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A BOOST FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT ¢

LONG-OVERDUE step toward more effi-

This
panions affecting the Treasury and Justice
Departments, are similar to the Bureau of
Internal Revenue plan which became law Iast
month. They cannot be amende. They
unless voted down by either

country. Prospective postmasters must pass
Civil Service tests, but the person. getting

job—not by sny means. The postmaster is
selected frum a list of three eligibles, usually
after consultation between the Congressman

approved by Senators are often those who
the legislators feel will do them the most
good politically.

The extent to which fhis system is abused
‘was revealed a year or $0 ago in Mississippl.
Senator Hoey's investigations ittee
found that disabled veterans had to pay local

politiclans as much as $1,000,
cash on the barrelhead, to obtain posts pay-
\ing $3.300 annually, positions for which these
men had legally established their qualifica-
tions.

Plan No. 2 would have the
Postmaster General appoint first, second and
21438 of them.
Senate confirmation not be required.

It is the opinion of the Citizens Committee
for the Hoover Report, which has long rec-
ommended this change, that this plan is the
real McCoy, substantially as recommended in -
the Hoover Report, although the Commission's

lawyers are carefully studying the fine print.
It ©§ the Committee’s impression that the
merit system would be fully retsined. Thus
the Postmaster General could not make
political plums out of appointments even if
he so chose, and the Congressmen would
have to get their fingers out of what is now
a juiey plum pudding.

This is definitely good news in the field
of governmental reorganization. For two years
a bill providing for essentially the sam
changes has been bottled up in the Post
Office & Civil Service Committee headed by
Senator Johnston of South Carolina. We can
now expect to hear the cries of disgruntled
Congressmen, as they tear into the plan,
just as they tried, unsuccessfully, to defeat
the BIR reorganization easure. The louder
they shout the more one may realize the
extent to which this plan will decrease C
gressional influence—most of it bad—In the
post offices.

The other two reorganization plans sub-
mitted yesterday, although of less impor-
tance, also appear meritorious. More jobs,
those of customs collectors and U. S. mar-
shals, would be taken out of politics. And
some 50 customs jobs, some of them
anachronisms dating back to 'colonial days,
would be abolished. The abolition of useless
Federal jobs is always in the good news
department—in fact, it's strictly big news in
itself. -

When the President spoke to the Jeffer-
son-Jackson Day dinner his announcement
that he would not be a candidate for re-
election overshadowed one of his statements,
which was: i

“@am going to send up more (reorgan-
fration) plans to Congress soon—to put
more 'ed

He should have sent them long ago, but
at Teast he's kept his word. Now the burden
is upon Congressmen, who also profess de-
sire for better government. They can prove
their sincerity by approving—or merely not
disapproving—these plans.

SEVEN YEARS AGO TOMORROW

EVEN years ago tomorrow, hundreds of

Charlotteans gathered in silence and °

sorrow around the Southern Railroad depot.
It was around midnight, yet the most singular
thing about the entire incident was that
there were 5o many babies and young chil-
dren. It was as if the people correctly sensed
the impact of history and instinctively felt
that they wanted their children to witness
the drama. The train slowed down as it passed
through the station. It carried the body of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

of the men and women watching
the trali” pass by shed unashamed tears.
They were far from alone in this deep
mourning. They did not only gather at rail-
road depots, They came from farms and
towns just to stand beside the track and
catch a glimpse of the funeral train.

The Associated Press reported that people
stood beside railroad tracks in far off
Arkansas and Idaho just to wave “good-bye™
at a passenger train. It was as if the vibration
of the tracks everywhere in America was
enough to give one the sense of great loss.
And it was a tremendous loss, a moment
“when history seemed to stop and take
another breath.” For one week there was a
truce on all controversy concerning this most
controversial of all men. In all the editorials,
eulogies, and tears, one main factor stood out
sbove a) the rest, and that was the feeling
thit we, who lived in his day, were part of a
great historical drama ing this man.

was while President, his figure is already
beginning to stand above controversy and bit-
terness, and it will not be too long ere it
rises even above party lines. It may yet be
a remote possibility, but the pattern is already
taking shape. Just as the Democrafs on occa-
sion lay claim to Abraham Lincoln, it is not
outside the realm of possibility that the day
may come soon when the Republicans may
claim FDR as one of their own.

A BOW FOR STASSEN

LITTLE BOW for Harold Stassen before

he returns to the cloistered halls of
Pennsylvania U. that he ought not to have
left.

Mr. Stassen made some rather desperate
bids for votes during his round of the pri-
maries. Despite his opposition to Federal
meddling he painted for New . Hampshire
voters' a glowing picture of how he Stassen,
if President, would pour Federal funds into
the sagging New England textile industry.
But he got few votes.

In Minnesota he offered to split all his
delegates with General Eisenhower, who
wasn't on the ballot. But after the votes were
counted Mr. Stassen didnt have a single
delegate to split.

Alfter Nebraska, where he was on the ballot
but was beaten by writeln candidates Taft

That this impression was correct is already
evident—only seven years after his death,
more has already been written about Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt than about any other mortal
figure in history excepting Lincoln and Na-
poleon, and the writing about FDR has barely
begun. As highly controversial as the man

and he should have seen the
light. But he stayed on in Illinois. There, in
one of his final speeches, he denounced Me-
Carthyism, an issue which he had previously
sidestepped.

You're going out a loser, Mr. Stassen, but
can walk sway proud that you shook off
Jumping Joe.

From The Winston-Salem Journal & Sentinel

TURN THE LIGHT ON N. C. LOBBYISTS

N ADVOCATING a stronger lobby for
teachers while the Legisiature is in ses-
sion at Raleigh, Forsyth's Representative, Joe
King, has helped to turn the spotlight on
bbies.

The more light the people can have on
that subject, the bettef it will be for good
government in North Carolina.

Tt was reported during the last session of
the General Assembly that a member of a
legislative, committee in an open hearing
publicly asked a lobbyist who was present if
it would be all right to report the bill under
consideration at the time.

Just how much influence do
exert on members of our General Assembly?
And just how do they do their work?

lobbyists during a session of any

feat of a bill to legalize slot machines.
By checking on the lobbyists back of this bill,
the newspaper was able to tell the people of
the state just who were trying te get it
through. So many. protests poured in from
good citizens all over the state that the bill
was beaten.

Legitimate lobbyists—and there are of
course many legitimate lobbyists who per-
form a real service for the law makers—
have nothing to fear when the light is
turned on their activities at Raleigh.

Only the lobbyists who prefer darkness
rather than light would object to publicity
on their work. ¢ <

A 72year-old El Paso plumber made his

words of the happy bridegroom, “good women
who didn't smoke or drink” Didn't have,
much stamina, either, we'd say—Carlsbad
(N. M) Current-Angus.

People’s Platform

muﬁuwmmm.uﬁ-mnmmmunm
trom publication.in the of the Editor. The News reserves the right to condense.

For Charlotte’s Young Airmen
CHAR!

=
Editors, Tuz News:
TBE Jaycees have just complefed a six months
course of model plane instructions for a group
of young boys between ages of eight and fourteen.
These classes held weekly for some 60 young model
enthusiasts covered complete basic principals of
aerodynamics from a simple glider to a* compli-
cated rubber-powered model. Now the Charlotte Ex-
change Club is going to instruct these youths
construction and flying of gas powered models.
The Jaycees have been flooded with requests from
church organizations, hospitals, Boy Scout and Girl
Scout troops for instruction in model planes.

Jackson Training Home officials have said their
boys are vitally interested in model aviation,

The solving of juvenile delinquency is brought
about by interesting the young generation in some-
thing constructive. The_ Junior Chamber of Com-
meree role in this worthwhile activity, as well as
the role of other organizations is merely the setting
up of-a constructive program for youth. Model
aviation represents a phase that has proven its

of our and

country,

We do not feel it s our responsibility to furnish
recreational facilities for such programs. We feel
that the Park and Recreation Commission is the
organization best equipped to provide for model fly-
ing facilities, although we realize that technically
speaking the Board may not be obligated to pro-
vide them. We shall always be glad to co-operate
with the Board and other organizations in following
the spirit of Charlotte’s young air enthusiasts, rather
than the letter of the law, thus to afford a sais-
factory fighd for the future airfaen. 5

COURTLAND JONES, President
Junior Chamber of Commerce

He Didnt Like It Here

Editors, TrE News:

DETEST Charlotte!!! So T left.
ving (alive, thank God) I beg of you
ce to vent my spleen.

Over four years ago 1 moved to the “‘Queen City”
from Atlanta, and established my headquarters
there. And in Charlotte 1 found the most cutthroat
businessmen, pseudo-society dames, and their
~spouses, and a whole city full of spoiled brats, puff-
ing on cigarettes at the tender age of fourteen (or
under) with their parents’, and with school officials"
blessings.

GREENSBORO

1 found your country clubs peopled with nouveat-
riche ex-ribbon clerks posing as the “400”, and in
their nescience believing they were doing a good
and passable job. ’

But most of all T abhor your radio and television
stations — especially the latter, One would think
that with four networks from which to choose the
station could get together and bring the video pub-
lic in your area decent TV. The local programs are

Drew Pearson’s:
Merry-Go-Round

‘WASHINGTON

DAN BOLICH, the No. 2 tax collector who bought $31
$350 mono-

led poverty when he testified

shirts and developed a special taste for
grammed handkerchiefs, ple

eadl
secretly before jonal investigators.,

Later, when Bolich was called to a public session -

of the’King tax-fraud subcommittee, he refused
on the ground of

llector told the i tors. ., and Mrs. Roul '
that committee-probers had the goods on him, he testi 4 €9 - outs come came his
fied freely in private. This column has now obtained + %nn Bad 0o mmm" atie o G . P omubes I $750 on t Truman's
tagy, o fhe Marst S sxaxiaation. i o Ve e i ol have Seciem ol 100 o o e s S
Two and a half years ago, this columnist, attempting use of all of the facilities that are ours. . . . t- ‘television set won by his youngest son,
to expose scindals in Internal Revenue, pointed to -Bolich ment was made, not in writing, but morally binding and Joseph, in a church raffle.
(Dec. 17, 1949) as an scquaintance of Gambler Frankie —forever will be, that Mr. Routzahn have a home Witk igitors Tolée hee 2
Costello and told how Bolich had killed prosecution of the us, which he does have.” PO B by m{vhadhn enough
biggest lax{raud case against Los Angeles gamblers— But, in public session, he refused to talk about his ot show “Nﬂﬁwtn
the Guaranty Finsnce Co. Anothér column fold how Bolich elderly fri and financial angel. the on income-tax returns during
to prevent in'a $6- “Have vou any other ed Agent d’”mﬂ"mn. Yet Bolich was then No. 2 man in
000,000 tax case Mid-Continent Petroleum. George Lemay, atter Bolich said he owed Routzabn $12,000 ge of enforeing the tax laws. ‘
This wes the Deputy of Internal Rev-  to $15,000. ,wmuﬂld&muﬂnmmm asked him: |
enue, later yevealed to have spent in five years. $63,000 “Only to Mr. Routzahn,” replied mpmmhmm
more than his Government salary. But a few minates Jater, he cl : “Ag it Is, T am YOUF as assistant mis
Mys i Fi ial Friend m"lwwlﬂl\h: mnm- t," blurted mﬂmwmx:-m-&m:&. be able to go the
say moment,” ™
teriops Financialirie| Bolich, “{hat Mrs. Bolich and 1 have never entertained, TRl B WEAt vaa Mg i DS et fhat e
due to my health, and 1 would appreciate it if he

Gmmmmm.uuu

but mentioned no monogrammed shirts or handker-

refi 0 answer
self-incrimination. But before he knew

@ certainly striving for a new low — and they are
cceeding 8

in a big way,

Your politics smell — all the way up here. Your
politicos will do to get their names in the
paper, especially Mr. Boyd.

The only Queen 1 associate with Charlotte (and
this gal was most certainly not a queen) is a woman
named Delilah, (Judges 16). Charlotte reminds me
of her — beautiful o look at, but treacherous to
associate with at any closer dhan 100 miles,

I've left, and I'm glad. Also, T shall stay gone.
D. D, MASTERS

Three Important People
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Taz News:
S 1am shut in trying to recover from a long
malady 1 have time on my hands and was
just thinking of three most important people W
appreciate.

e is your doctor, who tries to keep you
well, especially when you are lying flat on your
back in the hospital and he comes by your bed
with a smile and asks how you feel.

Then there is the nurse who gives you medicine
and takes your temperature, and is good and kind
with a smile. She asks: “Is there anything I can
do to make you more comfortable?”

Then the minister comes in your room, shakes
your hand, and asks you how you feel and bows
his head and asks ‘God to give you strength to
bear your pain and to restore you to health .. .

May.God bless all of them.
MRS. MAYME BARGER.

Buried Street Car Tracks

Editors, Tae Nrws:
ECENTLY there has been a great deal of dis-
cussion about the transfer of ownership of the
city bus lines from the Duke Power Co. to a newly
organized company. These discussions cover rates,
z0nes, deficits, assets, and linbilities.

There is one factor that has been overlooked —
that is the strest.car tracks buried beneath the sur-
face of the streets, most likely a liability. The rails
are showing up now in places, and just as soon
as the wooden ties, used in most of the track, rot
out, and the paving breaks up, it will be the duty
of some organization to repave the streets at con-

CHARLOTTE

siderable expense — it is certainly not the re-
sponsibility of the City.
TAXPAYER
Editorial Appreciated
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tur News; 5

I WANT to thank you sincerely for your ediforial .

page. Especially am I grateful to you for the
editorial in The News of April 3 entitled: “Here's

Your Forgotten Man.”
— EDGAR H. NEASE

mancial loss.

terious Carl Rou
chant, who paid Bolich $400 a mont
000.

" Point 40ne

it was worth even the inconvenience as well as the fI-

Bolich also explained his friendship with the mys-
tzahn, 73-year-old Mansfield, Ohio, mer-
th—totaling ever $30,-

‘He (Routzahn) was a very old and dear friend
of the family's and my particular benefactor,” the big
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mination American business can
go into practical working partner-
ships In new enterprises in every
part of the globe,

This means risks, political and
ofberwise, But those risks can be
minimized by insuring capital in-
vested abroad. For one per cent
of the amount of capital invested;

What's The Meaning Of The §
Word ‘Champion’, Anyhow? a

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

AM READING a piece by a col-

league name of Frank Conniff
the other day, and was moved to
pity. This poor fellow is a com-
pulsive New York Glants fans, a
widespread disease in this towa. 1
was thinking, as my friend kept
using the word ‘‘champion” in his
piece about how fine the Giants
look, that there is really nothing in
this life s6 pathetic as a true
Giants fan.

They say there is a $600,000 ad-
vance sale of tickets for Giants
home games, which just goes to
show you that a Giants fan as-
suredly must be among the meek
when they inherit the earth. Giants
fans are satisfied with practically
nothing. They have fed on a steady
diet of scraps and promises for so
long that when you throw them
even so much as a scraggly bone,
they haunch back and howl out of
abject gratitude.

Giants fan is really nothing
but a Washington Senators fan
moved up to a bigger city. In
Washington we used to set escape
from the second division as the

* supreme mark of attainment. I can

recall one season when we had a
ding-dong battle with the Athletics
for seventh place, and conside

it a triumph when we knocked the
A's into the last hole on the last

day.

The Giants fan has a slightly
different outlook on life. His big
hope, on which he bases invest-
ments and his conduct around the
house, is that there will be enough
lousy ball clubs in the National
League to allow the Giants a
chance at having their brains
knocked out by whichever Ameri-

Bolich Pleaded Poverty To Investigators

Won $7,500 On Truman

BOLICH'S income-tax returns while he worked for the
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carrier in Pacific in the
course of at firsthand some-
thing of o hm in the Pacific
theater. a poignant com-
mentary that years after his
death Raymond Clapper’s son, Pe-
ter, sl fighting in another
wi young

the Pacific as a
Kot

continuing, intensive effort to build
a stable peace, wil be D‘
ever more ever
greater wars with ever; more de-
structive weapons. A

can League team lowers ftself
sufficiently to meet- them. in the

saw was the Yankees of last year °
wo!
gh
petition, limped into their
nial pennant.

Using a combination of old bums
and raw recruits they toyed with
i four

ers and knocked off the Giants'
head with a fungo handle. It was
jon to the extreme

f Yankees that

they didn't do it in four straight.
The triumph, if you can eall it
triumph, of last year's Giants was
roughly as tough as cleaning out
a paralytic ward with a bulldozer.
The Dodgers took sick and blew a
sixteen-game lJead, or some such,
in the last few days of the season,
B'::by threw :n punkin ball

at y.
off, and_that was m“‘nﬂfm
League pennant race. In n:.y. ook

grimages to
of habit for years,.now uges such
ses as “the distinction of being




