FRIDAY, JANUARY 4, 1952

THE NEW INTERNAL REVENUEPLAN

$ A structural change, President Tru-
man's proposed reorganization of the
Bureau of Internal Revenue makes good
sense.
The Bureau has been plagued with & com-
plex and cumbersome command system at the
level, and with 2 d
unmanagesble array of field offices at the
Jocal level The President would streamline
{he top command by making three assistant
commissioners directly responsible for three
geparate divisions under the Commissioner
of Internal Revenue. At the local level, he
would abolish the 64 collectors of internal
revenue and the 200 field offices, and sub-
stitute not more than 25 district/offices un-
der district commissioners. The district com-
missioners would be given some of the au-
thority now centralized in Washington.
The Bureau has also been weakened by
a dis-
honest appointed officials. Mr. Truman pro-
poses to minimize this defect by placing all
Internal Revenue jobs save the Commission-
ership under Civil Service, making all posi-
tions career
Finally, Mr., Truman wants fo set up a

A structural change. no matter how eili-
cient the new system, will not be enough.
however. \

The blanketing'of present employees with
Civil Service status will not make competents
out of incompetents, or honest men out of
dishonest men. Before all employees are
given the. protection of Civil Service. a
thorough check should be made on each
individual to be sure that he is qualified
for the job he holds.

Furthermore, the suspicions of the Amer-
lean people will not be quieted until Mr
Truman removes from office both Secretary
of the Treasury John Snyder and Attorney-
General Howard McGrath, under whom the
Internal revenue scandals flourished

Finally, this reorganization and any other
changes that Mr. Truman may propose will
have limited . effect unless the President
himself sets a new and higher tone for gov-
ernment. So long as political loyalty takes
precedence over ability, so long as easy
ethics are a substitute for solid integrity.
favoritism and incompetence and dishonesty
will ereep into the Federal service.

The President will submit his proposal to
Congress under the Reorganization Act, and
it will become law unless either house re-
Jects it within 60 days. 1t will be interesting
10 note the reaction in Congress, for there is
much evidence thal Cofigress itself is not
blameless of exercising iMproper influence
on the Justice and Treasury Departments in
tax cases.

investigation.
A REPORT ON GOING FORWARD

rm SCOTT'S annual report
appeared to accentuate the positive, it it
seemed to emphasize the achievements of his
{irst thres years in office instead of the year
1951 slone, then an explanstion may be at
hand. This year North Carolina will have a
‘primary. The Governor does not
nm-mupﬁtmr
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ary. And he would be right. But they need
mentioning; if only to temper the otherwise
spectacular results of three years listed in
the annual report. -

state institutions, hospitals, ports, mental in-

stitutions, tourist facilities—in these and many
other tangible aspects of a state’s progress,
North Carolina has set a fast pace since Jan-
uary, 1040, Some of the growth would have
occurred anyway; much of it, however, was
due to the stubborn, hard-headed insistence
of Mr. Scott, who Jaid his own political neck
on the block many times because he thought
he was doing the right thing.

The annual report is packed with interest-
ing facts and figures. A great deal of money
has been spent and, on the whole, spent
wisely. And it has been the Governor's good

- fortune that the economy of the state and the

nation did not go into a recession, as many
experts predicted in late 1048, but instead
spiraled upward under the impact of the
huge defense ‘effort and the foreign aid pro-
grams. Thus he was able to report all bills
paid and plenty of cash in the bank, in spite
of the heavy outlay of state funds.

This per, a strong believer in the
old adage that discretion is the better part
of valor, opposed several of the Governor's
projects. This is not to say that he was en-
tirely right and. we were entirely wrong, for
the long-range demand of the extended serv-
jees may yet placé North Carolina in an
embarrassing financial predicament. It is to
say, as graclously as we know how, that the
Go Forward program has gone forward in
spite of many obstacles and that, at the
moment, it appears to have clear sailing
through the balance of the Scott Adminis-
tration, at least.

THE DIPLOMATIC LITVINOFF =

THE GRAVE, with the body of Maxim
Litvinoff, went one of the last symbols
of the days of amicable, if , Soviet-

diplomat at the League of Nations, His am-
bassadorship to Washington during World
War 11 aided Russia in obtaining lend-lease
ma

terial.

Twice, however, he was apparently sacri-
ficed to Soviet foreign policy shifts. In 1039,
while dickering for a Franco-British alliance,
e was abruptly replaced as foreign minister
by Molotov, shortly before the announcement
of the Stalin-Hitler Pact. Again, in 1043, he
was _recalled from Washington after the
Quebec Conference, apparently because he
had mot received an Anglo-American pledge
of a second front in Europe, or because Rus-

BELT OR SUSPENDERS?

TN'I old “Button, button, who's got the
button?" game has a new twist now. The
question is not who's got the button, but who
put them, six buttons per pair, on G. 1. pants.

Con; Norblad of Oregon received
complaints from a soldier. All these buttons,
said the G. L, but no suspenders. Inefficiency
and misplanning were charged. Someone fig-

There probably is a button lobby in Wash-
ington, but we won't even hint that it is
responsible for this apparent waste. The six
‘buttons on G. I. pants, we imagine, are a
holdover from wars of a different era, and
will eventually go the way of the Sam
Browne belt. After all, military fashion does

sia wanted to emphasize its displeasure over
the lack of such a pledge.

Mr. Litvinof('s very existence since World
War 11 attests to his diplomatic skill. It is
not the custom, in the USSR, toturn old
horses out to pleasant pasture after their
usefulness Is over. But, without official
position for about six years, the old diplomat
managed to stay in semiofficial favor, and
rated a big obituary in Pravda and a proces-
sion of bigwig official mourners led by
Gromyko.

Perhaps he was just kept around in case
the cold war slackened, in which case he
could have been sent to Washington as a
supposed indication of return to the “good
old days” of SovietU. S. relations. But at
any rate, his comfortable existence during six
years of unemployment and increasing Soviet
hatred of the Westerners he used to pal
around with was probably the biggest diplo-
matie victory of his life.

\

ished. but we won't worry about that. Sena-
tor Johnson's Preparedness subcommittee
and Senator Maybank's Defense Production
Committee will probably investigate the
matter fully.

The important thing, it seems, is that the
pants stay up, no matter what kind of device
is used.

A lady on the radio was discussin’ her
husband. She said he's a very proud man.
The first time she ever saw him he was
standin’ out in the country on a little hill
with his arms folded. His hair was blowin'
in the breeze—and he was too proud to
g0 get it—Amarillo (Tex.) Globe-Times.

They never leave you alone. A man in
Welland, Ontario, condemned to hang for
murder, has been ordered to pay a debt of
$1,700.—LaGrange (Ga.) Daily News.

When it gets above $30, tobacco cer-
fainly should not be called a “weed"—
Elizabethtown (Ky.) News.

President Truman says the Bureau of
Internal Revenue will become 2 “blue ribbon™
agency. 1t will be interesting to watch how
blue ribbon is derived from red tape.
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Taft-Truman Disagreements
Exceed Agreements 2 to 1

for Marshall Plan eco-

ASHINGTON

HD' OFTEN do those two “old

pros” of the rival political par-

(ies, President- Truman and Sems-
tor Taft, disagree?

Senate voting records.

Of 67 key issues that came fo
record votes ih the Senate from
1939 through 1851, Truman and

Twenty.two times they agreed. and
once_ in 1043, the position of Sena-
tor Truman was not recorded

Over the years, Taft appprently
poke for Republicans 'in_the
e often than did Tru-

'the Democrats.

Taft, Chairman of the Senate Re-
publican Policy Committee and the
te's only announced Presiden-
candidate, either shared or
shaped the position of the majority
wf the Senate Republicans on 50 af
the 67 issues. He disagreed with
his party’s majority on eight
The stand of Truman, titular
head of the Democratic Party and
1952 candidate-apparent, was with
that of most Senate Democrats 53
times, orposed to the party ma-
jority in 13 _instarces.
SHARPLY DIVIDED
Moreover, the two party leaders
have been very mue odds
on several controversial topics
— foreign policy, where they dis
agreed on ten of fourteen issues
economic controls, where they di-
vided on every one of six issues;
labor, in disagreement on four
of six; defense; four of six; farm
legislation, four of six; economy
and spending, five of six, and on
monopoly, states rights and secu-
rity, where they never agreed in
the course of five Senate show-

lowns,
Disparities have been so great,
€Q found, that if both these vet-
eran—but virile—campaigners are
candidates in
some sharply opposing
to choose between on Nov.
€Q fourd some broad areas of
agreenffent between Truman and
Taft, however.

They were in disagreement only
once’ in the course of six housing
and education issues; twice in six
civil rights votes, and split half
the time on six key tax decisions.

Stands of both were made known
on virtually every issue of ma-
jo= importance that developed
e the threatening days before
World War II. Taft was recorded
on all the 67 big issues, Truman
on all except a 1943 ballot on Ted-
eral aid to education
ON 17 MAJOR ISSUES

When the list of issues was nar-
rowed to those of top-flight impor-
tance, CQ found that the percent-
age of disagreement between Tru.
man and Taft still held. On sev-
enteen issues of far-reaching im-
portance, the twn were in disagree-
ment_on nine. On two others—1951
tax hikes, and fair employment
practices—they were in partial ac-
cord on programs but did not agree
on exten.

They were in agreement on six
issues — the European Recovery
Plan, Federal aid to education, a
comprehensive Federal housing
program, expanded Social Security
coverage, Defense Production Act
(a proposal for its extension), and
for cloture, or limitation on Senate
debate,

Here are the Truman-Taft disa-
greements, in nine legislative
fields, on the 67 important issues.

first figure is the total num-
ber of issues, the second the dis-
agreements.

Agriculture
civil Rights

Issues Disagreed

Defense .

Foreign Policy ..
FEconomic Controls .
Economy, Spending.

aaaniaan
—aanSanas

Labor .. s
Housing. Education
Monopaly. States
Rights and Security 5
axes . |

2w

Totals . 67

ON FOREIGN POLICY

The survey showed sharp dis-
agreements on foreign policy but
even in this field the differences
sometimes were ones of degree.
For example, both favored the au-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

‘honored.
Truman and Taft ustally have
\ poles apart on foreign policy,
with a few not. ons

\as approval of ERP, Greek-Turk-
ish aid, and displaced persons leg-
islation. 3

During 1951, they carried on a
nation-wide debate through the
press on the question of sending
U. §. ground troops o Europe
on the conduct of the Korean war
and Administration policy in the
Far East

Points of disagreement on for-
«ign policy between the President
and the Ohio Senator, besides mili-
tary ald to the Aflantie Pact na-
tions, included technical assistance
to underdeveloped areas, cuts in
the European Recovery Program.
continuing the reciprocal trade
program with the “peril point”
amendment added to protect do-
mestic industry, the British loan
and the Bretion Woods interna-
tional monetary agreement.
HOUSING, EDUCATION W%

In the fields of education and
housing. in which the two show
most agreement the present
time, Taft has changed his pre-
vious stands to parallel those of
Truman Whereas he once opposed
comprehensive Federal programs
in both fields, he has more recent-

Iy sponsored legislation providing
for_such aid.

Taft has voted for cloture many
times, and Truman also has fa-
wvored cloture (limitation of Senate

Senate. On the other hand, Taft
suoported a new Senate cloture
rule in 1949 which makes limita-
tion of debate in the Senate harder
to invoke than ever. Truman vigor-
ously protested the new rule,
which choked off an Administra-
tion attemot to push a Fair Em-
ployment Practices Act through

Congress.

Taft has favored, in the past,
cuts in such wellknown programs
as school lunch and rivers and
harbors and flood control projects.
But they both were in favor
extensive revision of the federal
social security program in 1850.
TAXES, CONTROLS

Taft has shown a consistent dis-
like for the Administration's pro-
gram designed to control infla-
tion. Truman was particularly op-
posed to two Republican - backed
amendments to the 1951 Defense
Production Act which Taft sup-
ported: A prohibition on the use of
slaughtering quotas and a provision
that cost increases be passed on to

consumers.
Likewise, Taft has bheen strongly
osed to Truman tax measures
calling for higher corporate and in-
come taxes. As an influential mem-
ber of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, Taft has fought hard to cut

« down or curtail the President’s tax
proposals. In their years as Sen-
ate colleagues, however, Truman
and Taff were in agreement on
such major tax votes as pay-as-
you'ga and the 1944 tax bill which

President Roosevelt vetoed.

In recent years they have had
extreme differences in the field
of labor legislation, but they voted
fogether on some major labor
legislation while Senate colleagues.
1t has been one of the prime aims
of the Truman Administration to
repeal the -Hartley Act which
went en the st
ANTI-LABOR SPY BILL

As Senate, colleagues they both
favored passage of an anti-labor
spy bill, and Presidential authority
1o seize struck defense plants. They
both opposed, in legisla-

tion requiring labor unions and
other tax-exempt jorganizations to
file financial reports.

In the field of defense legislation
their major differences have been
over the draft — Taft opoosed se-
Tective service in 1941 — the init
tion of universal military training
and cuts in military funds.

The agriculture program out-
Yined by Truman's Secretary of
Agriculture, Charles. F. Brannan,
has never come fo a vote in the
« lambasted the
plan as on many oe-
casions in the past two years.

People’s Platform

be brief, written on one side of the paper. The writer's name must be signed, but may
discretion reserves

Letters should
be withheld from publication in the

New Year's Resolution
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tmx News:

1S is my New Year's Resolution. Try to be

good and kind, and love the selfish and sar-
castic—a thing that is as hard for mortal man to
do as ever confronts him. May 1 be able to pro-
mote goodwill, courtesy and kindness to many dis-
agreeable and indifferent human beings in 1082.

As T serve others I serve myself. After all,
we are just servants, so let's be Stewards of the
Lord's Vineyard and hear it said in the end—
“well done.” No one lives to himself and most
assuredly he cannot die by himself.

Let's be friends. Let's love one another as He
Bas loved us. In this humble man's opinion we
cannot afford to do less; and by God's help and

leadership let us not fail.
—W. A. JACKSON.

Why The GOP Is Impotent
CHARLOJTE

Editors, Tux Nrws:

HOW do we account for the long continued im-

potence of the Republican Party in the South-
ern states?

First: Ostracism practiced by national Repub-
lican leaders against Republicans of the South. Na-
tional Republican platforms have been written by
and for the North and West and, while advocat-
ing principles acceptable to Southerners—dignity
of the individual, the sacredness of contracts and
inviolability of property—in some instances con-
tained planks inimical to Southern sentiment.

Second: 1t s a practice of Northern and West-
ern Republican aspirants to the Presidency to
come, or send their emissaries, into the South every
four years offering jobs for delegates. This throws
all the power and influence of the national Re-
publican administrations into the hands of men
in the South who have no higher ambition than
local Federal jobs. In this way a Southern Repub-

lican, 3o far as the naitonal Party is concerned, is
ed to obscurity, party control is put in the
hands of mediocre people, and party success at the
polls is ignored.

Third: There has not been a Republican leader
of the South appointed to the Cabinet, or as Am-
bassador, or to the Supreme Court for 75 years.
(Parker was named for Supreme Court by Hoover,
but when thed appointment reached the Senate,
Hoover backed down, and there was no confirma-
tion). Men of first rank morally and intellectually
will not contend in party politics where fhere is no
hope of commensurate reward or recognition. Thus

of the Editor. The News

the right to condense.

the leadership of the Republican Party in North
Carolina, and every other Southern state, is reduced
largely to seekers for local Federal jobs, party
riders, as it were, and beneficiaries of Federal
office holders.

Conclusion: Before the Republican Party in the
South can hope to command the respect of the
people of the country, successfully challenge Demo-
eratic oligarchic power, and win the support of the
voters who do not now vote, it must discard the
eifete committee and convention system, which is
the happy hunting ground for tricksters and job~
seekers, by which it has been controlled during the
long years of its defeat and impotence, and place
comtrol of the party where it gs—in the hands
of the long-suffering loyal voters of the Party.
It must select its leaders and candidates in
i It must fight for victory in
state, townships, counties and districts; for
mensurate power, prestige and influence in the
tional Party; for representation in the ‘higher
fices of government and to not longer be con
with local Federal Jobs.

The Republican Party ﬂ the South will never
reach its potential under the present method of
electing the President by which at present one
million and a half of Republ voters are dis-
franchised in the Southern states. It must fight for
a popular method of electing the President. Then
it will come into its own and there will be Re
publican electors from Sou states.  That means
power and Southern Republicans will be listened
to; they will cease to be mendicants at the table
of national power.

Southern Republican leadership would imme
diately rise in quality and ability on a level with
leadership in the two-party states where Republi

aedss
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to cross swords in the political arena and the
South and the country would profit thereby. So
it is.

—HOYT EAVES.

Greetings To The Staff

Editors, Tuz Nrws:
How eagerly we watch for the afternoon Nrws!
Wishing you and all the force a happy and
prosperous New Year.
~—MRS. P. T. FARABOW.

ARLOTTR

Taft's Ohio Manager Careless With Funds

‘WASHINGTON

ggegry b

N[LHBERS of the Senate Elections Committee are se-
L7 Hously considering drastic action regarding possible
violations of the corrupt practices act by both Demo-
crats and Republicans in the 1850 Ohio campaign which
re-elected Senator Tal

Senators who listened to testimony in the Ohio

were shocked at the wanton disregard of the law
both by Taft's campaign manager, Ben Tate, and by
Cyrus Eaton, who used a devious method to contribute
$35,000 to John L. Lewis' committee supporting Jumpin'
Joe Ferguson, Democrat.

Both Tate and Eaton are big business men, with plenty
of lawyers to give them legal advice; so investigating
Senators feel they have no excuse.

Yet the Senate committee found Tate not only neg-
lected to keep a record of contributions in his private
bank box, but couldn’t account for $100,000 of the $300,000
that through hands during the campaign. Tes-
tifying under oath, Tate admitted cashing campaign checks
and lee‘iing the unused cash in a safety deposit box at
the Fifth Third Union Trust Co. of Cincinnati.

Personal Strongbox
“ A ND that box was taken in the name of whom?” asked
Sen. Tom Hennings, Missouri Democrat.
“Ben E. Tate," replied e.
“And what did you keep in it, Mr. Tate?" pressed
Hennings.
“I keep stocks,” shrugged Tate.
I don't mean your individual safe deposit box," in-
terrupted Hennings. “Was there one for the campaign?”
*“T had two boxes,” Tate fidgeted.
“Well, was there ome box used for the campaign?”

safe deposit boxes?” asked the Senator {rom Missourl
incredulously.

“That is right” admitted Tate.

“And cash money, was it?" Hennings asked.

“Yes," nodded Taft's money raiser.

“Why, Mr. Tate?” demanded Hennings.

#So that 1 could take the money out and buy drafts,”
was Tate's only explanation.

Unreported Funds
“INONE of that was ever reported either?" inquired Hen:
nings.
“That was reported when we . . . " stammered Tate.
Then he checked himself and shrugged: “No, I am sorry.
T don't know whether it was ever reported.”

“And you have no record of how much was kept in
the boxes?” hammered the Senator.
No," confessed Tate.

Now, such amounts that you collected in your ca-
pacity as treasurer and forwarded to other committees, did
you report?” asked Hennings.

“No, the record would be in those committees . . .*
explained Tate. “I understand from them that these re-
gm have been made, but 1 have not actually checked

em.”

Destroyed Files
“WHAT is the nature of that understanding?” Hennings
“It was just 1 know these people, and T just .. .*
fumbled Tate.
“And you have no records whatever of any of these
amounts?” Hennings kept firing.
“That is right” admitted the Taft treasurer. “1

haven't in my possession any record, but the records are
in thess committees. That is my opimion, because 1 have

confidence in the members of these committees.”

“In forwarding this money to the several committees,
did you do so by mail?” Hennings continued his cross-ey
amination.

“Yes," nodded Tate. .

“Did you write covering letters?” asked Hennings.

“I don't think I asked them to acknowledge receipt,
but 1 transmitted some by mail, some I gave to them,”
explained Tate.

“And do you know where any of those covering let
ters are?” the Missourian

destroyed with the other files, the letters.”

destroyed these letters?” demanded Hennings.
“Some of the people in my office that I had in

structed them to do,” admitted Tate with amazing

“How much cash for the purpose of distribution to
the several committees went thre ‘hands
reported by the

was not

“1 figure a littls l:km Ti

le over " Tate reported.

“Will you tell us in summation how much money came
into your hands for use in the candidacy of Senator Taft
;M re-election :n 1850?" broke in Chairman Guy Gillette,
owa

:Apprvximlltly $300,000," estimated Tate.

‘When you made your report . . . why did you not re-
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epor
port thé sums that you had received up to
$300,000?" demanded Gillette. P lo approximately
“Because the subsidiary committees of ours, I gave the
i
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