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THE COST OF MUNICIPAL GROWTH ,

Wlml add up the various bond pro-
) p..?.“ that will be put before the
people of Charlotte in December, the- total

i $178 million, big

in the light of necessity and when their
relation to the local tax rate is analyzed, the
total doesn't bulk quite so large.

The $7.5 million school bond issue will be
assessed against the County Government, and
will be reflected in the County tax rate.
With school facilities so far shorts of mini-

. but to approve this bond issue. It will not
provide enough money to build all the class-
rooms needed in the City and County, but
it will close the gap materially.

The City Council proposes to ask Char-
Jotte voters to approve $8.7 million in “neces-
sity” bonds. Of this amount, a total of §7
million will be in revenue-producing bonds
(83,750,000 for completing the Sugaw Creek
disposal plant and enlarging the Irwin
Creek plant; $1250,000 for extensions and
mprovements to the present sewer system;
and $2000000 for extensions and im-
provements to the water system). Water
and sewer bonds are retired by revenue
from water bills and the sewer tax. The
additional /cost of equipping the disposal
plants to handle industrial waste will be

repaid over a period of time by indml-_

~that dump waste into the sysiem. Hence,
this $7 million portion of the issue will not
show up in the city tax rate.

The remaining issues proposed by the City
($500,000 for continuing the grade separa-
tion program, $1000000 for streets, and
$200000 for a new fire station) are non-

- revenue-producing, and must be repaid over
a period of time by regular debt retirement
funds. i

In 2 slightly different category is a pro-
posed $1,600,000 for building a new public
library. Half of this amount will be issued

unty Government, half by the City.
charges will show up in the tax

rates of both governments.

The Ci f Charlotte and the metropol-
itan are: County have showed remark-
able population growth, most of it since the

end of World War II. And, in contrast to big

_Senator Jenner has called him a

\

cities in the North, Charlotte is growing
laterally, with individual homes rather than
big clusters of tall apartment buildings the
rule. Lateral growth means better living,
but it adds to the cost of all public services.

Cumulative needs would not be so great
had the City and County Ween able to pro-
ceed on an orderly basis to provide public
services. Both were unable to afford them in
the depression, and wartime restrictions from
1041 through 1946 caused further delay. The
problem is to catch up with back demands,
and keep up with the ever-growing demands.

In the coming weeks, the people of Char-
lotte and Mecklenburg County will expect a
detailed breakdown of each proposal so they
may know precisely what they're being
asked to vote for. 1f the need can be sub-
stantiated, and we have no doubt that it can
be, we are confident that the expansion pro-
gram will be approved. The people of this
community have often demonstrated their
full confidence in investing in their future,
and there is no reason for this confidence
1o be lessened at a time when the community
stands on the threshold of its greatest era.

REBUTTAL

GENAToR McCARTHY has called General
Marshall a “front man for traitors” and

ing lie”,

Gen. Walter Bedell Smith was General
Eisenhower's chief-ofstaff in Europe dur-
ing World War IL He later served as Ambas-
sador to Moscow. Currently he is head of the
supersecret Central Intelligence Agency. His
deputy is Allan Dulles, brother of John Fos-
ter Dulles, Eisenhower's foreign affairs
adviser.

This week General Smith, testjfying in the
McCarthy-Benton libel suit trial, was asked to
comment on the character of General Mar-
shall. He said:

“That is like asking the mole hill to
comment on the mountain. Of all the great
men I have known in the past ten years,
know of no one that exceeds, and few
that equal him, in the characteristics of loy-
alty, honesty and integrity".

Take your choice.

ONE WAY TO GET AT THE TRUTH

Zeb V. Nettles has called attention to one of
the major defects of our judicial lem—
the tendency of witnesses to take lightly their
‘oath 1o tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth.

1t happens in mgny ctiminal trials, per-
‘haps a majority of them, that directly con-
flicting testimony is given by witnesses for
the State and for the defense. In many in-
stances, it is perfectly clear that one wit-

ness or the other has committed perjury, but
the usual practice is to let the jury try to
decide which is telling the truth and not
bother with the possibility of perjury.

If courts took a more stern attitude toward
the taking of the oath and held accountable
those witnesses who violate the oath, there
would be a sharp and rapid decrease in falsi-
fied testimony. It would enable judges and
juries to cut through to the facts quickly,
and assure that justice would be done.

Judge Nettles merits commendation for
his decisive action. More of the same is in
order.

THESE AMENDMENTS MERIT SUPPORT

HERE hasn'{ been much publicity about

them yet, but North Carolinians will be
asked to vote on three amendments to the
State Constitution in November. One is im-
portant, the other two relatively inconsequen-
tial. All merit the support of the yoters.

The North Carolina constitution limits the
amount that County Commissions may levy
for general fund purposes to 15 cents on each
$100 of property valuation. The general fund
covers many of the basic costs of running
County Governments: operating the offices
of sheriff. tax collector, county accountant,
register of deeds, the coroner, etc., expenses
of tax listing, holding elections, holding
courts, running.county jails, paying County
Commissioners, keeping up courthouses, and
others.

Years ago, the 15 cents limitation was ade-
quate. With today's inflated costs, it is clear-

From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch
PIANO IN

EADING about Arthur Kleiner, who is
AN said. to be probably the only piano
accompanist for silent movies left, we were
reminded of the days when there were as
many piano accompanists as there were
silefit movies. Mr. Kleiner is. music director
of the Museum of Modern Art in New York
City. When movies of the Ante-Talkie Era
are shown there, he accompanies them, and
he does it pretty fancy.

In the days when we middle-agers were
teen-agers, there were no scores by Saint-
Saens and Shostakovich, such as Mr. Kieiner
sometimes transcribes -for his o at the
museum. It was long after the Nickelodeon
Phase of that era that movie

To be sure, the silents became so elegant
that there were full orchestras in the pits of
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theaters and few were so wanting’

1y unrealistic, and has forced County Govern-
ments to turn to a rather dubious expedient
of creating (with the permission of the Gen-
eral Assembly) certain special funds. The
multiplicity of these funds creates confusion
in the minds of taxpayers and tremendously
complicates bookkeeping procedures.

The people were asked to approve an in-
crease from the 15 cents limit in 1948. They
turned it down, probably because they
didn't understand what was involved. An
affirmative vote in November of this year
will do much to ease the strain of financing
important local functions carried out by
the county governments of the state.

The other two amendments will simplify
the method of filling vacancies in the Gen-
eral Assembly and the Judicial Department.
All three were approved by the General
Assembly, and deserve the support of the
people. .

THE DARK

the pianist player Traumerei, when they
broke up he played Hearts and Flowers,
when the Marines were landing to save her
honor he played Light Cavalry Overture,
and when the fellow and the girl made up
he played Traumerei again, only more so.

‘When the pipe organ began to fancy up the
music of the fivereelers (or the seven-reel
super-epics) it became less and less reliable.
The organist started off brisk and business-
like, but before the plot had unfolded very
far he became interested in it, and his music
trailed off, resumed again with a sudden
determination to stick to the work in ‘hand,
only to trail off again as the <uspense got
the better of him.

We frankly never enjoyed movie music as
much after the pipeorgans took over. Take
us back, Every time, to that lonesome piano.
‘which stuck to its business and its tunes just
as surely as the hero and the heroine were
going into their clinch before the light went
up.

Amid this talk of “captive candidates”, the
Progressive Party at least ean point with
pride to having got its Presidential nominee
out of jail—Chicago Tribune.

Some people don’t have much to say, but
you have to listen a long time to find it out.
—Ashenille (N. C.) Citizen,
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Truman Just Gave A Little Back-Platform Talk’ »
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Jimmy Byrnes Is An Old Sorehead

CONCORD

the Editors.

Editors, Tur Nrws:
ONE of my kinsmen, Col. Joseph Alston, was
governor of the great state of South Carolina
140 years ago. His first cousin Willis Alston from
N. C., was chairman of the Wayshand Means Com-
-mittee at the same time, and just about 100 years
later another cousin, Claude Kitchen, was also Ways
and Means Committee chairman. 1 served in the
Army at Greenville, S. C. in 1917 and Columbia in
1940, and for All these reasons am very much in-
terested in the welfare of South Carolina and the
Democratic Party there in particular.
T would like to know why Governor Byrnes
would desert the great Democratic Party and sell
socalled Democrats for Ike. For any
one voting for him is no longer a Democrat, but a
“radical”, especially after living on the Democratic
Party for more than 50 years and receiving most
all the honors any party could bestow on him.

Everyone who knows about Byrnes knows that
the main reason he is deserting the party is that
he is still sore that' when the:Southern Democrats
demanded- that someone other than Henry Wallace
be put on the ticket as Vice-President the conven-
tion gave it to our great President, Harry S. Tru-
man, instead of Byrnes. So he and the governor
from Texas, after getting their slate of non-Dem-
ocrats placed at the convention, after crying to get
this done, turn against the party.

Now, Mr. Governor, if you cannot see the error
of your stand and return to the party that made
you and“support it, 1 hope that the real Demo-
crats of South Carolina (if you should ever ask for
another honor) do fo you as I wrote Governor
Shivers of Texas, beat the daylights out of you all,
as we did to old man F. M. Simmons for deserting
the party in 1928 when he came up for renomina-
tion to the U. §. Semate. Another thing, I hope
you are not getting a mink coat or the cold cash
for ypur stand.

MAJ. (RET.) C. N. ALSTON.

Was Hoey ‘Right’ Or ‘Wrong"?
& LINCOLNTON
Editors, Tur Nrws: ~
I REFER to the letter by John R. Graham, Int'l
representative, Nat'l CIO, published in last Sat-
urday's issue of your paper. Mr. ham stated
that Senator Hoey was right only five times and
wrong sixteen times in voting on twenty-one “key
issues”. $

First 1 ask Mr. Graham if he himself decided
whether Senator Hoey's vote was right or wrong or
whether someone else decided.

Second. I ask Mr. Graham if he considered Sen-
ator Hoey's voting record from the CIO viewpoint
or the N. C. citizen's viewpoint. What percentage
of the people of North Carolina are members of
the CIO, and who is Seator Hoey supposed to rep-
resent when he casts his vote as the Senator from
North Carolina®

1 am a Republican, but I believe that Senator
Hoey has been a great Senator for the same reason
1 so sincerely believe Charles R. Jonas will be a
great Congressman. He has been 3 great Senator
because he has done what a or is supposed

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

Platform

must be given, but may be withheld
The News reserves the right to condense.

{0 do. He has put his duties to the people of his
state before the demands of the Fair Deal Admin-
istration of its bureaucrats. This could not have
been an easy job for him, but it has made him
03:. of the best-loved in North Carolina pol-

Let the people of North Carolina say whether
Abeir Senator has voted right or wrong! He is our
Senator—no one else’s. 3

—ROBERT H. LINEBERGER.

Seawell Really Tells ‘Em

Editors, Tuz Nrws:

MORGANTON

MANY icans and i
Jjourneyed tosyour cjty the evening before
General Ike arrived in order to hear the Hon. Her-
bert Seawell, the Republican candidate for governor.
He made one of the most powerful speeches coupled
with issues heard in many campaigns of the past.
Mr. Seawell did not have to be built up to
for governor. Neither did he have to have
notes to follow in order to tell the people about
the liabilities as well as assets of this great state.
r. Sequell captivated, that great audience, The
people fam sure would like to hear a debate be-
tween Mr. Seawell and any man the New Fair Deal

would trot out.
W. H. BARKLEY.

Wall Street’s Whitneys

Editors, Tue Nrws:
CCORDING to Columnist Drew Pearson the Re-
publican Party plans a high-powered publicity
stunt which will concentrate on TV and iradio time
Election Day. I
jouncements are
en Roosevelt was

MONROE

a candidate.

Now the most interesting: thing about it is that
it is being sponsored mot only - by Re-
publican Party, but by Jock Whitney. Some of
you will remember the Whitneys of Wall Street
fame. The senior Whitney was indicted and given
a trial after the market crash in 1929, He was
also sentenced to a prison term.

Now these same money_ finaglers are asking
you to put them back in the government's till. The
people must decide that issue Nov, 4.

o MARY E. STEWART.

Letters Wanted, Pictures Too

Editors, Tz News:
E would like to put our names in your paper so
that we can get some mail from girls. Would
you also mention that we would like to get some
pictures of girls of all ages? We are lonely Ma-
rines (age 1821) who like to get some mail.
PFC. WILLIAM MANGRUM 1172384
PFC. WAYNE MARRIER 1209221
CPL. CHUCK PORTER 1193255
PFC. JOHN SRATTERY 1278700
Weapons Co., 2nd plat. 7 Mas.
15t Marine Division, % FPO, San Francisco.
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the cost of Christmas parties given
for children in Springfield. One
of his aides says that this would
amount-to about $2,500 at most.
The second fund appears to have
been wholly political in nature.
It ‘was disclosed by William Mec-
Kinney, former purchasing agent
for the State of Illinois.
ney gave several interviews on the
collection of these funds, which
seémed to put him on both sides
of the question of the propriety or
impropriety of this money and the
influence that it did or did mot

uy.

But Tilinois, however sincere and
hardworking, Governor Stevenson
may have been in his intentions
of reform. is no different from
any other state. Political contri-
butions are made by those who
want to do business with the state.
“This runs from big business—high-
way contractors and liquor distill-
ers and wholesalers — to small
firms that hope to sell an order of
mops or cleaning fluid to state in-
stitutions.

That is how the high cost of po-
litical campaigning is {inanced. In
the past it has been true at the
national as well as the state level.
It is one of the reasons for the
high cost of government, since
obviously in most cases the contrib-
utor hopes to get his bait back
with a generous margin of profit

favor.
o amount of pious words can
i costly

ing
sources -
of government
ﬂ[h‘!enei Such an effort will un-
doubtedly be made when the new
Congress meets. But that etfort
is mot likely to get far.

Privately, Stevenson insists that
in giving out his own income-tax
returns, he had no _intention of
forcing General 's hand.

1 Eisenhower’ B
The main feature of Ike's postwar
ady been well pub-

B

icome
Ticized—the
Jowed by the Bureau of Internal
Revenue to take a 25 per cent capi-
tal-gains tax on the $1 million he
received for his story of the war.
At the straight income-tax rate he
would have paid around $800,000

as publicized by The Chi-
cago Tribune and other sources
seeking to_prevent Ike from get-
ting the Republican nnm*lum,
Any political effect has in afl prob-
ability been dissipated long since.
The American people are not likely
to begrudge Eisenhower that re-
ward for what was, in effect, his
life's work.

Political morality seems at times
to have a disturbing relativity.
Could it have been only last July
that all those bitter and angry
words were hurled at Sen. Robert
A. Taft and the Old Guard by the
Fisenhower Republicans? A pam-
phlet they circulated widely in Chi-
cago, called, “The Great Texas
Swindle,” reads strangely now. It
accuses the Taft forces of every
crime short of mayhem in round-
ing up a‘pro-Taft delegation from
Texas.*Yet, today Taft is stump-
ing the country for Eisenhower.
proclaiming that the two are in
complete agreement on issues and
policy.

Corruption, Dishonesty Abound
—Politicians Must Be Watched

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

THEY are always talking about

sermons in stones and the like.

It would be apropos to say that

this has been a very dirty polit-

ical year, and if we can be thank-

ful for anything it's that the gen-

eral public has found an educa-
tion in filth.

The acute interest in politics
and in the administration of gov-
ernment for the last few years has
done one thing—it has taught the
voter more of the actual processes
of government than any seren
and gentlemanly unspooling o‘
practice, of orderly political con-
test, might possibly have done.

The politician no longer emerges
as a minor superman, aloof from
the rest of us. He is surrounded
by less and less of an aura of mys-
tery. His errors have been publi-
cized, his meannesses made known,
his foibles broadcast, and his chic
caneries dfagged into the open.
Especially noticeable have been
the vast mistakes and the myriad
pettinesses of the mighty.

You and T go into the elections
this year with a firm knowledge
that thieves and opportunists have
been heavily at work in Washing-
ton. We know this because inves-
thgatiorts in Congress have smoked
out the thieves and the opportu-
ai‘lh and laid bare considerable of

e al

among themselves, like dogs over
the contentive bone of civil rights,
and we finally saw>a politicians’
draft of a.candidate who -seemed
honestly not to want the job. We
have since watehed the glib Mr.
Stevenson duck and sidestep the

inful past of his own party with
a series of wisecracks. We know
when he ducks, when he parries,
when he avoids, because the rec.

d has been awfully clear for
most of the last four years.

We have watched the embar-
rassing spectacle of candidates for
high office declaring their per-
sonal finances, due to nation-wide
suspicion directed at private slush
funds and peculiar tax deals.
There have been some names and
dates and amounts contributed by
gentlemen who seek political favor
and intend to buy it if possible.
There hasn't been too much of the
pot calling the kettle black,
cause there's considerable fault on
both sides.

Mostly I have been impressed

with several instances of deliber-
te dishonesty, of covering up, of
‘Political contempt for the public
on the Truman-Democratic side.
We ali remember Harry dismiss-
ng the allegations 3f Reds in gov-
ernment as a red herring. We have
seen the mighty with foot firmly
lr: mouth. We have seen deliber-
al

ind
We know about the graft and the
pressures and the short cuts.
TV SHOWED US

We watched the processes of
democracy at work during the con-
ventions, when Senator Taft tried
1o steal some delegates from Texas
and Louisiana, and got knocked
out of the nomination' for his
pains. We saw the controlled work-
ings of nomination more clearly
than T can remember, because
television dragged them into your
living room.

We saw some more when the
Democrats gathered 1o scrap

of truth for polit-
ical purposes.

You have seen the taxes rise and
mflation grow despite the pointed-
head opinions of the expert “econ-
omists”™. You have seen a polit-
ical war fuss and splutter for two
years with no hope of end in
sight. You have seen a rich and
powerful nation heading to hell in
a Cadillac convertible, and the
mink coat become the symbol of
corruption. You have seen emough
%2 insure a closer eye on the do-
ings of your elected servants in
the future, no matter whether it's
Tke or Adlai at the final counting.

GOP ‘Hopeful But Doubtful’About N, C.

WASHINGTON
ERE is what the politicians reported to Eisenhower
as of the end of last week: —Tafttold him Ohio

would go Republican, though his brother, Charlie, would
have a tight race for governor. IN West Virginia, Rush
Holt, the pro-Nazi sympathizer, predicted he would be
elected governor, while others predicted Chapman Rever-
comb would lose to Senator Kilgore.

. North Carolina and Virginia were considered hope-
ful but doubtful. . . . General Eisenhower spoke at every
‘Whistle stop his managers requested. But he
line at one thing—climbing down from the rear plat-
form and shaking hands with the crowd at every stop,
as urged by Congressman George Bender of Ohio. . . .
The producer-who staged Senator Nixon's broadcast, one
of the most dramatic and effective in years, was
Sobal, NBC's top television producer. The man who helped
write it was aceattorney Bill Rogers. . . . Correction:
Bert Andrews, New York Herald Tribune corresponden
did not urge Eisenhower to drop Semator Nixon from
the ticket as earlier reported in this colummn.

John L. Lewis Negotiates

TTHE big steel companies, and particularly U. S. Steel,
haven't renowned for prolabor sympathies.
But John L. Lewis can chiefly thank them for the gen-
efous new contract he got from the coal operators, giv-
ing miners a $190 daily pay boost, plus extra welfare

fits.
Unlike the commercial coal companies, which were
in no hurry 1o settle, big steel wanted a quick settlement

for its captive coal companies—for two reasons:

1. The steel companies feared a prolonged strike
might interfere with steel production; 2. They could af-
ford to absorb a substantial coal pay boost in their over-
all steelproduction costs much easier than

cr";l;hdep!‘wo nllen (illully compromised on this $1.90 in in
y, plus a 10<ents-a-ton royalt i
welfare and pension fund. P e He O

Note—George Love, president of Pittsburgh Consoli-

operators, who mine solely for consumer sale.

By a fortuitous circuntstance the man who was chief
spoNesman for both the steel-owned captive mines and
the northern commercial mines was Harry Moses, {ormer
president of the H. C. Frick company, the big captive
firm owned by U.{§, Steel.

Bargaining ne jons with John L. Lewis usually
g0 on for days. This time it was strangely different. and
Moses practically jumped over the bargaining table at
the first meeting to come to terms with Big John.

Easy Terms
DI Lewis inquired Mases, wish to ste his demands?

Lewis cagily replied that he had nothing specific
in mind. but asked if Moses had any “suggestions.” The
UMW chief expected the customary evasive reply, but his
bushy eyebrows lifted when Moses answered:

“How does one-sixty and five sound to you?" (mean-
ing  daily pay raise of $1.60 for the soft-coal miners, plus
a fivecents-a-ton royalty payment by the operators into
the miners' welfare fund).

Lewis was flabbergasted. He expected Moses to
suggest a much smaller offer. since the operators’ initial
proposal is always the least they are willing to pay, not
what they are willing to settle for. Seizing his advantage
he quickly built tae pliant Moses up to an offer of “one-
ninety and ten.”

dated, biggest coal company in 0!
held out for sevcral days ageinst The niupm:em:‘m&
but finally capitulated when Moses argued that he was
“committed” to the “one-ninety and ten” contract, How-
ever, Love was so furious at Moses that he/threatened
to demand a new bargaining setup in the future, where-
by the captive and commercial coal companies would deal
separately with Lewis. ;

Tombstone Names

ITS »up?oud to be kept secret until after Election Day,
m:ut‘ West \grpnll Repuh;‘ium are quietly setting a
or any Democratic “ghosts™ whe stuff
ballot box, Nov. 4. ¥ e i

They are especially anxious to catch names taken from
gravestones, which, they claim, appeared in the 1950 bal-
loting. Therefore the secret GOP plan is to mail more
than half a million political eirculars to registered voters.
Some of these registered voters presumably will be grave-
stone names.

Therefore, the Republicans have quietly arranged with
the post office to return all undelivered u’rrulm,"dA list
of these names will be turned over to every Republican
:r‘:;nrl::lp!:m.{r So, \\‘hdfn axune tries to vote under a

post office couldn't locate, he will be challen
at the polls on Election Day. il




