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CHUG, CHUG, CHUG GOES THE STEAMROLLER

UST as. everyone expected, the welllubri-

cated Taft steamroller started chugging
away in Chicago yesterday.

First the Taft-dominated Republican Na-
tional Committee overrode the 3-2 recom-
mendation of its special committee. and
banned any television, radio or recorded
sccounts of its deliberations on disputed
delegates.

Then the commiltee voted to seat the
strong proTaft delegation from Florida

Then Senator Eugene Milliken of Colorado,
one of the staunchest isolationists in the
whole GOP camp, appointed himself chair-
man of the subcommittee drafting the for-
eign policy plgnk for the 1952 campaizn

And just before all this happened. the
list of speakers for the GOP convention was
announced. In addition to the fivestarred
keynoter, General Douglas MacArthur, the
list contained such backward looking Repub-
licans as ex-President Herbert Hoover, Sen-

ator Styles Bridges of New Hampshire, Sen-
ator James P. Kem of Missouri, former Sec-
retary of War Pat Hurley, Senator Harry
Cain of' Washingten, and that grest Ameri-
can, Senator Joe McCarthy of Wisconsin,
whose oneman smear campaign has received
the benign blessings of Senator Taft In all
the list of 17 speakers. there was no yeast
1o leaven the dough

Oh, well, this was in the cards. Son Rob-
ert learned how to run a steamroller from
Papa Taft, and everybody anticipated such
shenanigans in the early stages of the con-
vention. When the fight branches out on the
convention floor. it will be a different story.
There the American people will be able to
see and hear the steamroller in action And

Af their sense of fair play is as strong as we
think it is. and f their judgment is as
g00d as we believe 1t 1o be the Taft tactics

will backfire—just as the Taft steamroller
in 1912 reversed itsell and flattened the
engineer.

BIG BROTHER BYRNES KNOWS BEST

.]@DAY, when we were pointing out
to Southern Democrats that they no
longer have the dorhinant volce in national
party councils, we had in mind an answer
to continued rebuffs by the national admin-
istration, i. e. a shift of allegiance to the
Republican Party.

Before the final edition of Tz Nxws was
deposited on your doorsteps, South Carolina’s
Governor James F. Byrnes was sounding off
on the same topic at the governors' confer-
ence in Houston. But what the wily and
adroit Mr. Byrnes has in the back of his head
is quite a different proposition.

‘What Jimmy Byrnes proposes is this. Pres-
idential electors in South Carolina, Georgia,
Texas, Mississippi and Louisiana will not be
selected until after both national conventions
nominate their Presidential candidal
Byrnes said the Democratic electors of his
state “can -vote for who they please”, and
added that they “retain their independence
until they see who is the candidate of the
Republican Party and what he stands for."

In other words, the South Carolina gover-
nor is not at all concerned about the collec-
tive opinfon of the volers of. South Carolina
—and Georgia, and Texas, and Mississippi,
and Louisiana. Doesn't matter one bit to him
what they think about Presidential candi-
dates. They will "just vote obediently for the
Democratic electors, and the electors in turn

will vote just as Mr Byrnes wishes them
fo vote, be it Democratic, Republican, or
Dixiecratic.

This is a super.relinement of George Or-
well's “Big Brother” technique. In this case,
Big BPother Byrnes is not only watching over
his 1ittN people. he is also planning how to
cast their vote for their President Big
Brother knows best, in other words, what is
good for the people. The people, obviously,
are not competent to deeldr what is best for

0
their own interests.

The Byrnes scheme is the complete self-
denial of the democratic ideal. It would de-
molish the whole concept of the frée ballot.
It would turn the election of the U. S.
Presidency over 1o a crew of hand-picked
electors who presumably are blessed with
such superior wisdom that they should be
permitted to fashion the political destinies
of their people.

Had Governor Byrnes threatened to vote
Republican himself, and to urge Southerners
1o do so in the event the Democratic nominee
is “unacceptable”, we would cheer him on.
But so long as we have faith in the free
exercise of the ballot and in the intelligence
and discrimination of the average American
voler, we shall oppose strenuously a reversion

to the antiquated and undemocratic proce-.

dure that Byrnes has put forward.

DEMOCRACY CAN'T WIN THIS WAY

WAS blistering hot last Saturday, so hot
that many Mecklenburgers who had not
deserted to the mountains or the seashore
@idn't bother 1o vote. And in e late after-
noon, a thunderstorm blew up. It may have
deterred some hundreds or thousands who
had planned to vote near the end of the day.
Whatever the reason, Mocklenburg let
down one of its most distinguished rosidests.
Judge Willthm H. Bobbitt, an eminently de-
serving candidate for the N. C. Supreme
Court, lost the primary race to Judge R.
Hunt Parker. At last tally, the difference was
Jess than 3,000 votes.

On Saturday, just 13615 Mecklenburg
Demperats voted in the Supreme Court pri-
mary. They favored Judge Bobbitt over-
whelmingly, 12513 to 1.102. Had four or
five thousand more Democrats out of a reg-
istered total of more than 62,000 gone to the
polls., the Charlotte man would have been
nominated. The vote actually cast repre-
sented less than 7 per cent of the total pop-
ulation of the County

Dr. Roma S. Cheek. Duke Uni.
versity b\lnmnl scientist. reported o a sur-
vey of 400.000 adults in the fourounty area
of Durham, Alamance. Guilford and Orange.
She found that more than 63 per cent of the
eligible voters “refused to play the game of

CONGRESS GOES ON A

HE frenzied period right before adjourn-

ment is the worst possible time for Cone
gress to consider spending measures. Yet
this year. because of its own procrastination
and its jag of investigating, Congress finds
tself faced with the greatest appropriation
log-jam in all history.

‘The log-jam contains roughly $60 billion in
spending bills. The House is in somewhat
better shape than the Semate. Up to this
week, it had voted to spend some $61 bil-
lion. and still had some $13 billion to go.
The Senate, thanks to the obstinacy of its
senile Appropriations Committee Chalrman,
Kenneth McKellar, had voted to spend only
some $15 billion. It had a long, long way
to go

When appropriations bills are handled in
such an irresponsible fashion, the picture
of governmental finances becomes hopelessly
obscured. Regular procedures are done awa;
with. Monstrous appropriations totaling bil-
lions of dollars are whooped through without
adequate debate. The House votes one figtire,
the Senate another (usually higher), and
then the differences have to be adjusted by
conference committees.

.1t’s all_donein-one big-mad rush.: Mem-

bers are anxious to get away before the con-—

vention season officially opens. They button-
hole each other in cloak-rooms. They swap
wotes. They forget all their pious promises
of economy. Pressures for more billions mul-
tiply. Finally, as one measure after another
is rammed through, the log-jam breaks, and
the gigantic flood of tax dollars is turned
Joose.

democracy” for these reasons:

3 (-fnenl Imhﬂerln(‘t—ﬂ per cent.
. Neglec inten to vote but

Disbehel

nt
m women's voting—53 per

L.
Insufficient
cent

legal residence—7 per

Iliness—5 per cent.
6 ln-drquno mlomllh‘m about the elec-
tion—4 per

7 Absence from city—4 per cent.

Then came the shocker. Dr. Cheek said
she had based her poHl on the red-hot 1950
primary and general election when the
Smith-Graham fight_pulled out one of the
biggest votes in the state’s history.

If less than 37 per cent of the eligible
voters took part in that sizler, it is under-
standable why less than 21 per cent of the
registered Democrats turhed out for the sec-
ond primary here Saturday. But the fact that
it is understandable does not minimize what
Dr. Cheek calls the greatest threat to democ-
racy—“internal weaknesses and fallures”.

Judge Bobbitt lost an election. but the
people of Mecklenburg County, and indeed
of all North Carolina, lost another big round
in the battle to improve and strengthen our
dentocratic institutions.

SPENDING SPREE

This newspaper has been highly crﬂlul
of President Truman's

Louisiana

Honest Convention Imperative

Hayride

Will The GOP Commit Suicide?

By BEN HIBBS
(An Editorial From The Saturday Evening Post)
THFRF are times when the Republican Party
seems beset with a curious suicidal tendency.
In 1948, the s assum that

herents obviously read only what they want fo be-
lieve about the General—as has been demonstrated
by the mail NGl has come into our offices
daily stream of abuse by such organs as the
Chicago Tribune and the mouthings of such pygmy

the election was “in the bag” Candidate Dcwey
failed to put on the kind of fighting campaign
that was needed, and when the big day came n
November a great many local G.O.P. workers sat
on their hands. and several mnhon Republican
voters didn't botfier to go to the pol

This year the party has been ‘pm wide open
by its bitterest preconvention fight since 1912.
An infamous smear campaign has been conducted
against one of the two leading candidates, the
technique of the “big lie” has been employed,
and power politics and trickery have been used
1o Sew up state delegations. Whether the breach
|h-l has been created by these stupidities can be
led depenids to 3 large extent on what hap-
pnu at the- Chicago convention, which begins
next Monday, Ii\the convention is fairly and hon-
estly run, giving both Taft.and Eisenhower the
equal chance to which they are entitled, the party
may be able to mend its torn fences and go on
to victory in November. On the dther hand, if steam-
roller tactics are used to crush the chances of the
ex-soldier who is vastly admired by a great many
millions of Americans, the G O.P. probably will
have to content itself with the minority role in
national politics for many years to come.
Shortly after the New Hampshire primary last
it became evident that Eiscnhower
serious contender for the nomination, an un-
believable campaign of vilification and vituperation
was started against the General. We have in our
offices a file of the vicious. petty stuff that was
circulated in an attempt to stop him cold. He was
called a sick man despite the fact that his health
is superb, he was called a Communist despite the
fact that the leading Communist publication in
America was lambasting hum regularly: his patriot-
ism was denied. even the roligious belicfs of his
devdBit parents were questioned. These and dozens
of other equally ridiculous charges were sown
broadcast agamnst a man who will go down m
history as one of the really great American heroes
and patriots. Belicving that Semator Taft is an
honorable man, we feel sure he had nothing to do
with this smear campaign. But the damage to the
party was done. The breach was opencd and grew
with each passing day.

Tur. smear campaign probably was conducted
largely by the {ringe lunatics, but there was an-
other phase of the campaign—the campaign of dis-
tortion—which was conducted by more adroit men
was more effective because these men knew
hew 1o clothe their calumnies with plausibility.
Spearheaded by a number of isolationist news-
papers, these people pictured General Fisenhower
as a man of socialistic tendencies, a New Dealer
or Fair Dealer, a pational wastrel and the architect
of much that has gone wrong in the world since
the end of World War Il Yet everyone who has
taken the trouble to study Eisenhower's speeches
and papers knows that his belicfs are the beliefs
of a sound Kansas Republican’ He does believe,
again soundly, that we must guard our frontiers
abroad, as well as at home: it was this conviction,

_/has objected time and again to his mnuu
for new spending authority. Even so, we
must admit that the President and his huge

 Budget Bureau plot their moves ecoolly and
calculatingly. They have been alert to seize
the offensive whenever the opportunity pre-
sented itself.

Not so the Congress. Despite repeated
warnings from its more level-hesded mem-
bers, Congress has refused so far to equip
itself with the machinery lur handling ap-

which he has voiced courageously, that brought
about the campaign of distortion.
however, too many Talt ad-
’
Drew Pearson’s

s the ineffable B. Carroll Reece have
had their e"ttL And the breach “l the party lines
has been still further widened. If there has been
any similar campaign of misrepresentation about
Senator Taft from the Eisenhower camp, we have
not seen it. -

Then came the final preconvention move to
take the nomination by force. This me¥e was made
through the ragtag Republican organizations which
still control party affairs in some of the Southern
states. In Texas, for example, which is so strongly
Eisenhower country that many political observers
believe the General could actually carry the state
into the Republican column in Nevember, the fraud-
ulent strategy of the state organization, which con-
trolled the stateconvention machinery, was so
brazen that the Dallas Morning News called upon
Senator Taft ta repudiate the action of the Texas
convention. Eisenhower delegates to the state con-
vention, legally elected in the precinet and county
meetings, were in an overwhelming majority, but
the machirfe simply denied them seats and elected
a slate of Taft delegates to the national copven-
tion. :

The rank and file of Republican voters in *

Texas—and there is a surprisingly large and
growing number of them in that Southern state—
are up in arms over this miscarriage of our demo-
cratic system. In Louisiana, somewhat similar
methods were used with similar results, And 1a
view of the fact that the delegations from these
two states, if scated. might well cast the deciding
votes at Chicago, the chicanery of the Republi.
can machines in Texas and Louisiana assumes

enormous  importance.
S ATOR Taft's forces will largely control the
convention machinery at Chicago. If they
choose to use their power unfairly. seating illegal
delegations by the steam-roller method and other-
wise misusing this immense advantage to destroy
a highly popular candidate, the breach in the
party will not be healed this year, and perhaps not
for many years, We repeat: We think Senator Taft
is an honorable man, and, for the good of his party
and the good of the country. we earnestly hope
he will take the positibn that he wants the nomi-
nation only if farrly gained.

Morcover. we hope that the Eisenhower forces
will restrain their unbounded enthusiasm and not
attempt any blitz tactics such as were employed
the Willkie convention. We live in the most critical
times this country has ever faced, and the de-
cision on the Presidency must Be made not only
honestly but without hysteria

We believe, as we said in our May 3, issue,
that Eisenhower is the American bast fitted for
the Presidency. that he has the qualities of leader-
ship this country so urgently needs. We also believe
that if the nominafion could be made by 4 com-
plete and fair referendum of Republican voters
throughout the country, he would win hands-down.
We think he sxultl be nominated.

We recognfe that millions of fair- n,?nud
ple will disagree with the belie(s stated, i
above paragraph. But we don't think any
lican who has the welfare of his party at heart
can disagree on the critical necessity for an honest
and open convention at Chicago.

New Outdoor Drama At Boone
- Exalts Struggle For Freedom

REINEMER
Associate Editor, The News

mﬁm“-ﬁhﬁ-
u-h(ur
-ahhlmndenhy

Boose this -nzlc

§ ) to Sam:
see “Horn In The West” will profit
-

ys.
He will cool off. Shawls and coals

rking lot adjoining

amphitheater, feels the air of in-
formal efficiency which marks the
new historical drama. He walks
down the, rhododendron-flanked
trail to comfortable and well-ele-
vated seats. And as for the pageant
itself, the scenes move swiftly —
‘atauga Valley, Hillsboro, Mor-
ganton, South Carolina with
never a hitch or delay because of
the use of three adjoining stages.

1t is difficult to believe that but
a few weeks of practice pi
the premiere last week-end. For
“Horn In The West” has the mark
of exceptional organization,
on and off stage, for which Direc.
tor Kai Jurgensen of the Univer-
sity of Naﬂ.h Carolina can take
much e

Author K(rml( Hunter has been
faithful to history in the frame-
work of his story. The central fig-
ure, Geoffrey Stuart, is fictional,

ation of the settlers has its counter.
is

days has its analogy today. But
the lesson lrned Dr. Stuart
seems to
suffe The

well-ordered existence, the stable
society, is not necessal
llrlhh one. The future belongs to

ose who hear that “born in the
W!l!," which Dan'l Boone said
sounded like “a steer's horn off
of Grandfather Mountain."” It is the
voice of Freedom, more important
than Peace.

U.S. Air Forces In Korea
Reinforced Heavily By Jets

By JOSEPH &

WASHINGTON
THE American air forces.in Ko-
el assive
selnsorcements of jet fighters and
- fighter bombers. The planned rein-
forcement will increase the over-
all strength by nearly 40 per cent
and the strength in jet planes by
an even higher percentage.
This great and painful effort is
a response to a corresponding re-
inforcement of the Communist air
force above the Yalu. Until recent-
ly, the Communist aif units in a
position to participate in the Ko-
rean fighting were estimated to
thousand jet fighters. In recent
wecks, at least 200 and more prob-
ably 300 new jet fighters have been
added to this Communist force.
Furthermore, the strengthening
of the Cwmmunist air force has
been accompanied by other signs
even more disquieting, although
less clearly defined for public con-
sumption.

“The Russians.” it is
who will discuss the -uhk«
re taking a far more overt
part.” Reports are circulating that
the Communist Air Force in the
Korean theater now includes Rus-
sian units which have

havis i ia
Other reports suggest the appoint-
ment of an over-all Soviet Air Com-
mander. In any case, while the
form of this more overt Soviet
participation is not precisely de-
fined, the fact is quite un
puted, .
All this does not mean, of course,
that new trouble in Korea is now
to be regarded as a certainty, or
eveu as robability. For one
hing, so far as is known, the re-
lnlm't!mﬂlll of the Communist air
power do not yet include jet fight-
fr bombers. With really fast fight-
r bombefs (which one must re-
memhtr could be sent into Mlnehw
ria at the last minute), the Com:
,munists could make a pretty hlr
stab at neutralizing the American
forward airfields in the Seoul area.
But with the obsolete medium

heavily against them in any such

muupu

we occupy the Seoul air-
fields, the Communist air units will
find it very difficult to prepare

STEWART ALSOP

and use their own airfields in North
Korea. And without these forward
air bases of their own, the short
range Communist MIGs cannot
easily challenge our supremacy in
the air over the battle lines.

A is the” curiously
conflicting  character of other
evidence, Take, for example, two
reports sent in recent months by
the recently transfes Indian
Ambassador to Peking, Sardar M,
Panikkar. In one, he quoted a
Chinese Communist official
as saying that “when the tigress
has its paw n the trap, you do
not let it go.” The implication
was, obviously, that the Chinese

Communists feared the United
States and thought jt wise to keep
this country continuously involved
in Korea. This would e out
both a Korean settiement and a
risky intensification of the Kcrean
fighting.

On the other hand, when the
truce negotiations broke down for
the last time. Panikkar sent an-
other and seemingly contradictory
report. It will be recalled that
the cause of the breakdown was
fhe unexpectedly large.number of
Chinese and North Koreans voting
against repatriation,

When the breakdown happened,
Panikkar relayed a seemingly au-
thoritative Chinese suggestion that
we compromise by keeping the

and -se: nht

prisoners had voted almost
31 against going bome, forcibly
driving them back to their fate
was rather too steep a rise .hvo
principle. Yet the Chinese p

%21 Boked like proof of 4 gemine
desire to end e
In short, anyone who seeks to

forecast the future in Korea (or
in Berlin and several other places,
for that matter) is undertaking an
impossible and lnolllh lnilnmcnl
But by the , anyone
'ho prelend.l That there 15 not

in Korea' (as well
n In Brimn and several other
places) is being uuouuuy com-
placent. Hn\lt\!r painful the ef-
fort may be, the American air re-
inforcement is undoubtedly justi-
fied, and it will reduce the dan-
ger to the extent that such dan-
gers can be prepared-
ness.

Merry-Go-Réund

WASHINGTON

T}IO“: who know the inside on several State Depart-

t errors recently are beginning to wonder how

our fumbling diplomats have been able to keep the US.A.
out of war as well as they have.

Boner after boner has.been pulled by State Depart.

ment men. which, with the common sense of a railroad

sensibly. Its com.
mittees are not adequate to their tasks. And
the individual Congressman, faced with in-
credibly vast and complicated spending bills,
can only vote blindly for them, or lash out
blindly against them. In neither case can he
act intelligently. '

Sooner or later the American people will
realize that the spendthrifts in Washington
are not the planners, not the bureaucrats.
not the welfare staters, not the socialists, not
the President. not any of the pet targets that
are so regularly impaled by the darts of
hypocritical economyites.  The real spend-
thrifts-are~the members-of .the U. §.-Con-
gress who, given the power over the purse,
have miserably failed to exercise it.

An Ohio man picked a chicken in 40 sec-
onds. But.many a soldier beats that record
‘when he goes to town on a pass.—Kingsport
(Tenn.) Times.

could have been prevented. Here are the
three

latest:
1. The Lattimore Snafu could have been softened
even at the last moment when Michael McDermott, State
Depirtment press officer. was asked if it wasn't true that
the Department frequently acted on rumors in banming
¢itizens from foreign travel

Grandiloquently replied McDermott: “The State De-
partment does not take action on fantasies or inanities

Yet. in the Lattimore case that was exactly what the
State Department did.

2. For months the State Department has had in s
hands amazing details of how the China Lobby has been
trying to buy. bribe, and subvert American foreign policy.
Yet it's done nothing. Now Senator McCarran, worst
State Deplrlmrnl enemy, hus moved in with a seeret
probe “State Department witnesses:

s !‘lilurr to notify-the British mrthe Yalu Dam bomb-
ings is one of the most nonsensical boners in years. It
was such a cockeyed comedy of errors that it's unbe-
lievable. Here is a play-by-play account of what hap-
pened. 3

Lord Alexander’s Rug
FOR weeks Churchill's government had been getting
some rough criticism from the Laborites over lack of
co-operation in Korea. So Lord Alexander, British Min-

fster of Defense. went to Tokyo to iron things out. Lord
Alexander got along beautifully with Gen, Mark Clark, told
everyone that we Were doing a fine job. and that
Anglo-American cooperation couldn’t be better.

He was planning to make a glowing report to this
effect on his return to London. But. while in Washington
en route home. he had the rug pulled out from under him.

The Defensc Department telephoned Acting Secretary
of State David Bruce to say that General Clark had ad-
vised that he was about to bomb the hydroeléctric dams.

“I assume the British are being notified,” was Bruce's
comment.

“1 assume so." was the Pentagon's reply.

But neither one did anything about the, assumption.
They went serencly about the humdrum routine of Wash-
ington without even bothering to pick up the phone
and notify Lord Alexander who was a few blocks away.

Dean Acheson, at that ‘particular time, was on a plane
bound for London. It was not his fault. His Undersecre-
tary of State, Bruce, who n responsible for more
than one bad bomer in the past, was in charge.

The Septembler Agreement

As o Tegal necessity of nolilying the British, therw are
‘mited opinions. ™ ign Morrison ~ hatt

stopped in Washington en route to Ottawa last September

at which time two agreements were made regarding

Korea.
ma-u-mofmbonuumnhmm

- State Department Survives Master Boners

Strictly lpellllll. it was not necessary to notify IM
British—if the t talks broke off. But there is a
ference of nmmon to whether the truce lllll ll‘l
broken off or merely bogged down. Furthermore, Foreign
Secretary Morrison understood London was to be nommi
even though this understanding was never reduced U
writing.

‘The easiest solution obviously was to pick up the
phone and_call4serd Aknnder—emully since he per
sonally théfght the dams should have been bombed.

ason for General Clark's desire to bomb the dams
was lmpoan About three weeks ago he got worried
that the Reds were _ready to launch a new offensive. He
feared they were using the truce talks as a blind for l
sneak attack. On one occasion the Communists threw 1.
000 troops into a savage battle to renm T-Bone Hill lnd
it was obvious that the Chinese
find a weak spot in U.N. lines.

It was at this pomt that Clark and General Van Fleet
decided to knock out the power dams. These dams has
provided the power for the Communist radar network
that directs enemy fighters and artillery. They also feed
electricity to most of the war mdm(ry of nmthum

Clark asked permission of the ~Joint~Chiefs  of

in Washington to bomb the 1 and“got an OK !\ll
the State Department, whose joB it is to handle all com.
munications with the British Embassy, blithely “assumed”
the British had been notified.

When Acheson, arrived in London, learned of the
boner, h his Bmcl and

truce negotiations broke down, such as
cuuc«m.l o(thnowmunml

The other a list of targets he would hmb if the
truee talks broke off. This list included the hydroelectric

e
me hlm a hl'hb undiplomatic bawling out. Then he ar-

k with 200 Bnlhh members of Parliament,
it 'hkh hc dni a bang-up job of explaining the tragedy of
errors.




