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EISENHOWER'S TASK IS A DIFFICULT ONE

HERE is a similarity between Dwight
Eisenhower's assignment in the
campaign and some of the assign-
n him in the past. It is a big under-
nst a powerful foe, and in thé face
of many difficult ohstacles.

But there is a difference, too. In his Army
eareer, Eisenhower did the planning, and left
it up to his assistants to carry out the objec
es. This time, he will have to do a major
part of the work.

A glimpse at the hard, cold figures of vot
Ing habits will show how big a job Eisen-
hower has taken on. After five Presidentia
eleetions, the Republican Party is a mint
party. It is dominant only in a small
of states with an insufficient number of
electoral votes to name a President. Bar
2 new Dixie “revolt”, the Democrats start
this campaign with a comfortable backlog of

“probable” electoral votes
N Rep. " Dem.
State Electoral Votes  Votes
Votes In1948 In 1943
10.1*
tisiana 10 33.0°
u e
Georgia 12 612
Arkansas 8 22
Texas 24 664
North Carolina 14 583
Florida 10 408
Tennessee 11 4047
Oklahoma 8 627
Minnesota 11 515
Virginia 2 482%
Rhode Island 4 877
Missouri 13 582
HKentucky 10 570
West Virginia 8 573
New Mexico 4 565
Washington 9 532
Massachusetts 16 549
Montana 4 533
Arizona 4 541
tah 540

4 450
Total electoral voles: 210,
¢ The influence_of the States Rights

Party was felt in these sta
In 1048, then, a year when Pmldenl Tru-

man was being counted out by the experts,

the Republican Party got 45 per cent or less
of the popular votes in 23 states with a total
electoral vote of 219. In other words, the

Republican nominee must spur a shift of at

least 5 percentage points if he is to make

a dent in this Sloc of Democratic states.
On top of these 210 “probable” electoral

votes, the Democrats have the edge in 12

additional states with a total of 196 electoral

votes.

No.of % Rep. % Dem.
State Electoral Votes ~ Votes
Votes In 1948 * In 1948
Colarado [ 467 521
Wisconsin 12 468 512
evada 3 472 504
Wyoming 3 474 517
California 32 474 478
Idaho 4 415 502
Jowa 10 480 308
Ohio 25 495
Tllinois 27 504
New York 45 454
Michigan 20 481
Maryland 9 404
Total electoral votes: 196,
** Dewey carried New York, Michigan
and Maryland, although he got less than

50 per cent of the vote, because the

forth. «

gressive Party took large blocs of votes
from the Demotrat y.

In each of these 12 states, with a total
electoral vote of 196 the Republican Party

got less than half vote in 1948,
rty must get 266 electoral
ber. 1f the Democrats are
probable” states listed
y will have 210 elec-
taral votes They will need only 47 additional
ral votes but of the second group. If
es Tllinois, as he skould, that
Democrats 27 of those votes,
ectoral votes in this group
for vict

the total

n carr

the

would be enou

The past is an accurate yard-
stick for measuring the future. The Repub-
licans have certain assets this year that may
upset the statistical pattern The biggest is
Dwight Eise popularity cuts
across party and regional lines. Some of the
others: irritation with high taxes, frustra-
tion over what sometimes seems to many
peaple to be an aimless foreign policy, ac-
cumulated imvatience with corruption in
government, the general opinion among many

htful that 20 years is long

one party to remain in power.
Democrats have some as well.
iticism of the Administration
has been directed against Harry Truman
and his associates, rather than against the
Democratic Party as such. Now that Mr.
Truman is stepping down, and now that the
more moderate center of the Democratic
Party has taken control, a primary target of
the Republicans has been snatched from
them,

The Democratic slate of Stevenson and
Sparkman has_high potentialities. Both are
proven vote getters.

There is further, a prosperity that, though
stimulated artificially in many respects, has
given millions of Americans a higher stand-
ard of living than ever before. Many big blocs
of voters—farmers, labor, small businessmen,
minority groups—think they have fared bet.
ter under the Democrats than under past
Republican administrations. There is a big
army of Federal jobholders, and an even
larger number of persons who receive Fed.
eral checks in one sort or another. Further-
mote, the. Democrats have the superior party
organization and, it ‘would appear, more than
their share of political brains. In no other
way can one explain the brilliant maneuter-
Ing at Chicago that (1) divided the field so
thoroughly that a Stevenson draft became
inevitable, and (2) avoided the dictates of
the right and 'eft wings of the party to
settle on the middle ground

No one can predict the outcome of a
Presidential election in these uncertain days,
and none but a fool would try. It does not
require any crystal ball, however, to see
clearly that Dwight Eisenhower and Richard
Nixon must wage an uphill battle if they are
to win in November.

not always

whe

peop

Most of t

The Agriculture Department s passing
out tips to gardeners on how to make the
vegetable patches yield more. Nothing secret
about them: More toil, more sweat, more
callouses, more aching muscles.—New Or-
leans States.

ON THE BRINK OF CHAOS

"RO“ THE FIRST, the United States has
refrained from intervening openly in the
dispute over oil between Iran and Great
Britain, It was in our interest to settle the
dispute amicably, but the situation was so
toushy that U. S. influence had to be applied
behind the scenes.

Following the recent riots in Iran, Premier
Mossadegh is once more in power—more
solidly than ever before, so solidly. in fact,
that.there are hints in the nationalist press
that the Shah of Iran, like King Farouk of
Egypt, may be ‘orced from his throne.

Now Mossadegh has made a gesture toward
trying to settle ‘he oil dispute once again.
No one knows what his terms will be. That
they will be high is a foregone conclusion.
This time, however, Mossadegh's nation is
on the brink of bankruptcy. No longer can
he stave it off by-his. amazing financial
gyrations. He must soon get the oil flowing
from Abadan if chaos is to be avoided.

ONE THING AT A TIME

AVING noticed that Governor Stevenson
has just asked National Committee Chair-
man McKinney to ca on for a bit while
he gets together an organization, we were
naturally impressed when we opened the cur-
rent issue of Dyvid Lawrence's U. S. News &
World Report. Not only has it already de-
termined who Mr. Stevénson's inner advisers
will be, If he becomes Prosident. 1t has even
named President Stevenson's entire Cabinet,
Here it is:
Secrefary ofState—Averell Harriman.
Secretary of Treasury—George W. Mitch-
ell (whoever he is).
Postmaster General—Jake Arvey.
Secretary of Agriculture—Gov Sid McMath
of Arkansas.
Secretary of Commerce—Chester Bowles.
Secretary of Labor—Frank Grabam
Secretary of Interior—Sen. Joseph C.
O'Mahoney of Wyoming.
Attorney General—Ex-Sen. Scott Lucas of
Tllinois.

Secretary of Defense—Robert A. Lovett.
It is remarksble to note how well the
“Lawrence” Cabinet coincides with waoat

In this stuie of afiairs. Americus interest
takes a new turn. Britain's policy has been
to bring Mossadegh to *his knees As long as
it had a chance of working, the U. S. could
afford to s in the background. But it is
evident now that Mossadegh is not going
to recant on nationalization. A continuation
of the impasse will not leave him on his
knees. but flat on his back. And the result-
ihg crisis would be.made to order for the
Tudeh Comimunist Party and its masterminds
across the Soviet border.

A new polity is needed. one that will save
face for Mossadegh while providing for the
fair and orderly epayment of Great Britain
for the confiscated oil properties. The policy
must accept the realities of the situation,
unpleasant though they may be. Failure of
the U. S to intercede in the formation of
such a policy may very well mean the com-
plete loss of oil-rich Iran to the Communists.

some Republicans would like to have estab-
lished in the public mind as the opposition's
proposed Cabinet. There's the political boss,
Jake Arvey, dispensing patronage. the de-
feated Senator with alleged underworld
links, S Lucas, heading the Justice
Dept. the fastspending Harriman in con-
trol of the State Dept. The left-wingers in
thé saddle, down the line.

The Democrats would be equally gleeful
if Eisenhower's purported Cabinet were to
include Governor Fine as Postmaster Gen-
eral, Joe McCarthy as Attorney General and
Senator Hickenlooper as Secretary of State.

We doubt if either candidate, has given
much thought to his Cabinet, in the event
he is successful. Rather, they are concerning
themselves with the campaign. An excellent
idea, even for news magazines

Farmer Grimes of Vinegar Bend says that
he never began to grumble about that 2
cents for a penny postcard until he received
13 postagefree letters from one of our Con-
gressmen. Then the thing really began to
bite—Oklahoma City Oklahoman.

. slamming

POTTERS ROAD AND THE PLAZA—A SAMPLE PROBLEM

Rural Intersections Pose Major Traffic Control Problem

By A. M. SECREST
Charlotte News Staff Writer
HE DATE — April 19; the

hour — 7:08 P. M. the
place — The Plaza, where Pot-
ters Road intersects

Darkness® was just  settling
down over the inhabitants of that
area of the county — near the
FEastwood Solf i’o'lrw
half mile from

ddenly the peace and quist

of that early Spring evening was
split by the squeal of brakes fol-
lowea immediately by the rend-
ing grinding sound of metal

nto metal. For a mo;
ment all was quiet.

Then people . etarted pouring
out of nearby homes to rush to
the scene of the accident. Some-
one placed a call to an ambu-
sance and the County Police.

When the excitement and con-

fusion had died down, the toll
was taken. Two young men in
too hig a hurry had lost their

lives in one of the worst colli-
sions in Mecklenburg this year.
PROTESTS ROLLED IN

This accident touched off a

maintenance of a traffic light
would slow down traffic and
prevent property damage and
loss of life.”

M E. Beatty, division engineer
of the seventh division of the
State  Highway and Public
Works Commission, wrote that
there were many intersections

as bad or worse” in Mecklen:
burg County and that if equal
treatment were provided for all
the state would be called upon to
install over a dozen lights, and,
therefore, ‘it is my recommenda-
tion that a signal light not be in-
stalled at this intersection. , ."
BACKED UP BY FACTS

Mr. Beatry backed up his argu-
ments with some facts. According
1o a survey made by Robert A.
Burch, the traffic volumes at the
intersection are relatively log
and far short of the minimum re-
quirements to warrant the instal-
lation of a traffic signal

He said that the west leg of the
intersection, which bears the
heaviest volume of traffic, has
only 2150 vehicles a day, and

that the south leg has but 680
vehicles per day

“From recorded volumes it is
evident- that there is a rather
heavy turning movement he-
tween north and west legs. Turn-
ing movemnents are not helped
“ery much by the existence of a
trafic signal beeause hazard and
congestion still exists with the
use of a traffic light when turns

movement which ultimately
reached the State Highway Com-
mission in Raleigh.

Pxople began to say that some-
thing ought to be done about that
intersection. The lives and prop-
erty ol the ‘people who lived
nearby were threatened. W
wasn't a traffic \ght installed
there to prevent a recurrence of
such a tragedy”

By the end of the monta the are involved,” Mr. Burch de-

feeling of protest was translated  clared
into a petition to the County Some figures gathered from
a petition that the files of the County Police

seem to bear some of
contemtions of the S

Department
In the 1ast six years, there has
been a total of 11 accidents at
Potters Road and The Piaza only
one of which proved fatal. Capt
Whitley's office shows that
well over a dozen inter-

The petition alleged that the in-
tersection of Potters Road and
The Plaza was a “traffic haz-
ard — the scene of numerous, se-
rious and some fatal accidents.”

It went on to state that “the
intersection with its present in.  Joe
adequate traffic control, consti ere
tutes a hazard to motorists of sections in Mecklenburg that
the vicinity and their children”  have had many more accidents
and that “the installation and than that in the past six years.

In fact, at the intersection just
a mile away from the disputed
intersection, wherggPotters Road
intersects the Salisbury Road,
there have been eight accidents
r this T,
FOUR THIS ¥

There have been four accidents.
at Potters Road this year. Short-
Iy after the State Highway report
was made public, another acci-
dent_occurred at Potters Road
and The Plaza. Four people were
injured, oue critically
Just bao luck,” say some of-
ficias. “You might go another
five years and have no fatalities
or_injuries_at all.”
OTHER ACCIDENTS

never with the driver. We have
literally dozens of requests for
stop lights at intersections which
carry heavier traffic loads and
which are more dangerous in ap-
proaches
COST EXCESSIVE

He maintained the cost of in-
stallation and upkeep would be
prohibitive. Best estimate of
the cost of installation per stop
l..hl is $1,200. If lights were in-

nzed one,
state in Mecklenburg County
alone approximately $21.600.
Chief Lineberry confessed that
he doesn’t know what the answer
is. “Something ought to be done

Here are some intersecti
that have no traffic lights :nd
which have worse records than
The Plaza and Potters Road lu
tersection

N. C. 16 and Mt. Holly Roads,
six accidents so far this year, 12
last year. Rozzell Ferry Road
and Huntersville-Mt. Holly Road,
two Imhd in 1950; Dixie Road

and W rs Ferry Road, a po-
d a game ward
arl in 1950; Mint Hill and
bemarle Roads, two killed

this
year in three-car collision; 01d
Dowd Road and Wilkinson Blvd.
— six accidents so far this year.

There are only two traffic lights

in all of rural Mecklenburg
These are on Wilkinson Blvd. and
records show that there have
been as many accidents at these
intersections with the lights as
there have been at Potters Road
and The Plara without a light.
The visibility at Potters Road
and The P is not bad A
Potters road going
the intersection can
a block to the left
and up 1o a half mile to the right.
ing east you can a
ck to the right and a long dis-
ance to the left, if you go up to
the intersection. The stop signs
are visible for 1,000 feet ahead.
Hnr state  highway official
“It seems the fault is al-
\\.A" with the road or the signs;

see

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief.

The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld

from publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

Objects To DDT Truck Noise
CHARLOTTE  ai0rship.,
Editors, T Nrws:
1 WISH the Health Department would pick a dif-
ferent hour for scattering the DDT fog. At
sbout 3 A. M. this morning, 1 was awakened by
the most unearthly noise I have heard in a lite-
time. Everyone else in my neighborhood awoke,
too. The stinking spray truck was combing every
street in North Charlotte, scattering the fog, filling
up all the homes and lesving 3 Al i 15 wake.

MARKS. And they exi

A Vote For lke CHARLOTTE ool yourself

Now they infer that E,

Iy or indirectly from the Federal Government will
be unconstitutional,

and another step toward dic

They speak of how prosperity existed these
past twenty years, Twenty-three years ago I worked
for $3.50 a week and lived on that $3.50 a week.
Just eight years later (1837)
ternative but to join the Army, because T couldn't
find a job. not even for $3.50 a week. After being
discharged from the Army in 1940, I returned to
civilian life to find the same conditions existing
ed until World War Two. That is
what gave us our prosperity.
of every American dead on the battlefield,
gave you prosperity

1 had no other ai-

And it was the blood
thai

not a political party. Don't

nhower doesn't know

Editors, Tur Nrws .

oW that the Trumanites have taken their bow, what 1t is all about. 1 Wbuld like to reminc

it looks like they intend to shove their civil mcm that Hitler and Mussolini, had the same

rights program down our throats whether we like a. Come hell or high water, my vote is for
it or not. The Constitution gives each state tha Tke, and mot Truman's Shadow. 6 CRAT

right to govern itself, and any interference direc!

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON  bad
HE chief problem faced by the. Democratic Party is
T et hich follows in the wake of every convention .
mding up the wounds. Here are some of the wounds
that will have to be healed
1. Southern wounds—With a fow exceptions, thase
than the Chicago fire-

are likely to heal more easily
works indicated.

Inside fact is that Chairman Frank McKinney called
in the leaders of the three revolting states—Virginia,
South Carolina and Louisiana—one day before the big
blowup on. the mr\‘-n.mn floor and offered to seat them
without any argum

He said he \Inu)d “have the chairman of the creden-
tials committee announce that he had examined the laws
of these three states, that they were in conflict with the
loyalty oath, and there was no reason wby they_gould
not be seated without taking an oath.

However, Senator Byrd of \xrnml haughtily de-
clined. He said that 70,000,000 people had seen Virginia
humiliated before television and he would accept no com-
promise unless the governors of the three states made
speeches before the convention that they were remaining
in the convention without yielding a single inch.

This Chairman McKinney refused. He realized what a
storm of protest he would get from the North and West.

A day, the McKinney compromise was finally
accepted—but only after hours of balloting. hours of
speeches ours of boiling tempers. All this could
have been avoided if Byrd had not objected to the Mc
Kinney proposal the day before.

Cooler heads in the South, noluhly Sens. Burnet May-
blnk Il\d Olin Johnston of South Carolina with Russell

of Louisiana, prevented what might have been a

blowup. Now

Representatives

wounds.

impressed

Truman's Hatred
HE President’s revenge tipped the scales at one de-
cisive midnight huddle when Averell Harriman told
Kefauver supporters that he could not throw his support
to Kefauver because of his own loyalty to

the nomination of Alab:
John Sparkman for Vice President should help Iu bind
up Southern
Public_wounds—may be a little harder to heal.
Some of the Democratic leaders forgot that a good part
of the American public was watching on television, and
that the roughshod tactics used in the House of Rep-
resentatives in gaveling laws to a vote could not be
used in public. There is no jelevision in the House of
so the public does not realize that the
passage of certain laws sometimes depends merely on the
ear of the presiding officer.
Therefore, Gov. Paul Dever of Massachusetts and at
first Speaker Sam Rayburn gave the public a bad v
pression. West Virginia's Walter Hallanan, chairman of
the Republican convention,
much fairer. Hallanan's patient fairness in handling the
Puerto Rican delegation was cabled all
America, and made a profound impression.
Delegates also fumed when the Democratic platform.
thousands of words long, was adopted by voice vote, with
no printed copies distributed for scrutin:
3 Personal wounds—will be the hardest of all
One of these was Truman's bitterness toward Estes Ke-
fauver, based chiéfly on the fact that Kefauver did not
withdraw from the New Hampshire primary but gave
the President a decisive beating there.

the public as

over Latin

to Truman and

about the inter to make it
safer,” he says, “But I'm not a
traffic engineer.” He appreciates

the viewpoint of the people who
live near the intersection which
has seen two fatalities and four
injuries within three fnonths.
He suggests the possibility of
illuminating the crossing with
flood lights. Studies have shuwn
that moturists are inclined to
slow down at lighted intersec-
tions. Flood lights are relative-
1\ ('hnp. Chief Lineberry pointed

"Bu! 1 don't know what the
final answer will be. The State
Highway men are traffic engi-
neers and know their job."

Meanwhile over 300 people who
signed the petition are not satis-
fied with the report. They still
want some action to make the vi-
cinity of the intersection a safer
place in which to live.

Ike-Adlai Contest Promises
High Level For Campaigning

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

HIS is a moment of pause in

which we can be duly thankful
for blessings received. The pros-
pect is for a campaign on a higher
level than we have known in this
country for a very long time. It is
as though a cleansing wind had
Nn\hl away the dank air of sus-
picio

Thvre will be those who will
throw mud But the two principals
will set the tone and it will be one
of dedication to American
ideals and to the cause of Ameri-
can responsibility in a world torn
asunder and assailed by a tyranny
more terrible than has ever beep
seen before.

How profound this change is
can be realized when it is recalled
that four months ago the prospect
was for a savage and divisive con-
test between President Truman
and Senator Robert A. Taft. A
small and fanatical following on
each side might have relished such
a fight. But the times 00 seri-
\u; for an interval of self-destruc-

FISENHOWER'S ADM

Dwight D Eisenhower has from
the beginning made it clear that
1n seeking the highest office in the
1and his chief aim is to bftng-ahegt
a_ rededication to the faith of
America. It is above all a renewal
of religious faith which Eisenhower
hopes to quicken. Even more in his
Frivate conversation than in his
public addresses, he talks of this
need and it is likely to be the
cominant theme in the weeks to
come.

While one speech does not make
a campaign, Governor Adlai Ste-
venson's acceptance address after
his nomination had in it a kind of
aobility that found an instant re-
sponse. The reaction to that speech
has been remarkable. It scemed
the beginning of a new era, initi
ated by one with a deep awareness
of the longing of Americans for
something more than the cheap
and easy lures of most political
speeches.

From that high beginning Ste-

able
T!nnesuz

“pointed apostles of

venson can g0 on to wrestle with
the troubles before him, and they
are formidable troubles. The Dem.
ocrats suffered self -inflicted
wounds in the course of their con-
ventiun just as did the Republicans.

They were inflicted by the “lib-
erals” who in their determination
to_have their own way, committed
folly by both word and deed. In
their childish “stop Stevenson™
movement they gave the opposi:
tion ammunition by alleging that “
the tllinois Governor was the can-
didate of “the bosses” and ‘“the
Dixiecrals " This had an absurb
irony since many of these self-ap-
light, if not
sweetness, had only a few weeks
before embraced Stevenson as
their own candidate. The effort was
assisted by certain poison-pen art-
15ts who had decided to “put over”
Senator Estes Kefauver as their

man.

Stevenson can now honestly say
that he is nu one’s man. Certainly
the bosses — Jacob Arvey of Chie
cago, David Lawrence of Pitts-
burgh and the others — helped to
engineer the draft, But they did
so over Stevenson's determined
and unrelenting’ protests

Many delegates who had worked
hard and sincerely for Kefauver—
Land’ ihis inciudes union leaders —
Jeft Chicago disgruntled” and an-
gry. Their mbod is comparable to
that of the Taftites who charged
at the Republican convention that
“Boss” Thomas E. Dewey had put
over Eisenhower. Whether the dis
gruntied laborites and liberals can
be persuaded to get out and work
for the ticket is the question that
may* determine whether the Steve
enson-Sparkman ticket can win.
NORTH-SOUTH SPLIT

The gulf between the Northern
labor-liberal wing and the Southe
erners has been widened. But the
South came away with a sense of
victory and a Southern split seems
unlikely. Stevenson's greatest
andicap, as he recognized in his
acceptance speech, will be the rec-
ord of failures and mistakes of a
party 20 years In power.

Sparkman Choice Will Help Heal Wounds

because of Truman's attitude toward the Senator from

arriman and Kefauver forces had been working to-

sell's followers.

ge(hcr all during the convention to stop Stevenson. Ke-
fauver had run the risk of alienating his Southern friends
on the question of seating the Southern delegates. He
knew that this would cut
ruin his chances of getting support from Senator Rus
Nevertheless he remained with the Har-
riman group—only to have Harriman turn on him at the
last minute and dump his support in Stevenson's lap.

his ties with the South and

This is a wound which will not easily be healed.

with Sen.

At one time Sen. Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota,
Blair Moody and Gov.
Michigan, contacted Stevenson to ask if he would take
Kefauver for V.P. Stevenson replied that Kefauver was
not his personal choice,
it because of the fight he had made.

Mennen Williams of

though he thought he deserved

In the end, and right after Stevenson was nominated,

a huddle was held

to heal.__ other party

President

OWEVER. Scott

Lucas’ Revenge
Lucas,

in the private office of Chairman
McKinney just behind the rostrum
President Truman, Jake Arvey,

It was attended by
McKinney, Stevenson and

leaders to decide on who should be Vice
Paul Fitzpatrick of New York proposed Ke-
fauver and was vigorously supported by Senator Moody.

the Illinois ex-Senator who

claims he was defeated by Kefauver's crime probe,

this opposition, plus
dent. Kefauver was

hit the ceiling. So di

Speaker Rayburn. In the face of
the known coolness of the Prest-
wed He never did get even a

ood for the Vice Presidency,



