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STATE GAS PRICE REGULATONS IS OUT

0 FAR as'we can see, the report of the
Governor's Gasoline | Price Committee
was pretty much of a dud.

There was some bristling language in a
minority opinion signed by four members.
It called for state regulation of gasoline
prices, lest the people of North Carolina be
Jeft “at the mercy of these (gasoline) com-

panies”.

And there was one tangible fact support-
fng the charge. of “discrimination” in the
majority report, i. e, tank wagon prices in
Virginia average a half-cent below N. C.
prices, despite the fact that the haul to
North Carolina from the refineries is shorter
via pipeline or tanker.

Beyond that, the report rehashed what
everybody knew: that the big gasoline com-
panies play the old follow-the leader routine
in moving prices upward or downward; that
pricecutting in areas of price wars is uni-
formly done; that the state's anti-trust and
anti-monopoly laws are notoriously weak.

In all probability, the note of vagueness,
almost of hopelessness, in the report is sim-
ply. a reflection of a hard fact. The oil indus-
try is a world-wide empire, and such monopo-
listic and pricedixing practices that it may

WHY CIVIL DEFENSE IS IN SORRY SHAPE

IT 1S UNDERSTANDABLE that state civil
defense administrators want to vent their
spleen on somebody. They took on a Job,
then found that few persons at home or in
Washington were interested in their work. So,
when state CD directors visited Pregjdent-
clect Eisenhower yesterday, their national
president, Lt. Gen. Henry Larson, blamed
President Truman ahd his administration for
the snafu in civil defense.

It fsn't that simple. If the President and
CD Administrator Millard Caldwell erred, it
was in trying too hard to set up an effective
program.  After all, Congress indicated it
wanted & big civil defense program. But
Congress, not the President, pulled a switch-
eroo.

Two years ago the Senate Atmed Services
Committee reported:

there can be no absolute military

ective civil defense is vital to

the security of the United States, because
it will provide the means of minimizing the
effects of such attack and permit this coun-
try, I' attacked, to retain its ability to fight

Proceeding from this viewpoint, Congress
1aid the groundwork for an ambitious eivil
defense program, to be jointly financed by
national and local governments and estimated
10 cost §3 billion over a threeyear period.
Congress told the CD men to work out de-
tails and come back for the money.

Caldwell and his lieutenants came back.
with' the plans and backed by an urgent

follow in any one state are the by-products
of similar practices at the national and
international level.

How, then, can North Carolina expect to
“regulate” gasoline prices? To fix the prices
charged by any utility, a state must guar-
antee that utility a fair return om its in-
estment. And how can the N. C. Utilities

ard Oil's investment is, and
should be assessed against its business in
North Carblina? Obviously a state utility
commission which doesn't even have the
facilities to do an intelligent job of assess-
ing local utility investments would be lost
if it bfanched out into the worldwide oil

With all due respect to Governor Scott,
his successor, Willlam Umstead, and the
North Carolina General Assembly, we sug-
gest that these and subsequent findings of
unfair pricing practices in North Carolina
be called to the attention of Senators Tom
Hennings of Missouri and John Sparkman
of Alabama, who have been delving into the
world oil cartel. It is a national problem
S it {s a problemnat all, and can be solved
only at the national level.

message from the President. But they didn't
get the money. They asked for $600 million,
received $43 million.

Related programs received similar treat-
ment from Congress. Ambitious Administra-
tion proposals to disperse government, to
decrease vulnerability to enemy attack, were

Appropriations Committee stated the new
—and reversed—Congrestional attitude when
be told the CD men:

“If war comes we must lose entire cities.
Billions of dollars worth of property will be
destroyed and millions will die. Anur!p-
aration we make for fire fighting for
hospitalization is a drop in the bucket. Our
only hope, our present hope, is to al-
together avoid war . . . The only way to
avoid war and the only way to avoid this
holocaust in every key city is to be so strong
that the will not venture to attack.”

Thus one school of thought in Congress
said there's no absolute defense, so we must
have civil defense. The other argued, or
rather hoped, that absolute defense is pos-
sible, but if it isn't achieved most of us will
be blown up £5 why bother with a little first
aid.

That is a fundamental difference in policy,
and that is the reason for the sorry status
of civil defense. There must be a meeting
of minds in Congress, reflected in a civil
defense program witl
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New Trend In Foreign Policy

(An Editorial from B ‘eek)
T‘R! United States has reached a turning poirf in
its economic relations with the rest of the
democratic world, especially with Western Europe.
For seven years we have propped ur our foreign
trade, and, indced, the whole of world trade, with
a series of foreign aid programs that have cost the
American people close to $40 billion. But during the
past year, it has become abundantly clear that sco-
nomic aid is’no longer the right kind of cement
to bind the free world together. That's why you
hear the slogan “Trade, Not Aid" used more and
more frequently on both sides of the Atlantic.
Throughout the Marshall Plan’period, economic
ly served a useful purpose in Western

into action.

Economic aid to Europe also proved beneficial
to the U. . economy. On this point, Harry A. Bulls,
General Mills board chairman, told the NAM last
week: “It is a peculiar fact t the U. S., which
has poured out aid in such large amounts, has not
been weakened thereby, 1f anything, we have ve-
come stronger.”

th appro-
priations, before CD administrators can pro-
ceed effectively,

DR,. CALEB RICHARD HARDING

T THE END of his 40th year of teaching,
Dr. Caleb-Richard Harding of Davidson
College stood up during the chapel service

next year “so you can help me finish out a
half-century of teaching”.

And there was more than a trace of a smile
on his face when, the following year, he
urged them once again to register for his
courses “so you can help me start my sec
ond half-century”). They did.

But the seemingly indestructible little man
with the flashing eyes and a quick smile
‘was to keep on the job several years longer
—57 years, in fact, the longest continuous
service aAg_p\ldm in Davidson's 115-year

Dr. Harding—in the halls and rooms of the

thé students called
him “Dickie® Harding—was a stanch be-
Tiever in classical education, Ne deplored the

tific education tended “to sacrifice the bril-
liapt person to the dullard™; and he insisted
that education should teach “straight think-

A man of extraordinary vigor and an enor
mous variety of interestf’he attended every

From The St. Louis Globe-Democrat

THE COUNTRY headed toward a major

athletic event, lecture, concert, and religious
service held on the campus. And, before he
became ill several years ago, he peppered the

B ing A Handi
BUT the situation we face today is not far short
of intolerable. There's hardly a sober econo-
mist or government official on either side of the
Atlantic who doesn't feel that economic aid has
more of a handicap than a help to Western
Europe. It tends to shelter that area from the kind
economic pressures N to make it more
efficient. What's more, our foreign aid program
to be creating more ill will than good will
Anti-A i feeling has been growing

Charlotte with let-
ters on dozens of topics—ranging from the
Baruch Plan to higher salaries for school
teachers, Russian imperialism, the perils of
inflation, and scores of others.

Withal, there was a strange mixture of
Victorianism and modernism in his make-
up. For example, when he passed photo-
graphs of classical paintings and statues
around his classroom, students were ofien
startled to find little pieces of paper mod-
estly pasted over nude figures.

Even in his latter years, he kept up a
warm little Christmas custom. He received
many, many Christmas cards from former
students all over the world. After the holi-
day, he would compose a little poem, and
send it to all who had remembered him.

A wispy little man who bounced around
the campus in wingtie and goatee, Dickie
Harding made a lasting impression on many
thousands of young Davidson students who
came to know him as a man of culture, of
genteel demeanor, and of scholarship. They,
along with his many other friends through-
out the South, will mourn his passing this
week at the age of 91

2 POWER RACE ON AGAIN

advertisable horsepower well into the 100s,
it plans next year to

!
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* would inevitably happen: On the one

abroad.
among such close allies as Britain and France.
Looking at these unpalatable facts, it might he
only natural if Americans said something like this:
Let Western Europe earn its own living, stand on
its own feet. We will continue to supply the wmili-
tary equipment needed to build Western Europe's
ddm‘:.hbul we won't provide any more econsmic

hi

Unfortunately, the problem isn't so simple as
that. If the United States were to follow this course,
without substituting anything for aid, two things
hand, U. S.
exports would fall, perhaps drastically. On the other,
our principal allies would quickly run into economic
difficulties.

Fortunately, there are many men within the
ranks of business who realize the true
nature of our problem. are looking for an

They
answer that will fit both the economic and political
needs of the situations.

You can see this in the recent statements of
several important American business organizations
—the National Assn. of Manufacturers, the Detroit
Board of Commerce, the U. 8. Council of the In
terr.ational Chamber of Commerce. The chief burlen
of these statements is this: The U. S. must soine-
how _incre: ts imports.

The International Relations Committee of lhe

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

election in 20 states out of the 48.
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NAM put it this way: “If
the way must be fo
foreign producers to

The Detroit Board” mmerce much fur-
ther, practically all the way to free trade, It wants
a new tariff law that will lead eventually “to the
elimination of all tariff barriers.” The Detroit group
wants three things in the meantime: (1) passage
of the 1951 Customs Simplification Act; (2) re-
moval of U. S. quota rest like the “Cheese
Amendment”; and (3) scrapping of “Buy American™s
legislation.

These views are by no means shared in maay
seetions of American industry. There is no reason
to believe, either, that the new Congress will take
kindly to such.yiews.

What To Do?
0, if the Eisenhower administration should de-
‘cide to push for lower tariffs. you can be sure
a tough fight. However, during 1953
there's*ho way the new administration, any incie
than the nation, can escape a decision, and pos-
sibly an historic one, on the tariff question if only
because the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act, on
which our present tariff policy is based, comes up
for renewal next June.

There's no doubt about the importance of lhe
decision we face. But as we come up to it, it's neces-
sary to remember one lhl.n&. Lower U. S. tariffs,
even their elimination, wouldn't suddenly solve all
our problems in the foreign trade field. True, dras-
i tariffs on European manufactured
goods would make & easier for that area to solvc ils
dollar problem. But before there can be any chance
of stable balance in our trade with Western Europe,
we will also have to tackle on the one hand he
problem of convertibility and on the o'her
the problem of developing resources in the back-
ward areas of the world.

Even then, we may find t
sible for the United States ai

are to terminate aid,
the access

t it will be impos-
Western E:

to live by the same economic rules. Among
keenest the current international e
nomic scene; 's a growing feeling that a basic

diseqy 3
United States and Western !m-w:inu these stu-
dents see it, the imbalance is not sfmply a product
of World War 11, or even of the two wars, It goes

manufacturing
If this is a correct view of our problem, we
expect to be seeking solutions to it for many
years

Quote, Unquote

An income is an amount of money no matier
how large you spend more than.—Bristel (Tens.)
Herald Courler.

Man is one calculating machine that is always
another ong.—Rocky Mount

Texas Oilman Spent Lavis ly In Election
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May Find It Difficult .
To Restore Staff Confidence

By MARQUIS CHIEDS
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structive foreign policy. ceived cordially. ]
Almost equally difficult will be mnruuuumm
h“md&u—m'hmdwﬂhf‘:
bullding not only the State Depart. the State Department in
ment but the foreign service. The months. As @ guidance in policy-
demoralization of the agency for making it is virtually worthless. In
executing foreign policy is all but Mvullludnmwlnmhe
o o Esaciad i o B e e that merely shov:
re
ﬂ,‘" o ;m‘...ﬂ, m&m and not the shoals and
three years, under a succession of reefs. i
tead- Take the second count against
attacks, d'plﬂlﬂllllllll?n '_ ting with pées
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Communist or former Communist:
m

never a Communist or a Commu. foreign service is

nist_sympathizer, ful nothings, then there is a place
Little understanding of human Where Eisenhower economy can bew ¢

nature is required to see the gin. More complete and more

of the board's findings on the judg- jective information will be obtained:

ment of American foreign service
officers in the field. If your honest
judgment is to become be-
cause it seems to favor a danger-
ous or unpopular faction, then you
will not stick your peck out. You
will send back a report that is
full of meaningless evasions or
that gives the picture that you

Old Explorers Had A Yen --

from The New York Times with its’
worldwide network of able corres-
dents. - e

Hard at work on His néw’ assign-
‘ment, Dulles is reported to be hawr
ing difficulty getting able people tor
assist him in the many policy-make
ing offices to be filled. That should:
surprise no one. bt

But It Wasn’t For Security

By ROBERT C. RUARK -

LISBON, PORTUGAL
BUNCH of us had a few hours
ashore in this fine old village,

a dish of tes at a hotel that has
2 most impressive panel in the bar.

legged outfit that stood flatfoo!
on quarterdecks that bucked
pitched like mad animals.
had not much more than a star.
and a drift and a dead reckoning.

i

a hunch outside it.

to g0 by in their own locality, and.
had

The panel is just a simple listing 3
of the locals’ who made good. and bad dief;
Makes you stop and think a second,
in an age whic! icates every- Tadio,
thing_on , machinery,
and the big deal. I'd like to read
off a few lines, which ought to
<make us less purse-proud, and con-
siderably less haughty, in our cor-
rect place in history.

Gama—1498—Discovers way to
India.

Mendes Pinto—1542 — Discovers

apan.
Maghalhais—1487—Discovers Pa-

senor. anc
application of force, of
they basically had was a horizom

cifie Ocean. noticed in _recent
Albuquerque—1511—Settles Cey- ,.‘.(;u h"eum our y:m( meff
1 have been overm 5
‘Andrade—1521—Occupies Pekin. i \ Oire s movdt”
Corte Real — 1501 — Discovers ""h,'::l"'.'z;.;:"w. . tried

any
to put it all down on paper, step

Newf
Joso de Santorem—1470—Dis- by step, detail by detail.

covers Congo and Angola.
1487—Discovers Cape of
Hope.
(i:vl]hn—l“—oeﬂlphl Abys-
Cabral—1500—Discovers Brazil.
This is just a sampling of -the

gal who put 0ut  of us must smi our
to sea with a stiff wind and floc artificial
of ¥ o T ooarith recreations anff
mer é: Natal to the Madeiras to
es_seems to

hl.lm e the sharp any moral with this one. It
eves of the best bunch of rovers Just what I envy the old
the old world ever produced. dreadfully. They

They were a doughty lot, oft loose lent on.
,,,,m_ ome ,,,,:m Berle. t
sti more ] skill, on feel ‘Think what a thing it must have’
more than science. And been, if you were Albuquerque, {0~

sail down the river one day and-

a sinewy, spraddle-

e BRIl

o

5.9957888, 94008 LTREE T0R AORAETEI R RARREy

7889332

&5

.

—eww lgx m@EeTR. ENEE IT8-PREB_FEISETLE

awmann



