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THE HELMS VERDICT

T 18 difficult to understand the trial jury's

action in freeing Mrs. Amelia Helms on
homicide” in the
another woman, Mrs. Hazel
pril 30.

‘The jury apparently decided that the
case fell within the much-abused “unwritten
Jaw” which, by custom and usage, gives hus-
bands and wives great leeway in shooting
each other or their respective paramours
in threecornered love or sex affairs.

The evidence did not appear to support
the “temporary insanity” conclusion given by
the jury as its reason for returning the
“excusable homicide” verdict. This was
no quick flarewp of blind and irrational
anger, such as a wife might feel upon her
Initial discovery of her husband's infidelity.
It was a slow-burning, steadily increasing
bitterness toward the other woman, fanned
by the latter's allpged telephone calls in
which Mrs. H was taunted with lurid des-
eriptions of the illicit affair with Mr. Helms.

Under those circumstances, the burden
was upon the defenss 1o prove—as, Indeed,
the law requires it o prove—temporary in-
sanity. Several persons, including two who

had seen her but intermittently in the past
year and'a half, the opinion that
Mrs. Helms did not have sufficient reason
to know right from wrong at the time of
the shooting. But mone was qualified by
professional training or experience to judge
sanity. And if Solicitor Basil Whitener was
correct in telling the jury that the defense
failed to put on the stand a psychiatrist and
» regular doctor who had examined Mrs
Helms after the event, it should have created
grave doubt as to the validity of her in-
sanity plea

Under the American system. the jury is
the final authority in such matters. It has
the right to hear the evidence, determi
the credibility of the witnesses, and arri
at an honest verdict. But that very right
carries with it a grave responsibility to up-
hold the laws of society and the mores of
the community.

There are modern instruments for settling
domestie difficulties. 1 juries are to fol-
low the unwritten law in such cases and
condone the taking of life by an aggrieved
party, other needless and useless “excusable
homicides” will certainly result.

‘PEACE’ OFFENSIVE GAINS MOMENTUM

APPEARS that Russia's peace offensive

is mow in full

Most important phase of the campaign Is,
of course, the truce talks at Kaesong. Other
recent ts in Soviet foreign policy
are along the same line.

Before Soviet U. N. Delegate Jacob
(Gromyko suggested Kqgean peace talks, West
Berlin trade restrictions had been lifted and
four-power discussions on corfmerce resumed.
Then last week Russia unexpectedly an-
nounced that it was prepared to participate
in the Economic Commission for Europe's
Geneva discussions on the improvement of
East-West trade. :

Now Moscow comes out with a new Eng-
lish-language publication, The News, which,
In the magazine's own words, seeks to pro-
mote “closer understanding between the
peoples of the Soviet Union and the Anglo-
American world™ It carries one article
on the historic friendship of the Russian and
Anglo-American people, another suggesting
closer International co-operation of sclentists.

Ppeace cam-
paigns before, and they probably will con-
tinue to whenever they think such propa-
ganda will help them achieve their totalitarian

We belleve the 'U. 8. can use this latest
effort to show up the Commies rather quickly
by readily agreeing to the advantages of ex-

WALTER - ANDERSON'S NEW JOB

IBABLY because the job of State

Prisons Director has been a political
football in past years, Raleigh was some-
‘what surprised when SBI Director Walter
Anderson the $0,700-a-year post va-
cated recently by John Gold, new Winston-
Salem City Manager. s

The surprise is quite understandable. An-
derson was appointed to his job by Highway
Commission Chairman Henry Jordan. Dr.
Jordan was appointed to his job by Governor
W. Kerr Scott. Governor Scott has only
2 year and a hall more in office. If past
history is to repeat itself, Mr. Anderson,
who has just given up a $7,500-a-year post,
may expect to draw his pay for a year and
8 half before he is replaced

But Anderson may break the tradition.
He is one of the few supporters of Charles
M. Johnson still alive and kicking in Raleigh
today. And if he was able to survive the
Scott “airing-out”, he will probably hold his
post through the next Administration.

Mr. Anderson is not, by any means, the

change of not only scientists, but other groups
- and — labor and
representatives, farmers, students, veterans
—and stating that we're ready for the ex-
change as soon as the Russians give the word.
Connecticut’s Senator McMahon, a man
who believes in a vigorous campaign of
truth, recently suggested to an American
Veterans Committee convention that the
AVC take the lead in “challenging Stalin
fo permit (Russians) to visit in your homes,
. let Soviet workers see
automobiles, refrigerators
and gardens of the typical American worker."
« Premier Stalin ruefully remembers how
Western Influence “corrupted” Red soldiers
so fast after World War II that he was
forced to rotate occupation troops in order
to prevent mass desertion, and he would
certainly reject such an offer. Thus the
Soviets would be in the rather embarrassing
position, which our propaganda media could
well, exploit, of refusing to carry out a pro-
gram which they advocated.

‘The Soviets have rather surprisingly giv-
en our propaganda people a “natural” Le!,
us hope our State Department pursues it
vigorously, willing always to accept any sin-

of

once again into a false feeling of security.

most confpetent prison administrator in the
nation. He is and has been a law enforce-
ment and investigative official. He has had
no training in prison administration.q@

But since it is a political post, he is
probably the best man available. No career
man would look twice at the North Carolina

job.

Walter Anderson will bring one major
asset to his new position. A deeply religious
man, he may be expected to show more
humane compassion for his charges than
some prisons directors of the past have dis-
played, and to emphasize correction and re.
habilitation.

His appointment, however, doesn't solve
a fundamental problem of prison admin-
istration in North Carolina. Not until the
prison system is divorced from its unnatural
relationship to the Highway Commission and
placed under a general board for correctional
Institutions, and not until its jobs are taken
out of politics and put on a career basis, can
North Carolina ever expect to develop a
model prison system

RED CHINA AND THE U. N.

\NE of the more faithful readers of this
page has sent along a puzzler. What, he
asks, is the proper course of the United Na-
tions as it encounters Red China®
That's a tough one to ‘answer. The U. N.
for admitting new
1t provides that
les which accept the
obligations contained in the present char-
ter and which, in the judgment of the or-
ganization, are able and willing to carry out
these obligations” are eligible. It further
provides that admission will be “eifected by
8 decision of the Gemeral Assembly upon
the recommendations of the Security Coun-
P

Under that provision, eight
bers bave been admitted since the Charter

China presents a different problem.
of charter metnbers of the
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the United States would vote
bership for Red China but that it would
not use the veto since it considered the
question procedural.. More recently Mr
Acheson has said he would ask the Inter-
national Court of Justice whether it con-
sidered the question within the scope of the
veto,

But that wouldn't unravel the legal snarl.
If Nationalist China survives as nation,
even though it holds only Formosa. lsn't it
entitled to keep its U. N. membership® In
that event. would Red China be considered
2 new member? In either case. would Na-
tionalist China be permitted to vote on Red
China’s petition in case it is ruled proce-
dural’ Or would Nationalist China be per.
mitted to veto Red China in case fts peti-
tion was viewed as that of a new nation®
And if both became U. N. members by some
turnof-events, which one would be entitled
to the permanent Security Council post®
These are just a few of the legal questions
#ed by the reader's query. Tuxr Nrws

This nation's course, however. is quite
If the veto is permitted. the United
should employ it to keep Red China
the United Nations until that nation
it is “able and willing” to carry
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Collected By Bill Sharpe

: The Picture Turned Toward The Wall

pendent a
should do duch to
lusion.

A British atomic test should also
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. TON French, and above all by 186 Brit
THE British will qaite soan be . ish. The furtber fact is tat the
Tendy fo explode their first only decisive American .
atomic bomb, The timing depends mhh-ljl%l by 3
in part on what is dooe in this phooe. call, ‘quote one -
country. But the chances are that dnn&mmlkl:w
the first British atomie test will in some future FECIE, LN
o e bombers could
months, almost certainly within ment that Americah borshe
the coming year. This is, of course, ndu-!ﬂlblhu." French
a matter of the highest impor- wuldrumlyldlnh 1‘3
tance. For one thing, it goes right cehtral factor hm -
2 b f e dagihmeiosn + (0 S0 hanet
rela . 3 .
T e 4 'num—nhm_u_;
, in a . - s
m-dh-puuﬂnmu:r.:.“ xﬂ-‘nlmn lm-l?
is s0 for several reasons. Although vam'-uml—.ﬂﬁ
nership. this
legislation — specifically, :revision
of the McMahon act. Thére have
been repeated conversations about
changing the, Act. Atomic Energy
Committee ‘Brien McMa-
hon himsel{ understands the need
for revision. But every time plans
have proceeded to the point where
legislation was about to be intro-
duced, there has been a Fuchs
scandal, or -HPBE-““ o e
By -Me!
the plans bave  been

“’%F‘J.m Burgess-McLean de-
fection, in fact, knocked into a
cocked hat carefully laid plans for
an Anglo-American atomic partner-
ship. And.pow the only way out,
apparently, is fof the British t§
make the costly and-basically ua-
necessary effort to.
bombs o
will presumably be far less relue-

tant to permit an atomic partaer-
tomic power if the prospective partaer has
Gispel this I Snn ‘tne” covacity 1o produce

anyway. Moreover,
arrangements are

TURPRENTINE DRIPPINGS

New Stanzas

(Sam Ragan, News & Observer)
New version on the old soldi
e been called to my attention are:

“0ld teachers never die, they just grade away.”
“Old bridge players never die, they just pass.”

Unforgivable Sin
(Laurinburg Exchange)

The crime of crimes, it is said. is for a depart-
ment to come to the end of a fiscal year with
unspent money on hand.

Honest Confessions
(Smithfield Herald)
Johnston County sn't famous as a Summer

resort. We've got some of the best climate for grow-
you can find in the land, but we can't

— ing erops
guarantee that this same climate will be favorable

for the mental concentrations which we are
chess requires. For frankly it gets awfully
around here about thjs time of year.

et e e

Let's Shut Up
(Twint City Sentinel)
ose who nestle vipers in their bosom, as
Britain has done, should not be surprised when
ite.

This_applies to France where, until a year
#go, a Communist headed atomic research. The
French Army is reported to have a large percentage
of Communist officers. It isn't difficult to judge
whether such an army would fight Russia in »
showdown.

Many observers were convinced France suc-
cumbed 5o easily in World War 11 because Com-
munists in the French Army wouldn't fight the

told
hot

Either can inject enough poison to curl up the heels
of a large cow or small horse.

The pigmy is a small smaké as rattlers go, but
he packs enough wallop to be . In the
mountain section of the state is the timber rattler,
an extremely unpleasant snake with a mean dispo-
sif

Den't get the idea that a rattler always sounds
his buzzer before he bites. He may take a notion
to bite first and rattle later, if the spirit moves
him.

The plain fact is that the capacity
to deliver the American atomic
on

st now squarely
oversess bases controlled by the

as essential as American
planes and bombs, is not a one-way
street. .

Hunting Lions Is Fun - -
But It Comes Plenty High

By ROBERT

TANGANYIKA

JT HAS occurred that  possibly
you might be interested in

belligerent, but are extremely . Where nuts to
m-tmmm::' ects the biood of it vietims, avel this far away from home
coral snakes’ potent potion causes 4 fast case of _ and mother something that
goneral paralysis. conceiv: resent you to

Two moccasins complete the list of serpentine
nuisances, the cottonmouth water moccasin and the
upland moccasin or copperhead. Both of these are
fairly good sized, and you will find them in the
environment implied by their names. Cottonmouths
are evil-tem) , and many a fisherman will swear
that one tried to get into .hb boat.

Yankees Win Again
(Sand HIN Citizen)

There was a time years ago when you would
see much in the press about Southern demagogues in
Congress like the late Huey Long, Bilbo of Mis-
sissippi and a few others,

AL
Guns, say. I'm wearing an ar-

But now the table has been turned. The North posed of a 470 Westley-
is supplying Congress with the nation's No. 1 dem- Richards double-barreled rifle, for
agogue in the person of Joseph R. McCarthy of  such truck as rhino and buffalo,
Wisconsin. t knocks

His tirade against General Marshall and Dean

Hitler invasion because Hitler had an alliance with ~Acheson was enough to turn the stomach of fair-

Stalin.

If the United States is now reasonably well pro-
tected against those who would betray the country
to Moscow. one further' step suggests itself: Keep
secrets away from the British and the French. Let
their scientists spill their secrets to the Russians,
but not America’s secrets.

.
There Are Only Seven
(Rod Amundsen, Morganton News-Herald)

The odds in favor of encountering a poisonous
snake are about seven in 60. Tarheelia has seven
different varieties of venomous snakes out of a to-
tal field of 60 species. Some of these poisonous

es are rough customers. Take, for example,
the canebrake rattler. Along the coastal marshes
and swamps there are canebrake rattlers that reach
eight feet in length with a body ten inches thick.
Just imagine meeting up with one of those varmiats
in the dark! .

Diamondback rattlers get a little bigger ‘than
canebrakes, and are just as apt to be pugnacious.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

N unpublicized incident occurred in the Federal Power

Commission recently which illustrates why Harry
man is almost certain not to be elected President of
United States even if he chooses

g

Midwest
The iocident involved a poker-playing crony of the of their gas very
‘aligren, who cut his

President, ex-Sen. Mon Vi )

minded Americans.

They Get Everything

chcmrll;t lion mdul:: big, 1,000-
-plus antelope-like‘eland, ai
(Sanferd Herald) : Bor slightly less massive  critiers
Bill Heins tells about the newspaper reporter  yu *yEy Y Ers HOSHE CEUICH
who was sent out to a farm for an interview. He  wpicn“are il as big as small
found the lady of the house out in the yard and  pol Tl Thiddle gun is a 3006
while asking her some questions about the Various  Bemingion for general utility
things raised on the farm inquired. shooting, and a Winchester 220

“And do you have any poultry?™
“No," came the reply. “But if we did the chick-
ens would probably eat it up.”
SRS
More Language

(Greensboro News)

the President and giving the oil and gas
Tru-  greatest victory in years.
the

and Southwest

Incidentally, housewives in the cities of tb'e.Noﬂb,

can look for hikes in
shortly.

lso—Senat

chief's throat. 1

This has become a favorite pattern In Washington.

The White House outlines a
and courageous policy. Then the President

14

who throw that policy in the ditch. That's why the Truman
“talk-big-do-lit

Administration is being called the
inistration. .

Kerr Authored Bill
was what he did on one of the most

battles he has waged in the
the Kerr natural gas bill. The bill was
friend of his. powerful, popular Sen. Bob Kerr
homa. But it would have boosted
city populations everywhere, and

the oil and gas companies. So

Yet, believe it or not, the Federal
has now secretly o the
completely nullified his veto.

What the Kerr Bill said was
Commission did not have jurisdiction to regulate the
of natural gas going into interstate pipelines. The
overruling the Kerr Bill, said the power
have jurisdiction.

But. by a secret four-to-one vote, the
decided not to take jurisdiction over the biggest

&

:

Kerr is one of the biggest

of natural gas to Phillips Petroleum.
several leases in partnership

mmn-m.m&:

cameras, Mama

FPC Scuttles Natural Gas Price Control

‘WASHINGTON  of natural gas, Phillips Petroleum, thus directly reversing

their

i

the FPC chairman seemed to go out of his way
the man in the White House who appointed
Wallgren's tactics was to bombard

with so many questions that they didn't have time to

€. RUARK

wearing a bristling array composed
of a Leica with telephoto; a Rol-
leiflex full of color; a black-and-
white Ikoflex; and a magazine-load
Cinekodak for movies, and enough

EXCESH' BAGGAGE

We have one bag full of books,
whichrwe don't read, and two bags
full of unfinished which
don't finish. We bave a bag full of

medicine for father's gout,
sulfa for lion wounds, sleepin;
for unruly airplanes, twenty-
pills that cure
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