15-minute news
broaddpst contains news, !dlloﬂll
comment, and predictions, but
probably the greatest of these in
the public mind are the predictions.

ey dre a major factor in a
reputation that gives Pearson a
radio income

of
prophecy is not diminished by the ¥ight. Pearson nlg Pepper w
announcer's proclamation of 8- Win and was wrong.
nt accuracy.

N2 Ot UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES
NEARER 47 PER CENT * But a large number of Pearson
A study of Drew Pearson's ra- predictions deal with an unlimited
dio predictions of 15 weeks shows number of possibilities. For ex-
that the announcer, if he is talk- ample on February 5 Pearson pre-
ing about the current period of dicted that the Justice Department
Pearson’s prophesying career, would bring an antitrust sujt
d be more accurate if he said: llﬂh‘ul the Shubert Theatess.
*.. predictions that have proved ecks later the Justice De-
47 per cent accurate.” plnmml did. No ordinary 5050
The predictions which are said guess! would Jhave produced
fo be 86 per cent accurate are ut- that prediction. Official appoint-
. tered in a special prediction por- ments, in which Pearson special-
tion of Pearson's program. Dur- izes, also offer more than two pos-
ing the main body of his program sibilities. On April 2, for example,
,he makes other predictions and he predicted that Roger Lapham
these, the study showed, are ap- would be appointed to run the
proximately as accurate as the State Department Point 4 pfo-
prophecies in the special section. gram. The number of possible ap-
Pearson's predictions were not pointees here was considerable.
always simple to tabulate, Some- Actually, Capus M. Waynick was
he predicted given the intment, at ledst

pmlo\uly indicated strongly that at
least a preliminary check would be made. An
mmupm might reveal that Congressmen
responsible for the emphasis on

Mhllﬂel which resulted in the cribbing.
‘These facets of the West Point affair point
up to the undue emphasis placed upon win-
ning collegiate ball teams. The tasks of West
Point men have changed much more than
the Academy system has since J has been
established. In the old days pfawn and ath-
letic prowess were ‘gently required
by soldiers than today, when many West
Point graduates are filling positions of great
responsibility far from any battlefield. Surely
if any particular personal attribute is more
desirable than another in today's West
‘we suspect, ienced Sen-  Pointers, we should give the nod fo the well-
Hoey investigating subcommittee in its~— rounded graduate rather than the muscle:

‘decision not to look into the West  bound fullback.

SPOTLIGHT ON CHARLOTTE

- friendly rays of national spotlight Confederacy don't have much influence any

again {all on the Queen City. In June more.”
_The Saturday Evening Post featured Char- Factors which have contributed to the
“Jotte, last month a Life cover story pictured  Cily's phenomenal rise as a distribution cen-

ter, the magazine states, are its geographic
aitaa Week,
v o Ball, and now Busjness Week, - ot 8 PGS S B predmont and

New System Needed

Congress Poorly Equipped

3IF

fulm,mm)umuuhnlm
Piedmont.

into our “unsouth-

E sitys lit to detrmine the
m for Charlotte's rapid growth—its "the Yand there still aren't enough places to park

Increase in 30 years.
'~m it tinds, is “distribution”—the
of manufactures to the Carolinas

and, in some cases, the entire Southeast.
It reports that the many nonmatives in
are readily accepted by, and take an
active part in, civic groups, clubs, politics.
The of many Southern eities
is lacking-—"The Daughters of the American
Revolution and the United Daughters of the

ERA of deteriorating morals and
‘any act of honesty is conspicuous.
1040, the City of Charlotte
lease with Clear-View Aircraft

o to the ; mm::u‘?mfh”m

as A for the new
Administri hmu. But the lease, for
some yet unexplained reason, contained no
Fevocation clause. The City was forced to
‘haggle, and finally agreed to pay Clear-
View $50,000 to surrender its lease.

This week, Clear-View's attorney, Robert
Lassiter Jr, started checking company rec-
ords. He found a second lease signed in No-

iber, 1946, governing the sale of gasoline.
this lease made reference to the earlier
and clearly set forth the right of the
to revoke both leases on proper notice.
" Lassiter and  Clear-View Owner

Webb could have kept mum, col-

A LOYAL GUARDSMAN

THOSE peaceful years of prosperity
and depression between 1920 and 1940

people. Appropriatios fell off. And, other
than occasional action when public order was
threatened, there was little about the Guard
to excite and interest potential recruits.

Through that period of unpreparedness,

a few men Iabored hard to keep the Nn.lml
Guard together. In some states they were
not always successful. But in North Carolina,
the National Guard was more than a paper
force.

One of the men responsible for keeping
the Guard together in the years between the
two World Wars was Paul R. Younts, who
resigned this week his assignment as com-
manding officer IV Corps Artillery with the

| tomorrow's edition, devoles mine Pages ., yoyiile industry, transportation facilities,

a stable labor supply, the climate. (Some-

times we wonder about that last point.)
Business Week found a few things lack-

Inx “There isn't a really decent auditorium
in town. . . The streets are still too narrow,

.+ . The sewagetreatment system Is badly
overtaxed.” The city is not over-equipped
with good eating places. .

But by and large the appraisal is highly
favorable. Business Week has a large cir
culation among influential executives of U. S.
business and Industry. Its glowing report
on Charlotte should prove Irftriguing to those
concerns that have not yet discovered the
pleasures of doing business in the Piedmont.

NES, HERE'S YOUR MAN

lected their $50,000, and gone their way.
But they voluntarily notified the City of
their find, and sure enough, a copy was
found in the City Clerk's office, filad under
“gasoline”.

Their honesty cost them a pretty penny.
TInstead of the $50,000 they were to get for
moving off the property, they will now col-
lect only $21,000 for the unamortized cost of
the $28,000 improvements Clear-View made
on the property.

Such honesty merits commendation from
the taxpayers, who stand to save $29.000
from it.

It also poses this pertinent question for
the City Council:

‘What sort of a City record system is it
that leaves to chance the discovery of such
important papers, and that depends on the
honesty of the opposing counsel to make the
discovery known?

Colonel Younts joined the Guard in 1916,
He fought in World War I He maintained
an active interest in the National Guard in
the tollowing years, devoting much of his
timg and energy 1o its activities. And when
the/National GTixrd was called to active duty
prior to World War II, he went with it, serv-
ing as chief of stalf of the 30th Division and
subsequently as deputy chief of staff of the
1th Air Force in the Pacific. Near the end
of the.war, he was assigned to command the
Otemseas Replacement Depot at Greensboro,
a position he held until the war ended.
Colonel Younts*desive to devote full time
fo his personkl and business affairs after
30 years with the National Guard is quite
understandable. It was entirely in character
that he should inform Adj-Gen. J. Van B.
Metts that “if all-out war should come again,

To Handle Whopping Budget Shr e oree d i e C e

(The following article is reprinted from the
August 4 lssue of “Business Week? with spe
clal permission, —Editors, The News.)

CONGRBS is trying once again to put new and
tighter reins on the eral Government's
spending. Congress is attempting to establish its
own counterpart of the Administration’s Bureau of
the Budget.

The aim is to provide the Appropriations Col
mittees and sll members of Congress with the serv-
ices of a full-time, year-round staff of non-political
budget experts. These professionals would famil-
aarize themselves with the details of the money-
spending activities of the hundreds of bureaus
and agencies that hope to dispose of almost $70-bil-
lion during fisal 1952,

I. Too Big To See

U1 proposed “Joint commitice on the budget,”
backed by a staff of experts, is the latest idea
in the long fight to arm Congress to do a better
mh of “appraising the fantastcally huge U. S.

lee a look at the way spending and revenue
is shaping up: The Administration wiil spend from
$66-billion 1o $68.5billion in the twelve months

ending next June 30. Of this amount, some
billion will go for rearmament, including atamic
energy and foreign assistance.

Taxes currently on the books will bring in
some $58.5-billion. “So fo balance the budget, any-
where from $3-billion to $10-billion is needed n
new revenue. The House voted S$7.2biilion in
late Spring. The Senate won't vote any more, but
it won't vote much less either.

1t's nothing to fool with blind—even in these
days of inflated dollars. 1t is 20% of the nation's
output of goods and services. Its impact is enor-

. To many industries, Federal orders can
mean feast or famine. To the economy as a whole,
the rate of Government spending and taxes can
mean an inflationary boom or a bust.

This $68-billion spending program is all spelled
out in a 1,500-page document—about the size of the
biggest phone book you ever saw. The tome,
which Truman sent up=to Congress, represents the
end-product of about 18 months’ work by bundreds
of bureaucrats.

Congress ordinarily has about six months to
consider and decide how much it's going lo vote in
its appropriations bills. But this year's perfor-
mance demonstrates again®that Congress just isn't
equipped to do the job. At mid-week Congress
hadn’t sent one single appropriation bill to the
President—even though the fiscal year began
June 30.
As the budget has got bigger, the record of
Congress in processing-the budget has got sorrier
and sorrier.

0 review and decide on the merits of this
$70-billion of expenditures, Congress has to rely
on the 50-man House Appropriations Committee
and the 21-man Senate Committee.

These split up into subcommittees of six to
eleven members to hear the detailed justifications
from the particular departments and bureaus. These
subcommitiees really have the Congressional pow-

around the edges of what the subcommittee ap-
proves.

But the subcommittee’ members know theirs
Is an unequal battle. Scores of colonels and higher
brass, for instance, may appear o back up a de-

mand for hiumu to build air bases. But the sub-,

committee -has only one Br two professional stal-
fers on its side of the tal
The entire staff al lvm committees comes to
about a dozen men each. Obviously, these experts
hlv ull-time job during the appropriation sea-
n just arranging the hearing schedules and keep-
Anl up with the paper work,

Il. What To Do About It

WHEN Congress took a look at itself and the
Government after World War II, it passed
the legislative reorganization act to make its own
operations more efficient. This law also provided
for a joint committee comprised of the member-
ship of the four taxing and spending committees
to come up with a ceiling on expenditures.
huge committee never worked. It had
neither the ability nor the inclination to set a spend-
ing ceiling that meant anythin,

Another attempt at check- relnm Government
spending was the single-package appropriation bill,
tried out last year. The theory was that this would
give Congressmen a look at ﬂ!e whole spending
program; they wouldn't have to vote billions in bits
and pieces without knowing what the whole thing
amount

But this year Congress. decided to go back to
the old system. The theory was that the single.
packaged procedure slowed up passage of appro-
priations, and the omnibus bill was wide open
for log-rolling and riders,

The joint budget committee idea has a lot of
backers. None expects miracles, but all agree that
Congress and the country would probably benefit
from a professional budget staff on Capitol Hill,

They point to the highly successful Joint Com-
mittee on Internal Revenue Taxation. A staff of
26 is composed of nonpolitical, highly skilled, ca-
reer tax men. They devote their full time to serv-
ing both the House Ways & Means Committee
and the Senate Finance Committee,

I1l. What's In The Way

HE biggest obstacle to adoption and use of the

joint committee idea is the internal politics of
Capitol Hill. The Appropriations Committees are
—like all committees—jealous of their authority.
Most members see no need for setting up another
committee that might somehow move in on their
territory, even though it's proposed that the joint
committee be camposed of the chairman and rank-
ing members of the House and Semate Appro-
priations Committees.

Senator McClellan and other backers of the
Jjoint committee idea are willing to compromise on
a lot in order 1o get their group started. They fig:
ure it would un n ltn( a couple of years before
much could

McClellan's hlll—S 913—stands a good chance
in the Senate. But it will have hard sledding in
the House. There, Appropriations Chief Clarence
Cannon 15 a rough and tough battler—especially a3t

er of the purse. The full Cammit.
tees, or the House or Senate as such, can only trim

any on his as top man
of one of the top committees,

single prediction turned out to be
accurate_and )nother pm inge-

h
are lor events nhlth null have not

tal e: 1,
a strict tabulation which held Pear-
son to the very letter of his pre-
diction md \\hlch called a predic-

in timing lnd uhlch \gave Pearson
credit for lramvm of pfedlclmnl

a charitable llbulllion‘vlhlch as-
quarter of all those made during
the study period — will turn out
ate.
"n\e results of these tabulations
we
l s«nn test — 47 per cent ae-

ate.
2. Lenient test — 35 per cent

e

In all fairness to Pearson,
should be said that he appears to
make fewer errors than other su-

commentators, He scores genuine
news beats with regularity, and
his sources are among the best in

Pearson does make mmakcc

'

his_predictions during the study
period be tabulated to come with-
in striking distance of the 85-per
cent accurate figure with which
the final portion of Pearson's 15-
minute broadeast is introduced.

At first glance, a 47-per cent ac-
curacy seems 1o be some 3 per
cent lower than mere chance. A
syear-old child predicting the flip
of & coin would, If be carried on

the results nccumcly It would

appear to £.

Under the strictest accounting,
some 18 of Pearson's 52 predic-
tions were accurate. Twenty were
wrong, and 14 were predictions ‘of
events still to come. Under these

, only 47 per cent of the
predictions of events already trags-
pired are accurate.

ut giving Pearson the benefit
of ignoring slight errors It timing,
and giving him credit for parts of
predictions, that were otherwise
wrong, 21 predictions, or $5
cent, for events already lrlmpiM
were accurate.

Even assuming that the 14 pre«
dictions of events still to come
should turn out to be 100 per cént
accurate, only 35 of the 52 pre-
dictions would be accurate, This
would make for 67 per cent ac-
curacy. )

A GENEROUS ASSUMPTION

(That these future events will be
100 per cent accurate is a gén-
erous mption. Some of the still
umuml undltllm are that if the

. Treasury Deparfment changes the

color of paper money to orange,
racReteers will be foiled; that the
next time a Russian submarine
gets oo close to an American
shore the Navy will not hesitateto
fire; that when the perspective ‘of
time returns to the country the
present hysteria will appear worse
than the Salem witch burnings.)
It might be said that the an-
nouncer says merely nm the
predictions “have proved” 86 per
cent accurate, that it was at some
time in the past that Pearson
reached the 86-per cent score. It
wmight also be said that Pearson
was proud of this past score and
continued to announce it in the
manner of a mustard manufactur-
er who continues to print on his
labels a medallion for excellence
in mustard granted at the Colum-
bia Exposition in 1893, But there
is little doubt that the imvmllon
most Pearson listeners get on S
day nights is that the predictic
are — not just have been — u
per cent accurate, 1

Congressional Quiz
(From CQ Newlfeaur-)

Q—Why did President Truman sign
saying it was the kind of legislation that -wld “push prices up” apd
“threaten the stability of our economy”?

e President said he signed the meamsure in order to keep
the defense program from dying. He said he would have vetoed the
bill if it had contained only the inflation control provisions. Part
of the law, however, concerns the Government's authority fo control
production. channel materials and aid business in the interest of na-

lhe new controls bill Iﬂ!Y

= it i it vevBeonors, - Facts Fortify Case Against McCarthy
CONGRESS NEEDS AN OVER-HAULING WASHINGTON In fact, me Semate Armed Services Commitice has  Senator Benton has nearly 100 pages of example hiw

LSEWHERE on today's editorial page is —and non-essential spending Furthermore this T IS a grave matter for a Senator to introduce a resolu-  Pproof es that Senator McCarthy once un-  McCarthy has deliberately lied in his pursuit of hndlu\ﬂ -
an article from Business Wesk-that mer-  uncertainty makes Conzm‘u reluctant to w:;— tion n'lrncd at unseating a fellow Senator. However, Wittingly 'orhd vn\h a Communm ring to undermine thé  instead of facts. Fw example, McCarthy charged that

Z Senator Benton of Connecticut earefully documented the American occupation of Germany. Owen utqmon was the “chief architect of our Far East-
it i :’:“m',:“'f" case against Senator McCarthy of Wisconsin before calling MeCarthy came out with sensational eharges that the £ gollcy’s Thiowes dud by all fhe Qg Shcretarics
ike  for his ouster. Here are the facts that led Benton to de-  Arm, harges ©f State since 1933, who pointed out that Lattimore had

had tortured German war criminals.
Spnators Byrd 64 Dougles. mand a Senate investigation ‘of McCarthy “With a VieW were cooked up in Germany and mailed 1o McCarthy i Rever even worked for the State Department. Yet Mc-
The reader may wonder what he can do toward his expulsion.” il 5

) though
about this bad situation, For one thing, he arthy has tried to i mn;d.', u, press misplaced one of these envelopes and left it in the Senate - oty =
X “Sﬂum’r MeC lhyrhl:l'enne Inni n S Avined Servicas Contmities’s hu:‘ln: This envelope fidently to un: Senate: “1 believe you can ask almost any
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tion” and The St. Louis Post-Dispatch the “St. Louis a Communist ring, which prepared the trumped-up charges  Cyriny “once beasted fo Sen. Clinton. Andefson, N
tion" of the Communist Daily Worker. He has npuudly for McCarthy, then circulated McCarthy's speeches iy o porl NS0, W Gy Fooi gt ung 1
lambasted The Madison Capital-Times as Germany eeling. P pay on all

chnallod this mlumm un"vmuo! \numuﬂnl against the Army were investi- ‘ou never heardl of a United States Senator goingto
on gated by a Senate committee, heésded by Republican Sen. income-tax violation,” McCarthy shrugged.
mﬂn&mm nuoumumm Ray Baldwin of Conecticut. At the end of the hearings, hlm,lccanh!n!ﬂmedlnremm 1]
Worker Baldwin angrily summed up: “More- than 100 unarmed - in his Wisconsin tax returns, He argued that he had bebn
Aemlb these publications do not follow the Com- surrendered American soldiers-were brutally shot down 4n  out of the State, hence was not a citizen of Wisconsin,
raunist line, hummaunmu independent  coid blvod by German SS troopers. “To this day, not one  Yet at the same time, he held office 25 a Wisconsin Stdte
editorial - policies. They have been consistent only in : eris have been tried judge. In McCarthy listed $18,000 in contributioy
rof




