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AN OLD AND FAMILIAR REFRAIN

THI cries for economy rising from both
House and Senate in the wake of

President Truman's budget message have a
ﬁnnhr ring. They could very easily pass
for echoes still kicking around the Capitol
from January, 1951, and 1950, and 1049, and

]

© for asking o spend so much money, and
| they vow they'll whack his budget severely,

Bnthmrlcn taxpayer,.to his sorrow,
!m‘wtluunplhlltheﬂ‘dll‘
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SNAFU IN HIGH PLACES
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has already
per cent of the recommendations
Hoover Commission, for which I
 That statement warrants elabora-

Congressman Jones thus voted for every
molumalmmﬂnlnlarmuen
organization plans on which a vote was taken.
Mr. Jones did not go down the line for the
Hoover recommendations every time, al-

, as he probably would agree, the
wording of his letter cotld be so interpre-
ted.
individual

Unfortunately, practically no

back.
» The economyites all sing substantially the _

unbusinesslike system of allocating expendi-
tures for. future years.

Congress has consistently refused to pro-
vide itself with technical experts and com-
mittee assistants 6f sufficient competence
and experience to challenge the experts of
the Budget Bureau and the various agencies.

Congress is notoriously reluctant to make
any sizable reduction in pork-barrel legisla-
tion, especially in election years.

Congress does not want to antagonize any
of the large pressure groups that seek to
use Uncle Sam to fatten their own larders.

Congress insists on following an outdated
method of making sppropriations, with the
result that Congress mever knows until the
session Is over just how much money it has
voted to spend.

Congress is unwilling to approve any sub-
stantial reorganization of government agen-
cles that will put people out of jobs and
lose votes.

And finally, Congress has shown over and
over that it does mot want the public to
scrutinize Its spending activities too closely.
It guards against such scrutiny by voice
ballots that leave no record of how a man
voled.

These charges are generalizations, of
course. There are a few homest and cou-

not meet military specifications for yarn
by using it, nor can weavers meet the speci-
fications for cloth when It is wovén from
such fibers. To make matters worse, the con-
tracts do not afford the spinner an adequate
margin even if he Is willing to pay $1.50.a
pound for Egyptian cotton.

As Mr. Daly writes, the result Is that the
0T

Charlotte area feel the
military specifications are more rigid than
is necessary. If they are right, it means that

the* taxpayer Is footing an unjustly heavy
bill, just as he does in so many other in-

. JONES ON ECONOMY :
Rep.

votes were recorded in the House of Repre-
sentatives on these measures. Passage was
by volce vote, which might be understand-

ord for some economy legislation which
pressure groups might oppose. We do note
that Mr. Jones opposed one of the minor
recommendations of the Commission, which
was enacted, but on most of the 45 bills no
individual votes were recorded.

One thing about Congressman Jones, he
does seem to be getting more enthusiastic
about this economy legislation than he was
previously, We commend his activity on be-
half of committee hearings for these bills.
But his test will come later. Will he stoutly
oppose attempts to water down the bill? Will
he support these recommendations, along
with those from other committees when they
reach the House floor, with his voles? Rep-
resentative Jones started off this session by
voting for the $800 million a year military
pay boost by the House. It will take a good
deal of reorganizing from now on out to save
that amount of money.

LswWE'RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

e

PITE occasional tiffs over such proj

ects as extending. the runway at the
Municipal Airport, Mecklenburg County and
the City of Charlotte have mutual interests.
‘What is good for one is good for the other,
and what hurts one’ damages the other.
Thanks fo a sturdy and progressive people
and a nicely-balanced economy, the metro-
politan area formed by the urban and rural
sections of Mecklenburg County has grown
yapidly in the past few decades, and shows

« every sign of continuing to grow in the
future.

of benefit to all the people. Proper pllnmn;

Citizens of Jefferson parish are train
the operation of the vote machine, after long
familiarity with the machine vote—New
Orleans States.

The language is nowhere more puzling
than when three New York detectives, who
‘bought $100 suits on $77-a-week salaries, are
described as plainclothesmen.—Kansas City

Star.

Whale Steak
Not Tod Bad .
For 98 tents

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
poverty than in hun-
the lady who looks aft-
er ﬂ! larder at our house pre-
pared a surprise for the master
lh¢ other evening: whale steak.
More in hunger than in confidence,
the master ate some. Hmm.

The best thing about whale ten-
derloin is that it sells for 98 cents

an

average Norwegian fin whale will
relinquish about three tons of ten-
derloin, sometimes as m\wh a8
four. This puts the whale consi-
derably outside the steer class as
a yielder of clear meat. but I am
afraid the whale will never com-
pletely replace the cow unless they
start tranafusing a little Eskimo
into our bloodlines:

They say that whale steak does
not taste fishy. To me it tastes
fishy—not very fishy. but as fishy
as a mallard duck that has for-
gotten its table manners, as fishy
as a fish that has conceivable been
finished off on wheat. Served with
lots of onions, T suppose whale's
fishy taint is mild enough-to sur-
reader {0 the stronger osiony aro-
ma and enduring ta

LOOKS GREAT

Whale steak looks great, though.
It chars on fop like a good sirloin
($1.38 a pound, bone and fat and
gristle Inchisive) and Js pink but
faintly. coarse inside. It is not so
tender as you would imagine, but
a lot more succulent than some of
the economy cuts we've had around
here in the past few years. The
dogs thought it was fine.

suffer lelndy until when
wm y tipped me to lh " nature
of the lpechlly At that they
were no more visually repulsive
than oysters.

At one time or another I have
sampled both goat and borse, and
found them swallowable if not pa-
late-tickling, and 1 have reason to
believe that an-old Swahili cook
once palmed off a zebra chop on
me when eatin".meat was low in
the kitchen tent. It was pretty fat
but not bad if you were *hungry
enough. And they said that during
the war in France a fair fricassee
could be (and was) composed
cat. The thought strikes unpleasant-
ly every time I eat in a French
restaurant, because you know how
the French can gussy up an old
bone with sauces.

WOMEN SHOULD LIKE IT

But we must not cavil at our
lot today. The blessings of govern-
ment have pl be-
yond the reach of all save ol
mi.llluﬂllnl and friends of Harry

man, and a man is lucky to find
a slab of whale on his table. The
Eskimos and the Scandinavians
have thrived on it for years, and
scem inordinately healthy. Whale
cutlets are fine for slimming, too,
which should make them readily
acceptable to all women, every-
wherg. Dames will eat anything, in-
cluding rope salad dusted with
Paris green, if they suspect it will
pare a pound off the posterior.

1 have come to accept cheerful-
ly anything that is placed before
me tl , 80 long as you can
chew it and it @in't eggplant. Be-
tween the high cost of old-fashioned
groceries and the recurrent re-
ducing fads, the evening meal is a
constant surprise. One week it's
nothing but pig, from feet 1o
flight deck, and the next urck
it's grass and cottage cheese,
cording to the latest in dietary Ihe-
ory and store-window specials.

In my momentary tranquillity |
now consiuer the whale as man’s
best friend, for does he not give
us sperm oil, corset stays, ferti-
lizer, perfume from ambergris,
and, finally, hamburger? I will con-
tinue to eat so long as he
sticks around the buck mark p:r
pound, with only one brief col
plaint. T do wish (hl Mama nwld

“Come and it!"” or
On!" instead of “Thar She Blowl"‘
Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

M'Gra

Jones For Heating i

WASHINGTON
Editors, Tux News:
l AM in receipt of your letter of Jan. 8 with
reference to the subject of enactment into law
of the remaining recommendations of the Hoover
Commi

Sinee rteelvm‘ your letter I have had to return
home for my son's wedding and have been a little
delayed in my reply to you, Prior to receiving
your letter, and since, I have been exerting every
effort 1o ascertain the present status of the pending
recommendations and the program to consider the
bills by the committees to which they have been
teferred for Mlldﬂ‘ tion.

1 have reag the editorial entitled “‘Reform Bills
Rot in Committees” appearing in the Jan. 5 edition
of The Charlotte News and certainly approve of
!hll part of the editorial which presses for enactment

of further recommendations of the Hoover Commis-
sion, and especially the part that urges that the
Mlh be taken out of the so-called “pigeon-boles” and

At the outset, may I say that I tried to explain
in a frank way my attitude toward the remaining
Hoover Commission recommendations’ which have
not been enacted into law in my statement to The
Chlrlnne Newu on Jan. 4 in which 1 used the fol

“‘Hoover Commission: There will
be comldtrlble lhwlhl given to pa e of other
provisions of the Hoover Commissis any wise
recommendations have been passed: other should
be enacted. It is the duty of Congress to study the
questions carefully and include in future legis-
lation many recommendations for economy made in
the far-reaching and incisive report of Govemment
expenditures in all departments.”

In this statement I tried to make my position
clear to everyone. ing through on this since

returning to Washington, I have made a sincere
effort to round up these bills and find out when
hearings are to be held in the various committees
lo which they have been referred, and especially

10 the two bills before the Veterans

Aﬂlln Committee of which 1 am a member con-

cerning changes in the structure of the Veterans

Mlm.hhtrllbn and providing for the establishment

arate corporation to handle insurance mat-

Im of the Veterans Administration. Copies of these
bm.: are enclosed.

n order that the hearings before the Veterans

Mmrl Committee might be speeded up, I have al-

these bills up for hearings. Frankly. 1 did not get a
satisfactory him on taking any action
and found him indifferent as to taking any course
in these bills up for hearings.
In view of his attitude, 1 have been working on
lwmr pmeod-n to get these bills up for hearings
Committee. I expect to call for hearings
M Hlll at the next meeting of the Calnmltue
uﬂ we should be able to override the
objection to considering umc if he does so
the matter is brought up. In order that (h.ln Dlln
ulmnce-ﬂ.llnnmewnnamburo(
members and feel that I have enough support to
foree consideration .of the bills.
Frankly, I know of no other way the matter could
be hﬂb‘, any u.ber procedure that I could
t would be more expeditious or accom-

“All Set For Another Try?’

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief, written on one side of tie pa, The writer's
hmuum—mummummau.mm mumu—mm

nm--lhdml.mm
to condense.

plish the desired results. In all frankness it seems
1o me that this procedure taken in connection with
he forementioned statement to the Charlotte News
on Jan. 4 can therefore lexve no doubt of my defi-
nite position on this subject. N

1 might also advise that I have contacted the
chairman of the Committee on Expenditures, Con-
gressman Dawson, asking him when he expects to
hold hearings on the bills pending before his com-
mittee. He advises that hearings will start this
week, and I expect to Keep in touch with them be-
cause as you know more Of the bills have been re-
ferred to his commitiee than any other House
Committee.

1 also wish to add that the has al-
ready passed 58 per cent of the recommendations
of the Hoover Commission, for which I voted
with complete satisfaction as to the beneficial re-
sults of same.

Trusting that this makes my position porle:uy
plain, and assuring you that I will
stated in my statements to The News on Jan. (

HAMILTON C. Jﬂm
S. Representalive from 10th N.
(Sl! editorial, “Mr. Jones On Etonomy )

Enjoyed Special Article

Editors. Tug News:

l WANT to tell you how much I enjoyed that
fine article, “What I Know About Girls”, on

your editorial puge recently. I have heard a num-

CHARLOTTE

ber of pleasing comments on it from our people. ,

We have lots and lots of * Lmlr Girls" -ho nnz
grown up and come into 1
and our folks have lots of --mu.vlﬁ-" jun u
the story so splendidly portrays. So you can
why such a clever interpretation of this lubjeel is
of lp«:hl significance in the business and, family
lives of telephoné people.

I presume it involves considerable effort fo get
special permission to reprint such an article, So
let me congratulate your editor, Mr. McKnight, o a
wise selection in blending unique and highly readable
journalism with timely editorial comment. It ‘was
well worth the effort and pleasing fo your many

readers, 1 am sure.
H. G. BOOTH

Liked Editorial i

Editors, Tz News:
THIS is to thank you and commend you for the
editorial in The Charlotte New- of Jan. 10,
entitled: *“‘Persecution Works Both W
The things you said need fo be , and the
facts you gave need to be known and hp! in mind
by a larger and larger number of persons.
REV. W. A. GAMBLE,
Minister St. Paul Presbyterian Church.

Which Jack Davis -

The News has received a letter regarding the
Ku Klux Klan signed “Jack Davis"’. As several per-
sons with that name are listed in the City Directory
we request further identification before publication
of the letter. Editors, “The News.

CHARLOTTE

The Military -
Target Date
Is Now 1955
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following words at the
umm of top officials
economists lell me that
Ihﬂ‘t ll be a deficit at the end of
this fiscal year and a bigger one
at the end of the nex( fiscal yur
We can't get
anything about uxel and we c.lnl
afford to let that it be amy
bigger than it will be. We can't
put this economy of ours in danger.
‘That means we've got to face the
facts here at home.”

The was not enfirely un-
expected. As reported in this space
{rom Rome at the time of the North
Atlantic Treaty Courcil meeting,
top officials had begun to (elr
that economic necessities would
compel a scaling down in ume if
not in substance, in the United
Sllles as well as in France and

llm 1S QUIET

The military men who had so
much to do with fixing on 1954 as
a target date for readiness are
saying nothing. They are being
team players. Yet it is not hard
to imagine their feelings in view of
the tremendous importance given
to compl of the plan by '54.
he civilian defense skcretaries
are apparently taking a philosophic
view of the change, although in
past months they /e expressed
a do-or-die — rather, a do-or-re-

of them put it this way
“If we had a man on lhn Polit-
in Moscow, we could teil be-
yond any doubt when the period of
greatest danger would come. But
we haven't a man on the Pelit-
buro. Therelore we have no way
of knowing whether 'S4 has some
mystic significance or '55. I think
if T were on a jury passing on this
question, I would_ have to find for
the Pmlden\ s position.”

The decision is almost certaln
to be popuhr with Congress in an
election year. As taxes, budgets
and deficits go up, the feeling has
been spread that the military is
‘ellh\( eumhul it asks for and

The announcement by
&crellry of the Navy Dan Kim-
ball that ihe Navy is planning to
start one new super-aircraft car-
rier every year for 10 years eaused
no little dismay among Senators
worried about the vast scale of
eovéramen: spending.
e is, however, anol view.
It ln cxw-ned by men like Sen-
ator Herben Lehman (Dem.) of
New York, who a year ago pre-
dicted the size of the imgending
deficits but urged the Adminis-
tration to stick to a firm course,
letting the responsibility fall on
those who refuse to approve new
taxes and other stringent means
to meet the crisis growing out of
the Communist threat.

For the Administration to initiate
the cutback, in the view of those
who believ~ in sternly living up to
qbligations is to set a dangerous
precedent. Congress, with this ex.
ample as inspiration, can eut and
cut and then cut again, If 1854
wasn't such a critical year, then
perhaps 1955 isn't either.

th Passes Buck Back To Treasury

wnmmm'oN nn of Maj. Gen. J. Stewart Bragdon, just before he re-

ll" the King looks into the

of Towa's Gov., William Beardsley, it will find some Iﬂ-
teresting buck-passing between the Justice Department and
the Treasury. : iy

The Treas lrlqnenlly complains that it sends

lrlud cases 10 .llu then Justice twiddles its fingers,
l-(hwvmﬂm!ntmlhzcmdhmo(
a state, it looks as if neither wanted to prosecute.

At any rate, before the 'l‘l'!uury mt the alleged
tax fraud of Governor Beardsley to Justice T-men phoned
IM Julu& Deﬂﬂmnl Tax Divhlcn asked 'le&cr Justice

Id prosecute a governor. Justice lawyers replied
'wld make no commitment, would look at the case, then
deci

) Treasury sent the case to Justice—without recom-
mendation.” Justice tax attorneys, theh. under Lamar
Caudle, took 2 look, tentatively decided for prosecution,
Caudle 2

Later Caudle was ousted, and the lowa Governor's case
was referred to Attorney General McGrath himself. He
made a quick check, found this was the ﬂni time in eleven
years the Treasury had sent a case Justice “without

tion.” So McGrath declﬂd he wasn't going
to be the first AG. in eleven years to be put on the
m« He sent the case back to the Treasury with a brief
.mote: “What is your recommendation?"

African Holiday
P;—hm—unmﬂlnm.\mmm
At Jeast that's what happened to the twenty-year-old

tired as Deputy Chief of Army Engineers. The son became
2.8400-per-month “inspector” on an Army Engincer project
in French Morocco; stayed just long enough for a Summer
vacation.

Curious fact Is that yvul] J. Stewart ll’lxdm Jr,, did
not lpply for the job. Word was passed to the contractor to
hire him—a “recommendation” from the Mills Company to
Atlas Cmmmon. building air bases in French Morocco
for the Army Engineers.

Atlas Constructors immediately took the hint and
:‘rnte a nice letter to the General's son at the University

Virgini
“Mr. Ralph Mills has advised us that you are in-
in employment on our project when your school

term is m lnrmlly wrote L. W Sproat, Atlas personnel
director. preciate your advising me of your
ln.ﬂnhlllty dah lnd \muld like alzo a resume of the wurk
you have done in the past in order that I can best place
you in our organization.”

However. the General’s son had no past construction
experience. So the company simply labeled him “inspee.
for,” put him on the payroll at $400 per month, beginning
June 17 with transportation, meals en route and medical ex-
penses paid by Uncle Sam via the company.

Part of young Bragdon's salary was withheld to pay

is fare home. before the Fall -:hnol

his pay, so Atlas was forced to make up the difference.
:‘17:& ﬂmtht—wdlhInuyn‘—

u’tnchupvu(aﬂ:mnmuip.um

.

dad happens to be an important general in the Army Engi-
neers.

Senators Eye Oil

SENATORS didn't expect their remarks to leak into print
when they talked about oil leases behind closed doors
the other day. However, here is what they said at a private

session of the Senate Interior Committee:
1.-Sen. Jim Murray, Montana Democrat, wanted to
ether Senators could claim a share in Indian oil

ou know, we dis-

and it is on Indian lands up there,

and Senator Murray and I have been besieged by the In-
dians o every hand to get these leases out and jarred

But Murray seemed more interested in whether Sen-
ators adopted into an Indian tribe as a political stunt
muh( be el.ldhle for some of the Indians’ oil.

T wone used Murray, “if this Committee would
have any }\u’Micllm over this question of whether or not
it is proper for us to be adopted into the Indian tribes
up there and m eligible for some rights in connec-
tion ';'il.h this of be adiopted

= W'lll(‘o there?” asked Chairman Joe

"Mahoney, ing Democraf

o r, W) t.
“We have already been adopted,” .
“Senator, I don’t believe > dwmhmoﬂlhn
you and I been adopted in those particular




