a man who
rises nobly to the requirements of the time
in some actiops remains chained to his past
in others.

LEVELS OFF

This reduction in military growth of the
three major.Western allies has its risks. Cer-
tainly if the Communists would choose to
Iaunch an all-out attack soon these economies
would prove 1o be false indeed.

But if the judgment of many pf our in-
formed leaders is correct. if the Réssians do
not contemplate aggression soon but prefer
1o have the West spend itself into economie
chaos, then the slowdcwn by the Western
nations may have its good points. They
started out at a 440 pace for what appears
10 be a longdistance race. A steady, even
stride permitting completion of the course is
preferable 1o collapse short of fhe finish line,

Now that General MacArthur will be draw-
ing about $120,000 a year, with his Remington
Rand salary and full military pay. we may
expect from him even firmer denunciations
of high taxes.

The neighbor's sevenyear-old son says a
tomahawk is what if you g0 to sleep suddenly
and wake up without any hair there is an
Indian with—Carlsbad {N. M) Current-
Argy

Genius at work! Army officials have de
cided soldiers who do office work do not
need to be issued steel helmets.—Memphis
Press-Scimitar,

‘Do They Say ‘Ike’ Or ‘Adlai’ On Them?’ -

Letters should be brief.

The writer’s name and

People’s Platform

address must be llm, iu( may be withheld
right condense.

from publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the

Young Russellite Grateful

Editors, Tur Nrws:
I WISH to thank all of the fine people of Char-
lotte, who gave freely of their time and ef-

[ARLOTTE

ced on general ballots. He answered in such

pla
a way that, legally, and he is a legal-minded man,
he prob-bly can _still do as he

pleases.
Byrnes and the olber Soulh Carolina

f Mr.
doknm think they represented the great ma-

jority of voters in this state, they are working

__ocratic Party”

Time-For-A-Chungé\Slogan

e

‘WASHINGTON

T‘HE theme heard over and over

again in '48—it's time for a

change—will be used to the ut-

most by the Republicans to put
the Eisenhower-Nixon tic]

scandals making al
daily hea.lines, that lhme
will have greater force.
But on this issue of change for
the sake of change, !
powerful counterweight.
vested interest in officeholding of
a large group (ar whom the habit
has become nsable. And
this applies not ahme to Federal
officeholding but to a great deal
the structure of the trade un:
jon movement supporting the Dem-
ocratic Party.
is was shown in striking fash-
fon in the maneuvering that cen-
tered around Viee-President Al-
ben Barkley during the Demo-
cratic convention. Part of that
maneuvering was obvious enough.
But the whole story reveals the
cohesiveness e curious sprawl-
ing organization for which “Dem-
; is an inadequate
abel.
TENTATIVE CHOICE
At a2 meeting in the White
House ten days before the Demo-
its met in Chicago the decision
taken to give Barkley his
. The Republicans seemed
to split in two. And beeause
- were split Barkley's age—he
s 74—would not be the handicap
it would otherwise be, Moreover,
Blrklry would unify the Southern
and Northern factions of the par-
This was the argument of
Democratic National Chairman
¥ank  McKinney others
Flumpin( for “harmony” and Bark-
ey.

At the same meeting it was ten-

tatively agreed that Secretary of

Interior Oscar Chapman should be

Barkley's r\mmng mate. Chiefly
this

Has Its Own Counterweight

By MARQUIS CHILDS

But liberaldabor del:v‘:llﬂnhn
unlnlnl in Chicago ive
none of this. It looked to them
like' a caretaker ticket admitting
defeat. Jack Kroll, head of the CIO
Political Action Committee, and
George Harrison, vice president of
the AFL and chairman of the Rail-
way Labor Executives Association,
issued a statement turning thumbs'
down on Barkley. This led to the
Vice-President's withdrawal with
a side-swipe at the arrogance andt
mxnmnde of organized labor. |

Very shortly afterward, however,
Barkley began to get uhmnq
from the tup bosses of labor warm.
1y praising the Veep for his
bor record and assuring him

“their friendship. This was one rea«

d his name to be}
withy

cian!

ment by the biuntness of their req
pudiation. But, also, many of theses
men are in Barkley's own agef
bracket. And they have held office;
far longer than most elected offi-
cials.

Lewis is 72 and he has beem.
president of the mine workers
since 1920. He exercises absolute
authority over his union with its
great resources of money and pow-
er. Petrillo, going on 60, has been
head of the Chicago Federation of
Masicians since 1
national univn since 1840. Murray
at 66 has been president of the C10
since 1940 and nl the United Steel-
workers since 1942

In the_exercise of authority the
trade union hierarchy is essentially
conservative. It is strongly resist-
an\ to change. Quite apart from
appeals made by

was the Pruldenl himself, who
has a high regard for Chapman's
ability both as public servant and
politician,

Sither Repablicans or Democrats
in seeking the labor vote, this con-
servatism will be a factor in No-
vember.

No One Has It So Good As

Ex-Kings With

Heavy Dough

fort in the support of the candidacy of Senator
Richard B. Rux&dl for the Democratic Presidential

tior
nomination. ,

mind:

\mdtr a delusion. But I doubt that representa-

of the voters back home ever crossed their
s one time even. It was a battle of per-

By ROBERT C. RUARK
NEW YORK lady, Magda. There was always &

1 feel that their wonderful response to the
cause of Sen. Russell demonstrates to the people
of our bclmM nation that the spirit of 1775 stiil
burns in Mecklenburg

1 sincer hope that all of our citizens who
supported Senator Russell will follow his example.
and support the National Democratic ticket.

In Governor Stevenson and Senator Sparkman,
the Democratic Party will again have a winning
ticket, if our people will suppori” them, which 1
feel certain they will.

~DAVID M. FOLEY,
Youth For Russell Club.

Something Is Missing

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur Nrws:

To write what I really think of the Dog Hater
whose letter appeared in vour-July 29:issue
would probably be libelous. so that it will have to
suffice to say that it is difficult to understand the
makeup of such people. Obviously, there is some-
thing missing.

= 1LOYD C. SMITH JR.

Battle Of Personalities

Editors. Tre News:
HE Southern delegation, by their selfish ‘ac-
tions at the National Democratic Convention
i Chicago, misrepresented the great majority of
Southern voters. - Any fairminded voter would
have. taken the loyalty pledge w%huu( any hesi-
tancy.

The South Carolina delegation reminded me
of problem children misbeha way from home.
They deserved an expulsion whibping they almost
received at the convention. I wondered for awhile
if they were there as Republican spies! If not,
then why didn't they take that loyalty pledge?
More fahn 40 other state delegations signed the
pledze without wrangling and hairsplitting over
trivial technicalities.

My hero of the convention was the man re-
ferred to as the “Ohio del who put our
James F. Byrnes on the spot three times with the
same question asking if the names of the Demo-
cratic nominees would bé placed on the ballots
in November. Each time Mr. Eyrnes evaded the
yes or no answer he could have easily given, but
didn't. Instead, Mr. Byrnes spoke what sounded
like a prepared statement for such an occasion,
saying that the state law provides machinery by
which_every political party can have electors

SPARTANBURG

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASH'NGTON
daughter of Teddy
1gton society, is either
Eisenhower

RS. Alice Roosevelt Longw
1 one of the rulers of Wa
u‘nn: benign or else has falen for the
chan

.\I!rr Willkie was nom:n,
sprang from the grassroots
America.”
After Dewey was fiom
vou vote for a man who ]
wedding cake?”

.light, is endangering our safety,

1~ Alice remarked.
the country clubs of

ted, <he cracked: “How can
ks like a bridegroom on a

sonalities, among other things.

J. WILSON HARRISON.

Quote, Unquote
Ya'll quEThut?

Drum, Shelby Star)
1 realized for the first time that people either
apeing or over.emphasirng » Southern accent al-
vs say “youall”, when that jsn't what we dyed-
In-iheawool Dixieités say at ail. Those of us who

ously and without apology, sa * without even
bothering to put an aposu'ophe in it.

Life’s Like This
(Bob Rivers, Watauga Democrat)

Every time we decide that something has to
be done about speeding. that the rapid clip used
by some motorists in 4rying to-beat the next traffic
we are caught
m a fivemile an hour parade through the city

e to wait five minutes by the streetside for
liriss of sightaceing sulsuiotiles ty pass, bump-
ersto bumper, like a row of unhurried snails.

The Irrestistible
(Sam Ragan, News & Observe
There's a new cologne being mnnuhclu
men that smells like “the interior of 2’ C:
-

That's How Hot
(Smithficld Herald)
Speaking ©f hot weather, which everybody
has been doing for the past week or so, N. L.
Perkins, local tobacconist, comes up with a nifty
one

“Perk™ sojourns in. -Ridgecrest for several
months out of the year. Before leaving he always
has his electric stove disconnected for fear of
lichtning. He came back the other day when the
thermometer was going out the top.

Getting up the next morning he cooked his
own breakfast of hacon and egas and coffee.
“Perk” said he did this for three mornings before
he found out that he didn't have his electric stove
connected.

for
lac.”

Summertime is the season when youngsters
discover' that an apple a day will keep the doctor
away only if the apples are ripe—Greenwood
(Miss.) Commonwealth.

call from Summerficld to come to Chicago

pressure {rom Senator Ferguson and Congressm:

“he  of Michigan, likewise “Taft

hower.

Job In lke's Cabinet

N
NOTE with considerable awe
and envy that his very recent
highness, King Farouk, has just
sailed majestically into Capri on
his yachi, which appears to have
been loaded to the phmnll ruh w
cases of delectal
enough tennis, loll and lbhlu(
gear to keep Fludl bad boy
lmnttd or quite a spell.
seems to-me um in an angry,
muddh'd world, a deposed king has
o the finest of all jobs. His worries
are over He generally manages to
ship a packet of loot ahead of him.
He is free to lounge in the sun,
play pll e\ery day, fish when it
leases d accrue hangovers
without bulhennl his aching head
about statecraft.

The Mediterranean is stiff with
deposed monarchs today. There
must be half-adozen in Portugal
alone. They never seem to be
bmke or dispirited, in public, any-
use they fetch along the
)zch(l lnd rent the biggest villas
and are all the time hanging out
around the crap tables at the ca-

sinos. If they have a queen they
usually fetch ber, 100, with all the
crown jewels, and they always
seem -to be amply staffed with
equerries and valets and such. -

1 mever ran around much with

any kings except a few odd canni-
bals with filled teeth and a high
odor of rancid cocoa butter, but I
used to sit and watch old Carol
with envy when he was sitting out
his exile in Cuba He came away
loaded with dough, and he had
Lupescu arfd the Pekineses along,
and a stiff-necked stooge to help
him maintain his dmm) and keep
the climbers off his neck. 1 never
saw a guy Have it so good.

He had the biggest suite in the
Nacional and he was out to the
casino every night with his Haps-
burg lip draped over the rim of a
glass of Scotch. He didn't have
1o roll his own dice, and he didn't

, even have to dance with his otd

Not 4

Arriving in Chicago, Summerfield told him he was be-
ing pressured by Tom Coleman, GOP leader in Wisconsin
and Taft's floor manager,-to back Taft. He was also under

On the other hand. General Motors, for whom he op-
erated a dealership, demanded that he support Eisen-

“ War Prisoners

is that we

bevy of young bucks hanging
around, soaking up the free booze
and panting to rip off a rumba
with the king's redheaded girl
friend. 1f his eyes got heavy
somebody propped him up, and
‘when they folded the joint they
tectered him off to the royal car.

The only comedown in his kingly
existence was nm he couldn‘( find
anybody to mani
those bug-eyed Tittle Peku‘ be-
cause Cuba was having a heavy at-
tack of dignity at that time and
the help was overendowed wil
ideas Ibﬂlﬂ the duties of servants.
Carol sent for a bellhoptand flung
the two Pekes at him with an or-
der to cut their nails. The bell
hop drew himself up to his full five
feet and spake thusly.

“Soy Cubano libre,” he said, “T
am a frce Cuban. I do not cut the
toenails of dogs. Cut them your
self, sire, but include me out.”

Poor oid Carol threatened to be.
head the whole staff, as I ncnu u.
and then remem!
the lam and the royal ruhu no
longer obtained Wound up that
he seized the scissors himself and
pared the nails of _those twa
screetching little monSters, and
the Cubans themselves
laughing.

Concerning Farouk, T doubt that
the fugitive fat boy will have any
trouble getting things done.” His
mama has masses of money stashed
away in America, and Farouk hime
self has not been unintelligent
about increasing the royal pile
through polite shakedowns here
and there.

1 just hope he controls his pas-
sions about other folks' finances,
though. The last lad he une
womaned held still for it. but one
of those fiery Italians is apt to
let a littie daylight through him
with a shiv if the royal eye wan-
ders too far Even with
that potentfal hazard, I still can't
feel sorry for a young man with-a
lifetime to loaf.

Alice Longworth, Taft Backer, Likes Ike

has already been rewarded by a

P
pointment as GOP National Chairman. It will be interest-
ing to see whether he gets the selection of a man for
Secretary of the Treasury too.

THE inside s'ory of the bogged-down Korean truce talks
have been impaled on our own figures—

figures that we issued boastfully at the time we were
capturing Communists and wanted to impress the enemy.

‘e announced to the world last December, for in- -

Both men had defeated Mre Longworth's close friend,
Fnh Taft. But of the man who defeated Taft for the
imi

Ecb didn't make it." she
18 S i€ thats e Wy It it ol Tasa seifly
1o accept it” 2

She admitted that she watched the Eiseohower dem:

onstration. “But.” she added. “conventions arent what
they used to be. Television is <poiiing them.”

Why Summerfield Switched

FPHOUGH the Democrats probally got more publiciiy

focused on their bectic ba
the vauhhrms some of the
ing to the surf:

ot i DR e o be Heniall Sheda Rgh 1o why)
Arthur Summerfield of Mich long a vigorous Taft
supporter, switched over 1o Eienhower. Summerfield,
a Chevrolet dealer, was under heavy pressure {rom Gen
cral Motors to switch. Bui there was more to it than
that—according to the story told by Summerficld's close
friend, Congressman Jesse \\M cott ,,, Michiga:

Wolcott says that d he GOP discussion over
seating the Southern dtlegnr be ‘ﬂ a frantic phone

e wire-pulling than
t's deals are just com

HEREFORE. he asked Wolcott to act as a buffer—a
sort of mediatdr in deciding the seating of the South-
ern delegates.

He also told Wolcott that, in return for supporting
Tke, he had been promised the right to fill one spot in
the Eisenhower cabinet, and he had chosen the Treasury
Department. His choice for Secretary of the Treasury, he
said, would be Congressman Wolcott.

In relating this 1o friends, Wolcott has said that he
did not feel qualified to be Secretary of the Treasury,
though he was glad to belp Summerficld out; and did so,

His help came when Summerficld, after listening to
the Georgia delega! present their case, remarked that
he wanted his friend . Congressman Wolcott to pass on
the merits of the matter. Whereupon Wolcott recom-
mended a vote with the Eisenhower group. This helped to
take the heat off Summerfield: also showed that at least
one prominent Michigan Congressman was in Summer-

field’s corner.
it will be recalled that Summerfield

In- the end.
switched Michigan's big block of votes to Eisenhower, dl-
spite the fact that at the Michi xnn state convention he
had worked to block Eumhol

stance, that we held 20.699 Chinese. But now we have told
the truce negotiators that all we can ‘turn back is uon
This is chiefly because the balance of the Chinese d

want 1o go back.

With \mh Korean prisoners, however, some of our
Army people padded the figures by including some Sout’
Korean refugees with the North Korean prisoners. Now,
baving_announced them, they are stuck with those fig-
m“'l’hneghn won't believe anything else.

10U, an impression got out lhrough the press
that we were only 9.000 prisoners apart in ruchu:: an
spreeioent; this is mot exactly true.

At the start of the talks. we estimated that abo:
101,000 prisoners could be retu m(-ri After :nrrlul x‘rtl‘l‘\‘
ing, however, we said only 72.000 ‘could go back.

. Meanwhile. the Communists demanded the return
nlh lll&g bbu‘r)‘ "h vui‘hed ur figure up to 85,000,
while 1 rought their figure dos

as close as we have ever come. D o m”

While' the Reds' offer of 110000 w
more than our original estimate of 101000, ':‘:"u‘m
nu?h:mre l::ln’ we are willing to return.

s ex: where the truce talks
other (uudreu session n scheduled for s&'&,“"ilg A;



