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U. 5. €ITIES TACKLE PARKING PROBLEM

ALL OVER the nation, the story is the
same. American cities, hard-pressed by
Jowntown traffic congestion, are petitioning
their state legislatures for relief, and getting
it in the form of authority to provide off-
street parking facilities.

The United States Municipal News, list-
Ing favorable action by 17 state legislatures,
salled it a “record” year of progress toward
sasing traffic congestion. A few examples:

now permits cities fo create
acquire and operate

suthorized

and to provide additionsl parking lots fi-
nanced by issuanch of revenue bonds to be
amortized from parking lot and meter re-
ceipts.

Massachusetts’ lawmakers okayed instal-
lation of parking meters in city-owned park-

ing lots and authorized investment by in-——/

surance companies in a preposed $12 mil-
lion parking garage under Boston Com-
mon.

The precise solution differs from state to
state, but the problem is the sume in all the
states. U §. cities. laid out before anyone had
any idea of the terrific impact of the Motor
Vehicle Age, belatedly are having to provide

all fts

fo finance, construct, maintain and operate
parking facilities without special legisla-
tive permission.

Idaho permits municipalities to issue rev-
enue bonds for off-street parking facilities.

Hlinois authorized the Chicago Park Dis-
trict to operate underground parking lots.

Indiana cities may use parking meter rev-
enue for bonds issued for con-

Kansas
quire

Tacilities.
its it {irst class eities {0 ac-
for off-street parking facilities

space for 1o park off the sireets,
just as they have had to provide wider streets
for them to run on

A study of offstreet parking needs in
Charlotte is currently under way [f, as we
expect, it shows that the fast-growing Queen
City is up against the same problem. the
people will expect their City Council to meet
it just as forthrightly as governing boards
in hundeds of other American cities have
met it

HOW NOT TO LOWER TAXES

YOU WANT to help cut Federal income
taxes, there's & movement afoot that will

more legislators

but, according to Minna Post Peyser, writing
in The Reporter, there is some legal doubt as
to whether a state can rescind such a peti-

1f 32 states petition, Congress must call the
pro-

options, delayed Wonuses, pensions and insur-
ance plans and vaous tax provisions most
of the few persons in this category salvage
considerably more than $100,000

The persons whose tax would thus be de-
creased contribute about one-third of the
total Federal income tax. Federal revenue
would be decreased by many billions of dol-
lars. The result would probably be two-fold
—(1) much greater taxation of middle and
low income groups, and (2) a forced reduc-
tion of desirable Federal expenditures.

We don't believe this proposed amendment
will ever become law, but it is disturbing
to review its progress. In a state legislature
the petition is often introduced toward the
close of a session, and passed without bene-
fit of serious consideration. Surely the pub-
licity attendant to a Constitutional conven-
tion—the second in our history—would in-
form the people as to the result of such an
and thus the electorate would

which,
amendments on subjects other than in-
. Amendments would have to be rat-
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NATO'S NEED.

HN 8. KNIGHT, who publishes the
Detroit Free Press and other mewspapers,
afraid the U. S. s golng to pool its sov-
ereignty with Western Europe.

He wants no such truck with “the flaky
Socialists of Britain, the tough Communist

L

stripe”. He doesn't want the dollar diluted by
“the devalued British pound, the volatile
franc and the questionable lira".

The vehicle by which all these dire things
will come to pass, he believes, is the Atlantic
Union ‘whose accord-

defeat it.

Much of the support for the amendment,
we  believe, comes from persons who, with
good reason, are seriously interested in put-
ting a check rein on the power of the Fed-
eral Government. They use an argument
which is usually good—"Let’s hit ‘em in the
pocketbook™.

Such an amendment would “hit ‘em in the
pocketbook” all right. It would result in in-
creased taxes for the great majority of the
American people. And the Federal Govern-
ment' might, find its legitimate duties seri-
ously impaired at a crucial time.

or Secretary Acheson. General Matshall,
just before the Rome NATO meeting, urged
the formation of a single Atlantic foreign
policy agency and a single Atlantic political
authority to which General Eisenhower can
refer, Senator Gillette advocatés @ “North
Atlantic Assembly”. General Bradley sug-
gests we “pool the strength of the combined
sovereignties—the political, economic and
military powers” of the Atlantic countries.

“What good would our absolute sovereignty
be to us,” he asks, “if we alone were left in
the world to face a host of nations enslaved

o

ing to Mr. Knight, would “haul down the
United States flag and join a new suprana-
tional government”.

Beneath the strong language with which
Mr. Knight discusses the issue is an immense
problem. Briefly it is this:

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
keystone of our defense, is 2 of
overlapping committees lacking authority.
When General Eisenhower needs a political
or military decision he must go to all twelve
mermber governments, each of which—{rom
tiny Luxemburg to the U. S.—has the veto
power. This delay and confusion weakens
NATO and interminably delays decisions es-
sential to its operation.

Some of our thoughtful statesmen are ex-

those so far endorsed by President Truman

From The Baltimore Evening Sun

The Atlantic Union Resolution, sponsored
by Senator Kefauver and supported by about
130 Congressmen, does not suggest that the
U. S. flag be hauled down, Mr. Knight
darkly hints. It does ask the President to
call a convention of delegates from Atlantic
countries to consider the formation of an
Atlantic federation.

If the convention formulated some agency
empowered with control over Atlantic de-
fense and foreign policy. this action would
have to be ratified a  Constitutional
amendment in this country, and by appro-
priste parliamentary methods in other par-
ticipating ceuntries, before it became law.

Such & convention, then, might suggest an
answer to a problem which wants a solution.
At the verv least, it would draw public atten-
tion to the matter. The answer, and public
attention, are both sorely needed.

LADIES’ DAY IN 1970

than men. In the last 22 years the expected
life span of women has increased by nearly
fourteen years; that for men, only nine years.

According to the news dispatch, Dr. Dorn
did not carry his calculations beyond 1670,
at which time little girls will be able to look
forward to 80 full and active years, while
their brothers will

compared to the
vigorous, long-lived females.

A Harlan County woman suffered two bul-

let wounds “during an’ argument” After-
reporters tried
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Byrd's Tax Stand Questioned

CHARLOTTE

YOUR excellent editorial on Dec. 26 entitled “De-

pleted Taxpayer Repletes Oil Club” prompted

me to write to Senator Byrd. I shall be glad for you

to reprint this letter in your ‘‘People’s Platform"

with the hope that this may stimulate similar letters
from other interested citizens.

“Hon. Harry Byrd. . . Few events of the past

ear, not even the recent Treasury Department scan-
dals, have aroused in me the deep resentment, the
intense anger which the-editorial here enclosed has
accomplished. Tax fixés at their worst were under-
cover and admittedly dishonest, while this is an open
and unjust gift by the Government to a special
group at the expense of the small tax-payer who
carries the greatest load.

“In these times when huge expense of Govern-
ment is vital to our welfare, payment of my fair
share of tax burden, no matter how large, should not
be onerous. Facts such as these of which I write,
however, greatly intensify the difficulty and the un-
willingness with which Mr. Average Citizen meets
his tax obligations.

“That such a situation should exist is almost in-
com) ble to me. That you, the acknowledged
leader of a powerful group of Senators who profess
to be interested in economy, lowered taxes and a
balanced budget, should condone or make no bold
effort to correct such a situation is likewise difficult
for me to understand. This is particularly true when
1 learn that the small group of Senators who did
oppose this portion of the law (regarding *‘percentage
depletion™) were pro-Administration, liberal Demo-
crats who, according to you, would lead our country
down road to financial ruin.

“1 shall be most interested in any remarks you
may make now as well as any action you may take
in the coming session of Congress..’

May I take this opportunity to congratulate you

the increasing excellence of your editorial page
Your willingness to take well-informed, forthright
stands upon controversial issues, both local and
worldwide, deserves the respect and the apprecia-
tion of the entire_community.
RAYMOND M. WHEELER, M.D.

The Bad Old Days

W’ITH all the various Government scandals and
the uncertainty of international affairs, a lot

of folks have developed a—good case of mental

quakes and quivers. But i you.think you got the

jitters, remember Grandpa.

Perhaps he didn’t have the Reds and the atomic
bomb to scare the pants off him, but he had wor-
ries a plenty.

It was less than a half century ago that Grandpa
and a lot of others turned a pea green at the
sight of Halley's Comet, solemnly shook hands with
each other, quit drinking and became saintly spec-
tacles for several weeks.

And it took some time thereafter for Grandpa to

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

the right to condense.

stop shaking so he could go back to the corner
saloon without spilling his drink.

Maybe thete were no hysterical voices shouting
doom-and destruction over the radio in his time
but there were a.lot of voices sounding off with
the same type bunk just the same.

The Medicine Show in itself could send Gramps
home to pile in bed and beg the family to hold
out for bargain rates from the undertaker. He
had everything the itinerant peddler said—f{rom
a big appetite which indicated a tape worm, to a
good complexion which meant his liver was doing
double duty.

But the fellers who scared Grandpa most were
those who came along predicting the end of the
world, Gramps hair not only stood on end hut he
started walking around stiff-legged for fear that the

world was going to blow to smithereens under his~

feet at any moment.
nd when it came to politics, Grandpa really
got the shakes. In those days you were either a
Maverick or a Mugwump. Whatever side you were
on, the opposition was made up of devils incar-
nate, and if they got in office it was the end of
everything
But somehow Grandpa managed to survive the
various omieals. And maybe you can too.
—A. W. BLACK

Influence Of The Bible

Editors, Tur News:
Tm:kr, has never been a time when so many
people bought and read the Bible as there are

today.

When you come to think of it, the wonder is that
anyone should fail to study the Bible carefully.

The man who does not believe a word it says
still needs to know it, if he hopes to be thoroughly
educated, because, true or false. it has directed,
colored, and even created the main currents of
civilized life. History, law, music, art, literature,
home relations. business, social, national and inter-
national affairs can only be thoroughly understood
the book which has so profoundly
lighting on this

CHARLOTTE

thing he touched that he would drop everything else
until he had learned all about the book.
All important to the non-believer, it is an absolute
necessity, for those who belieye in its divine origin.
MANLEY R. DUNAWAY_

Dr. Spaugh Apprecigted

Editors, THE Nrws:
THE articles which Dr. Herbert Spaugh has in
your paper are wonderful and so true. 1f peo-
ple would only read them and go by his teachings,
—MRS. MAYME BARGER.

CHARLOTTE

formally
that an invasion of Indo-China

the Communists is being
planned, as reported in
this The French have also

event of such
is the messure of the full gravity
of the situation developing in
China.

This situation has in turn con-
fronted President Truman and the
National Security Council with an
absolutely crucial and desperate-
Iy difficult decision. In short, the
NSC must decide the answer to
two questions, First, what can be
done to deter and prevent a Chi-
ndo-China before

vasion does tike place, ‘what must
we do then?

First, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
are for the present unanimously
opposed to any commitment to
send Anierican forces to Indo-China
under any circumstances. Air and
naval aid may be conditionally con-
gidered, but the Joint Chiefs are
convinced that there are simply
not enough American ground forces
to spare on any more piece-meal
commitments on the Korean pat-
tern. Their view may change, in
the face of actual rather than po-
tential aggression in I i
happened when South Korea w.
vaded. But for the present it ap-
pears unalterable.

NO ‘WRITE-OFF' PLANNED

‘Thus, since the French cannot
hold alone, and since the British
have no troops to spare either, no
way appears to stem a Chinese in-
sion of Indo-China on the ground.
Yet there is no inclination, in the
State Department, the Pentagon,
or elsewpere. to “write Indo-
China.” simply because thi¥ would
in effect mean writing off, at the
least, most of South East Asia.
‘This sums up the cruel dilemma
facing the NCS—American troops
are be committed, the
French cannot hold alone, yet Indo-

across international frontiers will
be panished by all the means with-
in our power. Yet this will pre.
commit the United States to war.

There are some who believe, in-

a general war. Th
dust off the old MacArthur pro-
gram—sirict blockade of the Chi
na coast; bombing of the industries
and lines -of communication in Chi-
na; and assisted landings on the
China coast by Chinese National
jst forces from Formosa. But the

- “majority opinion is that the Mac

Arthur program Is either too weal
to get results, or if sufficiently
strongly executed, must inevitably
lead to an unlimited war.

This is really the central problers
—that there is no effective answer
to aggression except counter-ag
gression, and no effective deterrent
to aggression except the threat of
counter-aggression in full force. It
is a problem which cannot, in the
end, be dodged, Either you bow ta
the aggression and take the conse.
quences, which in the Indo-Chinese
case would probably amount tc
final defeat in the cold war, or
you prepare o fight in order to
avoid those consequences.

Mrs. Young Tops Mrs. Caudle
On Best-Dressed | ~dies’ List

By ROBERT

NEW YORK
WE HAVE already failed miser-

ably in our duty to the cus-
tomers by not writing a poem for
Christmas consumption, in which
to backslap friends

of superiatives so dear to the final
days of the expiring year. This we
propose to remedy immediately.

It would seem the time. has
come to oust the Duchess of Wind-
sor and the other steadies from
the best.dressed _ladies list. My
nominee is Mrs. Merl Young, the

000 mink-coat lady, whose ever-
loving figured in the RFC hear-
ings. Certainly, she rates-the nod
over Mrs. T. Lamar Caudle, that
sweet thing whose mink only cost
$4,200, and was instrumental in
getting poor papa canned from the
tax prosecution end of the Justice
Department. Possible runner-up
might be Lili St. Cyr, the stripper,
whose * insufficient clothing was
subject of legal controversy on the
West Coast. Lili made Life Maga-
zine, though, which some girls fig-
ure is sufficient coverage.
TRUMAN EDGES TALLULAH

On the record, Harry Truman
would have to qualify as the best-
dressed President of the United
States — currently in office, that
is. Some may criticize his sports-
wear as a trifle too sedate for a
President but no living fashion crit-
ic can say that a double-breasted
blue suit is not set off admirably
by a white Texas-type sombrero
and a cane. As place-horse to Mr.
Truman in the men's-clothing
sweepstakes, 1 must offer Tallulah
Bankhead. Some say she owns a
skirt, but all I ever saw her wear
is slacks.

There was some bifter argument
over candidates for the most likely-

Hist. The deadlock was

C. RUARK

finally broken in favor of Virginia
Hill, the mysterious lady to whom
gentlemen have long givell money
when she asked for it. From the
record Miss Hill will never know
want — not so long as she keeps
her own counsel and shuns the
garrulousness that earned poor
Willie Moretti the finest funeral we
are likely to see for some time.

In the field of arts, we were
able to award Miss Samia Gamal,
of Egypt, the palm for outstand
ing work in interpretive dancing.
Mgs Gamal, a_fringe-swisher of
cooch-dancer, wiggled her way intc
the affections of Master Sheppard
King of Texas, who was so moved
he changed his name to Abdullah
and forthwith embraced the Mos
lem faith. Then he embraced Misy
Gamal. This proves that the way
to a man's heart is not necessarily
through his own stomach.

ow on the awards mus!
be capsuled, due to lack of space.

Prettiest name — Greasy Thumb
Guzik, the crime commission wit:
ness.

Most-willing taxpayer — Frank
Costello, the civic leader.

Most-retiring public servant —
Former Mayor William O'Dwyer,
who retired to Mexico when the
New York pavements got too hot
for his feet.

Most-reticent singer — Harry
Gross, the bookmaker, whose voice
failed him at a erucial moment

in court, causing the D. A. to weep
bitterly.

Prettiest convicted spy-at-large—
Judith Coplon.

Most-honest sport — basketball
We do not include crapshooting.
which is illegal

Most successful government ef-
fort — Price stabilization.

Man of the year — Gen. Harry
Vaughan.

Union Of European Nations Gets Support

WASHINGTON

THOUGH the future of England depends to some extent

on the ChurchillTruman conferences, there will be

two groups of people watching the Churchill conferences
just as intently as the British. They are:

1. The master-planners inside the Kremlin.

2. The leaders of Western Europe—the French, Bel-

jans, Dutch, Italians, whose farms and factories have
been fought over for centuries.

Both groups will be watching for the same rea-
son—To see if President Truman is able to win Churchill
over to European unity; or whether the reverse happens
and a new Anglo-American alliance is superimposed on
top of the North Atlantic pact as its domineering directors.

1f the latter happens, there will be joy in the Krem-
Lin and sorrow in Western Europe.

But if the former happens, and Churchill is won
over to a United States of Europe, there will be much
gnashing of teeth in the Kremlin and much joy in West-
em

U. S. Supporters
l'l' HASN'T been published, but some Administration ad-
visers have been ing a plan for an allout United
States of Europe. even propose that in the future
the United States refuse to put up money for the individual
nations, but put up money in a central pool for a United
States of Europe.
Thus, if the British wanted to stay out, they would
If they came in, they would get their pro
of the money in the U. S. of E. kitty.
jer or not the President will be able, or will
remains to be
backstage by Ad-

E

objective; but they are not willing to pour money into a
bottomless pit.

B, The Marshall Plan built up European countries in
competition with each other. It encouraged just the op-
posite of a United States of Europe. Thus, the French
steel industry was rebuilt to compete with the Belgian
stee] industry and with the steel industry of every other
country. There was no pooling of resources or breaking
down of unhealthy customs barriers.

C. Eisenhower has been trying to get North Atlantic
Pact nations to pool their war industry as well as their
armies. Thus, each could make a specific weapon instead
of all competing against each other in making the same
weapon. So far his success has been limited.

D. Moscow’s best argument is that Europe cannot
go back to its old patchwork system of small, rival coun-
tries and survive. know that in this at least
the Communists speak the truth. Europeans know this is
true just as Detroit knows it could not survive if it were
permitted to sell automobiles in Michigan only; just as
mehmﬂdmmoﬂlunﬂwﬂu
were

leaders; such as French
Count Sforza of Italy, argue that to offse
be ty—not under Russia—but in co-operation
with England and the US.A.

ose are the arguments that some Administrative
advisers have put up in backstage discussions.

Divide And Rule
T CONTRAST. here is what the Brtish bave done to op-
Europesn unity:
P ivide and Rule—Traditional British policy has been
fo balance the two strongest continental nations against

ﬁ“‘z Germany, Inevitably

Invasion of the Ruhr—Best illustration of how British
aloofness encourages war took place on March 7, 1036,
when Hitler invaded the Ruhr. All that day the Freach
Cabinet sat, telephoning to London, asking a pledge of
British support if the French army stepped in to block
the Nazis. But London refused a commitment, and with
the vital iron and coal fields of the Ruhr in Hitler's
bands. war then became only a matter of time.

Adter the war, German officers told U. S. examiners
how Hitler had given the invading Ruhr army two sets,of
orders—one to advance; the other to retreat in case’ of
French resistance.

Union with France—In June. 1940, when England
feared for its life and needed even an occupled France
as a partner, Churchill sent an impassioned plea to French
Premier Reynaud:

“At this most fateful moment in the history of the
modern world, the governments of the United Kingdom
and the French Republic make this declaration of indis-
soluble unmion . . . two governments declare that
France and Great Britain shall no longer be two nations,
but one Franco-British union. . . ."

That was how far Churchill was willing to go in 1940.

Ten years later when the French urged, begged, im-
plored British co-operation in the Schuman plan for the co-
operative ownership of that ageold cause of war—the
Ruhr—Britain remained aloof.

And last month, when Eisenhower urged Churchill
during their lunch in Paris to bring Britain into a unified
European army, the man who once urged complete unior
with France, refused.

That Europeans are watching the
is also why so many of




