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EUROPEAN BASES KEY TO AIR WAR

The Prncpe! Hem

HERE is one school of foreign policy in

the U. S that emphasizes air power a
plays down the vital importance of Europe
to this country's national defense Former
President Herbert Hoover. a leading ex
ponent of this theory, says the “first national
purpose of this Yepublic must be the defense
of this final Gibraltar of freedom — that is
the Western Hemisphere” Along with this
be would leave it up to European nations fo

protect U. S airfields within their boun
daries,

Senator Taft. General MacArthur. some
other military men. and of the GOP
right wingers generally ee with this view

But it is also held by some who disavow the
Old Guard but are attracted to the idea of
a powerful home-based " Air Force

The importance of Western Europe to the
U. S in this air age hits home when one
forgets the “Eastern” and “Western” hem
ispheres as well as the distorted Mercator
projection maps most of us are used to, and
looks at a globe.

Some geographers have deempliasized the
traditional concept of hemispheres
divided the globe differently, putting
one hemisphere as much of the world’s land
mass as possible. Stick a pin in the globe

and

Just southeast of Nantes. France. draw a
circle halfway around the pin away from
the pin and there you have what J Parker

Van Zandt, president of the Aviation Re
search Institute. calls the “principal” hem
isphere

This principal hemisphere includes almost
ninetenths of all the icefree land area in
the world. It includes ™ per cent of the
world's people. 98 per cent of the world's
industry

The other hemisphere consists of Ant
arctica, Oceania, the southern part of South
America—and a lot of water. (See cut)

Ours then, is a lopsided world. The United
States is on the periphery of this mportant
principal hemisphere. France, and the other
countries of Western Furope. clustered
closely around it, are smack in the middle
of it

Except for the East Indies. the Reds are
~theic. attention to_this pripeipal
hemisphere. And thus the center of this
principal hemisphere-is of immense strategic

orhar bt han 8%, of warld 1 population 2% of

particularly to the Air Force
¢ disadvantage of the United
an air war can be illustrated by
mile distances.

importance
The ste
States 1n
comparing a few ar
It i 4084

miles from Chicago to Moscow:

1t is 5476 riles from Chirago to Istanbul.
1115 only 1401 miles from Paris to Istanbul
1t is 7981 miles Trom Chicago to Calcutta;
it is only 4809 miles from Paris to Caleutta,

That is a difference of over 6.000 miles
on a round trip to each of these destinations;”
each in areas where bombing may be urgently
required in event of World War 111 That
extra 6,000 miles means. 10 the Air Force
planners. that only the extra long range
bombers can make the trip

To the bomber crews, it means less pay

load, and much less fighter support

To the American, it means that more of
the expensive military equipment he's been
paying for will be destroyed, with less dam
age to the enemy
“Europe first”

Airwise, a makes

policy

sense. If our bases in Western Europe are
fost our Air Force, no matter how strong,
will be at a tremendous strategic disad
vantage

TAKE YOUR CHOICE

b\ou WEEKS the pundits shied away from
. forecasts as to who would get the Demo-
gratic nomination. This, they said was a free
forall. Anything could happen

Now the top political writers have watched
the preliminaries, and each is crawling out
a different limb.

Last night Drew Pearson. perhaps miffed
because he hedged a bit on predicting Eisen

onto a limb

hower's viclory, came out flatfooted It's
£0ing 10 be Kefauver, he says

David Lawrence has it figured out too
Theyll ballot away hopelessly a few times.
then there'll be that e#l to Springfield. and
Governor Stevenson may be drafted

The Alsop brothers know the score. too
Vice-President Barkley has the all important
nod. they say. from the White House .

Yup, this is a freeforall, and anything

can happen

THE STATE LOSES A LEADER

[ R CLYDE A ERWIN came into the state
education picture in 1834 when he was
appointed Superintendent of Public Instrue
tion. North Carolina was sl in the grip of

the depression. and the mere preservation of

its school system in # time of decreasing
revenue was a formidable task

But North Carolina had made up its mind
that. no matter what happencd the schooly
would be kept open. and that prozress would
be maintained toward a system that would
give every child i every one of the 100

counties an equ
ard The task of

" n most es but always
firml; {:{ biennial Rattles with the Ad
visory et Commission and the General

were waged

st

ently. And through the vears. Dr Frwin led
a crusade to educate the adults of North
Carolina to the need for a better education
system for their children

He was no' tinist  On the contrary
it often appeared Thal he went ‘out of the
way to avod entanglement in major policy

controversies But he had a full measure of

ploneerinz spiit and it was during his
18 year adminsstration that the school term
was lensthened from eight to nine months
and the span from 11 to 12 years And during

t time the budget soared from $19 mil
\ to $103 million i the current fiscal
year In the expansion of the
school bus transportation system. today the
largest in the nation. the provision of
rental textbooks and the inauguration of the
school lunch program

pace were

Clytle Erwin was a faithful public servant,
and his untimely death at 55 on Saturday
was a heavy loss to North Carolina

HISTORY ’NEATH A CAROLINA MOON

’]‘\' HEELS hav

d piece on the

With the addition this year of Thunder

land. at Asheville and Horn | West

at Boone, to Uto These“Hills at ('hrmkce
3 ¢ open air dra

ticket sales for

expected to t
will mean an income
J fauch of which

back into productions put into sch
or used to repay confident an

local citizens who put ap the cash when a
production was but a g

the, eves of

Paul
Musician Lamar St
tor Sam Selden, or Mis. B. W
at Boone.

Stallings up

These productions have a lot to do in mak-
ng North Carolina’s $350 million tourist
business the third largest industry in the
state. More than that, theyre a wonderful

1

of preserving and teaching the state's
istory. while affording capable local
ors an outlet for their talents When one
*hese dramas neath a Caro.
gets his history easily (and

along with some darned
It's a wonderful way 1o spend

n one of
lina moon. he
straight)
good theater
an eveni

takes

The GOP platform calls for “a Constitu-
tional amendment providing equal rights for
en and women” Good idea. We men have
n discriminated against too. long.

be

We've just read major portions of a series
of articles on shy we are lagging behind the
Soviet Union in the matter of air.power. It
boils down to the simple fact that the most
productive country in the world isn't build
g enough auplanes—Greenville Piedmont

From Tanganyika comes the report of a
strange creature which the natives have
smamed Agogwe, or “litte furry man” The
report doesn’t go Into detail as to when the
little furry man makes his appearance, but
Monday is a good guess.—Montgomery (Ala.)
Advertiser.
/

1541 miles from Paris to Moscow. |

Cost Of Politics Rising,
And Public Pays The Bill

By MARQUIS CHILDS

CHICAGO

JITH the costly trapping of one

big political circus replaced by

another. it may occur

most * gullibl

Citizen.
b

of course. i« that in the last analy

the citizen who foots the

Along with everything else, the
t of politics has been going up
t ix not just wflation that has
pushed the spending sky high. As
more and more power is concen
trated in government, it becomes
ever more vital lo contesting pres

e groups to exert all possible in
fluence on the seat of power w
is the federal government in Wash
ington So the money is poured in
with the expectation that special
considerations will come out

Just how much was spent on the
lengthy pre-convention campai
waged by Sen Robert A Taft
will never be known, But in all
probability it was most
“Xpensive campaign of its kind in
American political
bitious political s
well to try to compute what was

just

spending by the Eisenhouor
could not have
Particularly
cimoney was po
y with a flood
newspaper
the country
bered that political spending fol
lows the iceberg analogy inasmuch
as what can he visibly computed
represents only a small part of
what is actually@but out

Backing the ca¥didacy of Gen
Douglas MacArthur during the
vention was the Texas oil
billionaire 1 L Hunt. One of the
drearier aspects of the Republican
shaw was the MacArthur “demon-
stration  which had all the fine
spontaheity of the drill team of
the Sons of | Will Arise lodge in
Rapahoose, Alabama.
PICKPOC S

Where and haw the “demunstra-
tors” had been dredged up was
anyone's guess. During the Mac-
Arthur demonstration one of the
Wisconsin delegates had his pock-
ets picked with professional skill

behind

d

of full
advertisements
And it must be remem

page
across

The demonstration went op even
though the enthusiasm of the dely-
gates was barely visible.*

The spending of the Democratic
candidates has not been on quite
such a lavisn scale There are,
however, plenty of evidences of
it. notably that two thirds lifesize
replica of the Oklahoma log cabin
in which Senator Kerr was born,
But

primaries and in cross
speaking tours the total may
as great as that poured out in the
sitter Republican contest

For the first time some 50 to 60
milion Americans are getting a
closeup look by way of television
of this strange method of choosing
the chief executive of the most
powerful nation in the world. The
deliberations 1o those watching
them for the first time must appear
about on the level of the argu-
ments in a Middle Eastern rug ba-
zaar. carried on with the kind
of distrastions that would seem
hardly conceivable outside a luna-
tic asylum

For these and allied. reasons it
ible that we may be
y last national conven-
s of this kind. deriving from a
when the choice

not s
America and th
Presidential primary

“A national
may b~ the

answer. although it woulo un
doubtedly xive vise to a numt  of
other problems and it miht

mean even grealer spending then
at present
VESTED INTERESTS PROFIT
Examined candidly the present
system must seem to give all the
advantages to the vested interest
with money to spend for a pur-
pose and private channels for rout-
ing that money to the candidate or
his agent. The citizen ready to
take a d vested part in poli-
d

ties is penalizec

A corporation exceutive can be
as disinterested as any public-spir
ited citizen so long as the
present system prevails — fierce-
Iy competing interesis in the bed
lam of a national convention — the
money Will come [ somewhere
And the donors will expect some

kmd nl compensation for their gen

Southern Democrats Have Heft
At Chlcago And Are Using It -

CHICAGO
SOUTH has the rest of the

Democratic Party in a tough
spot It's in a position 1o throw
its weight around It's doing that

At least five Southern state del-
egations an arrangement by
which. in effect they can zo home
if displeased with what happens
here and refuse to support the
party nominee and his platform

When the Southern States Right-
ers broke from the Democrats 1n
1948, splitting the party, they took
39 clectoral votes from President

Truman. He won anyway

This year the Democratic Party
— under no illusions .,n.m the kind
of fight 1t f the Repub.
licans. headed by Ge lumrnurr
— mav not be able o afford the
Inse of any Southern ele.toral
waire = S

Fisenhower w

o in some
Southern states i

wings o

Democratic Party stand firmly to
gether _ His chances will improve
if there raue spit or

even if the \ml(hl rners merely re.
turn home angry from Chicago
Since this convention has fo think
twice about irritating the Southern-
ers. it may try to mollify them
At this moment there's a todo

“aver the kind of civil nights plank

the convention will approve But
conventian aromises on crvil richts

have had practically no 2
That ix. i terms of promises
translated i action

Even thoush 1t wuis the elec-
tions, it's ol imnassible for

the Demacratic Party 1o pass eivil
laws i Con;

1 Thie convention can't tell the
% senators — made up of Repub
hicans. Northern Democrats and
Southern Democrats — what to do
in the U. S. Senate.

Drev; Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Senate rules are <o
4 in favor of the Southern
ewil rights dispute. that
they can filibuster to death prac-
anv attempt to pass civil
rights legistation

Both factions know the gigantic
difficulty of passing civil rights
laws. If there was a convention
bustup over civil ric a mat
ter of principie—on both sides—it

ould be understands The

Southerners  would  certamiy  bhe
consistent in their opposition for
the sake of principle

But

otherwise, there's nn prac-

tical reason for a convention hust
up on civil rights
almost
he

o vice of vhr-
ineuperable
of getting civil nvm. [
the Senate

It may he that

the Southern

leaders. knoving the South's im
ta_the party this year
put 4 dan on il

r
ights 1alk 1n the party platt

rm.
Renetition o it every four vears
has the effect of an irrjtant. keeps
the issue alive
Or it may be that. coolly know

ing how almost impossible 1t would
be to translate civil rights platform
promiscs into action. Southerners
are pushing to get other conces
sions from the convention

One of the most prominent Ne-
gro leaders here to fight for a
strong civil rights plank. expressed
belief Tast mzht it would be strong
hut maybe nol so strong as he'd

like

He was asked “Pulting the
whole business on a completely
practical basis knowing the dif-

ficulty of getting cvil rights legis
lation through the Senate, how to
vou think Congress next year or
be in your lifetime will do any-
thing about civil rights

His answer trailed
vagueness.

away in

“Isn’t There Some W ay To Filibuster A Convention?’

People’s

Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld
from publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

A Real Fight Ahead
Editars. Tur New
PITTSBORO
HE Chicago Republican convention s over and
the nominee 15 your choice As tu the nominee,
1 am like the mother of twelve children. She said
she did not t the thirteenth. but since it had as
rived she would not take a mullion dollars for it
If we can do no more than effect a change in Wash-
ington and preserve the two party system in this
eountry, all the wrangling prior to and at the con
vention and the fight ahead will not have been
van. But may | remind you that there is a real
fight ahead | shall do my bit_and | bespeak the
same of the editoria page of The Charlotte News
—JOHN W HESTER

Teach The Bible

CHARLOTTE

Editors. Tur News
AM surry Mrs Richey feels that Bible should
he taught i schools We have children

who go 1o schoal who never go to church. They
should be taught the Bible

Law requires school children 1o go to school and
if the Bible is taught it will help them out 1 know
twa Bible teachers here in Charlotte and know that
their lives are a shining hght May we always
have God's word taught in school to our children
everywhere

MRS. MAYME BARGER

Cab Licenses

CHARLOTTE

Editors. Tre News: L
N THE *Leters to the Editor” column in youf
paper last Mouday. vou published a letter re.
ceived from M B. Ellington charging in sub-
stance that the City Council discriminated against
Mr Elington and in favor of the Baker Cab
Company 1 the issuance of eab licenses. He

asserts the grounds for this purported discrimina-
ton as having been based upon prejudice and
the race issue

Mr. Ellington is misinformed 1 feel that the
implications and stztements made by him are not
fair to the City Council or to the Baker Cab
Company

The ordinances nl the City n[\ Charlotte pro-
vide that no pers aperate ) taxicab in the
wity, untess e has. first, obtained 8 certificate of
public convenye and necessity. These certit
ieates are required for the protection of the cit
wzens of Charlotte and to assure efficient manage-
we and financial responsibility
ordinance provides that any
a cab in the city on Jan

of war necessity of defcase transportation, would
automatically be enfitied to issyance of a certit

icate by the Council. This is talled the “grand-

father clause.

A cciling has necessarily been placed on the
number of certikicates #hich may be outstanding
at any one time in-Grder to keep the number of
cabs cperating on the city streets in line with pub- =
lic need. Therefore, to have a certificate authoriz-
ing operation of a cab, an operator must have been
issued a certificate under the “grandfather clause™
or purchased a certificate from an operator desun
g to discontinue the use of a cab.

The certificates under which the Baker Llh
Company nuw operates were not obtained as th
result of any discrimination or special favor on
the part of the City Council or otherwise. On the
contrary, the present certificates of Baker Cab
Company were procured as a result of the appie
cation of the “grandfather clause” or were pus
chased outright from operators holding certificates
in their own nafnes ~

What Mr. gton evidently does not realizs
is that the Baker Cab Company has purchased ad.
ditional certificates only after paying a very sug
stantial premium to the former holders of the
certificates.  For example. the Baker Cab Company
has recently increased its fleet by three 1952
model cabs (which fully cquipped cost appros-
imately a total of $7.000, but was unable to place
these cabs in operation until after it had expended
an additicnal $3000 to procure three certificates
from a former holder willing to reduce its fleet
by three cabs.

The public should understand that the suc.
ecessful operation of a taxicab company requires a
very substantial investment if the public s 1o
have the efficient and responsible service it de.
serves and needs. The public should also know
that the certificates of public convenience and
necessity have not been issued as a result of ar-
bitrary action of the City Council or as a result
of _any_“behind.the-scenes” influence, _but_as_ a
result of a very substantial outlay of money to
procure the required certificates {rom the former
holders.

CLIFF PASSONS
Manager, Baker Cab Co.

Blind -Loyalty Dangerous

Editors, ThE News,
ARROGA.’\‘T demagogues are preaching sermons”
of reactionary suicide in the name of con.
servative salvation. Progressive thinkers are being
branded as Communistic. Has America reached
the point where reaction is the only instrument
that can maintain Jer individualism® Is America,
because of a fear of communistic connotations,
destined to become a pation without recourse to
elf-improvement” )

A policy of being” ;w
touched by communism | 4l
Blind loyalty, minus a sedse of
which is necessary to plot a course through the
maze of chaos, 15 the greatest tragedy of this
age. It may well be the prelude to lhr world's great-
est calamity, the collapse of democ

ROBERT F. \\ILLlA‘S

NEW YORK

Kefauver Threat A Factor Inlke's Win

CHICAGO

was nominated. For the main factor motivating Republican

a compulsory FEPC He voted against th

Taft Hartley Act,

F you had told ¥

one year ago that he would emerge with the top num
ber of delegates at the next
wauld have snorted with disbelief. Some of them are stil
snorting

This attitude, however. is solely confined to Washing.
ton and a few big cities where the political bosses had their
machines bounced off the track by Kefauver's crime expose.
In Washington, the attitude is based on something which
is all-important in the nation’s capital but not readily un
derstood elsewhere—seniority Young Estes Ketfuver has
been in Congress only twelve years. On the other hand, his
colleague. McKellar of Tennessee, is 85 years old and has
been in Congress for 35 years. And every time McKellar
passes young Kefavver in a Senate corridor, he curses.

Other Senatars do not curse. But some of them are
jealous. They do not realize that these are fastmoving
days when the American people are fed up with the old,
as witnessed by Eisenhower's nomination and by the sud-
den elevation of a political unknown, Nixon of California,
to the No. 2 spot on the Republican ticket.

Kefauver's Record

DERHAPS also they dont entirely appreciate the tact
that Ketauver has a magnificent voting record

shown more courage in facing racial problems than any

other Southern Senator. and had the vision to realuze

the danger of permitting an underworld to W 4( the

foundation of America.

On top of this, he has gone through an mw‘u
litical campaign, during which he hasn't made a lll‘lll!
mistake. Eisenhower, on the other hand. has made several.

Kefauver, meanwhile, did Eisenhower the biggest po-
litical {avr of his Life. He is the chief reason Eisenhower

A

stes Kefauver's colleagues in the Senate  delegates at thewr recent convention was that they badly
needed a winner And they knew. first from the Gallup
Democratic convention. they. pall. second from ther own political observauions, that

Kefauver could outpoll Taft in most of the pation. To
beat him they had to nominate Ewsenhower

Far they hzd seen Kefauver defeat President Truman
himself, plus an old and established Democratic machine
n New Hampshire v also saw him swamp the Demo
cratic orgamization in Ohio, even with a bunch of unknown
delegates: while 1n California they saw him roll up a vote
bigger than Governor Farl Warren. Agamn he did it by
bucking the old-line leaders of the Democratic Party using
a bobtail assortment of young and enthusiastic amateurs
that nobody had ever heard of.

In many respects. the novices who rolled up the votes
for Kefauver out in the sticks. were like the novices who
rallied behind Eisenhower in the same areas.

And Republican delegates. led by a shrewd nonama
teur, Tom Dewey. sensed the need for a change plus the
danger of being defeated by a Kefauver.

Kefauver's Crime

FTER Estes Kefauver first started his New Hampshire
& campaign. he remarked to one of his advisers:

“I'm tired of talking about erime, | think | should
make some speeches on foreign policy
“Stick to crime, Estes, stick to crime.™

“that'’s what the people understand.
However, Estes has not stuck to crime, either in his
subsequent speeches or in his earlier record in C

replied the ad-
viser X

Congress.
That record is me uhu:h shows up well under the most
muﬂl microscoj a Southerner, Kefauver voted

or the Irvmul nu lmhu:l bill. He also voted to
:holuh the poll tax, though be did not vote for cloture or

at a time when it took courage to do so—unlike Senator
Russell who voted to override the Presidential veto but
now says Taft-Hartley should be abolished. He has alsa
campaigned against the monopoly of war contracts to a
few big companies and led an investigation to aid smal
business. He had the courage to circulate a petition in the
House to get the Taft-Wagner housing bill out of the Rules
Committee, and finally helped to get it pi

He has been a leader in backing the President on
foreign affairs and defense. And while a member of the
House of Representatives, he wrote a book “The 20th Cen-
tury Congress,” carefully diagnosing our current legisla.
tive system

Reasons For Crime Probe

\\)\E of these. of course, has received the publicity of
“% the Kefauver crime probe. Some of his Senatorial
colleagues regarded the latter as a publicity stunt, though
actually it took twelve months of backbreaking inrk plug
four months of persuasion to get the crime probe author-
ized by the Senate

Even the Republicans. who. in the end. benefited po-
litically, were at first opposed. | talked with the Ten
nessee Senator many umes during the days when he was
trying to persuade hus colleagues to let him investigate
crime. He saw clearly. as few others did, that the under-
world had built up powerful syndicates which were taking
over hotels. dominatinz certain labor unions, dictating
what ice companies, what laundries, what brand of beer
should be used in the restaurants of certain cities.

But that crime probe is why certain politicos in New
York, Kansas City, Chicago, Boston, Los Angeles, do not
want Estes Kefauver as President. They know that in-
stead of a twelve.month investigation they would be in hot
water for four years.




