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AN ANOMALY IN OUR MIDST ’

N LAST SUNDAY a man who had been
employed the day before by the Merchant
Patrol shot and killed his mother-in-law. He
was still wearing the Patrol uniform. He
used a gun given him by his employer.
Elsewhere on this page today, our Mr.
Becrest gives the background of this incident
and deseribes the operation of the Merchant
Patrol. We Invite you to read his report, be-
cause It points up a strange anomaly: the
presence in the community of & large band
of srmed and uniformed men who carry
out quasi-police duties for private employers
without any regulation whatsoever by public
autherities,

Mg Stroupe, whe runs the Merchant Patrol,
has & valid point when he contends that the
P-Q:WMNMIAM this one incle

nt:upmn. But the Incl

thit some people have no
carrying guns, and Lester Pearson
of those. le.

should the community need a Mer«
chant Patrol in the first place? Are the reg.

by
i

dence (hat they have been lax in their
duties

m merchants wh Mr. Stroupe for
his extra protection are taxpayers. They have
a right to expect full protection from the
regular law enforcement agencles. They
Shoxid Dot have {6 fork vér 48 additional

, amount.

Perhaps they want to do so anyway, Per-
haps the additional security, or rather the
feeling of additional security, is worth the
cost. In that case, does mot the community
have a right to expeet Merchant Patrolmen
to be adequately fereened and cleared by
public authorities Before they are given a
uniform, a gun, and a fast automobile and
serit out on the roads?

We ask these questions. not in an effort
fo, impugn what may be a perfectly legiti-
mate business but out of a concern for the
superficial, once-averlightly check given
Lester Pearson. A loaded gun in the hands
of a carefully-trained, cautious policeman is
dangerous enough. In the hands.of a trigger-
happy, untrained man whe apparently was
Ip such straits that he needed a one-night
Job as night watchman, a gua can be fatal—
A8 it was Von last Sunday,

COMEDY. OF ERRORS—WITH A NEW CAST

There is not much time. Last

‘wesk, attorneys for the ers glaimed

stead, o waited until this week. And Just
when'It appeared that all detalls were taken
care of, he belatedly held that thie State High-
way Commission should, after ‘all, become
party to the case. That means further delay.
-uuummru-umum’mnl«

strange chapter in Meck-
of the
argued that the Dixio
relocated. Then It de-
were not concerned about
after all. They fust didn't want
more alrport and any more |Irp||nu
And now they're back to the road again,
having realized that the City is going r!lhl
ahead with its condemnation proceedings.

The hard truth of the matter is that the
Douglas Municipal Alrport is probably the
most valuable single public asset in the
whole Mecklenburg metropolitan area. Avia-
tion is the transportation of tomorrow, and
without adequate airport facilities,

s

that the State ln‘nw-y Commission should
be made = parly to
ceedings, Mr, Wolfo

come to a
grinding halt. How so simple an issue could
become so involved ‘in politics and legal
technicalities is a mystery we have not yet
fathomed.

THE C OF C GETS OFF .BASE

U. 8. Chamber of Commerce deserves
prlhn for s nw-nndln; fight for
‘ederal economy, d h

and aren’t
“economy” measures, but it's their privilege

and ours to disagree. However, we're getting * pose

a bit annoyed with distortion of fact by the
Chamber of Commerce. Here's the latest
instance,

‘The Chamber wants tocut $5.8 billion from
the proposed $7.9 blllion mutual security
program. Saturday the C,of C's Russell C.

Harrington, arguing for the reduction,
charged that “billions™ ot U, S. dollars are
being poured Into a Franco-Swiss seaway and
power project which the French people re-
fused to finance. This project, he said, is

izenship,” while “our own St. Lawrence sea-
way and power project goes begging”,

“Ct irt funds” Is one of those
phrasét: arrived in Washington about
the time ECA started. We'll try to explain

it with a mibimum of gobbledygook, and in
so dbing maybe add some needed light to
Mr. Harrington's statement,

Most of the billions appropriated by Con-
gress for the Marshall Plan (ECA) stayed
heré in ‘the U, S, to pay for equipment
which went to Europe. Take, for example,
tractors. The U. S, Government paid the
U, S. manufacturée for them. They were
sent overseas. There French farmers bought
them, with francs. Dutchmen paid for them,
in guilders, their currency, and so on. In
each recipient country all of these payments

went into each country's “counterpart funds”,
‘These funds, by U. §. law and in practice,
‘were “used for monnmeﬂon and develop-
mént of these ‘countries’ wa econ-
omies, which was, let us mman\ber, the pur-
of the Marshall Plan. The U. S. got
five per cent of the counterpart funds for
administrative purposes, and had consider-
able authority in saying how lnd where these
counterpart funds were spent.

Counterpart funds, then, are a long way
from being “U. S. dollars &hich have been
foreed into French cifizenship”. Further
more, no money is now going into counter-
part funds—that ended when ECA closed
shop and was replaced by the Mutual Secur-
ity Administration, with its emphasis on mil«
itary, rather than economic, aid. This par-
ticular FrancoSwiss seaway and power
project was planned before Wotld War II,
started sevetal years ago by the French.
Counterpart funds are being used for its con-
struction. ECA long ago granted its okay
for their use. No “billions” of U. S. dollars
are pouring into it. And we hardly see why
the French, as Mr. Harrington mhmxlu
should hold up development of needed
gation and power facilities until the Sl.
Lawrence Seaway is developed.

Thus the Chamber spokesman (1) got his
facts, wrong, and (2) based his argument
against the Mutual Security Program on a
project which was part of a preceding pro-
gram.. Such tactics are hardly worthy of his
organization. In effect he criticized the
Marshall Plan, which is surprising, becauss
it was a shot-in-the-arm for many members
of his organization, as well as Europeans.

- TIMES HAVE REALLY CHANGED

MING to our attention at income tax

time in this age of $85 billion budgets,
quarter million dollar bomb sights and sun-
dry other multiple zero expenditures, the fol-
lowing budget was really small potatoes.

Capt. Meriwether Lewis, head of the famed
Lewis and Clark expedition to the Northwest,
compiled for President Jefferson the follow-
ing estimated expenses:

Mathematical instruments—$17; arms and
sccoutrements extraordinary — $81; camp
equipage, $225; medicine and packing—$55;
means and ‘transportation—$430; Indian pres-
ents—$696; provisions, extraordinary—$224;
materials for making up the various articles
into portable packs-$55; for the pay of hunt-
ers, guides and inferpreters—$300; in silver
coin to defray the expenses of the party
from Nashville to the last white settlement
on the Missouri—$100; contingencies—$87.

The total—only $2,050.

We don't know if Captain Lewis exhausted

“after authorization of the expenditure, hiked
his figures.

Captain Lewis deserves belated recognition
for his economy. But, also, times have
changed. Shucks, today 2,000 bucks wouldn't
get his 45man expedition outside the city
limits of St. Louis.

FISH STORY

'VE HEARD many a fisherman tell
about the one that got away. But noth-

ing 50 good ever happened to Harry Truman.
His was an oil well. A whole field of oil

« wells, in fact. As he tells it in the new book,

Mr. President, he got “all patriotic” and went
off to war. His partners in an oil well ven-
ture got in a fuss, and some other folks took
over the lease. They drilled, hit oil, and what
Mr. Truman once had a share in becime
the famous Teeter Pool. It made’ ximonl-—
but not for H. S. Truman.

History turns.on small decisions, Mr. 'n-p-
man went to war and became President.

He also got to know Harry Vaughan.

“Confess! The Americans Sent You!

The Assignment:

The slaying of an lldcrly woman last Sunday by a man Ielrln' the

uniform and using a
Why was a man |h a crimhul
hat Mluuan does

police-
luw‘l Does the City of Charlotte or Mecklenburg County exercise any

tory powers over lho
And The Report:‘

y A M.
LESTE!

of the Merehant Patrol nhe' some
hired

News Staff Writer
R C. Pearson, ex-prize fighter known in boxing circles’ as
Lester O'Brien, has been bound over to Superior Court on a
charge of killing his mother-in-law, Mrs.

. last Sunday after-

Hope,
noon. Al the preliminary hearing in Clly Pollﬂ Cnur( Detective Wil-
liam

MeCall testified that Pearsol

the uniform of

wearing tl
the lmtum Patrol at the time of lhe {lnl shooting and that he
used a Merchant Patrol pistol in the killing.

Investigation reveals that P,
son was a seven-time offénder
with a record at City Police De-
partment of assault with deadly
It on a female,
reckless driving,
abandonment and non - support,
and attempted suicide, The lat-
ter incident resulted in his being

~held for mental observation.

His lawyer said he was "purch-
drunk" and that two doctors
commended sometime ago thi
he be placed under the care of a
psychiatrist.

W. R. Stroupe, owner and op-
erator of the Merchant Patrol,
says Pearson was not hired by
\he Merchant Patrol at the time
of the killing.

“Pearson was not on the prem-
ises for which he was hired to
guard at the time he shot Mrs.

ope. He was not authorized to

Jeave the premises in our uni-

4 form nor to take the gun home

with him.

“Pearson was not a regular em-
ployee of the Merchant Patrol.
He was hired by me on the rec-
ommendation of Mr. H, G. Cleve-
land, taxicab inspector, to sub-
stitule for Charles Furr, a regu-
Jar employee, for Saturday night

ly.”
‘A GOOD FELLOW"

Mr. Stroupe quoted Mr. Cleve-
Iand as telling him that Pearson
was “a lcod fellow who had
joined the church and stopped
drinking,” and that he would like
for him to find him some per-
manent position if he could.

“All of our men are approved
by the City Council and are fin-
gerprinted, photographed and
cleared by the City Police Dept.
before they are hired by me,”
Mr. Stroupe declared.

In reply to the direct question:
Are all employees at Merchant
Patrol cleared by the City Police
Dept.? Police Chief Frank N. Lit-
llewhn replied: “Frankly, 1 don't

know. Mr. Stroupe on several oc-
casions has sent men down here
to be cleared with us as to any

Drew Pearson's

criminal record, but whether he
emplo; can't say. I
don't have an up-to-date roster of
his men. I know that this fel-
low Pearson was not cleared by

Ll!ll:)ohn and City Hlnlcer
Henry Yancey both disagre
with Mr, Streupe's mlemunlm
Merchant-Patrolmen are el
by the City Council. A letter from
Littlejohn to a Mr. Winecoff of
Sinclair and Valentine Co. dat
Jan. 30, 1950, reads in p:

‘““The Merchant Fllml is not
remotely connected with the Po-
lice Dept. W. R. Stroupe, owrer
and operator of the service, at
one time held a commission from
the N. C. Utilities Commission as
corporation police _officer, but

at commission has expired and
he is operating now with nq, legai
authority whatever for making
arrests or exercising any police
power whatever.

“The service Mr. Stroupe ren-
ders is that of a watchman serv-
ice. . Neither Mr. Stroupe nor
any of his men have special of-
ficer permits which urder the
City Charter the City Manager,
on order of the Council, can is-
sue, gran! special
ers on private premises.”

Mr. Y ane ey explained the

ce pow-

ting of special officer per-
mits this way:
“I can swear In a man as spe-

cial officer at the request of a
private company. In such in-
stances we clea man
through the Police Dept. to make
certain he has no police record.
not, we can grant the request.
It may be that some of the men
we have granted this special po-
lice power may al be em-
ployed by the Merchant Patrol.
But we do not give special per-
mits to members of the Mer-
chants Patrol as such.”
Apparently there is no state
law or city ordinance which
could be used to regulate organ-
izations like the Merchant Pa-
trol. Mr. Stroupe says that anm

Reporter On Asmgnent

attempt was made to limit his
organization in the. State Legis-
lature two years ago.
“It was a purely personal at-
tack — based on animus -mn-t
me — but my attorneys squashed
llul in Rllellh right quick," he

Chul Littlejohn, in the letter
quoted aulhr said?

“There is no state law or city
ordinance which denies a man

right to place guards in uni-
law that mdndu
watchmen from carrying fire-
arms, provided that they are not
concealed.”

Mr. Strou hires and fires
and pays his own men. He fur-
nishes uniforms and guns. All
the firearms are duly registered
as prescribed by law. There is
no law which requires a man to
have a permit to cayry a gun
and none which forbids his car-
rying one if it isn't conceal
AN OLD QUESTION

This question has been hang-
ing fire for a mumber of years.
It came up under the adminis-
tration of Walter ¥. Anderson,
when he was Police Chief. Mr.
Stroupe in 1944 applied for a
special officer permit for one of
his employees. R. W. Flack, then
Clly Manager, took this Wllﬂm

a letter to Mr. lar:

"I believe that to deputize (this
man) and permit him to become
an employee of the Merchant
Patrol with the backing and
sanction of the City Government
woul very dangerous un-
dertaking for our city. It would
place a special officer under the
control of an individual who is
furnishing service to private con-
cerns on a fee basis. There is no
telling how large this pnml
might become and could
this practice grow into a mger
unit than that of your own P
lice Dept.” Mr. Stroupe now
employl 46 men

feels that
l(en‘hlnl Pl'.rn.l should
condemned for the actions
ope man.

“Even if Pearson were a per-
manent worker of mine, you
can't judge our service, which
has enjoyed an enviable reputa-
tion for 21 ynn. by his behav-
for any more than you can'con-
demn the entire Police Dept.
for the recent mhcnnducl of one
of nu officers.”

Stroupe said that he tried
to \Anrk with the full co-opera-
tion of the City Police and
City Government. He maintained
stoutly, however, that it would be
a violation of the N. C. Consti-
tution for the City Council to at-
tempt to regulate his business by
prescribing conditions of employ-
ment.

the
not be
of

Scierice’ OF Politics Is Stll -
Hit-Or-Miss Guessing Game ‘[' i

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

OSE OF US who comment on
politics have a tendency to write
as though or that move were
)-n of some master plan carefully
ealculated. We write about tactics,

&
an impression of master minds
weighing each word and counting
the flicker of each eyelash.

Actually it is a hitor-miss busi-
ness run on hunch, guess, intui-
tion and accident. Nothing could
illustrate that so well as the Dem-
ocratic primary in New Hamp-
shire and its aftermath.

The Democuuc field general
(you see how confirmed this ten-
dency car be) is Funk McKinney,
chairman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. After President
Truman called the Presidential

primaries eyewash, General Mc-
Kinney got him to change his mind
and enter his name in New Hamp-
shis

re.
Having decided to throw in his
big gun, what did General Mc-
Kinney do? At the height of the
campaign be went to Florida on a
vacation. There are cynics who
pay that given the capacity for
practi be bas s
o far, if was proh-b]y al for the
best.

LACK OF CO-ORDINATION

In any event, the battle was lost.
What is more, the victory of Sen.
Estes Kefauver, plus another piece
of blindfold pﬂllllcu. may have
made it all but impossible for Tru-
man to step out and name an al-
ternate who, in the view of most
of his associates, is Governor Ad-
lai Stevenson of Illinois. What has
happened illustrates the almost
tnmplete lack of co-ordination.

In Oregon, a few enthusiastic
Democrats entered Stevenson's
name Presidential primary
to be held there on May 16. Stev-
enson first learned of it when a re-
porter telephoned him from Ore-
gon to ask if he had any comment.
He replied that he had had no puior

ge of his entry and that
while it was flattering, he was
running for Governor of Illinois
and nothing else. Apparently no
one in Democratic headquarters
in Washington 'll informed
advance of the m

When Suvemou \lll here brief-
ly last week, the question of the
Oregon primlry was raised with
one of Truman's official family.
It was suddenly realized that he
would be competing in Oregon with
Senator Estes Kefauver of Tennes-

-llin-t Stevenson. With
clearly visible, a long distance c;
was put In to Monroe Sweetland}
Demotratic Nation#l Committees
man ir Oregon. Sweetland was ﬂ
that S!tvulllﬂl name should be
withdra The Was some-
thing of a lbock 1o Washington, Un

der Oregon law it is impossible. e
Stevenson"

That letter would be ld
the Tllioos primary, which is oy
April 8. In view of such

ment, a Kefauver trh.-ﬁ
he less meaningful. 4
STRANGE LAW A

Tbe O primary hw Is

of the m-u of all the

dential primary contraptions. s

individual may -be numl-nh

his consent. Consequently

have been made to put in undl

dates who wili nh\douly harm othet
candidates. Thus, Semator Wayre
Morse has been entered by the
Taft forces. Since he is a s
supporter of General Dwight
Eisenhower, he would presumal
take away votes from Ike. This
derscores for a national
primary law which would do away
with such curious beauty contests.

As has been pmnd repeatedly
in the past, they can be booby
traps for unwary politicians. Cnsdu,
rd, is given

into the New Hampshire prim
Hamilton is Eastern manager of
l.hz Taft eunbllﬂl' o0 o the

previous.
mu of pvlmcf'll - mu-ur of
Landon's umpnn in 193,
Lnnd(n carried Maine Ver-
mont. Hamilton's stock is said to
be rather low on the Taft jourse
just at present.

The real trial of perves is that
which the candidate endures. It is
net merely his own boners that
may bring down ruin. The loving
friends around him often seem to
be corspiring to undo him.

Without Power To Subpoena,
Morris Can’t Do Much Good

By JAMES MAREOW ‘

WASHINGTON

INEWBOLD MORRIS, the New

\’ork lawyer who came down

President’s request to

lwk for corruption in the govern-

ment, is like a pigeon with a wing
clipped off.

He can still hop around but from

now on he's a bird with a handi-
cap. He made some angry naises
at senators. They eli him.
They refused to approve subpoena
powers for him. But he's had two

s on him from the start,
soon_as it was announeed

urly in February that Trumhn
had persuaded this big balding
socialite to dig around here there
were hoots from the Capitol, where
a Senate committee was investi-
gating a ship-buying deal in which
Morris's New York law firm was
Interested.

While he i still  scurrying

round, trying to pull an investi-
gating stafl lngelher he was called
before the commitiee to testify.
Some of lhe senators mussed his
hair. He irs in one of
the most -e\u-uaml talking-| b-ck
performances seen here in yetfrs.
Among onm- things be said they
had “diseased minds.”

Whatir® chance he bad 1o get
subpoena power from Congress
went out the windo. right there.
While senators sometimes criticize
one another, and often rake a wit-
nes, they have little enthusiasm
for a witness does the sam
to them,

Ab, the emotional type, , said

some of the senators lﬁ' Morris
had had his say. svmumy not
the kind of a man fo be entrusted

with subpoena power, they said.

No one, except a grand jury or
congressional committee, can com-
pel anyone, inside or outside the
government, to testify by sub-
poena. Not even the President can
do that.

Lacking such authority himself,
the President can't give it to any-
one else. Only Congress eould give
Morris subpoena power. 50 Tru-
man asked Congress to do that.

Yesterday Morris got
uppance. The Senate
Committee voted no.

If he had the subpoena ‘power
Morris could force lny government

come-
ry

if an outsider was Ived
some suspected shady deal wu.b
the official, he'd have to appear,

In that way Morris could make
an investigation, first hand, Lack-
ing subpoena power himself, any
time he has evidence of wrong-
doing he'll have to get a U: S.
district attorney to take the case
to a grand jllr{' which then could
decide by itself to subpoena wit-
esses.

MoPris himself told a news con-
ferente !!l(enhy how he feels
without the subpoena power:

like
a man trying to kl wl!h one hand
bel an still ski,
Morris said, hutllpuhﬁmoll
balance.

Officials Against Steel Strike Boost

Merry-Go-Round
'WASHINGTON

FTHE final decision regarding » steel strike will_depend
primarily on four men. These men belong neither to
the union nor to a steel company. They are the Government
officials who must decide whether they can permit a boost
in wages to be compensated for by a boost in the price of
steel
The four men are: ex Goveraor Ellis Amnall of Geargla,
now on the immediate price firing line as Director of
Office of Price Stabilization; 2, Roger G. Putnam, Spﬂnk
field, Mass., manufacturer, now head of Economic Stabiliza-
tion; 3, Charles E. Wilson, former head of General Electric,
now head of Defense Mobilization; and, finally, ent

hart amendment—would start more inflation.

Furthermore, OPS Director Arnall feels so_ strongly
about this-that he would resign before upping the price
of steel. Arnall doesn’t believe in fireworks or fancy resig
nations. But he has toid close friends that he'll politeiy
pick up his hat and go back to Georgia if he is ordered to
grant an inerease in steel prices.

Significantly, President Truman feels exactly the same
way. He has told advisers that he won't give the steel in-
dustry a penny of price increase.

Jet Censorship

SmARYo(th Navy Dan Kimball has put himself
pulﬂndmr{mnmmlulwwh
h(lomWnNn‘un)l yet at the same,
criticzing the Washington Merry-Go-Round for aly

legedly failing to talk to the Navy,

Last week, this columnist published a comparison of
naval jet engines purchased from Pratt-Whitney in East
Hartford, Conn., and Ailison Motors in Indianapolis, in
which it was pointed out that the Allison jet job cost only
$31,000, while the Pratt-Whitney jet job cost $50,046. Yet
the Navy ordered 2,435 of the more expensive Pratt-Whit
ney engines and only 200 of the Allisons, though naval
pilots, as of February, still found the Pratt-Whitney per-
formance “unacceptable.”

Immediately following publication of this column, one
naval technician, Vernon Haynes, mentioned as favoring the
Allison engine, was sent a peremptory mur by the mvy.
demanding an explanation as to why be
Pearson.”

the office
of the Secretary of lhe Navy 2 and nked to muln why his
name had “appeared in Pearson's column” as favoring the
Allison engine.

Simultaneously, the Secretary of the Navy wrote an
official letter inquiring why Pearson had mot discussed
jet engines with Navy press relations.

In other words, the Navy appeared more concerned
with smoking out my news sources than cracking down on
officers responsible {or the jet-engine blunder. “Talking to
Pearson.” it seemed. was a greater crime than having no
jet planes capsble of meeting the enemy in Korea.

Kefauver's Chances

WE real test of whether Senator Kelauver can buck

the united weight of Truman forces and city bosses
will come within the next 60 days in four key primaries.
They are Wisconsin and Nebraska, both on April’l, New
Jersey on April 15, and Florida May 27.

Of these the most interesting battles will be in Ne-

braska lnd Florida.

Nebraska primary is against Sen. Bob Kerr, gen-
ial Oklahoma oil millionaire who-has the backing of 1‘ru
man’s former counsel, Clark Clifford. This results from the
interesting fact that Clifford is Washington lobbyist (or
Phillips Petroleum, and that Senator Kerr participates in
various Phillips oil and gas leases in the Southwest.

e Florida primary, however, will be even more sig-
nificant, Here Kefauver will buck overwhelming odds, as
follows:

A The popularity of Senator Russell of Georgla.

B. The big money of the big gamblers.

C. The political machine of monau Gov. Fuller War-

ren.

Florida will be the first test between Senators Russell
and Kefauver. Generally speaking, Southern Senators are
jeafous of their Tennessee cnllnm, («1 he is too young,
has served too briefly in the Seniority counts
heavily in Congress, and men hle Geol‘lz of Georgia, now
over 70, and McKellar of Tennessee, now over 80, bitterly
resent Kefauver's youth, energy, and popularity.

at's one reason they goaded Senator Russell into
becoming a candidate.

Gamblers Want Revenge

A even greater handicap in Florida, however. will be
the ‘gambling money sure to oppose Kefauver. Gamblers

all the way from Chicago to Miami have made no secret

of their hopo that the Tennessee Senator would enter the

Florida primary. And they are laying to get him, bo matter

bow much it costs.

Also lying in wait is Democratic Governor Warren, who
u«plzdmmlhmpqumrolauﬂhmdoﬂmo{nm—
bler contributions and was promptly putwthlpﬂby
As of today, W

the Kefauver committee. has never
accepted the Kefauver invitation to IHW

ot




